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The peace of God

I assure you, my brothers and sis-

ters, that our Heavenly Father is aware

of us individually and collectively. He
understands the spiritual, physical, and
emotional difficulties we face in the

world today. In fact, they are all part

of His plan for our eternal growth and
development. And His promise to us

is sure: "He that endureth in faith

and doeth my will, the same shall over-

come" (D&C 63:20).

The Savior promised that "no
weapon that is formed against thee

shall prosper. . . . This is the heritage of

the servants of the Lord" (3 Nephi
22:17).

May we all find the "peace of God,
which passeth all understanding" (Phi-

lippians 4:7), which can be found only

through charity, faith, and hope.

May I leave you my testimony that

I know that the Lord Jesus Christ lives.

He has restored His Church to the

earth through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. Our assurance of eternal life

rests in our love of God and the keep-
ing of His commandments. This knowl-

edge gives me hope and faith. May it

be so with each of you, I humbly pray

in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just heard from Elder
M. Russell Ballard of the Council of

the Twelve.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles will be

our concluding speaker at this session.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

Bonfires of testimony

Many years ago, large packs of

wolves roamed the countryside in

Ukraine, making travel in that part of

the world very dangerous. These wolf

packs were fearless. They were not in-

timidated by people or by any of the

weapons available at that time. The only

thing that seemed to frighten them was
fire. Consequently, travelers who found

themselves away from cities developed

the common practice of building a large

bonfire and keeping it burning through

the night. As long as the fire burned
brightly, the wolves stayed away. But if

it were allowed to burn out and die, the

wolves would move in for an attack.

Travelers understood that building and
maintaining a roaring bonfire was not

just a matter of convenience or com-
fort; it was a matter of survival. (See

Mary Pratt Parrish, "Guardians of the

Covenant," Ensign, May 1972, p. 25.)

We do not have to protect our-

selves from wolf packs as we travel the

road of life today, but, in a spiritual

sense, we do face the devious wolves of

Satan in the forms of temptation, evil,

and sin. We live in dangerous times

when these ravenous wolves roam the

spiritual countryside in search of those

who may be weak in faith or feeble

in their conviction. In his first epistle,

Peter described our "adversary the

devil, as a roaring lion [that] walketh

about, seeking whom he may devour"

(1 Peter 5:8). The Lord told the
Prophet Joseph Smith that "enemies
prowl around thee like wolves for the

blood of the lamb" (D&C 122:6). We
are all vulnerable to attack. However,
we can fortify ourselves with the protec-

tion provided by a burning testimony

that, like a bonfire, has been built

adequately and maintained carefully.

Unfortunately, some in the Church
may believe sincerely that their testi-

mony is a raging bonfire when it really

is little more than the faint flickering

of a candle. Their faithfulness has more
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to do with habit than holiness, and their

pursuit of personal righteousness al-

most always takes a back seat to their

pursuit of personal interests and plea-

sure. With such a feeble light of testi-

mony for protection, these travelers on
life's highways are easy prey for the

wolves of the adversary.

Strengthening Peter's testimony

The Savior understood that many
of His followers would struggle under
the rigors of true discipleship; conse-

quently, He taught them how to build

burning testimonies. The night before

His crucifixion, Jesus shared the feast

of the Passover with His twelve beloved

Apostles, most of whom had been with

Him throughout His ministry. At one
point during this sacred evening, the

Lord looked upon Peter, His senior

Apostle and loyal friend. Knowing
what would be required of Peter after

the Ascension, the Lord said:

"Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath

desired to have you, that he may sift

you as wheat:

"But I have prayed for thee, that

thy faith fail not: and when thou art con-

verted, strengthen thy brethren" (Luke
22:31-32; italics added).

Imagine for a moment that you
are Peter. Three years ago a holy

stranger invited you to set aside your

fishing boat and nets, your means of

support for yourself and your family,

and then asked you to follow Him. You
did so without hesitation, and for three

years you have continued to follow and
to love and support and sustain Him.
You have seen Him confound the wise,

comfort the weary and the afflicted,

heal the sick, and raise the dead to life.

You have seen Him conquer evil spir-

its, calm the troubled seas, and, for a

few minutes at least, you even walked
on the water toward Him. You were at

His side when Moses and Elias ap-

peared to Him; you saw Him transfig-

ured before your very eyes. You have

committed your entire life to Him. And
now He questions you by instructing

you to strengthen your brethren "when
thou art converted."

Peter was surprised. He assured

the Lord, "I am ready to go with thee,

both into prison, and to death" (Luke
22:33). But Jesus knew and understood.

He was not condemning Peter for

lack of conviction; Peter demonstrated
his conviction during the Lord's arrest.

Rather, the Savior was telling Peter
what he needed to do when his testi-

mony became more secure.

Many testimonies are weak

As He knew Peter, the Lord un-

derstands you and me when our testi-

monies may not be the brightly burning
bonfire you may think they are or want
them to be. Perhaps in some cases that

testimony is constructed unwisely, built

on a social foundation of programs and
personalities instead of the sure rock of

personal revelation. Or perhaps you
have allowed your testimony to flicker

gradually through the years of disuse

and spiritual complacency.

Regardless of the reason your tes-

timony may be growing dim, the Savior

lovingly urges you to come unto Him
and become strengthened in Him. Said

He to Moroni: "If men come unto me I

will show unto them their weakness.

I give unto men weakness that they

may be humble; . . . for if they humble
themselves before me, and have faith in

me, then will I make weak things be-

come strong unto them" (Ether 12:27).

Some people are weak in their

faith and testimonies but are not even
aware of how precarious their situation

is. Many of them likely would be of-

fended at the suggestion. They raise

their right hand to sustain Church
leaders and then murmur and com-
plain when a decision does not square

with their way of thinking. They claim

to be obedient to God's command-
ments but do not feel at all uncomfort-
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able about purchasing food at the store

on Sunday and then asking the Lord to

bless it. Some say they would give their

lives for the Lord, yet they refuse to

serve in the nursery.

The Savior spoke very explicitly

about people who "draw near me with

their mouth, and with their lips do hon-

our me, but have removed their heart

far from me" (Isaiah 29:13). His words
were:

"Not every one that saith unto me,
Lord, Lord, shall enter into the king-

dom of heaven; but he that doeth the

will of my Father which is in heaven.

"Many will say to me in that day,

Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in

thy name? and in thy name have cast

out devils? and in thy name done many
wonderful works?

"And then will I profess unto
them, I never knew you: depart from
me, ye that work iniquity" (Matthew
7:21-23).

Suggestions to fortify testimonies

None would want to hear the Lord
speak such disappointing words of you.

That is why you need to do everything

in your power to be absolutely certain

that your spiritual bonfire of testimony

is burning brightly enough to keep the

wolves of darkness away. You can al-

ways use more dry kindling. As the

Apostle Paul taught, each of us has

"come short of the glory of God" (Ro-

mans 3:23). None of us has progressed

so far in this life that we do not need
to continually fortify our testimonies.

I offer three suggestions that will

fan the flame of personal testimony as

a protection against the wolves of evil

that are prowling all around us to

threaten our spiritual security.

Build testimony on faith in Christ

First, make sure your testimony is

built upon a solid foundation of faith in

the Lord, Jesus Christ. Even though we
enjoy the fellowship of the Saints and

have strong feelings about the inspired

programs of the Church, we must re-

member that we have only one sure

anchor for our souls. It is stated in the

words of the prophet Helaman when
he taught his sons:

"And now, my sons, remember,
remember that it is upon the rock of

our Redeemer, who is Christ, the Son
of God, that ye must build your foun-

dation; that when the devil shall send
forth his mighty winds, yea, his shafts

in the whirlwind, yea, when all his hail

and his mighty storm shall beat upon
you, it shall have no power over you to

drag you down to the gulf of misery and
endless wo, because of the rock upon
which ye are built, which is a sure foun-

dation, a foundation whereon if men
build they cannot fall" (Helaman 5:12).

Perhaps you are one of the mem-
bers of the Church whose first contact

with the gospel came through the beau-
tiful music of the Tabernacle Choir.

Maybe your life was blessed by the

Church welfare program when you fol-

lowed prophetic counsel to store food
and other necessities. These are mar-
velous, inspired aspects of the Church
that God has provided to help bring his

children to Christ. However, they are

implements and not ends in them-
selves. The ultimate focus of our devo-

tion must properly be our Heavenly
Father and His Beloved Son, Jesus

Christ.

We often hear of members who
have separated themselves from the

Church because some leader, teacher,

or member has said or done something
to offend them. Others have had their

faith shaken when the Brethren have
taken a stand with which they disagree.

In such cases I wonder about the faith

of those people and whether it was
grounded securely in a testimony of the

Lord Jesus Christ or merely based on
their own ideas and social perceptions

of what the Church and its members
should be.

Scripture teaches us: "Trust in the

Lord with all thine heart; and lean
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not unto thine own understanding"
(Proverbs 3:5). In His moving prayer

recorded in the seventeenth chapter of

John, the Savior taught this profound
truth: "And this is life eternal, that

they might know thee the only true

God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast

sent" (John 17:3). Building a testimony

on the foundation of a sincere, per-

sonal relationship with our Heavenly
Father and His Beloved Son, Jesus

Christ, and on our faith in them should

be our highest priority.

Build testimony through repentance

Anchored with that faith, we are

ready for my second suggestion— an-

other layer of kindling on the bonfire

of testimony. It is humble, sincere re-

pentance. Few things extinguish the

fervor of the Holy Spirit in the heart

of any individual more quickly than

does sin. It dulls the spiritual senses,

diminishes confidence and personal

security, and separates the sinner from
the Savior. One who carries the burden
of unrepented sin is more likely to

rationalize additional disobedience. The
more sin is rationalized, the greater

the possibility of destruction by Satan's

wolves.

Few would argue the potential

spiritual risk of major sins like murder
or marital infidelity. But what about

the person who uses an employer's time

to complete personal projects, the per-

son who sneaks into a pornographic

movie, the student who cheats at school,

the person who criticizes others unfairly,

or the parent who thinks family home
evening is a good idea— for someone
else?

The simple fact is this: anything

that does not draw us closer to God
takes us away from Him. We have no
middle ground, no foggy gray area

where we can sin a little without suffer-

ing spiritual decline. That is why we
must repent and come to Christ daily

on submissive knees so that we can

prevent our bonfires of testimony from
being snuffed out by sin.

Follow the Savior's example

My third suggestion is that we fol-

low the example of the Savior. He set

the pattern.

In any pursuit and under any con-

dition, we can ask ourselves what Jesus

would do and then determine our own
course accordingly. For example, what
sort of home teacher would the Savior

be? Would He occasionally miss visit-

ing families? Would He visit them
without a message? Or would He min-
ister to His families like the Good
Shepherd that He is, with constant
watch care and loving kindness? Deep
in our hearts we know what kind of

home teacher Jesus would be, just as

we know what kind of bishop, teacher,

Primary leader, clerk, or youth adviser

He would be. Even though we could

never in this life measure up com-
pletely to His standard of excellence,

our attempt to do so will lead us to do
far better than otherwise.

We can apply the same principle

to other pursuits in the same way.
What sort of parent would Jesus be?
What sort of neighbor, employer, em-
ployee, student, or friend? If we live

our lives to conform as nearly as pos-

sible to the pattern the Savior has set,

our testimonies will be fortified con-

tinually and our spiritual bonfires will

never be reduced to embers.

God will strengthen and uphold us

We live in perilous times. The in-

fluence of Satan often appears to be
unchecked and overwhelming. Remem-
ber the promise that God has given to

those who build and maintain brightly

burning bonfires of testimony to

counter the wolves that threaten us.

This is His promise: "Fear thou not; for

I am with thee: be not dismayed; for

I am thy God: I will strengthen thee;
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yea, I will . . . uphold thee with the

right hand of my righteousness" (Isaiah

41:10).

The strength of the Church lies in

the depth and vitality of the personal

testimonies of its members. Firm, se-

cure testimonies will be the difference

between faithfulness and disaffection.

I bear testimony that in order for

us to enjoy a happy, rewarding, and
spiritual life, we must make sure that

our testimonies are built upon the

foundation of faith in the Lord Jesus

Christ, humble and sincere repentance,

and following the example of the

Savior.

I know that our Heavenly Father

lives and loves each of His children.

His Son, Jesus Christ, is our Savior and
Redeemer. Christ's atonement pro-

vides for all of us immortality and the

possibility of eternal life, the kind of

life that God lives, if we will repent of

our sins and will be true and faithful in

keeping the commandments. Joseph
Smith is a prophet of God. Through
him the Lord restored the gospel of

Jesus Christ in these the latter days.

President Ezra Taft Benson is our
prophet today. I testify of these divine

truths in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken
to us.

We remind the brethren of the

general priesthood meeting, which will

convene in the Tabernacle this evening
at 6:00 p.m. mountain daylight time.

The nationwide CBS Tabernacle
Choir broadcast tomorrow morning
will be from 9:30 to 10:00 A.M. daylight

saving time. Those desiring to attend

this broadcast and the Sunday morning
session which immediately follows

must be in their seats no later than
9:15 a.m.

We express gratitude to the family

choir from the Jordan Utah South and
Riverton Utah regions for the beautiful

music we have heard this afternoon.

The choir will now sing in closing

"Beautiful Savior," and following the

singing the benediction will be offered

by Elder George R. Hill III, who was
released this afternoon as a member of

the Seventy.

The choir sang "Beautiful Savior."

Elder George R. Hill III offered

the benediction.

GENERAL PRIESTHOOD SESSION
The general priesthood session, the

third session of the 162nd Semiannual
General Conference, convened in the

Tabernacle at 6:00 p.m. on Saturday,

October 3, 1992. President Gordon B.

Hinckley, First Counselor in the First

Presidency, conducted this session.

Music was provided by a com-
bined men's choir from the Tabernacle
Choir and Mormon Youth Chorus.
Jerold Ottley and Robert Bowden di-

rected the choir, and Richard L. Elliott

was at the organ.

President Hinckley opened the

meeting with the following remarks:

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Brethren, we welcome you this

evening to this general priesthood ses-

sion. President Ezra Taft Benson, who
is watching these proceedings in his

apartment, sends his love and best
wishes to all who are participating.

He has asked that I conduct these
services.

These services are being relayed

by closed-circuit and satellite transmis-

sion to holders of the priesthood gath-

ered in the Assembly Hall, the BYU


