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subdued. When he offered the final

threat to kill me, he didn't sound per-

suasive. When I refused again, he hesi-

tated for a moment and then stuck the

gun in his pocket and ran away. June
unlocked the door, and we drove off,

uttering a prayer of thanks. We had ex-

perienced the kind of miraculous pro-

tection illustrated in the Bible stories I

had read as a boy.

I have often pondered the signifi-

cance of that event in relation to the

responsibilities that came later in my
life. Less than a year after that August
night, I was chosen as president of

Brigham Young University. Almost
fourteen years after that experience, I

received my present calling.

The righteous need not fear

I am grateful that the Lord gave
me the vision and strength to refrain

from trusting in the arm of flesh and to

put my trust in the protecting care of

our Heavenly Father. I am grateful for

the Book of Mormon promise to us of

the last days that "the righteous need
not fear," for the Lord "will preserve

the righteous by his power" (1 Nephi
22: 1 7). I am grateful for the protection

promised to those who have kept their

covenants and qualified for the bless-

ings promised in sacred places.

These and all promises to the

faithful children of God are made by
the voice and power of the Lord God
of Israel. I testify of that God, our Sav-

ior Jesus Christ, whose resurrection

and atonement have assured immortal-

ity and provided the opportunity and
direction toward eternal life. In the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

We have just heard from Elder
Dallin H. Oaks of the Twelve.

Elder Dean L. Larsen, a member
of the Presidency of the Seventy, will

now speak to us, and he will be fol-

lowed by Elder Gary J. Coleman, who
was called since April conference as

one of the Seventy.

Elder Dean L. Larsen

In behalf of the Presidency of the

Seventy and the Quorum members, I

would like to express a very warm wel-

come to Elders Eyring and Pace as they

take their place now among the ranks

of the Seventy. We also acknowledge
the addition to the Seventies Quorums
of the fifteen men whose names Presi-

dent Hinckley read to you earlier and
who have been serving since mid-
August. Our best wishes also to Bishop
Edgley and Bishop Burton, who now
take their places beside Bishop Hales
in the Presiding Bishopric of the
Church.

And we acknowledge our love and
continuing deep respect and admira-

tion for those men whose tenure as

Seventies has concluded officially at

this general conference.

The Lord will prosper the righteous

During the conference of the
Church in Fayette, New York, in 1831,

the Lord gave a revelation through

Joseph Smith that contains a remark-

able promise:

"I have made the earth rich," the

Lord declared, "and behold it is my
footstool, wherefore, again I will stand

upon it.

"And I hold forth and deign to

give unto you greater riches, even a

land of promise, a land flowing with

milk and honey, upon which there shall

be no curse when the Lord cometh;
"And I will give it unto you for the

land of your inheritance, if you seek it

with all your hearts.

"And this shall be my covenant
with you, ye shall have it for the land of
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your inheritance, and for the inheri-

tance of your children forever, while

the earth shall stand, and ye shall pos-

sess it again in eternity, no more to

pass away" (D&C 38:17-20).

The Lord has demonstrated
throughout the generations that when
the inhabitants of the earth remember
him and are obedient to his direction,

he will bless them not only with spiri-

tual blessings but with material abun-
dance as well.

Prosperity of Lehi's people

The scriptures contain many evi-

dences of the Lord's willingness to

prosper his people with the riches of

the earth when they demonstrate that

they will use this abundance prudently,

with humility and charity, always
acknowledging the source of their

blessings.

When the people of Lehi arrived

in the Americas from the Old World,
they felt a great dependence upon the

Lord as they established their homes
and worked to provide for themselves.

Nephi makes this entry in his record:

"And we did observe to keep the

judgments, and the statutes, and the

commandments of the Lord in all

things. . . .

"And the Lord was with us; and
we did prosper exceedingly; for we did

sow seed, and wc did reap again in

abundance. And we began to raise

flocks, and herds, and animals of every

kind. . .

.

"And it came to pass that we began
to prosper exceedingly, and to multiply

in the land" (2 Nephi 5:10-11, 13).

Prosperity of Alma's people

This kind of material prosperity

has always been a fragile thing. It has

proved to be one of the greatest tests

with which a people can be confronted.

The essential human qualities and
other factors that generate abundance

have always been difficult to sustain.

We see this reflected in an episode that

is described in the first chapter of

Alma in the Book of Mormon.
As I read several of the verses

from this account, make particular

note of the elements that contribute to

the material successes of the people
and then the factors that lead to their

subsequent misfortunes.

"And when the priests left their

labor to impart the word of God unto

the people, the people also left their

labors to hear the word of God. And
when the priest had imparted unto
them the word of God they all returned

again diligently unto their labors; and
the priest, not esteeming himself above

his hearers, for the preacher was no
better than the hearer, neither was the

teacher any better than the learner;

and thus they were all equal, and they

did all labor, every man according to

his strength.

"And they did impart of their sub-

stance, every man according to that

which he had, to the poor, and the

needy, and the sick, and the afflicted;

and they did not wear costly apparel,

yet they were neat and comely.

"And thus they did establish the

affairs of the church; and thus they

began to have continual peace. . . .

"And now, because of the steadi-

ness of the church they began to be ex-

ceedingly rich, having abundance of all

things whatsoever they stood in need—
an abundance of flocks and herds, and
fatlings of every kind, and also abun-

dance of grain, and of gold, and of sil-

ver, and of precious things, and abun-

dance of silk and fine-twined linen, and
all manner of good homely cloth.

"And thus, in their prosperous cir-

cumstances, they did not send away any

who were naked, or that were hungry,

or that were athirst, or that were sick,

or that had not been nourished; and
they did not set their hearts upon
riches; therefore they were liberal to

all, both old and young, both bond and



58

Saturday, October 3, 1992

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Priesthood Session

free, both male and female, whether
out of the church or in the church, hav-

ing no respect to persons as to those

who stood in need.

"And thus they did prosper" (Alma
1:26-31).

Obedience brings prosperity

It has always been so. When the

lives of the people are in harmony with

the Lord's will, all of the essential fac-

tors that produce the blessings God
deigns to give to his children seem to

come into line. Love and harmony pre-

vail. Even the weather, the climate,

and the elements seem to respond.

Peace and tranquillity endure. Industry

and progress mark the lives of the

people. It is as the Lord has promised:

"If ye walk in my statutes, and keep
my commandments, and do them;

"Then I will give you rain in due
season, and the land shall yield her in-

crease, and the trees of the field shall

yield their fruit.

"And your threshing shall reach

unto the vintage, and the vintage shall

reach unto the sowing time: and ye

shall eat your bread to the full, and
dwell in your land safely.

"And I will give peace in the land,

and ye shall lie down, and none shall

make you afraid" (Leviticus 26:3-6).

Forgetting the source of blessings

Perhaps the greatest tragedies of

all time have occurred when people
have received the promised blessings of

the Lord and then have forgotten the

source of their good life. Moses cau-

tioned the people of Israel against this

natural inclination when he said:

"Beware that thou forget not the

Lord thy God, in not keeping his com-
mandments, and his judgments, and his

statutes. . . .

"Lest when thou hast eaten and
art full, and hast built goodly houses,

and dwelt therein;

"And when thy herds and thy

flocks multiply, and thy silver and thy

gold is multiplied, and all that thou
hast is multiplied;

"Then thine heart be lifted up,

and thou forget the Lord thy God, . . .

"And thou say in thine heart, My
power and the might of mine hand hath

gotten me this wealth" (Deuteronomy
8:11-14, 17; italics added).

Alma's people become proud

Returning to the account in Alma
to which I made earlier reference, not

many years passed away from the time

of prosperity described in such glowing

terms until the people began to take all

of the credit for the good times unto

themselves. We find this sad entry in

Alma's record:

"And it came to pass in the eighth

year of the reign of the judges, that

the people of the church began to

wax proud, because of their exceeding

riches, and their fine silks, and their

fine-twined linen, and because of their

many flocks and herds, and their gold

and their silver, and all manner of pre-

cious things, which they had obtained

by their industry; and in all these things

were they lifted up in the pride of their

eyes. . . .

"The people of the church began
... to set their hearts upon riches and
upon the vain things of the world, that

they began to be scornful, one towards

another" (Alma 4:6, 8).

Cycle of prosperity in Helaman's day

The same cycle occurred in the

days of Helaman. At one point Helaman
describes his people in this way:

"And it came to pass that in this

same year there was exceedingly great

prosperity in the church, insomuch that

there were thousands who did join

themselves unto the church and were
baptized unto repentance.
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"And so great was the prosperity

of the church, and so many the bless-

ings which were poured out upon the

people, that even the high priests and
the teachers were themselves aston-

ished beyond measure" (Helaman
3:24-25).

It was not long until the full cycle

was completed, however. Within five

years from the period just cited,

Helaman makes this report regarding

members of the Church:
"And in the fifty and first year of

the reign of the judges there was peace
also, save it were the pride which began
to enter into the church— not into the

church of God, but into the hearts of

the people who professed to belong to

the church of God—
"And they were lifted up in pride,

even to the persecution of many of

their brethren" (Helaman 3:33-34).

These abrupt changes in the con-

dition of the people led Helaman to

lament:

"And thus we can behold how
false, and also the unsteadiness of the

hearts of the children of men; yea, we
can see that the Lord in his great infi-

nite goodness doth bless and prosper

those who put their trust in him.

"Yea, and we may see at the very

time when he doth prosper his people,

yea, in the increase of their fields, their

flocks and their herds, and in gold, and
in silver, and in all manner of precious

things of every kind and art; sparing

their lives, and delivering them out of

the hands of their enemies; . . . and in

fine, doing all things for the welfare

and happiness of his people; yea, then
is the time that they do harden their

hearts, and do forget the Lord their

God" (Helaman 12:1-2).

Assess our own faith and obedience

It is one thing to look back upon
the events of history. It is another to

regard our own time. We have the

Lord's assurance that he will bless and

prosper his people if they will keep his

commandments and remember to look

to him as the source of their blessings.

On the other hand, we must not

forget that these blessings are condi-

tional. As King Limhi warned his

people, "For behold, the Lord hath said:

I will not succor my people in the day

of their transgression; but I will hedge
up their ways that they prosper not; and
their doings shall be as a stumbling

block before them" (Mosiah 7:29).

As bearers of the priesthood to

whom the Lord has entrusted the lead-

ership for his work, we must look care-

fully at our own lives. And we must
assess honestly the level of faith and
obedience of our people. Too many of

the indicators are not encouraging.

Only a small percentage of the Church
members worldwide are tithe payers

today. For many who live in conditions

of material poverty, there may be no
other way to escape their impoverish-

ment than to give obedience to this

law. As I visit among the stakes of the

Church, I find it is not uncommon to

discover that fewer than 50 percent of

the households are contributing to the

fast offerings of the Church, and the

trends are not improving.

We have reached a point where
more of our adult men are becoming
prospective elders than are receiving

the Melchizedek Priesthood. About
half of the endowed members of the

Church hold current temple recom-
mends. Reports of other violations of

the Lord's law are a source of concern.

These indicators may seem to carry

a direful tone, but as Enos declared in

the Book of Mormon, sometimes it

is necessary to resort to "exceedingly

great plainness of speech" (Enos 1:23).

As the world continues to ripen in

iniquity, our lives of necessity must
become increasingly different from the

world and its standard. It will be a

great challenge for us. We must be bet-

ter than we have ever been before. As
we succeed, we have the sure promise
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of the Lord that he will prosper us in

every way necessary for our well-being.

That is my faith and my testimony.

But it is a conditional promise. May we

qualify for its fulfillment in our lives

and in our time is my earnest prayer in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Gary J. Coleman

Sure anchors and solid foundations

My brothers in the gospel, I come
before you this night to express the

feelings of my heart. I want you young
men to know that there are sure an-

chors for our life in these troubled

times. There are rock-solid founda-
tions upon which we can build to guide

us through the devastating storms of

the latter days. Today we can enjoy the

fulness of the gospel with careful atten-

tion to basic principles and practices.

Living these concepts will aid our joyful

completion of the course that leads to

eternal life.

of God the Father. The life and mis-

sion of His Only Begotten Son, Jesus

Christ, affects my life daily. The influ-

ence of the Holy Ghost from day to day

is a great comfort.

I came into this Church because

God has revealed Himself to latter-day

prophets and they have testified of His

reality. Upon asking God if the things

of this gospel are true, I have received

a witness more powerful than sight,

more soul-assuring than words. The
sweet witness by the power of the Holy
Ghost that the truths of the restored

gospel are upon the earth today has

come to me.

Conversion

While a young man, I walked
paths of life that were different from
those taught in The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. I lived by a

mingling of the doctrines and com-
mandments of men, having a form of

godliness but with a lack of God-given
truths and the power thereof. Religion

was a vital part of my life as a youth.

A religious home was at the core of

our family life. Yet something was
missing; something fundamental about

the purpose of life was clouded and un-

certain. While in my young adult years

I was fortunate enough to become
acquainted with kind Latter-day Saints

who opened new gospel doors to me.
The doctrines of the restoration of

the gospel of Jesus Christ have become
my path to eternal life and the fulness

of joy here in mortality. Few things in

life have become more dear to me than

a knowledge of the reality of the God-
head. We are the literal spirit offspring

Jesus is our only sure foundation

It has been my profound blessing

to become a convert to this Church and
to know without a doubt of the divinity

of Jesus Christ as the Son of God. This

resurrected, perfected being stands at

the head of this Church. It is He upon
whom we must build. It is He who is

the chief cornerstone of our founda-

tion. He is the rock of our salvation,

the rock upon which not only the

Church will be built, but our personal

testimonies as well. No man, yea, no
other name under heaven will suffice

for our foundation. The prophet Hela-

man spoke of this sacred foundation

most powerfully when he said:

"And now, my sons, remember,
remember that it is upon the rock of

our Redeemer, who is Christ, the Son
of God, that ye must build your foun-

dation; that when the devil shall send

forth his mighty winds, yea, his shafts

in the whirlwind, yea, when all his hail

and his mighty storm shall beat upon


