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President Monson

We have just heard from Elder
Richard G. Scott of the Council of the

Twelve Apostles, followed by the choir

singing "A Psalm of Peace."

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "I Stand All
Amazed," following which we shall

hear from Elder Marion D. Hanks,
who was granted emeritus status yes-

terday after having served as a General
Authority for thirty-nine years.

The choir and congregation sang

"I Stand All Amazed."

Elder Marion D. Hanks

Anyone who has been permitted

to serve as we have is honored beyond
personal merit. We know that and are

grateful.

Choose to love and obey the Lord

The Bible declares that God is the

Father and the God of the spirits of all

mankind (see Numbers 16:22; Hebrews
12:9). The Apostle Paul taught the

people at Athens that we are God's
"offspring" and the Romans that "the

Spirit . . . beareth witness with our
spirit, that we are the children of God:
And if children, then heirs; heirs of

God, and joint-heirs with Christ" (Acts

17:28-29; Romans 8:16-17).

Because of our Father's great love

for his children and because of his

commitment to freedom of choice for

them, mankind has from the beginning

enjoyed the opportunity to choose for

themselves. John declares in the first

few verses of his gospel that Christ

"was the true Light, which lighteth

every man that cometh into the world"

(John 1:9). Scripture also records that

"the Spirit of Christ is given to every

man, that he may know good from evil"

(Moroni 7:16; see also D&C 84:45-46).

There is an accompanying significant

scripture that explains why not every

person walks by the light and why some
do not choose good over evil: "The
Spirit enlighteneth every man through

the world, that hearkeneth to the voice

of the Spirit" (D&C 84:46; italics

added).

Our Heavenly Father desires that

all mankind be led by the light, but that

blessing will not be imposed upon any-

one. Christ stands at the door and
knocks; those who wish to have him en-

ter and sup with them must hear his

voice and "open the door" (Revelation

3:20). Thus two great principles on
which the gospel is centered, love and
agency, are plainly taught. Each of us

is here to learn to love and give and
hearken to the Spirit and choose to do
the will of the Father. God wants his

offspring and heirs to become all that

we can be, to qualify for our inheri-

tance. But we must choose; we are the

decision makers, and he will not relieve

that responsibility. As early as the book
of Deuteronomy, it is written:

"I have set before thee this day life

and good, and death and evil; . . .

therefore choose life, that both thou

and thy seed may live: That thou may-
est love the Lord thy God, and . . . obey
his voice" (Deuteronomy 30:15, 19-20).

Light shines through all the world

Through the light of the Lord, truth

in some measure has reached many
avenues and elements and levels of life.

It has been a great satisfaction to me
to find so much that is so good in so

many places and from so many sources.

President Joseph F. Smith spoke of the

united members of the Godhead as

the "fountain of truth" and said:

"From this fountain all the ancient

learned philosophers have received
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their inspiration and wisdom—from it

they have received all their knowledge.

If we find truth in broken fragments

through the ages, it may be set down as

an incontrovertible fact that it origi-

nated at the fountain, and was given

to philosophers, inventors, patriots,

reformers, and prophets by the inspi-

ration of God" ("Fountain of Truth,"

Improvement Era , June 1907, p. 629).

Earlier and subsequent leaders of

the Church have similarly testified. In

every field of activity in which I have
been involved, I have had the privilege

of association with people of character

and quality who shared much of value

with me. Consider this special example
of the wisdom of a beloved Quaker
teacher and writer, Rufus Jones, who
said:

"Vital religion cannot be main-
tained and preserved on the theory that

God dealt with our human race only

in the far past ages, and that the Bible

is the only evidence we have that our
God is a living, revealing, communicat-
ing God. If God ever spoke, He is still

speaking. He is the great I Am, not the

great He Was" (A Flash of Eternity).

This is a significant expression of

fundamental truth. Our own under-
standing of that principle is that God
communicates with his children, and
that he has revealed, does now reveal,

and will yet reveal many great and im-

portant things pertaining to his king-

dom (see Articles of Faith 1:9).

Half Hallels offered at Passover

Jewish tradition helps us further

appreciate the nature of our Heavenly
Father in the tender practice of the

Half Hallels offered at Passover in

celebration of the historic exodus of

the children of Israel from Egypt and
their passing through the Red Sea.

When they reached the sea, the pursu-

ing Egyptian armies overtook them.
Through Moses, God divided the

waters, "and the children of Israel went
into the midst of the sea upon the dry

ground" (Exodus 14:22). The Egyp-
tians went in after them. Then Moses
stretched his hand again over the sea,

and the waters returned. The Israelites

were safe, and the Egyptian armies were
drowning. Triumphantly the people
began to sing hymns of praise to the

Lord. But the Almighty stopped them
and said, "How can you sing hymns of

praise and jubilation when so many of

my children are drowning in the sea?"

In remembrance of that event,

Jewish people during the latter period

of Passover include abridged or short-

ened psalms of praise, Half Hallels, as

part of the celebration.

Truly, light from the Source has

shone through all the world. We re-

joice in this and have a humble witness

to bear: God is a living, revealing, com-
municating Father.

Fuller light through the Restoration

When there are joined with the

rich resources of ancient prophets and
writers in the Bible the supporting and
enhancing truths available in the scrip-

tures of the Restoration, those welded
treasures bring clarifying light and
knowledge to the most important ques-

tions mankind has asked through the

ages, and now asks, and in the future

will continue to ask with increasing

concern as populations and interpreta-

tions multiply. They deal with the truth

about God and Christ and the Holy
Spirit— the Godhead, about man him-

self, about mortal life and its meaning
and purposes, and about eternity and
its promises.

No immunity from afflictions

A significant example of this

fuller light is in response to the ex-

panding catalog of concerns that face

mankind— individuals, institutions,
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countries, civilization. The Psalmist

thousands of years ago cried, "Have
mercy upon me, O Lord, for I am in

trouble" (Psalm 31:9). He then spoke

of problems, some of which sound
strangely familiar to a modern ear.

This very hour in our troubled world,

calamity and destruction, fear, starva-

tion, and conflict beleaguer the earth;

afflictions and adversities burden many
lives. Books multiply dealing with per-

sonal and family and societal troubles.

Often they seem to agree that the right

question to ask is not why good people

have trials, but how shall good people

respond when they are tried? The
scriptures help us answer some impor-

tant questions:

• Does God promise his children

immunity from trouble and affliction?

• Is tribulation evidence of his dis-

pleasure?
• Did the prophets of old and

Christ and his Apostles live without

adversity?

• Did he promise his followers that

they would be spared trouble?

Scripture responds. The Sermon
on the Mount speaks to those who
mourn, who are poor in spirit, who are

reviled and persecuted, who have evil

spoken against them falsely (see
Matthew 5:3-4, 11).

The counsel is to turn the other

cheek when smitten and to go the extra

mile when forced. Mentioned are those

who trespass, who are enemies, who
curse and hate and despitefully use
innocent others. The sun shines on
the evil and the good; the rain falls on
the just and the unjust (see Matthew
5:39-45).

To early leaders in the Church
came the admonition, "Be patient in

afflictions, for thou shalt have many"
(D&C 24:8).

God does not deny us the experi-

ence we came here to have. He does
not insulate us from tribulation or

guarantee immunity from trouble.

The Lord helps us in our afflictions

Much of the pain we suffer and
inevitably impose upon others is self-

induced through our own bad judg-

ment, through poor choices.

And for that, help is offered. To
the penitent sinner comes the assur-

ance that God will forgive, forget, and
never mention our sins of which we
have truly repented.

But much that happens to us in

this life we cannot control; we only re-

spond. Knowing what God has prom-
ised can provide the courage and faith

we need. We are assured in the scrip-

tures that we may know of a surety that

the Lord does visit his people in their

afflictions (see Mosiah 24:13-14), and
that "whosoever shall put their trust in

God shall be supported in their trials,

and their troubles, and their afflictions,

and shall be lifted up at the last day"

(Alma 36:3).

Jesus said to those who mourned
the loss of a loved one, "And ye now
therefore have sorrow: but I will see

you again, and your heart shall rejoice,

and your joy no man taketh from you"
(John 16:22).

Said he to the lonely and the hope-

less and those who are afraid, "I will

never leave thee, nor forsake thee"

(Hebrews 13:5).

Thus the promise is that in times

of sorrow and affliction, if we endure
and remain faithful and put our trust in

him and are courageous, the Lord will

visit us in our afflictions, strengthen us

to carry our burdens, and support us

in our trials. He'll be with us to the end
of our days, lift us at the last day to

greater opportunities for service, and
exalt us at last with him and reunited

loved ones, and he will consecrate our

afflictions to our gain.

God weeps with us

One of the experiences that has

reached the deep center of my soul in
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recent years was to hear a choice
bishop share with others in a meeting
the tender feelings of his heart con-

cerning the loss of his wife to cancer,

an experience many other husbands
and wives and families well under-
stand.

Twenty years earlier he had
watched his mother pass through se-

vere suffering before she died, and he
had carried with him through the years

a sense of resentment for the anguish

she had endured. With his wife's or-

deal, however, harsh as it was for her

and in a measure for her family, his

anger sublimated into a closer spiritual

relationship with the Lord, and he
was able more gracefully to share her

burden.

Shortly before she died, his wife

asked him to give her a blessing for re-

lief from the intense pain. They both
wept as he laid his hands on her head
and talked with the Lord, "and," he
said, "I felt the spiritual presence of

our Father in Heaven. I had the stron-

gest sensation that someone else was
there weeping with us!" Near the end,

severely physically debilitated, she
said, "Never have I been more whole!"

They had felt the strong sensation

that He was there, "weeping with us."

Of course; why not? Jesus wept at the

grave of Lazarus; he wept over Jerusa-

lem's portending afflictions; and he
wept when he came to the American
continent and knelt with his people,

and especially when "he took their

little children, one by one, and blessed

them, and prayed unto the Father for

them" (3 Nephi 17:21; see also 17:22;

John 11:35; Luke 19:41).

Carry the Son's legacy of love

At home last evening after our
meetings yesterday, we opened a note

from a lovely Latter-day Saint mother,

widowed by the death of her husband
in an accident two years ago. She and
her choice family have taken comfort,

she said, from a framed statement on
the wall of my office:

"To believe in God is to know that

all the rules will be fair, and that there

will be wonderful surprises."

I thank God for his love and the

love of his Son. Those who have taken

upon themselves the name of his Son
as we have done must carry the burden
of the legacy he left us— of love and
mercy and service, accepting our heri-

tage of hope and helpfulness, and join-

ing our believing and our doing in

working for the relief of the ills and the

sufferings of humanity. God help us

in honoring that commission, I humbly
pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "Jehovah, Lord of

Heaven and Earth."

President Monson

Elder Marion D. Hanks has just

spoken to us, lifting our spirits as he
has done so many times before. We
wish him well and love him. He was
followed by the Tabernacle Choir sing-

ing "Jehovah, Lord of Heaven and
Earth."

Elder Neal A. Maxwell, a member
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles,

will now address us.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell

This is an appropriate moment to

thank Elder Hanks for his influence

on my life in so many moments over

so many years.

To those whose discipleship is casual

Eighteen years ago from this same
pulpit, I pled with those who stood in-

decisively on the "porch" of the Church


