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neither will ye suffer that they trans-

gress the laws of God. . . .

"But ye will teach them to walk in

the ways of truth and soberness; ye will

teach them to love one another, and to

serve one another" (Mosiah 4:14-15).

Obedience will protect us

A concerned God— by His own
finger— wrote the Ten Command-
ments on tablets of stone. They repre-

sent the basic law of the Almighty and
have formed the underlying elements

of civil and religious law ever since.

The Sermon on the Mount, given

by our Lord Himself, details principles

and instructions of heavenly origin.

Both of these divine statements of

instruction— principles of which are

so effectively taught in much greater

detail in the Book of Mormon and

the Bible and our other scriptures— if

obeyed, will strengthen mothers and
fathers and sons and daughters, who all

have equal duty to study the scriptures

and gain strength and understanding of

eternal things.

The only sure way to protect our-

selves and our families from the on-

slaught of the teachings of the world is

to commit to live the commandments
of God; to attend our Church meet-
ings, where we can learn and be
strengthened in our testimonies and
partake of the sacrament to renew our
covenants; and to prepare ourselves to

worthily enter the temple, where we
may find a refuge from the world and
a place of renewal of our capacity to

cope with the evils of the world. I so

declare to you as I leave you my witness

and testimony in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Sister Betty Jo N. Jepsen

A friend of mine was encouraging

her children to get into the car so they

would not be late for their Sunday
meetings. "Please hurry, Matthew," she

said. "I'm coming, I'm coming," came a

voice from somewhere in another part

of the house. Mother replied, "Yes, and
so is Christmas!"

At that moment three-year-old

Matthew appeared in the nearby door-

way, and he said, "Oh, goody, goody, I

just love Christmas." Today I am here

to tell you that I just love Christmas

too. And one of the wonderful things

about being members of The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints is that

we make the events of the Christmas

season a part of our day-to-day living.

Pondering the Savior's birth

As I read the account of the birth

of my Savior, I long to have the experi-

ence the Wise Men had— to be led by a

star; or to experience what the shep-

herds did— to be invited to Bethlehem,
invited by a choir of angels. I want to

kneel at the manger and smell the

clean straw and see that tiny baby with

His earthly mother, to witness for my-
self this miracle. I believe that in every

mortal there is an instinctive desire to

come unto Christ. Perhaps we have a

basic human need, because each of us

is a child of God, to make that commit-
ment to the spiritual part of our being.

We each try to meet this need accord-

ing to what we know.
As members of His true Church,

perhaps we do not need to be taught

new things as much as we need to be
reminded of what we already know.
This is what pondering the birth of our
Savior does for all of us. I believe it

reminds our mortal minds of things our
spirits already know.



SISTER BETTY JO N. JEPSEN 107

The invitation to come unto Christ

In this latter day I have been in-

vited to witness marvelous things for

myself. The invitation of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

"Come unto Christ" and "Come back,"

is meant for each of God's children.

This invitation has stood true since

Jesus said to His disciples, "Come, fol-

low me" (see Matthew 4:19). Through
the dispensations, prophets have is-

sued the same invitation to all who will

listen.

The prophet Alma, the son of

Alma, carried this important message
to the members in Zarahemla who
needed to be reminded. The prophet

said:

"Behold, he sendeth an invitation

unto all men, for the arms of mercy are

extended towards them, and he saith:

Repent, and I will receive you. . . .

"Yea, come unto me and bring

forth works of righteousness" (Alma
5:33, 35).

As a baptized member of the

Church, I hear the invitation and I

wonder, How do I get there from here?

Because I know the Lord intends to

include all of us in this invitation, my
personal, honest response is the same
as my friend Matthew's: "I'm coming."

Now what is my duty? Alma reminded
the people of Zarahemla of their duty,

ending with the important phrase,

"Come unto me and bring forth works
of righteousness" (Alma 5:35; see also

4:3). By using Alma's counsel as our

guide, come with me on a journey to

remember what we can do to answer

His invitation.

Search the word of God

We can search the word of God.
Through studying and pondering the

scriptures and the words of the latter-

day prophets, we can feast upon the

words of Christ, and the words will tell

us all the things that we should do (see

2 Nephi 32:3). Then we must nourish

the word and allow it to take wot (see

Alma 32:41-43). After we hearken to

the word and hold fast to it, we are

promised that temptations and the

fiery darts of the adversary will not

overpower us (see 1 Nephi 15:24). We
will be able to recognize the truth when
we hear it just as the shepherds and the

Wise Men knew when they were told

about the Savior's birth. The scriptures

are the word of God and a light to us

and the world, and we can follow this

light as if it were our guiding star.

Pray

We can pray. We can call upon
our Heavenly Father in the name of

our Savior. Prayer provides an oppor-

tunity for us to express gratitude. Tak-
ing an inventory of our blessings fills us

with hope. "Pray unto the Father with

all the energy of heart, that ye may be

filled with this love" (Moroni 7:48).

We can ask for what we need hour
by hour and minute by minute. It is

possible to have this personal conversa-

tion with our Heavenly Father through

Jesus Christ by kneeling in prayer, just

as surely as ifwe could kneel beside the

manger and see the Savior there.

Participate in the saving ordinances

We can participate in the saving

ordinances. We are reminded of our

baptismal covenants by partaking of

the sacrament. The sacrament prayers

help us remember the Savior and His

goodness. We can live worthy to parti-

cipate in the temple ordinances. These
ordinances are the culminating act of

conversion of mortal men and women,
and they fulfill that need for an earthly

commitment to heavenly knowledge.
We can consider our visits to the temple

as a personal pilgrimage to a sacred

place, as the shepherds must have con-

sidered their journey to that humble
manger.
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Increase our talents

We can increase our talents. These
are the gifts we bring. The talents we
have come from our Heavenly Father,

and to honor Him we can develop and
expand them and then return them to

Him. All of us possess some talent

which we can practice, increase, and
offer. Are you regularly practicing your

talents? Perhaps your talent is kind-

ness or gratitude. How about being
cheerful, helpful, and unselfish? How
about practicing that winning smile?

The Wise Men brought their gifts of

gold, frankincense, and myrrh. We can

bring our talents.

Serve others

We can serve others. Serving oth-

ers in any way is an indication of our
desire to respond to the Savior's invita-

tion to come unto Him. How about a

checkup on our service to others? Let's

ask ourselves, Will I make that visit to

my homebound friend? Will I open my
mouth to defend and testify of the

truth? Will I give of my worldly goods?
Do I share some of my fresh, produc-

tive time with my children? Do I serve

with joy in my Church calling?

There are times I feel over-
whelmed with the calling I have, but

I trust in the Lord to give me courage
and help me do His will. Likely most
of you want to feel secure and safe

and quietly live within boundaries
which are familiar and comfortable.

However, without the risk of new
experiences and challenging calls to

serve, we fail to grow and are not as

useful in the work of building the

Lord's kingdom as we need to be. Just

as the shepherds left familiar terrain

in dark of night for a new experience,

we are called to leave secure and com-
fortable settings to serve and to gain

experience.

As if we had trod to Bethlehem

I believe that each of us can re-

create that familiar scene in Bethlehem
in our own lives. We can have a star to

follow just as the Wise Men did. "Thy
word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light

unto my path" (Psalm 119:105). The
scriptures can light our way, and our
testimonies can be a light from within.

The voices of angels can be the voices

of our beloved prophet and His ser-

vants. We can kneel at the feet of our
Savior just as literally as the shepherds

and the Wise Men, but we do it in

prayer. The gifts we bring are our tal-

ents. We can shout "Hosanna" like that

angelic choir and spread the good news
by bearing our testimonies. Each new
day is an opportunity to bind ourselves

to act according to what we know (see

D&C 43:8). By works of righteousness

we can come unto Christ each day of

our lives just as if we had trod in our
sandaled feet the rocky path to Bethle-

hem, holding a staff or bearing gifts.

I pray that Heavenly Father will

help us be wise men and wise women—
wise enough to accept His invitation,

nourish His word, and follow a "straight

course to eternal bliss" (Alma 37:44).

May we all cheerfully answer, "I'm
coming." For I testify that "if a man
bringeth forth good works he hearken-

eth unto the voice of the good shep-

herd, and he doth follow him" (Alma
5:41). This I do in the name of the

"shepherd [who] hath called after you
and is still calling after you" (Alma
5:37), Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Sister Betty Jo Jepsen,

first counselor in the Primary General
Presidency, and Elder David B. Haight
of the Council of the Twelve, who
spoke just before her.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Nearer, My God,


