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to Thee." Elders John E. Fowler, Jay

E. Jensen, and Augusto A. Lim, each
of whom was sustained as a newly
called Seventy, will speak to us follow-

ing the singing.

The choir and congregation sang

"Nearer, My God, to Thee."

Elder John E. Fowler

At the beginning of this ministry I

gratefully acknowledge your sustaining

vote and the continuing love and sup-

port of my eternal companion, my chil-

dren, parents, and family.

in each of their hearts, as in mine to-

day, has been to bless the lives of those

who will hear and hearken with words
that will cause them to become "wise

unto salvation."

A sacred place to declare God's word Hear the voice of the Lord

As this tabernacle was dedicated

on October 9, 1875, President John
Taylor read the following words of

petition and dedication in Brigham
Young's inspired prayer:

"We dedicate and consecrate that

portion of this house where our Presi-

dent and thy servants now are, to be a

holy and sacred place wherein thy ser-

vants may stand forth to declare thy

words and minister unto thy people in

the name of thy Son for ever. . . .

"May thy holy angels and minister-

ing spirits be in and round about this

habitation, that when thy servants are

called upon to stand in these sacred

places, to minister unto thy people, the

visions of eternity may be open to their

view, and they may be filled with the

spirit and inspiration of the Holy Ghost
and the gift and power of God; and let

all thy people who hearken to the

words of thy servants drink freely at the

fountain of the waters of life, that they

may become wise unto salvation" (Mil-

lennial Star, 15 Nov. 1875, p. 724).

Since the beginning of this latter-

day work, those who have stood to ad-

dress the Saints have done so only after

much reflection, contemplation, fast-

ing, and prayer. Surely each speaker

has sought for "the visions of eternity"

that he might be "filled with the spirit

and inspiration of the Holy Ghost and
the gift and power of God." The hope

Do the members of the Church
truly understand the importance of the

messages spoken from this pulpit in

general conference sessions and other

special meetings held in the Taber-

nacle? Do they understand their re-

sponsibility to "hear the voice of the

Lord" through the voice of his ser-

vants? (D&C 1:14). For certainly,

"whether by [the Lord's] voice or by

the voice of [his] servants, it is the

same" (D&C 1:38).

Do our members understand that

the inspired counsel and direction they

receive from the leaders of the Church
come as a voice of warning from a lov-

ing Heavenly Father who knows the

various calamities that "should come
upon the inhabitants of the earth"?

(D&C 1:17). "The anger of the Lord
is kindled, and his sword is bathed
in heaven, and it shall fall upon the

inhabitants of the earth" (D&C 1:13;

italics added).
"Wherefore the voice of the Lord

is unto the ends of the earth, that all

that will hear may hear" (D&C 1:11).

Spiritual poverty and darkness

Because many "know not where to

find it" (D&C 123:12), people of the

world are impoverished for the word of

God, spoken in clarity and plainness by

true servants of the Lord and lived in a
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spirit of obedience by his disciples.

Spiritually bankrupt lives of individuals

and families stand as mute testimony of

the futility of attempting to live in to-

day's society without revealed direction

from our Heavenly Father through his

prophets and Apostles. How much of

the evil in the world, how much of

the suffering and sorrow and sadness

could be eliminated if people would
hearken to the inspired instructions of

the leaders of the Church spoken from
this pulpit.

We are concerned at the number
of lives being lived in relative spiritual

darkness when available to each are

the words of the prophets in our day.

And these prophetic utterances be-

come a "lamp unto [the] feet, and a

light unto [the] path" of each of Heav-
enly Father's children willing to listen

and then live in conformity with re-

vealed truth (Psalm 119:105).

President Benson has taught,

"Success in righteousness, the power to

avoid deception and resist temptation,

guidance in our daily lives, healing of

the soul— these are but a few of the

promises the Lord has given to those

who will come to His word" ("The
Power of the Word," Ensign, May 1986,

p. 82).

Importance of conference messages

Accordingly, with great urgency

we invite all to come to the source of

the fountain of light and truth, even the

revealed word of God as taught in the

scriptures and by the present prophets

and Apostles and other general leaders

of this Church. We invite all to hear

and hearken to the messages of this

and other recent conferences.

President Benson's recent instruc-

tion on this point is timeless: "For the

next six months your conference edi-

tion of the Ensign should stand next to

your standard works and be referred

to frequently. As my dear friend and
brother [President] Harold B. Lee said,

we should let these conference ad-

dresses 'be the guide to [our] walk and
talk during the next six months. These
are the important matters the Lord
sees fit to reveal to this people in this

day' " (in Conference Report, Apr. 1988,

p. 97; or Ensign, May 1988, p. 84).

And hear these inspired state-

ments from three conference addresses

by President Marion G. Romney:
"In this conference we have been

greatly entertained at times with elo-

quent oratory. We have been taught by
great teachers. We have heard enough
truth and direction in this conference
to bring us into the presence of God if

we would follow it. We have been
taken on to the spiritual mountain and
shown visions of great glory, but how
many of us have heard that voice saying

we would have a part therein" (in Con-
ference Report, Apr. 1954, pp. 132-33).

"What we get out of general con-

ference is a build-up of our spirits as

we listen to those particular principles

and practices of the gospel which the

Lord inspires the present leadership of

the Church to bring to our attention at

the time. . . . He knows why he inspired

the other brethren who have talked in

this conference to say what they have

said. It is our high privilege to hear,

through these men, what the Lord
would say if he were here. If we do not

agree with what they say, it is because
we are out of harmony with the Spirit

of the Lord" (in Conference Report,

Oct. 1950, pp. 126-27).

"Today the Lord is revealing his

will to all the inhabitants of the earth,

and to members of the Church in par-

ticular, on the issues of this our day
through the living prophets, with the

First Presidency at the head. What
they say as a presidency is what the

Lord would say if he were here in per-

son. This is the rock foundation of

Mormonism. ... So I repeat again,

what the presidency say as a presidency

is what the Lord would say if he were
here, and it is scripture. It should
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be studied, understood, and followed,

even as the revelations in the Doctrine

and Covenants and other scriptures.

Those who follow this course will not

interpret what they say as being in-

spired by political bias or selfishness;

neither will they say that the brethren

are uninformed as to the circumstances

of those affected by their counsel; or

that their counsels cannot be accepted

because they are not prefaced by the

quotation, Thus saith the Lord.'

"Those . . . who will through mighty
prayer and earnest study inform them-
selves as to what these living prophets

say, and act upon it, will be visited by
the spirit of the Lord and know by the

spirit of revelation that they speak the

mind and will of the Father" (in Con-
ference Report, Apr. 1945, p. 90).

Prophets' words bless the faithful

What of the volumes of teachings

from our beloved prophet and Presi-

dent, Ezra Taft Benson? He is now in

the fiftieth year of service as a special

witness of the Lord Jesus Christ. Like

Moses, his hands have become some-
what heavy from his ministry (see Exo-
dus 17:11-12), but his words, spoken
from this pulpit throughout his in-

spired ministry, will continue to bless

the lives of the faithful.

In an inspired statement from a

much earlier day, Elder John A. Widtsoe
spoke of the utterances of the men who
have stood at the head of the Church:

"When [prophets] speak under the

influence of [their] prophetic power,

they amplify or add to the body of rev-

elation possessed by the Church. They
guide us in the maze of contending
forces. Each one . . . uses past revela-

tion and the new, to meet the needs of

the people of his day. The discourses

of these men . . . should be read and
observed as inspired messages for our

guidance toward joy on earth and here-

after" (in Discourses ofWilford Woodruff,

sel. G. Homer Durham [Salt Lake
City: Bookcraft, 1946], pp. xi-xii).

Hearken to the prophets' messages

Therefore we repeat our plea that

members and others return to the mes-
sages of our beloved prophet. We
should read them and heed them. And
as we hearken to those messages, along

with the other words of the living

prophets and leaders spoken from this

pulpit, may we become "wise unto sal-

vation."

It is my witness that President

Ezra Taft Benson, his Counselors, and
the members of the Council of the

Twelve are apostles and prophets of

the Lamb of God and that this Church,

and its work of bringing souls to Christ,

rests solidly upon the foundation of the

goodness, faith, and unity of our living

apostles and prophets. Jesus Christ

lives and is the very cornerstone of this

work of salvation. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder Jay E. Jensen

I am so thankful for my wife and
children. To enjoy their love, confi-

dence, and support is one of the great-

est blessings of my life. I express my
heartfelt gratitude to parents who
loved and lived the gospel, and also to

my brothers and sisters, from whom I

have learned so much. I thank my
Brethren of the General Authorities

for their kind and gentle tutoring. I

express my gratitude to all with whom
I have worked over the years and to


