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given principles of humility and the sub-

missive heart that have sustained us since

the restoration of the gospel. Let us seek

truth and guidance from a loving Father.

Let us look to our Father in Heaven and

His living prophets and personal revela-

tion for guidance. When the prophets

speak, let us listen and obey.

I bear solemn witness that God lives,

that He cares enough to direct His
prophets for our blessing and edification.

I bear witness that as we seek direction

from our Father, as we follow the

prophets, our faith will be sustained and

enlarged. And so, my brothers and sisters,

my farewell words to you today, not

given casually and not given without

meaning and contemplation, but given

with the soberness and the sincerity of

my heart, are simply "Keep the faith." In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder J. Richard Clarke of the Presi-

dency of the Seventy and Bishop Richard

C. Edgley, Second Counselor in the Pre-

siding Bishopric, have just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will

now join in singing "Redeemer of Israel,"

following which we shall hear from Elder

L. Lionel Kendrick of the Seventy.

The chorus and congregation sang

"Redeemer of Israel."

Elder L. Lionel Kendrick

Scriptures are a divine road map

When we left our heavenly home to

take this trip through mortality, we re-

ceived instructions and divine directions

that would assist us in returning home
safely to our Heavenly Father. These
directions were clearly communicated
to prepare us for our earthly experiences.

Our Heavenly Father continues to

communicate with us through revelation.

These revelations are communications of

divine directions. They may come to us

personally or through the voice of the

Lord's chosen servants—the prophets,

seers, and revelators. Those revelations

received by prophets are given to us in the

form of scripture or by the voice of the

living prophets. Thus the scriptures be-

come a road map, a set of divine direc-

tions to assist us on our journey through

mortality and our return trip home. Just

as a road map that is not read, scriptures

that are not searched are of little value to

us in providing directions.

Are we studying our divine direc-

tions daily? When was the last time we
checked our celestial compass to see if we

are still on course? The road to the celes-

tial kingdom is one way. When we fail to

search the scriptures, we may find our-

selves going the wrong way on a one-way
highway.

What constitutes scripture?

The Savior gave us a clear concept

of what constitutes scripture. Speaking of

the early elders in this dispensation, he

said, "And whatsoever they shall speak

when moved upon by the Holy Ghost

shall be scripture, shall be the will of the

Lord" (D&C 68:4).

Scriptures reveal the divine desires

of the Lord in our behalf. Each of us

should have a burning desire to search the

scriptures diligently and daily to seek the

will of the Lord in our life. For some it

may be necessary to develop the disci-

pline to search the scriptures daily.

Love and appreciate the scriptures

How do we feel about the scriptures?

Do we have the same love for the scrip-

tures that Nephi expressed when he said:
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"For my soul delighteth in the scrip-

tures, and my heart pondereth them. . . .

"Behold, my soul delighteth in the

things of the Lord; and my heart pon-

dereth continually upon the things which I

have seen and heard" (2 Nephi 4:15-16).

We should show great respect and
reverence for these sacred revelations.

We should have feelings of gratitude for

those who recorded and preserved these

revelations for our research.

Jacob, one of the four major writers

of the Book of Mormon, expressed

concerns that he could write but a small

portion of his words on the plates. He
recorded that he would be limited in his

writing "because of the difficulty of en-

graving our words upon plates" (Jacob 4:1).

Even with the difficulty of the task,

Jacob felt it important to use a portion of

the plates to express his tender feelings as

to how he hoped we would receive the

words he had written. He said, "And we
labor diligently to engraven these words
upon plates, hoping that our beloved
brethren and our children will receive

them with thankful hearts, and look upon
them that they may learn with joy and
not with sorrow, neither with contempt"

(Jacob 4:3).

Some have suffered death to make
it possible for us to have the scriptures

today. Historically, the scriptures in the

Bible were reserved for the clergy, with

the reading of them by others being de-

nounced. At times laws even prohibited

the public or private reading of them.

What a marvelous blessing we have to not

only possess the most complete collection

of scripture in history but also to have the

freedom to search and to use them!

Purpose of the scriptures

One of the most sacred purposes for

which the scriptures were written was to

make it possible for all to know Christ.

The scriptures teach and testify of Jesus

Christ. They teach us much that we need

to know and do to return to the presence of

the Savior. John was specific in giving the

purpose of the scriptures when he said,

"But these [things] are written, that ye

might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the

Son of God; and that believing ye might

have life through his name" (John 20:31).

Nephi bore witness as to the reason

he had recorded the revelations when he

said, "And I, Nephi, have written these

things unto my people, that perhaps I

might persuade them that they would
remember the Lord their Redeemer"

(1 Nephi 19:18).

Scriptures are necessary for spiritual

survival

The scriptures should be of the great-

est importance in our lives. Our spiritual

survival during the stresses of our society

and the temptations of our time is greatly

dependent upon the strength we will

receive from searching the scriptures and

listening to the words of the prophets,

seers, and revelators.

People as well as nations perish

without scriptures. The scriptures are

spiritual food for our spirits, which is just

as important as physical food for our

bodies. It was so important for Lehi to

have the scriptures and records which
were engraved on the brass plates that the

Lord commanded Nephi to slay Laban in

order to obtain them. The Lord knew of

their importance for the spiritual nourish-

ment of Lehi and his descendants. He ex-

plained, "It is better that one man should

perish than that a nation should dwindle

and perish in unbelief" (1 Nephi 4:13).

In contrast, the Mulekites, who mi-

grated to the American continent shortly

after Lehi and his family left Jerusalem,

failed to bring with them any sacred scrip-

tures or records. Omni recorded the con-

dition of a nation without scriptures:

"They had had many wars and seri-

ous contentions, and had fallen by the

sword from time to time; and their lan-

guage had become corrupted; and they

had brought no records with them; and
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they denied the being of their Creator"

(Omni 1:17).

Even more serious than their contin-

uous contentions and wars and the corrup-

tion of their language was the tragedy that

they did not know the Savior. The pattern

is the same for individuals as it is for

nations. Without searching the scriptures,

they cease to know the Savior.

Search the scriptures

The Savior provided counsel as to

the way we should study scripture. He
said, "And now, whoso readeth, let him
understand; he that hath the scriptures, let

him search them" (3 Nephi 10:14).

The Prophet Joseph Smith coun-
seled: "Search the scriptures—search the

revelations . . . and ask your Heavenly Fa-

ther, in the name of His Son Jesus Christ,

to manifest the truth unto you, and if you
do it with an eye single to His glory noth-

ing doubting, He will answer you by the

power of His Holy Spirit. You will then

know for yourselves and not for another.

You will not then be dependent on man
for the knowledge of God; nor will there

be any room for speculation" {Teachings

of the Prophet Joseph Smith, sel. Joseph

Fielding Smith [Salt Lake City: Deseret

Book Co., 1938], pp. 11-12).

It is not enough to read the scrip-

tures. Random reading results in reduced

retention. We must search for specifics.

We must seek for truth and increased

understanding of its application in our

lives.

Suggestions for scripture study

If we are to be effective in our study

of the scriptures, we must prepare for it

to be a special spiritual experience. The
following suggestions may be helpful.

1. Schedule. Schedule a time to

search the scriptures daily. Scripture

study is such an essential part of our spiri-

tual development that we must take time

and make it a priority in our daily sched-

ule. Our spirits should never be deprived

of the much-needed spiritual nourishment

which comes from scripture study. With-

out this spiritual food our spirits become
starved and weakened to temptation.

President Kimball taught the prin-

ciple that "no father, no son, no mother,

no daughter should get so busy that he or

she does not have time to study the scrip-

tures and the words of modern prophets"

(in Conference Report, Apr. 1976, p. 71;

or Ensign, May 1976, p. 47).

2. Pray. We should begin and end

each study session with prayer. We must

invite the Spirit to teach us. Nephi taught

that "the mysteries of God shall be un-

folded ... by the power of the Holy
Ghost" (1 Nephi 10:19).

3. Search. To search is to seek, to

explore, to examine carefully. As we
study we should do so with purpose,

searching for specifics and an expansion

of our vision of eternal truth. We must

search for principles, doctrines, answers

to questions, and solutions to problems.

We should look for doctrinal relation-

ships and for possible hidden meanings of

that which has been recorded.

4. Ponder. To ponder is to meditate,

to think, to feast, and to treasure. It is

more than a mental method; it is a spiri-

tual striving to obtain and to understand

truth. We should follow the process

taught by the Savior to the Nephites as

he taught them sacred principles. He then

instructed them, "Go ye unto your homes,

and ponder upon the things which I have

said, and ask of the Father, in my name,

that ye may understand, and prepare your

minds for the morrow" (3 Nephi 17:3).

We should ponder the meanings
of the things we learn from our search

of the scriptures. The Apostle Paul

instructed the Philippian Saints to "think

on these things" (Philippians 4:8). To
think involves forming mental images
in the mind and focusing intently upon
that which has been discovered. Nephi
counseled to "feast upon the words of

Christ; for behold, the words of Christ

will tell you all things what ye should do"
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(2 Nephi 32:3). To feast is to consume, to

digest, to absorb.

As we ponder, we should follow the

counsel of the Savior when he said,

"Treasure up in your minds continually

the words of life" (D&C 84:85). This im-

plies that we should repeat in our minds

the principles we have learned and draw
upon them in each of our decisions.

5. Relate. Nephi has counseled to

"liken all scriptures unto us, that it might

be for our profit and learning" (1 Nephi

19:23). We must read as if the Lord
were speaking directly to us in a personal

manner.

6. Apply. President Marion G. Rom-
ney counseled: "Learning the gospel from

the written word ... is not enough. It

must also be lived. . . . One cannot fully

learn the gospel without living it"

("Records of Great Worth," Ensign, Sept.

1980, p. 4). As we learn a principle, we
must make a real effort to apply it and

to live it in our life.

We will return home safely

The scriptures are priceless posses-

sions. If we search the scriptures, seeking

for the plain and precious principles, the

Lord will reveal his will unto us and we
will be richly blessed. If we research the

revelations and respond correctly to them,

we will return home safely to Heavenly

Father. To this I so testify in the sacred

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The chorus sang "Nearer, My God,

to Thee."

President Monson

Elder L. Lionel Kendrick of the Sev-

enty has spoken to us, followed by the

Mormon Youth Chorus singing "Nearer,

My God, to Thee."

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Council

of the Twelve Apostles will now speak

to us.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

Titles of respect

When I was young, I learned that

great respect was owed to those who held

the office of bishop. As a sign of that

respect, we always addressed our bishop

as Bishop Christensen or Bishop Calder

or Brother Jones. We never called our

bishop Mr. or by his first name, as we did

in speaking to others. With the bishop, we
always used an honored title.

When I was seventeen, I joined the

Utah National Guard. There I learned that

a soldier must use certain words in speak-

ing to an officer. I saw this as another

mark of respect for authority. I also ob-

served that this special language served as

a way of reminding both the soldier and

the officer of the responsibilities of their

positions. I later understood that same
reasoning as explaining why full-time

missionaries should always be called by

the dignified titles of elder or sister, or the

equivalent in other languages.

In my legal training I became famil-

iar with the formal language lawyers use

to address judges during court proceed-

ings. After graduation I worked for a year

as a law clerk to the chief justice of the

United States. We always used the formal

title of his office, Chief Justice. Similarly,

communications to our most senior gov-

ernment leaders should be addressed in a

particular way, such as Mr. President,

Your Excellency, or Your Majesty. The

use of titles signifies respect for office

and authority.

The words we use in speaking to

someone can identify the nature of our re-

lationship to that person. They can also

remind speaker and listener of the respon-

sibilities they owe one another in that


