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its decreed course, or to turn it up stream,

as to hinder the Almighty from pouring

down knowledge from heaven upon the

heads of the Latter-day Saints" (D&C
121:33).

With grand optimism the Prophet

Joseph wrote to the editor of the Chicago

Democrat: "No unhallowed hand can stop

the work from progressing; persecutions

may rage, mobs may combine, armies

may assemble, calumny may defame, but

the truth of God will go forth boldly,

nobly, and independent, till it has pen-

etrated every continent, visited every

clime, swept every country, and sounded

in every ear, till the purposes of God shall

be accomplished, and the Great Jehovah

shall say the work is done" (History of the

Church, 4:540).

The divine character of the Church

We rejoice that the future belongs to

our Master, who created this world, pro-

vided the plan of salvation, and estab-

lished this Church. He himself declared,

"For I, the Lord, have put forth my hand

to exert the powers of heaven; ye cannot

see it now, yet a little while and ye shall

see it, and know that I am, and that I will

come and reign with my people" (D&C
84:119).

No other institution has the divine

character as does The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. That is be-

cause it has true authority, revealed pur-

pose, a divine work, committed disciples,

a vision of our stewardship, and impelling

principles of eternal progress. To these

things I humbly and gratefully testify in

the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

We have listened to Elders John M.
Madsen and V. Dallas Merrell of the

Seventy.

The congregation and the choir will

now join in singing "High on the Moun-
tain Top." Elder David E. Sorensen, who
also was called as a Seventy since last

April, will then speak to us.

The choir and congregation sang

"High on the Mountain Top."

Elder David E. Sorensen

When our oldest children were still

small, we lived on a busy street here in

Salt Lake City. My wife, Verla, and I

were concerned about the danger that

street presented to our children. We used

every opportunity to reinforce the impor-

tance of staying away from the street. In

addition, this was a time in our children's

lives when they were learning about
temples and eternal families. So our chil-

dren's prayers regularly included this

request: "Please help us to be married in

the temple and stay out of the street."

One day after some of our neigh-

bor's children had gone home after play-

ing at our house, my wife received a call

from their mother. One of her children

had heard a prayer while he was visiting

us and had offered this variation when he

said his own prayer at home: "Please help

us stay out of the temple and get married

in the street."

I trust that that particular prayer was
not received exactly the way it was
phrased, but I do have a strong testimony

of the importance of prayer in shaping our

lives.

The Savior's teachings about prayer

The Savior puts great emphasis on

prayer in the Book of Mormon. He re-

peatedly and personally prayed with and

for the Nephites. And after He did this,

He asked them to follow His example:
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"Verily, verily, I say unto you, ye

must watch and pray always, lest ye be

tempted by the devil, and ye be led away
captive by him.

"And as I have prayed among you
even so shall ye pray in my church,

among my people who do repent and
are baptized in my name. Behold I am
the light; I have set an example for you"

(3 Nephi 18:15-16; see also 3 Nephi
18:24; 19:17-34; 27:21).

In fact, Christ specifically exhorts the

Nephites at least ten times to "pray unto

the Father in [his] name" (3 Nephi 18:19;

see also 3 Nephi 13:6-9; 14:11; 17:3;

18:20-21, 23; 20:31; 21:27; 27:2-7, 9, 28).

Christ taught that prayer is indis-

pensable at each step of the perfection

process, but especially at the very begin-

ning. For example, He taught that one of

the key reasons for the restoration of the

gospel was so scattered Israel could pray

to the Father in the name of Christ:

"Yea, the work shall commence
among all the dispersed of my people,

with the Father to prepare the way
whereby they may come unto me, that

they may call on the Father in my name"

(3 Nephi 21:27; italics added).

Furthermore, He taught that we
in the Church are to pray on behalf of

those who are investigating the Church
(see 3 Nephi 18:23-30). He encouraged

those who had heard His words to ponder

them and to pray to the Father in His
name for increased understanding (see

3 Nephi 17:3). And, of course, He showed
us that even perfected people, such as

Himself, should pray constantly.

At each level of our progression to-

ward becoming like our Heavenly Father,

prayer is a necessary step. Once we have

tasted of His goodness, Christ encourages

us to pray often—in secret, in our fami-

lies, in our churches, and in our hearts,

continually asking specifically for the

things which we need—telling us, "And
whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in my
name, which is right, believing that ye

shall receive, behold it shall be given unto

you" (3 Nephi 18:20).

The key to salvation

Christ taught the Nephites that

prayer is more than just a means to re-

ceive our Father in Heaven's generosity;

rather, prayer itself is an act of faith as

well as an act of righteousness. Prayer is

the defining act of the worshiper of God
the Father and His Son, Jesus Christ. This

is because the act of prayer itself can

change and purify us, both individually

and as a group. As our Bible Dictionary

states, "The object of prayer is not to

change the will of God, but to secure for

ourselves and for others blessings that

God is already willing to grant, but that

are made conditional on our asking for

them" (p. 753).

In other words, prayers bring our de-

sires and the desires of our Father into

harmony, thus bringing us both the bless-

ing we are seeking and also the blessing

of greater unity with the Father. This

practice is key to the collective and indi-

vidual salvation of women and men.
Elder Hyrum M. Smith expressed

this idea well when he wrote, "The prayer

of faith is the secret of the strength of the

Church" (Hyrum M. Smith and Janne M.
Sjodahl, The Doctrine and Covenants
Commentary, rev. ed. [Salt Lake City:

Deseret Book Co., 1972], p. 194).

Prayers during son's illness

I have seen this verified in my own
life. While we were living in California,

one of our sons was seriously injured in

an automobile accident. His skull was
badly fractured, and doctors gave us very

little encouragement that he would sur-

vive. Three days after he was admitted to

the hospital, he contracted meningitis, and

his condition worsened. Our family doc-

tor and neighbor came to our home and

said, "All we can do now is pray."

And pray we did. For several weeks
our neighbors, friends, and business asso-

ciates joined us in praying for our son and

for our own strength. After almost a

month, our son's condition finally stabi-
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lized and then improved, and we were
blessed to see him eventually recovered

and smiling again.

I would not wish a similar experi-

ence on anyone, but that terrible, difficult

period taught us the principle that Presi-

dent Thomas S. Monson has taught the

Church. Said he, "Prayer is the passport to

spiritual power" (in Conference Report,

Oct. 1990, p. 61; or Ensign, Nov. 1990,

p. 47). During our son's illness, we
saw and felt the spiritual power of prayer!

Our ward had never prayed harder than it

did then, and I don't think the members
had ever been closer to each other. Our
family was sustained by the collective

faith and prayers of our friends. And even

as our hearts were breaking in fear that we
might lose our son, we felt closer to our

Heavenly Father and more aware of our

dependency on Him than at almost any

other time in our lives.

Prayer changes our souls

While the blessings we ask for and

receive through prayer are undeniably

magnificent, the greatest blessing and

benefit is not the physical or spiritual

blessings that may come as answers to

our prayers but the changes to our soul

that come as we learn to depend on our

Heavenly Father for strength.

One mother told the following expe-

rience that helps to explain this idea. She

said, "Sometimes while we are eating,

one of my children will get my attention

and signal to me while his mouth is full of

food. Grunting and waving, he will try to

motion for me to do something for him.

I know perfectly well that what he wants

is for me to pour him a glass of milk, but I

will wait until he uses words to ask me
before I will do it. It's not that I can't

understand what he wants but that I feel

it is important for him to learn how to

communicate well."

In much the same way that parents

tutor their children in communication and

courtesy, I believe that our Heavenly
Father teaches us to pray because the very

act of praying will improve us. We wor-

ship our Father in Heaven as all-knowing

and all-powerful. Surely, as our Creator,

He knows our cares, our worries, our

joys, our struggles without our informing

Him. The reason our Heavenly Father

asks us to pray cannot be that we are able

to tell Him something He does not already

know. Rather, the reason He asks us to

pray is that the process of learning to

communicate effectively with Him will

shape and change our lives as much as we
are changed by learning to communicate
as children.

President Gordon B. Hinckley
teaches it this way:

"There is something in the very

posture of kneeling that contradicts the

attitudes described by Paul: 'proud . . .

heady, highminded.' . . .

"There is something in the act of

addressing Deity that offsets a tendency

toward blasphemy and toward becoming
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of

God.

"The inclination to be unholy, as

Paul described it, to be unthankful, is

erased as together family members thank

the Lord for life and peace and all they

have" ("The Blessings of Family Prayer,"

Ensign, Feb. 1991, p. 4).

Aside from participating in the ordi-

nances of the gospel, there is no other

time in our lives when we can renew our

spiritual life and improve our understand-

ing of our place before Heavenly Father

the way we can when we pray. As we
humble ourselves to approach our God
and thoughtfully consider His grace and
great love for us, we will become a more
holy and reverent people, more able to re-

ceive the blessings He will willingly pour

out on us. Truly, the prayer of faith is the

secret of the strength of the Church.

I testify that God lives, that Jesus is

the Christ, that Joseph Smith was the

prophet of the Restoration. Ezra Taft Ben-
son is our prophet. The Book of Mor-
mon's gold plates are a reality, as were
the appearances of Moroni and many
other angels who instructed the Prophet
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Joseph Smith in response to his prayers.

The restoration of the priesthood is real

and eternal. It is the binding force for

such divine ordinances as baptisms and

sealings as administered by the Church

today. The First Presidency and the

Twelve Apostles are prophets, seers, and

revelators. I so testify in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Elder David E. Sorensen

of the Seventy.

Elder Richard G. Scott of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles will now speak

to us.

Elder Richard G. Scott

Our great missionary program

For a few hours nearly every week I

have an experience that leaves me pro-

foundly touched with gratitude, awe, and

confidence in the future. As a step in the

pattern used by the First Presidency to

call, through inspiration, full-time mis-

sionaries, each week some of the Twelve
review from five hundred to eight hun-

dred recommendations from all over the

world. Each call and assignment is made
by the Spirit through the Lord's Apostles.

Each candidate's history is a vignette of

sacrifice, devotion, testimony, and faith.

Some who do not understand our

spiritual roots are baffled by our mission-

ary program. They cannot believe young
women are willing to devote one and one-

half years and young men two years to

teach religious principles under a rigorous

daily schedule with the highest standards

of personal discipline while forgoing

dating and all other private interests. Nor
can they fathom why such youth work
to finance their missions, at times with

the help of family or friends, when they

cannot choose where or with whom they

will serve.

Such youth are joined by couples

who leave comfortable homes, grandchil-

dren, and recreation, often multiple times,

for distant parts of the world to live under

the most humble circumstances. A few
learn a foreign language; many experi-

ence vastly different cultures, accepting

challenges they are not sure they can cope

with. Yet these youth and couples return

from service given at great personal sacri-

fice, thanking the Lord for the privilege.

There is nothing like it in the world.

The power of correct principles

What creates this valiant force of

over 48,000 missionaries voluntarily

serving others? Whence cometh their

strength? The answer lies in the power of
correct principles. I will explain.

Man has always benefited from
obedience to true principles. The fearless

Polynesians in precarious craft crossed an

immense ocean for destinations thousands

of miles away. That feat was accom-
plished not by chance but by adherence to

sound principles of celestial navigation.

They prepared carefully and did not suc-

cumb to temptations to deviate from their

course or delay en route. In like manner,

you and I can be assured of reaching wor-

thy objectives in life by understanding

and consistently following correct prin-

ciples rooted in revealed truth.

Principles are anchors of safety.

They are like the steel anchors a moun-
taineer uses to conquer otherwise impos-

sible cliffs. They will help you have
confidence in new and unfamiliar circum-

stances. They will provide you protection

in life's storms of adversity.

All of the self-inflicted tragedy that

occurs today from violation of the Lord's

commandments could be avoided by care-

ful, consistent observance of revealed


