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his teachings to the world. The Church
is the structure through which he can

give to the world his message of hope,

the hope of salvation, the right to live

with our Heavenly Father and his

Beloved Son forever. Our Heavenly
Father lives and loves each of his chil-

dren. I testify that Joseph Smith is a

prophet of God, as are each of his

successors through President Ezra Taft

Benson, our present prophet. I bear this

witness in the sacred name of Jesus
Christ, amen.
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The chorus sang "Sweet Is the

Work."

President Hinckley

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Council of the Twelve has just spoken to

us, followed by the choir singing "Sweet

Is the Work."
Bishop Robert D. Hales, Presiding

Bishop of the Church, will now address

us, and he will be followed by Elder
Joe J. Christensen of the Presidency of

the Seventy.

Bishop Robert D. Hales

My message today is one of love. I

love my dear companion, Mary, my two
sons, and their families. May I express

appreciation for all the joy they have
brought into my life.

As I think about these relationships

with my own family, I cannot help but

return to the example I received from
my own parents. Our children will re-

member us by our example. From my
earliest childhood, I remember experi-

ences which taught me about the priest-

hood which I hold and to respect and
love the relationship my father and
mother had with one another.

Learning respect for the priesthood

My father taught me respect for

the priesthood. While serving in the

Aaronic Priesthood, we passed the

sacrament using stainless steel sacra-

ment trays which, as a result of spilled

water, were often dulled with hard
water spots. As a holder of the Aaronic

Priesthood, I was responsible for help-

ing prepare the sacrament. Father
asked me to bring home the trays, and
together we cleaned them with steel

wool until every tray sparkled. When I

passed the sacrament, I knew we had
participated in making the sacrament
ordinance a little more sacred.

On vacations, Father would take us

to historical sites that were prominent in

Church history to build our knowledge
and testimonies.

On one occasion, when I was a

twelve-year-old deacon, Father asked if

I would like to go to the baseball hall of

fame in Cooperstown, New York, and to

the Hill Cumorah Pageant near Palmyra,

New York. This is where Joseph Smith
was led to the golden plates which were
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later translated into the Book of Mor-
mon. Father also took me to the Sacred

Grove, where Joseph Smith had prayed
to Heavenly Father and was visited in a

vision by God the Father and His Son,

Jesus Christ. We prayed together in the

grove and expressed our desire to be
true and faithful to the priesthood which
we held. Father later painted a picture of

the place where we had prayed and gave
it to me as a reminder of our promises

made that day together. It hangs in my
office today and serves as a reminder
each day of my sacred experience and
promises made with my earthly father

as well as my Heavenly Father.

On another occasion, Father took
me to the Susquehanna River, where, in

1829, Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery
received the Aaronic Priesthood from
a visitation of John the Baptist. Father
explained that the restoration of the

priesthood was one of the most signifi-

cant events in this dispensation.

Learning respect for womanhood

I learned respect for womanhood
from my father's tender caring for

my mother, my sister, and his sisters.

Father was the first to arise from dinner

to clear the table. My sister and I would
wash and dry the dishes each night at

Father's request. If we were not there,

Father and Mother would clean the
kitchen together.

In later years, after Mother had a

stroke, Father faithfully cared for her
every need. The last two years of her
life required twenty-four-hour care, he
being called by Mother every few min-
utes, day or night. I shall never forget

his example of loving care for his cher-

ished companion. He told me it was
small payment for over fifty years of my
mother's loving devotion to him.

Father's teaching the creative process

Father was a commercial artist for a

large advertising agency in New York

City. On one occasion he was under
tremendous stress to produce an adver-

tising campaign. He had come home on
a Friday evening and worked most of the

night. Saturday morning, after a few
hours working in the yard, he retired to

his studio to create an advertising cam-

paign for a new product. My sister and I

found great delight in chasing each other

round and round the dining room table,

which was situated in a room directly

over his head. He had told us to please

stop at least twice, but to no avail. This

time he came bounding up the steps and
collared me. He sat me down and taught

a great lesson. He did not yell or strike

me even though he was very annoyed.

He explained the creative process,

the spiritual process, if you will, and
the need for quiet pondering and get-

ting close to the Spirit for his creativity

to function. Because he took time to ex-

plain and help me understand, I learned

a lesson that has been put to use almost

daily in my life.

How will our children remember us?

My point in telling these stories is

that we, as parents, have the privilege

and the responsibility of teaching gospel

principles by our example and testimony

to our loved ones.

My father has been gone for seven

years, but I remember him with love and
respect. Examples become memories
that guide our lives:

• Memories of Mother and her

tiny, slippered feet on top of Father's

feet as they danced around the kitchen

and their expressions of love for each

other.

• Memories as a young boy sitting

on the floor by Mother and Father's

bedside while they took turns reading

aloud from the scriptures.

• Memories in later years of going

to the Salt Lake Temple and watch-
ing Mother and Father participate in

the presentation of the endowment
ceremony.
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May the memories our children

have guide their lives.

Now I find myself asking the ques-

tion, "How will my children remember
me?" How will your children remember
you?

Parents represent Heavenly Father

The calling of father or mother is

sacred and carries with it great signifi-

cance. One of the greatest privileges

and responsibilities given to us is that of

being a parent—helping bring to earth

a child of God and having the sacred

responsibility to love, care, and guide

children back to our Heavenly Father.

In many ways earthly parents represent

their Heavenly Father in the process of

nurturing, loving, caring, and teaching

children. Children naturally look to

their parents to learn of the characteris-

tics of their Heavenly Father. After they

come to love, respect, and have confi-

dence in their earthly parents, they
often unknowingly develop the same
feelings toward their Heavenly Father.

No parent on earth is perfect. In

fact, children are very understanding
when they sense and feel that parents

truly care and are attempting to be the

best they can be.

Teach by precept and example

It helps children to see that good
parents can have differing opinions and
that these differences can be worked out

without striking, yelling, or throwing

things. They need to see and feel calm
communication with respect for each
other's viewpoints so they themselves

will know how to work through differ-

ences in their own lives.

Parents are counseled to teach
their children by precept and example.

The Lord has said:

"Inasmuch as parents have children

in Zion, or in any of her stakes which
are organized, that teach them not to

understand the doctrine of repentance,

faith in Christ the Son of the living God,
and of baptism and the gift of the Holy
Ghost by the laying on of the hands,

when eight years old, the sin be upon
the heads of the parents. . . .

"And they shall also teach their

children to pray, and to walk uprightly

before the Lord" (D&C 68:25, 28).

Children who are taught to pray

and who pray with their parents when
young are more likely to pray when they

are older. Those who are taught when
they are young to love God and believe

He lives will more often continue their

spiritual development and increase their

feelings of love as they mature.

When a child strays

However, a child, even one raised

with great love and care and carefully

taught, may choose, when an adult, not

to follow those teachings for a variety

of reasons. How should we react? We
understand and respect the principle of

agency. We pray that life's experiences

will help them regain their desire and

ability to live the gospel. They are still

our children, and we will love and care

about them always. We do not lock the

doors of our house nor the doors to our

heart.

Some people feel they cannot ac-

cept or fulfill a Church calling if one of

their children is straying. As we accept

the calling and do our best, we may have

a profound spiritual effect on those we
love the most. If we think other families

don't have any difficulties or any prob-

lems, we just don't know them well

enough.

The Lord will help parents

If the example we have received

from our parents was not good, it is our

responsibility to break the cycle.

Certainly parents will make mis-

takes in their parenting process, but

through humility, faith, prayer, and
study, each person can learn a better
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way and in so doing bless the lives of

family members now and teach correct

traditions for the generations that fol-

low.

The Lord's promises are sure: "I

will instruct thee and teach thee in the

way which thou shalt go" (Psalm 32:8).

And "whatsoever ye shall ask the Father

in my name, which is right, believing

that ye shall receive, behold it shall be

given unto you" (3 Nephi 18:20).

Parents must be Christlike

Selfishness is so frequently at the

core of family relationship problems.
When individuals focus on their own
selfish interests, they miss opportunities

to listen, to understand, or to consider

the other person's feelings or needs.

President Benson has cautioned us:

"We must be more Christlike in

our attitude and behavior than what
we see in the world. We should be as

charitable and considerate with our
loved ones as Christ is with us. He is

kind, loving, and patient with each of us.

Should we not reciprocate the same love

to our [companions] and children?

"... 'What manner of men ought

we to be?' You remember the Lord's

answer is this: 'Verily I say unto you,

even as I am' (3 Nephi 27:27; italics

added)" (in Conference Report, Oct.

1983, p. 64; or Ensign, Nov. 1983, p. 44).

President Benson continues:

"As I have listened to . . . reports

[of unrighteous actions], I have asked

myself, 'How can any member of the

Church—any man who holds the priest-

hood of God—be guilty of cruelty to his

own wife and children?'

"Such actions, if practiced by a

priesthood holder, are almost inconceiv-

able. They are totally out of character

with the teachings of the Church and the

gospel of Jesus Christ.

"As priesthood holders, we are to

emulate the character of the Savior"

(in Conference Report, Oct. 1983, p. 61;

or Ensign, Nov. 1983, p. 42).

Section 121 of the Doctrine and
Covenants teaches us, "No power or

influence can or ought to be maintained

by virtue of the priesthood, only by per-

suasion, by long-suffering, by gentleness

and meekness, and by love unfeigned"

(v. 41).

These qualities of kindness and
pure knowledge are reflective of our
Heavenly Father.

Jesus' love for his Father

We get an insight into the love

Jesus had for His Father, our Father in

Heaven, in Jesus' intercessory prayer,

recorded in the Bible, seventeenth chap-

ter of John. The suffering and the aton-

ing sacrifice were nigh at hand.

"These words spake Jesus, and
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and said,

Father, the hour is come; glorify

thy Son, that thy Son also may glorify

thee. . .

.

"And this is life eternal, that they

might know thee the only true God, and
Jesus Christ, whom thou has sent" (John

17:1, 3).

Jesus acknowledged He was with

His Father before coming to earth and
the love they had for each other. He said:

"O Father, glorify thou me with

thine own self with the glory which I had
with thee before the world was . .

.
, that

[the world] may know that thou hast

sent me, and hast loved them, as thou
hast loved me . . . : for thou lovedst me
before the foundation of the world"
(John 17:5, 23-24).

It is touching to me that Jesus
closes His prayer with a desire that we
might know and love our Father as He
does, even though we can't remember
Him in our mortal estate.

Jesus prayed, "O righteous Father,

the world hath not known thee: but I

have known thee, and these [disciples]

have known that thou hast sent me"
(John 17:25).

Jesus was able to complete his mis-

sion of the Atonement on earth because



12

Saturday, October 2, 1993

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Morning Session

of the knowledge, example, and love of Heavenly Father and our Savior have,

His Father. Likewise, may each of us, as

parents and especially as brethren in

the priesthood, through our example,

love, and care, be remembered by our

children to have the qualities that our

that we may endure to the end and
someday return with our families to

their celestial presence, I pray in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Joe J. Christensen

Rearing children amid moral pollution

Not long ago I had an impromptu
conversation with a group of young
parents who exhibited a great deal of

anxiety about rearing their children in

our morally polluted environment. They
asked for assistance in helping their chil-

dren find their way in a world that seems

to be unraveling.

We all hear and read a great deal

these days about our polluted physical

environment—acid rain, smog, toxic

wastes. But these parents recognize that

there is another kind of pollution that is

much more dangerous—the moral and
spiritual.

In a recent conference, Elder Boyd
K. Packer said, "As we test the moral

environment, we find the pollution index

is spiraling upward" (in Conference Re-

port, Apr. 1992, p. 91; or Ensign, May
1992, p. 66). The Apostle Paul foresaw

"that in the last days perilous times shall

come" (2 Timothy 3:1). And speaking of

the last days, the prophet Moroni de-

clared, "Yea, it shall come in a day when
there shall be great pollutions upon the

face of the earth" (Mormon 8:31).

Pollution in the mass media

Sadly, the effects of this great pol-

lution are perhaps most evident in the

mass media, films, television, and popu-

lar music. Of this, Senator Robert D.

Byrd said, "If we in this nation continue

to sow the images of murder, violence,

drug abuse, . . . perversion, [and] por-

nography . . . before the eyes of millions

of children, year after year and day after

day, we should not be surprised if the

foundations of our society rot away as if

from leprosy" (in Michael Medved, Hol-

lywood vs. America [New York: Harper
Perennial, 1992], p. 194).

Although there are some uplifting

exceptions, in most areas of the mass
media there seems to be a declaration

of war against almost everything the

majority treasures most: the family,

religion, and patriotism. Marriage is

degraded, while premarital and extra-

marital relations are encouraged and
glamorized. Profanity and the foulest of

vulgar gutter language bombard the

ears of all who listen. Reportedly, in

one R-rated movie, the most common,
vulgar four-letter word was spoken 256

times! Human life itself is trivialized by
the constant barrage of violence and
killings. Remember that anything that

is not good for children is rarely good
for adults.

In an unsuccessful effort to ward off

teen pregnancy and social disease, birth

control devices are freely distributed. I

am convinced that this practice strongly

communicates the basic message to

many youth that "anything goes; just

protect yourself in the process."

It is no wonder that young parents

become very anxious as they attempt to

fulfill their sacred trust in the face of

such an onslaught of despicable influ-

ences. Unfortunately, these challenges

confront members of the Church as well

as nonmembers.
Parents who really want to receive

assistance must return to the basics

—


