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President Hinckley

Elder M. Russell Ballard of the

Council of the Twelve Apostles has just

spoken to us.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from Elder Lloyd P. George, followed

by Elder Kenneth Johnson of the Sev-

enty.

Elder Lloyd P. George

Our importance in God's plan

The Psalmist asked the question:

"When I consider thy heavens, the

work of thy fingers, the moon and the

stars, which thou hast ordained;

"What is man, that thou art mindful

of him? and the son of man, that thou

visitest him?
"For thou hast made him a little

lower than the angels, and hast crowned

him with glory and honour.

"Thou madest him to have dominion

over the works of thy hands; thou hast put

all things under his feet" (Psalm 8:3-6).

This clearly puts into perspective

the importance of us, his children, in the

plan of mortality and eternal life. We
also have the word of the Lord to Job

when he asked the question of Job:

"Where wast thou when I laid the

foundations of the earth? declare, if thou

hast understanding.

"Who hath laid the measures
thereof, if thou knowest? or who hath

stretched the line upon it?

"Whereupon are the foundations

thereof fastened? or who laid the corner

stone thereof;

"When the morning stars sang to-

gether, and all the sons of God shouted

for joy?" (Job 38:4-7.)

Brothers and sisters, we were in that

council in heaven when this plan was
introduced, and we were happy for the

privilege and opportunity and blessing

of coming to earth to receive bodies,

which would permit us to have experi-

ences for good or for evil. My brothers

and sisters, how grateful we are to have

had part in this plan of redemption
rather than to feel as Paul told the Cor-

inthians, "If in this life only we have
hope in Christ, we are of all men most

miserable" (1 Corinthians 15:19). Are
we willing to give thanks for blessings

and knowledge received?

The sin of ingratitude

I believe one of the greatest sins that

we, the children of our Heavenly Father,

are guilty of is the sin of ingratitude.

President Joseph F. Smith said in one

of his talks that when a man who has

been blessed with additional gifts or

greater intellect rises to the acclaim and

success of his fellowmen, ofttimes he will

attribute his success to his own energies,

labors, and mental capabilities. Rather

than acknowledge the hand of God in

anything connected with his success, he

ignores Him altogether and takes the

honor to himself (see Journal of Dis-

courses, 25:53).

In all the great modern discoveries

in science, in the arts, and in all the ma-
terial advancements of the age, the world

says, "We've done it!" The individual

says, "I've done it!" and gives no honor

or credit to God. President Smith contin-

ues by saying, "One of the greatest sins

of which the inhabitants of the earth

are guilty today, is the sin of ingratitude"

(in Journal of Discourses, 25:52).

I presume most of us have not

thought of that as a serious sin. There is

a great tendency for us in our prayers

—

in our pleadings with the Lord—to ask

for additional blessings. Sometimes, I
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feel, we need to devote more of our
prayers to expressions of gratitude and
thanksgiving for blessings already re-

ceived. Of course, we need the daily

blessings of the Lord. But if we sin in

the matter of prayer, I think it is in our

lack of expressing thanksgiving for daily

blessings. God is not pleased with the

inhabitants of the earth but is angry with

them because they will not acknowledge
his hand in all things.

"And in nothing doth man offend

God, or against none is his wrath kin-

dled, save those who confess not his

hand in all things, and obey not his

commandments" (D&C 59:21).

The ten lepers

A classic example of ingratitude as

spoken of by the Savior is in Luke, chap-

ter 17:

"And it came to pass, as he went to

Jerusalem, that he passed through the

midst of Samaria and Galilee.

"And as he entered into a certain vil-

lage, there met him ten men that were
lepers, which stood afar off:

"And they lifted up their voices, and
said, Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.

"And when he saw them, he said

unto them, Go shew yourselves unto the

priests. And it came to pass, that, as they

went, they were cleansed.

"And one of them, when he saw that

he was healed, turned back, and with a

loud voice glorified God,
"And fell down on his face at his

feet, giving him thanks: and he was a

Samaritan.

"And Jesus answering said, Were
there not ten cleansed? but where are

the nine?

"There are not found that returned

to give glory to God, save this stranger.

"And he said unto him, Arise, go thy

way: thy faith hath made thee whole"
(w. 11-19).

Much to be grateful for

I publicly express my gratitude. I am
grateful this day to be able to testify to

you that I know and understand the plan

of our Father, that I can accept it with

dedication and with thanksgiving, know-
ing the plan and the purposes for us

being here on earth. I am grateful that

the Lord loves us so much that he has

allowed his Only Begotten Son to be
sacrificed for us. I am also grateful

for Joseph Smith—the prophet who is,

was, and always will be a prophet of

God, ordained and chosen to stand at

the head of the dispensation of the ful-

ness of times, with all the keys to unlock

the doors into the kingdom of God.
I am grateful that the Lord has al-

lowed me the great privilege and oppor-

tunity of being in his service. I have tried

to dedicate myself to his holy principles

and to his children here on earth.

I am grateful for the things which I

have suffered in the flesh, which have

been blessings in my life that have taught

me patience, long-suffering, faith, and a

sensitivity to those who are less fortu-

nate. I am grateful and thankful for the

heritage which I have, for those great

ancestors who devoted themselves to the

work of the Lord, who sacrificed their

well-being, yes, and even their lives for

their belief in God. How blessed I have

been to have worthy parents who taught

me in a loving, kind way the principles

of salvation by deed and by example.

Grateful I am for a loving, eternal

companion who loves the Lord and un-

derstands his plan. She is a woman with

great patience and understanding. I am
grateful for children and grandchildren

who support and sustain me. I know
well as a father the joy I receive from
my children when they express apprecia-

tion and love for me. I could not have
asked for greater children and grand-

children.
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I am grateful that I have had this

time to sit in council with those who
have responsibility for the kingdom of

our Father here on the earth. They are

great men, dedicated men, men who
have unconditional love for one another

and for their God.
How blessed I am for the privilege

of associating with the Saints through-

out the world! This has brought joy and
satisfaction, even a strengthening of my
testimony as to how the Lord works.

Receive all things with thankfulness

Truly I have been blessed far beyond
that which I merit. And in the coming
days, I pray only that I might always be

found as Abraham Lincoln said: "Die
when I may, I would like it said of me by

those who knew me best, that I always

plucked a thistle, and planted a rose

where I thought a rose would grow."

I have learned in my life that trials are

blessings in disguise if we accept them

with humility, faith, and fortitude. All

that we suffer and endure with patience

will build within us a more charitable

and tender person, having acquired the

education we came on earth to receive.

God help us to be grateful for our

blessings, never to be guilty of the sin

of ingratitude, and to instill this same
gratitude into the lives of our children.

The Lord has said, "And he who re-

ceiveth all things with thankfulness
shall be made glorious; and the things

of this earth shall be added unto him,

even an hundred fold, yea, more" (D&C
78:19).

This great principle of gratitude,

made a daily part of our lives and our

prayers, can lift and bless us as individ-

uals, as members of the Church, and as

parents and families.

This testimony, and with a love un-

feigned to all the special children of our

Heavenly Father, I bear humbly and in

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Kenneth Johnson

Dad's coming home!

At the time of my birth, the clouds

of war had overshadowed Europe and
were sweeping across the English Chan-

nel to the British coastline. My father,

like thousands of other men of his gen-

eration, was required to report for active

military service. My elder brother and
I were shielded from the turmoil and
fear that surrounded us by a mother
who compensated for the absence of

our father, involving us in a variety of

activities. From this I learned that when
fathers are absent, mothers can be the

recipients of compensatory blessings.

I have fond memories of those days and

recall her speaking of her beloved com-
panion as she received letters from him,

without my fully understanding who he

was or what he was doing.

My first recollection of meeting my
father occurred when I was five years

old. A telegram was delivered to our
home. My mother stood with the gold-

colored envelope in her hand, making
no attempt to open it. I did not realize

then as I do now the reason why, and
the message it could have contained.

Eventually, and with great difficulty,

she fumbled with the flap of the enve-

lope. This seemed to take a long time.

Even when the telegram was opened
and mother read its contents, there was
no immediate response. Finally, rais-

ing the telegram high above her head,

my mother joyfully exclaimed, "Dad's

coming home! Dad's coming home!"
My father's parents lived in the ad-

joining house. Mother, holding the tele-

gram high in the air and with a skipping

step, set out in the direction of my grand-


