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GENERAL CONFERENCE
Afternoon Session

President Hinckley

We have just listened to Elder Lloyd

P. George, who comes from Kanosh, and
Elder Kenneth Johnson, who comes
from England.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "Put Your Shoulder to

the Wheel." And then Elder Merlin R.

Lybbert, who originated in Canada, will

address us.

The choir and congegration sang

"Put Your Shoulder to the Wheel."

Elder Merlin R. Lybbert

The special status of children

In a day when one of "the greatest

problem[s] in our society is the abandon-

ment of children through the abandon-

ment of parental leadership" (Richard

Lloyd Anderson, Understanding Paul
[Salt Lake City: Deseret Book Co., 1983],

p. 354), the First Presidency has asked

that "we reemphasize the need for all

adult members to focus on our children

in an ongoing effort to help them learn

to follow the teachings of the Savior."

Also they have asked each of us to

"rededicate ourselves to nourish and
bless them temporally and spiritually"

(First Presidency Letter, 1 Aug. 1993;

see Ensign, Jan. 1994, p. 80).

It may be helpful to review some of

the doctrines as contained in the scrip-

tures pertaining to the special status of

children. These doctrines provide direc-

tion for those who are raising children

and comfort to those of us who have
lost a child in death at an early age.

Parents protect and guide

Heavenly Father intended that each

child should have the combined loving

protection and guidance of caring par-

ents. The pattern was established by
Adam and Eve, our first parents. Joseph,

the descendant of David, agreed to be-

come the surrogate father of Jesus, the

Son of God, when he accepted Mary
as his wife, following a visitation of the

angel Gabriel. In Nazareth, Joseph was

regarded as the father of Jesus (see

Matthew 13:55).

The Christ child grew and developed

in a modest home, where Joseph earned

a humble living as a carpenter and where

Jesus also learned this craft (see Mark
6:3). There were other members of the

family. Mary and Joseph had four other

sons and at least two daughters, all of

whom were referred to in the commu-
nity as the brothers and sisters of Jesus

(see Matthew 13:55-56; Mark 6:3). The
example of Joseph and Mary in provid-

ing a suitable home for their large family

was such that Luke recorded that Jesus

"grew, and waxed strong in spirit, filled

with wisdom: and the grace of God was

upon him" (Luke 2:40).

Not accountable until age eight

The Lord extends special protection

to children and shares jurisdiction with

earthly parents, even as we enjoy their

presence. They cannot sin until they

reach the age of accountability, which

the Lord has declared to be eight years

(see D&C 18:42; 29:47). In fact, the

power to even tempt them to commit sin

has been taken from Satan. The prophet

Mormon taught that "little children are

whole, for they are not capable of com-
mitting sin. . . . Little children are alive

in Christ, even from the foundation of

the world; if not so, God is a partial

God, and also a changeable God, and a
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respecter to persons; for how many little

children have died without baptism!"

(Moroni 8:8, 12).

Because they cannot sin, they have

no need of repentance or baptism.

Adam's original transgression has no
claim, as a result of the atonement of

Jesus Christ. Mormon declared the prac-

tice of baptizing little children to be a

"solemn mockery before God" (v. 9), for

repentance and baptism apply to those

who are "accountable and capable of

committing sin" (v. 10).

Because all children who die before

the age of accountability are pure, inno-

cent, and wholly sin-free, they are saved

in the celestial kingdom of heaven (see

D&C 137:10; Mosiah 3:18).

Become as a little child

Understanding the special status

of little children before God, because of

their pure and innocent nature, brings

understanding of the Lord's command-
ment to "repent, and become as a little

child, and be baptized in [his] name"
(3 Nephi 11:37). The childlike qualities

the Lord had reference to are developed

by yielding to "the enticings of the Holy

Spirit" so as to become "submissive,

meek, humble, patient, full of love, will-

ing to submit to all things which the

Lord seeth fit to inflict upon him, even

as a child doth submit to his father."

Truly, such a person "becometh a saint,"

as spoken by Mosiah (Mosiah 3:19).

A protected time to teach children

Parents in Zion have the special re-

sponsibility of teaching and training their

children in righteousness. They are to be

taught "to understand the doctrine of re-

pentance, faith in Christ the Son of the

living God, and of baptism and the gift

of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the

hands, when eight years old." Otherwise,

the Lord declared, "the sin be upon the

heads of the parents" (D&C 68:25).

This teaching is to be done before a

child reaches the age of accountability

and while innocent and sin-free. This is

protected time for parents to teach the

principles and ordinances of salvation

to their children without interference

from Satan. It is a time to dress them
in armor in preparation for the battle

against sin. When this preparation time

is neglected, they are left vulnerable to

the enemy. To permit a child to enter

into that period of his life when he will

be buffeted and tempted by the evil one,

without faith in the Lord Jesus Christ

and an understanding of the basic prin-

ciples of the gospel, is to set him adrift

in a world of wickedness.

Offending these little ones

During these formative, innocent

years, a child may learn wrong behavior;

but such is not the result of Satan's

temptations but comes from the wrong
teachings and the bad example of oth-

ers. In this context, the Savior's harsh

judgment of adults who offend children

is better understood, wherein he said,

"It were better for him that a millstone

were hanged about his neck, and he cast

into the sea, than that he should offend

one of these little ones" (Luke 17:2).

We offend a child by any teaching

or example that leads a little one to vio-

late a moral law, causes him to stumble

or go astray, excites him to anger, creates

resentment; or perhaps even leads him
to become displeasing and disagreeable.

Certainly, in the context of the Savior's

harsh indictment concerning anyone
who "offends" a child, one guilty of such

conduct is in serious jeopardy.

Every child is entitled to live in

a home, as Jesus did, where there is an

environment permitting growth in gospel

understanding, where each can wax
strong in spirit and be filled with wisdom
so that the grace of God will be upon him

(see Luke 2:40). These precious little

ones are as angels among us.
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Fulfilling this opportunity of teach-

ing is not dependent upon social status,

wealth, or position. In fact, the most
effective instruction may well be done
at the humblest fireside.

Young children can understand

Some may rationalize their failure

to follow this God-given instruction by

assuming that children of tender years

are not capable of understanding gospel

principles. Parents who have followed

the practice of teaching their children

know otherwise. Family home evening

presents a special opportunity to teach

the gospel to the family. The parents of

a five-year-old were concerned about

how they should teach of Nephi's en-

counter with the wicked Laban. Laban
had repeatedly refused to make the

precious brass plates containing a reli-

gious record available to Nephi and
had sought to kill him and his brothers

after confiscating their family wealth.

When Nephi encountered the drunken

Laban, the Spirit directed Nephi to slay

him:

"Behold the Lord slayeth the wicked

to bring forth his righteous purposes.

It is better that one man should perish

than that a nation should dwindle and

perish in unbelief" (1 Nephi 4:13).

As this young boy, my grandson,

knelt beside his bed that evening, his

prayer demonstrated his understanding

and personal application of the lesson.

He said, "And help me, Heavenly Father,

to be obedient like Nephi, even when
it's hard."

Demonstration of these principles

of truth as taught in the scriptures and
applied in the various settings of life is

a sure way of developing understanding

and obedience in the lives of children.

The Primary of the Church also teaches

children the gospel of Jesus Christ. This

is a valuable support the Church gives

to parents and their children.

It is my witness that our kind and
loving Heavenly Father has made special

allowances for little children, consistent

with their innocence and the eternal

principle of agency. It is also my witness

that he gave parents, and all adults, the

responsibility of properly teaching and
protecting them. Offenders of these little

ones face a divine wrath. The Savior's

injunction to become as a little child is

an invitation to purify our lives that we
also may stand blameless before him.

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

We have just heard from Elder
Merlin R. Lybbert of the Seventy.

It will now be our privilege to hear

from Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

The law of tithing

When the risen Lord appeared to

the faithful on this continent, he taught

them the commandments the prophet

Malachi had already given to other chil-

dren of Israel. The Lord commanded
that they should record these words (see

3 Nephi 24:1).

"Will a man rob God? Yet ye have

robbed me. But ye say: Wherein have
we robbed thee? In tithes and offerings.

"Ye are cursed with a curse, for ye

have robbed me, even this whole nation.

"Bring ye all the tithes into the

storehouse, that there may be meat in

my house; and prove me now herewith,

saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will not open


