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May God bless us as parents to teach

our children to walk uprightly before the

Lord is my prayer in the name of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Hans B. Ringger

"What shall we do?"

A few years ago the world was at a

political turning point. People believed

that nations would achieve a long-awaited

peace. Many overlooked, however, that

we live in societies and cultures in which

norms and values are changing and
where secular reforms often define the

nature of men and women. One injustice

is often replaced by another injustice.

We live in a time of ambiguous mores
and of little direction. We are con-

fronted with the same question that the

disciples were asked after the resurrec-

tion of Christ: "What shall we do?" (Acts

2:37).

This is the question we ask in un-

certain times or when confronted with

new challenges. We may answer with

unreflective action, hoping to find solu-

tions merely through results. Fortunately

the Lord understands us better than

we understand ourselves. The gospel

teaches us first to ponder and develop

faith. Only after we have honestly de-

cided in favor of good, based on the

gospel, can we bring forth righteous

deeds. Active faith leads to good works.

We will receive the strength from above

to strive toward what is right. However,

great works and deeds are not sustained

in themselves. Continuity of great deeds

requires our obedient dedication and
the dedication of future generations.

Gospel satisfies eternal needs

The gospel of Jesus Christ is the

only plan in which there are no calcu-

lated errors. After the Sermon on the

Mount, the Lord warned His disciples of

future adversities and the need for just

works. He explained that they should

not rely on their own strength when they

served but on His name and His call-

ing. We too are disciples and live in a

world of many needs, be they spiritual,

material, or emotional. Through gospel

service our eternal needs can be satis-

fied, and we will be able to serve in the

world. Our needs cannot be met through

searching for the unenduring but only in

discovering the eternal. When we look

for answers on an eternal plane, we will

secure our relationship to God and gain

a better understanding of our fellow

beings. We will thus be capable of serv-

ing; such is the purpose of life.

The visible expression of doing God's

will often results in personal cheerful-

ness—a silent, sunny brightness and a

joy for life, feelings which are sung about

in Psalms. We live, however, not without

adversity and possible moments of deep
despair. Our surroundings entice us to

the unenduring, to injustice and disobe-

dience. If we want to prevail, we must
act in accordance with gospel principles.

We cannot ask for more than to find the

true meaning of life. "He that findeth his

life shall lose it: and he that loseth his

life for my sake shall find it" (Matthew

10:39). We are promised that we will

receive plentifully and gain eternal life

when we give up those things the Lord
requires of us.

We choose to accept or reject the

gospel of Christ. Human life was created

on the basis of freedom of choice. God
wants free people and people who serve

Him freely. It is therefore a challenge

in everyone's life to choose the straight

and narrow path which avoids a life

which lacks eternal direction. There are

probably times in our lives when we
wonder if there are other paths or short-

cuts. The gospel gives us the answer,

together with the promise of divine
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guidance. It is a path we can follow only

one step at a time, with patience, hope,

and faith. Decisions we make today will

influence our future course, our future

strengths and abilities.

Spiritual road signs

Thomas Carlyle once remarked,
"Know your destiny and follow it." We
are here today because we believe that

our destiny in life is to gain eternal exal-

tation. This is the highest goal in life, and
it demands all of our strength, devotion,

and work. It is impossible to achieve our

highest potential destiny without direc-

tion and guidance. The Lord gives us

spiritual "road signs" which we should

follow. Some signposts are:

First, be true. Stand up for the proph-

ets and the scriptures. We want to be
able to say, along with Nephi, "We talk

of Christ, we rejoice in Christ, we preach

of Christ, we prophesy of Christ, and we
write according to our prophecies, that

our children may know to what source

they may look for a remission of their

sins" (2 Nephi 25:26).

Second, keep the first of the Ten
Commandments: "Thou shalt have no
other gods before me" (Exodus 20:3).

Through the choices and temptations

of this world, we often lose sight of true

values and turn our hearts to wealth,

careers, hobbies, persons, honor, pride

and, worst of all, to the gratification of

our own ego.

Third, distinguish between essence

and appearance. God knows our heart,

and He cannot be deceived. We might

be able to fool the world at times, but we
cannot fool God. We will never obtain

the joy of loving and trusting relation-

ships with our fellow beings unless these

relationships are based on honesty. The
Psalmist David says of the Lord:

"O Lord, thou hast . . . known me.
"Thou knowest my downsitting and

mine uprising, thou understandest my
thought afar off. . .

.

"There is not a word in my tongue,

but . . . thou knowest it altogether"

(Psalm 139:1-2, 4).

Fourth, rise above selfishness. This

includes spiritual selfishness, when one

looks toward personal edification and

strengthening and has no other interest

than one's own salvation. To be blessed

is not an end in itself; we must be a

blessing to others. All people have a tal-

ent in one way or another to touch and

inspire other people's lives. Let us not

only look inward and proudly say, "All

is well in Zion; yea, Zion prospereth"

(2 Nephi 28:21), but let us be a light

unto a chaotic world.

Commit to serve the Lord

Are we able and capable of follow-

ing such admonitions? How often have

we made resolutions which we did not

carry out? The only answer to these

questions is to commit ourselves to serve

the Lord and to meet His challenges.

As Moroni wrote, the Lord's grace is

sufficient for all who humble themselves

before Him. If we humble ourselves and

have faith in Him, He will make our

weaknesses into our strengths (see Ether

12:27). He will provide His strength to

meet our challenges, and many things

will take care of themselves. The Spirit

of God strengthens us physically, spiri-

tually, and emotionally. It is now up to

us to choose the way! Caterina Di Gen-
ova, who died in the Middle Ages as a

martyr and who inspired future genera-

tions, is believed to have said, "Once
God possesses the will of a person, God
will dwell within this person and will

lead him to perfection." To prevail in

this world without God is difficult.

Through God, however, all things are

possible.

Should we expect or ask for a re-

ward for our efforts? The disciples asked

Jesus about a reward. Instead of chastis-

ing them, He answered, "And every one

that hath forsaken houses, or brethren,
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or sisters, or father, or mother, or wife,

or children, or lands, for my name's sake,

shall receive an hundredfold, and shall

inherit everlasting life" (Matthew 19:29).

What are we contributing?

The ills of today's world and fleeting

social peace are the result of past wrong-

doings and disregard of godly princi-

ples. The spiritual strength of every new
generation has its roots in parents' and
grandparents' love for God and obedi-

ence to the gospel. As individuals and

as a church, we must ask ourselves what
we are contributing to our fellow beings.

When Switzerland was in the process of

political consolidation at the beginning

of its new federation in 1862, the Swiss

poet and novelist Gottfried Keller had
questions similar to those of our time.

"Have I and my house lived such that

I am in a position to be of benefit to the

whole and to contribute to the humble
embellishment, not in the eyes of an ig-

norant world, but in the eyes of the high-

est judge? Then when we ask ourselves

how we fare today as a nation before

nations and how we have held in trust the

assets which have been given us, in that

day we should not present ourselves in

vain self-glory before the Lord of all

nations, for He sees through all insuffi-

ciencies, understands how to distinguish

between luck and honest efforts, and be-

tween substance and appearance."

Let us search our hearts as we ask

the question "What shall we do?" and
follow the advice of Joshua: "Choose
you this day whom ye will serve; . . . but

as for me and my house, we will serve

the Lord" (Joshua 24:15).

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Sister Ruth
B. Wright, second counselor in the gen-

eral Primary presidency, and Elder Hans
B. Ringger of the Seventy.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Coun-

cil of the Twelve Apostles will be our

concluding speaker. Before hearing his

address, we express appreciation to the

Relief Society Choir from the Olympus
Utah Region, the Mormon Youth Cho-

rus, the Melchizedek Priesthood Choir

from the University Utah Region, and

the Tabernacle Choir, and to their con-

ductors and organists for the beautiful

and inspiring music during the confer-

ence.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given the conference; the

doctors, Church Health Unit nurses, and

ambulance services who have been on
hand to render assistance; the ushers

and interpreters; and those who are re-

sponsible for the beautiful flowers on
the stand and on Temple Square.

We express appreciation to local

and national press representatives for

the coverage of the conference.

We are grateful to the Bonneville

International LDS Radio Network and

the owners and operators of the many
other radio and television stations and

cable systems who have given time and

made facilities available to carry sessions

of the conference in many countries.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell

Gospel provides precious perspective

During the last days, when "all things

shall be in commotion" (D&C 88:91),

the restored gospel of Jesus Christ pro-

vides so many essential things, including

precious perspective of seeing "things as

they really are" (Jacob 4:13).

The eminent historian Will Durant

wrote of the human need "to seize the

value and perspective of passing things.

. . . We want to know that the little things

are little, and the big things big, before

it is too late; we want to see things now


