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Conference, hosted by the Salt Lake
Valley (Deaf) Ward of the Salt Lake
Park Stake. Over three hundred deaf

brothers and sisters were in attendance.

The members of the stake presidency

and I were almost the only adults in the

congregation who could hear and who
attempted to sing audibly. The rest of

that large assembly sang with their

hands. Hardly a lip moved, and hardly a

sound was heard except the organ and
four faint voices from the stand. In the

audience, all hands moved in unison
with the leader as the audience signed,

"The Spirit of God like a fire is burn-

ing!" (Hymns, no. 2). As we sang to-

gether, the Spirit of the Lord descended

upon us, and we were made ready for

prayer. Our sacred music is a powerful

preparation for prayer and gospel teach-

ing.

Make better use of hymns

We need to make more use of our

hymns to put us in tune with the Spirit

of the Lord, to unify us, and to help us

teach and learn our doctrine. We need
to make better use of our hymns in

missionary teaching, in gospel classes,

in quorum meetings, in home evenings,

and in home teaching visits. Music is an

effective way to worship our Heavenly

Father and his Son, Jesus Christ. We
should use hymns when we need spiri-

tual strength and inspiration.

We who have "felt to sing the song

of redeeming love" (Alma 5:26) need to

keep singing that we may draw ever

closer to him who has inspired sacred

music and commanded that it be used

to worship him. May we be diligent in

doing so is my humble prayer, which I

offer with a testimony of the truthfulness

of the gospel of Jesus Christ and of the

divine calling of those we have sustained

today. In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Council

of the Twelve Apostles has just spoken

to us.

Now as we demonstrate our accep-

tance of his message, the choir and con-

gregation will join in singing "Come,
Come, Ye Saints," following which we
shall hear from Sister Michaelene P.

Grassli, who was released this morning

as general president of the Primary.

The chorus and congregation sang

"Come, Come, Ye Saints."

Sister Michaelene P. Grassli

It is a distinct privilege to participate

in this historic meeting, adding my heart

and hand and voice to sustain the Lord's

living prophet—and I do so with all my
heart. I support also the action taken to-

day sustaining Sister Patricia Pinegar as

the new Primary general president. My
time here has been full of extraordinary

experiences, and I will miss them. But I

know Sister Pinegar, Sister Wirthlin, and
Sister Warner, and I know our children

are in good hands. I wish this new presi-

dency well.

Love and protect children

The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints has always cherished chil-

dren. The First Presidency, recognizing

today's unprecedented world conditions,

has taken unprecedented action that re-

news our commitment to our little ones.

Through a message to the Church called
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"Focus on Children," they have asked

us to love and protect our children as

never before, to teach them better than

we have done in the past, to prepare

them more thoroughly to conquer Sa-

tan's power in their lives and to receive

of the Lord's eternal peace and glory

(see "Focus on Children," Ensign, Jan.

1994, p. 80).

We care what happens to our chil-

dren. They are precious to our Heavenly

Father, and they are our hope for bring-

ing about good in the world. President

Boyd K. Packer once told me, "It is to-

day's children who will bring the gospel

to all the world. The children must be

powerful and strong and independent in

their agency. In order for that to be, they

must have a knowledge of the gospel and

a testimony that it is true."

Let me tell you about a little girl

who is well on her way. Eight-year-old

Lindsay had studied well for her math
test at school. She said, "When the test

began, my friend leaned over and asked

if I would help her with the answers. I

thought of the family home evenings we
have at the first of every school year.

Dad reminds us that we should always

do our own work. He says it's better to

be honest than to cheat for a higher

grade. I knew if I helped my friend

cheat, I would be cheating too. So I

shook my head, no. The next day, the

teacher called my friend and me out into

the hall and said our answers were the

same. It was easy for me to look at the

teacher and tell her I didn't cheat. When
I looked at my friend, she was crying.

She told the teacher she had looked on
my paper. I was really sorry for my
friend, but I was very glad I had been
honest."

Discerning truth from error

Children need to be able to discern

truth from error for themselves and have

the courage to act on what they know, as

Lindsay did. As I have studied principles

governing discernment, I've made some
discoveries. One discovery comes from
the book of Moses in the Pearl of Great

Price.

We read in the first chapter of

Moses that God talked to Moses face to

face, taught him that he was a son of

God, and showed him the earth from its

beginning to the end. Then "Satan came
tempting him, saying: Moses, son of

man, worship me" (v. 12).

And how did Moses respond to Sa-

tan's confrontation? "It came to pass

that Moses looked upon Satan and said:

Who art thou? For behold, I am a son of

God, in the similitude of his Only Begot-

ten; and where is thy glory, that I should

worship thee?" (v. 13).

Because Moses knew God, he recog-

nized that Satan was an imposter. If our

children know truth, they can recognize

error.

When Moses recognized error, he

took action. He didn't hang around with

Satan for the experience. No, he said,

"I can judge between thee and God; . .

.

Get thee hence, Satan; deceive me not"

(vv. 15-16).

He prayed for help and continued to

do so, although Satan became agitated

and insistent and redoubled his efforts,

tempting Moses again. Satan told him,

"I am the Only Begotten, worship me"
(v. 19).

Moses knew this was not true, but

Satan's rantings had a terrifying effect

on him. However, he did not let fear

overtake him. He prayed again, received

strength from God, and commanded
Satan again to depart. Then with loud

wailing, weeping, and gnashing of teeth,

Satan finally departed (see vv. 20-22).

Moses recognized error, he prayed

continually for help, and he overcame
fear. Thus he was able to defy Satan's

attempts to intimidate him.

We want to enable our children to

recognize error and take action as Moses
did. This is much more than simply
telling them what to think and what to
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do. It is helping them seek for and love

truth and choose independently to act

according to it.

Teach children of Jesus and his gospel

Two ways we can do this are, first,

teach them of Jesus Christ and the sim-

ple truths of his gospel. To do that we
need to be with them so we can verbal-

ize our beliefs to them and so they can

watch us as we apply principles in our

lives. Work time, playtime, planned
lessons, the teaching moments that just

happen—anytime is the time! Family

home evening, family prayer, and times

alone with each child will help plant

truth in the hearts of our children.

Our children need to know that if

we read the scriptures and the words of

the prophets and heed the whisperings

of the Spirit, we are learning from the

source of all truth. If we oppose the

Lord's appointed teachers of truth, then

we oppose truth. But if we honestly de-

sire to know what is true, it follows that

we would want to learn from the source

of truth.

Parents, use the support the Church
offers you, including taking your chil-

dren to Primary. Primary leaders and
teachers can provide loving, support-

ing arms and hearts and unforgettable

gospel lessons and activities for your

children. They can help you immerse
your children in truth.

With all my heart I thank each of

you who are serving in Primary. You are

blessing the children, and you are help-

ing yourselves. President Hunter re-

cently stated about Primary leaders and

teachers:

"Those who have the opportunity

to teach children in the Church are par-

ticularly blessed as they help children

understand their divine origin and
Heavenly Father's plan for them. These

individuals will receive spiritual under-

standing in their own lives as they teach

the precious truths of the gospel to chil-

dren."

Help children practice discerning

A second way we can help children

learn to discern truth from error is to

give them opportunities to practice dis-

cerning the truth and choosing righ-

teously.

One mother says each time one of

her children leaves the house, "Remem-
ber!" And they respond, "I know, CTR!"
They know CTR means "choose the

right."

In family home evening, a family

we know role-play situations they are

likely to encounter, and they practice

possible responses to the situations. In

this way the children are able to have a

plan before the confrontation comes.
These children are learning to discern

truth from error and to be independent

in using their agency wisely.

When our children are familiar with

truth, they can face opposing voices with

confidence. No one can tell them the

Church is not true, because that will

sound wrong to them. When they make
mistakes or have questions about doc-

trines, as we all do, the feelings and
memories of truth from their childhood

can help draw them back.

When I was a little girl, my father sat

at the foot of my bed at night and taught

my sister and me that we had lived with

our Heavenly Father before the world
was, that we had made a choice to obey
God's commandments and to reject Sa-

tan. He taught us that Satan rejoices

when we disobey Father. I made a deter-

mination then as a very young child that

I wanted my Heavenly Father to rejoice

over me, not Satan. That commitment
has had a very powerful effect on my life.

I feel my Savior's love

May all our children be immersed
in gospel teachings and have opportuni-

ties to practice using their agency wisely.

I pray that all children will have the

opportunity to know, as I do, that God
lives, that Jesus Christ is our Savior, and
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that we are led by a living prophet today.

May the words to this favorite Primary

song ring in their hearts as they do in

mine today:

I feel my Savior's love

And know that he will bless me.

I offer him my heart;

My shepherd he will be.

He knows I will follow him,

Give all my life to him.

I feel my Savior's love,

The love he freely gives me.

["I Feel My Savior's Love," Chil-

dren's Songbook, p. 74]

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just heard from Sister

Michaelene P. Grassli, former general

Primary president. She has served as a

board member of the Primary, a coun-

selor in the Primary presidency, and as

president for a total of twenty years. We
thank her and her wonderful counselors,

Sister Jepsen and Sister Wright, and
welcome to their opportunities our new
Primary presidency.

Elder David B. Haight of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve Apostles will be our

next speaker.

Elder David B. Haight

Solemn assemblies

From the depths of my soul I have

prayed for the direction and influence of

the Holy Ghost on this heaven-directed

occasion. The proceedings have been
most impressive as a new chapter of

Church history begins.

Only a few months ago we mourned
the death and loss of a great leader,

President Ezra Taft Benson, who served

a lifetime of faithful service, dedicating

his time and inspired leadership to the

building of God's kingdom here upon
the earth and serving his countrymen
with deep loyalty and concern for the

nation's welfare. He has joined his eter-

nal companion, Flora, and their other

loved ones on the other side in a contin-

uation of his foreordained calling.

Today we are witnesses to and par-

ticipants in a most sacred occasion

—

a solemn assembly to act upon heavenly

things. As in olden times, there has been

much fasting and prayer offered by the

Saints throughout the world that they

may receive an outpouring of the Spirit

of the Lord, which is so much in evidence

here on this occasion this morning.

A solemn assembly, as the name
implies, denotes a sacred, sober, and
reverent occasion when the Saints as-

semble under the direction of the First

Presidency. Solemn assemblies are used

for three purposes: the dedication of

temples, special instruction to priest-

hood leaders, and sustaining a new Pres-

ident of the Church. This conference

session today is a solemn assembly for

the purpose of sustaining a newly called

Church President and other officers of

the Church.

There is a pattern to solemn assem-

blies that distinguishes them from other

general Church meetings where we sus-

tain officers of the Church. That pattern,

which was established by the Prophet
Joseph Smith, is that the priesthood

quorums, commencing with the First

Presidency, stand and manifest by the

uplifted right hand their willingness to

sustain the President of the Church as a

prophet, seer, and revelator, and uphold

him by their confidence, faith, and
prayers. The priesthood quorums of the

Church so manifest by their vote. Then
the general body of all the Saints stand

and signify their willingness to do the


