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let others determine our faithfulness

and affect our testimony and ultimately

our eternal salvation.

Doubts about matters of religion

that arise from a lack of knowledge can

be constructively resolved. The solutions

are instruction, study, and prayer, which
result in increased testimony, which
drives out further doubts.

Years ago Elder Howard W. Hunter
spoke to the youth regarding their testi-

mony:
"I have sympathy for young men

and young women when honest doubts

enter their minds and they engage in

the great conflict of resolving doubts.

These doubts can be resolved, if [youth]

have an honest desire to know the truth,

by exercising moral, spiritual, and men-
tal effort. They will emerge from the

conflict into a firmer, stronger, larger

faith because of the struggle. They have

gone from a simple, trusting faith,

through doubt and conflict, into a solid

substantial faith which ripens into testi-

mony" (in Conference Report, Oct. 1960,

p. 108).

The fruits of testimony may be ob-

served in the lives of the faithful. Those
lifted by the power of testimony can
find greater happiness and fidelity in

marriage. Their testimonies are an anti-

dote to the plague of divorce. They en-

joy greater freedom, seldom enslaved

to alcohol, tobacco, drugs, abuse, and
other forms of self-indulgence. They
find strength to deal with the problems
of life.

Each of us will be tested, tempted,

and tried for our testimonies and to find

out if we will remain true and faithful

through these trials of our faith.

We also know, beloved brothers and
sisters, that if we do not continue faith-

ful in the testimony that is imparted to

us by the Spirit, then the light dwindles

until it is extinguished. A testimony must
be constantly nourished and defended,

or it will waste away.

To the other testimonies borne this

day, I wish to add my own testimony in

the strongest and most direct manner
possible. I know that God lives. I bear

witness to the reality and divinity of his

Son, Jesus Christ, who leads this church

and reveals the word of the Father to

our generation. I bear my testimony to

the gift and power of the Holy Ghost,

the eternal nature of the priesthood, the

calling of the Prophet Joseph Smith, the

Book of Mormon, and the assurance

that God has again spoken through a

living prophet in President Howard W.
Hunter, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Robert D. Hales of the Coun-
cil of the Twelve has just spoken to us.

Elder Horacio A. Tenorio, who was
released as a member of the Seventy this

morning, will now address us. He will

be followed by Elder Hartman Rector

Jr., who received emeritus status in this

morning's session.

Elder Horacio A. Tenorio

Satan's efforts to corrupt youth

In our world of escalating crisis,

where the fraternal wars, corruption,

secret combinations, and immorality are

reminiscent of the wickedness described

in the Book of Mormon, Satan has in-

tensified his efforts to destroy the family

by corrupting the youth and robbing

childhood of its innocence.

Our youth are especially vulnerable

as the enemy cunningly utilizes every

means at his disposal, including the mass

media and changes in constitutional law,
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to deceive them. He bombards our homes
with enticements of destructive and
harmful products and morals through
television, videos, press, books, and so

forth.

Parental responsibilities

We as Latter-day Saints and all good
people anywhere must conscientiously

screen what comes into our homes. Par-

ents have the inalienable right and the

responsibility to educate their children.

No inappropriate outsider should be al-

lowed to dictate our family's values nor

what our children are being taught.

The gospel is based on the principle

of agency, and our Heavenly Father has

made us responsible for raising our fam-

ilies in such a way that they can be saved

and return to his presence. In section 68

of the Doctrine and Covenants, verse 25,

the Lord tells us, "Inasmuch as parents

have children in Zion, or in any of her

stakes which are organized, that teach

them not to understand the doctrine of

repentance, faith in Christ the Son of the

living God, and of baptism and the gift

of the Holy Ghost by the laying on of the

hands, . . . the sin be upon the heads of

the parents."

Make our homes fortresses

In medieval times, great fortresses

were built around castles or cities to pro-

tect them from enemy attacks. In the

Book of Mormon, the Nephites built

fortresses to defend their families against

their enemies. We must make of our

homes fortresses to protect our families

against the constant attacks of the adver-

sary.

I am not suggesting that we isolate

ourselves from the world by digging

deep moats or constructing barriers

several meters high around our homes,

but rather that in our family councils,

under the influence of the Spirit, we
establish the activities, entertainment,

books, friendships, rules, and habits that

will constitute our fortresses.

Our fortress consists of teaching our

children the gospel through the scrip-

tures, establishing the habit of reading

them every day as a family, and basing a

large part of our conversations on them.

It means kneeling together daily to pray

and to teach our children the impor-

tance of direct, personal communication
with our Heavenly Father.

Our fortress is erected by showing

our children, through our example, that

the principles and teachings of the gospel

are a way of life that helps us find peace

and happiness on this earth and provides

the strength necessary to withstand the

trials and tribulations that come into our

lives. We must teach our children to

avoid compromising themselves with

inappropriate fashions and negative

practices of the world by simply saying

no when confronted with them.

Creating a fortress requires the fam-

ily to counsel together in weekly family

home evenings, where they make deci-

sions and agreements.

Establish a security system

In ancient times a fortress required

regular inspections to ensure that no
weak spots developed that an enemy
could take advantage of, and guards in

the watchtowers ensured that no enemy
could approach undetected. In other

words, once a city was fortified, a con-

stant effort was made to maintain the

fortress so that it could serve its purpose.

By establishing a security system of

our own, we can prevent the enemy from
finding and exploiting weaknesses in our

family fortress through which he could

gain access to, and harm, our most pre-

cious treasure, our family.

Father's interviews

One of the watchtowers on our for-

tress can be the regular habit of a father's
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interview with each member of his fam-

ily. Personal interviews are an important

resource in maintaining the integrity of

our fortress. Through them we become
better acquainted with our children, learn

about their problems and concerns, and

establish open communication and trust

that will enable us to foresee any danger,

help them make decisions, and support

them during difficult times. Our Heav-

enly Father has given us as parents the

stewardship of caring for and protecting

our families. It is a responsibility that we
cannot and must not delegate.

In Doctrine and Covenants section

93, verses 39 and 40, it says:

"And that wicked one cometh and
taketh away light and truth, through dis-

obedience, from the children of men, and

because of the tradition of their fathers.

"But I have commanded you to bring

up your children in light and truth."

A loving interview guided by the

Spirit can give direction to our children's

lives, bring about necessary adjustments

or changes, and may even result in mir-

acles.

Interviewing a young grandson

I wish to share with you a very spe-

cial family experience. This is an inter-

view I had with my grandson. Several

years ago, when I was preparing myself

spiritually in prayer to interview one of

my daughters, I felt inspired to interview

Kemish, my grandson who was a little

over three years old and was living with

us. Kemish was a bundle of energy and

could not stay quiet for more than a

minute, always running, jumping, and
playing. So I let that feeling pass, think-

ing that I would wait until he was a little

older and able to pay attention.

Several months later, while praying,

the feeling came again; only this time it

was stronger, and I heeded it. I went to

Kemish and told him, "Tomorrow you
and I will have an interview." The next

day, at the beginning of the interview, I

told him that during an interview we had
to look each other in the eye and remain

seated all the time, among other things.

It was a real miracle; Kemish sat and
stayed quiet for almost ten minutes. But

more marvelous than that, however, was
that I got to know his thoughts and feel-

ings. The thing that worried him the

most was when he could get a two-wheel

bicycle. When I explained to him that he

would have to wait until he was a little

older, he understood perfectly. He then

told me the story he had learned about

Nephi and his brothers. But the greatest

thrill for me, as his grandfather, was
when he told me that he knew who Jesus

Christ was and bore his testimony of the

Savior to me. Nowhere could you ever

find more truth and purity than in the

testimony of a three-year-old boy.

I can picture an interview with my
Heavenly Father before coming to this

earth—an interview in which he called

to me and spoke to me, showing me
what he had in store for me. It must have

been a tender interview with a loving

Father who was about to let his son go

for a time. I anxiously await my next

interview.

I know we have a loving Father who
is waiting for us. I know that he instructs

us through his Only Begotten, our Savior

and Redeemer. I know that his church

and his gospel are real fortresses which

will give peace and security to our most
precious treasure on this earth, our fam-

ily. Of this I testify in the name of our

Lord Jesus Christ, amen.


