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Saturday, October 1, 1994

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Afternoon Session

Elder W. Don Ladd

A rising tide of evil

"There are ... so many kinds of

voices in the world," said the Apostle

Paul to the Corinthians two thousand

years ago (1 Corinthians 14:10). They
seemed to be troubled by the same con-

flicting messages we hear today, and it

can be frightening when you consider

how fragile and fickle the fabric of our

society really is.

There have always been strident

sounds and discordant voices, and our

day is no exception. Every day in the

newspapers, over television, in movies

and magazines we are bombarded with

violence and immorality clothed in the

enticing voices of permissiveness.

In His sermon on the mount, the

Master admonished, "Take therefore no

thought for the morrow: for the morrow
shall take thought for the things of itself.

Sufficient unto the day is the evil thereof

(Matthew 6:34).

Sufficient indeed is the evil thereof

unto this day in which we live. There
seems to be a rising tide of evil, a flood

of iniquity spreading throughout the

world. Crime and violence are increasing

at an alarming rate. Fear openly stalks

our streets and invades our homes.

It has been said that you can tell the

ideals of a nation by its advertisements,

and many of the ones I see do not speak

well of us. Someone said there was a

time when movies were rated on how
good they were, not on who was allowed

to see them.

According to the Book of Mormon,
the devil "seeketh that all men might

be miserable like unto himself" (2 Nephi

2:27). The evidence of his handiwork is

certainly around us. Elder Richard L.

Evans once said, "If we don't change
direction, we will arrive at where we
are going" (Richard Evans' Quote Book
[Salt Lake City: Publishers Press, 1971],

p. 244).

Strengthen ourselves and our families

It is not in idleness that our prophets

admonish again and again to strengthen

ourselves and our families—to hold
family home evenings, to read and study

the scriptures, to have daily personal

and family prayers, and, to quote our
prophet, Howard W. Hunter, to "treat

each other with more kindness, more
courtesy, more humility and patience

and forgiveness" (quoted in Ensign, July

1994, p. 4).

The immoral influences of the world

are especially destructive to children.

But our children, like ourselves, aren't

going to live in a vacuum. They never

have and they never will. In all their

growing and developing, we can do
much to help them, to protect them, and
to guide them. But we cannot isolate

them from the influences of their own
time and generation. There will be times

when other voices are in their ears, when
other hands are on their shoulders, and
when they are away from home.

We would do well, then, while ours

is still the strongest influence in their

lives, to give them a sure set of standards

and a firm foundation of safe and sound
principles.

Build a personal ark

The Lord said to Noah, "Make thee

an ark" and "with thee will I establish

my covenant" (Genesis 6:14, 18).

"And Noah did according unto all

that the Lord commanded him. . .

.

"... And Noah only remained alive,

and they that were with him in the ark"

(Genesis 7:5, 23).

We all need to build a personal ark,

to fortify ourselves against this rising

tide of evil, to protect ourselves and our

families against the floodwaters of in-

iquity around us. And we shouldn't

wait until it starts raining, but prepare
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in advance. This has been the message

of all the prophets in this dispensation,

including President Hunter, as well as

the prophets of old.

Unfortunately we don't always heed

the clear warnings of our prophets. We
coast complacently along until calamity

strikes, and then we panic.

When it starts raining, it is too late

to begin building the ark. However, we
do need to listen to the Lord's spokes-

men. We need to calmly continue to

move ahead and prepare for what will

surely come. We need not panic or fear,

for if we are prepared, spiritually and
temporally, we and our families will

survive any flood. Our arks will float

on a sea of faith if our works have
been steadily and surely preparing for

the future.

The key is to accept the invitation of

our prophet, whom we sustained this

morning, "to live with ever more atten-

tion to the life and example of the Lord
Jesus Christ, especially the love and
hope and compassion He displayed"

(quoted in Ensign, July 1994, p. 4).

Build a relationship with Christ

The most important thing we can

do—young or old—is develop a personal

relationship with Jesus Christ. If we do,

we will always be comfortable with our-

selves. Any questions of self-esteem and
self-worth will diminish, and we will

have a quiet confidence that will see

us through any trial. And the Savior's

promise to us is "Fear not, little chil-

dren, for you are mine, and I have over-

come the world" (D&C 50:41).

Whatever the anxiety or fear or frus-

tration, we have only to remember the

Lord's comforting words to the Prophet

Joseph Smith in the Liberty Jail: "My
son, peace be unto thy soul" (D&C
121:7). To each of us, He will always

be there to say, "My son, my daughter,

my child, peace be unto thy soul."

And in return we should pledge, as

did the poet George Herbert:

Sev'n whole dayes, not one in seven,

I will praise thee. . .

.

Ev'n eternitie is too short

To extoll thee.

["Praise (II)," lines 17-18, 27-28]

My brothers and sisters, I bear you
my witness that Jesus is the Christ, that

He indeed overcame the world through

His atonement, and that He will always

be there to comfort us if we will follow

His example and do the will of the Fa-

ther. And I do so in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

Elder James O. Mason

The dawning of a brighter day in Africa

We heard the music and stirring

words of "Onward, Christian Soldiers" as

we entered the house used as the chapel

of the Lagos Nigeria Fourth Branch.

The singers—eighteen elders, two sisters,

and one missionary couple—were pre-

paring for their zone conference. We
were impressed by their bright, eager

smiles and faces glowing with enthusi-

asm. The single missionaries had been
called to serve from homes in Ghana,

Sierra Leone, and Nigeria. The couple

from Canada were on their second mis-

sion.

We sang with conviction the opening

hymn of the conference:

Go forth with faith to tell the world

Of Jesus Christ, the Lord.

Bear witness he is God's own Son;

Proclaim his wondrous word.

Go forth with hope and courage
strong

To spread the word abroad


