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through his teachings in the Book of

Mormon, I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Robert K. Dellenbach of the

Seventy has just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "Do What Is Right," fol-

lowing which we shall hear from Elder

J Ballard Washburn of the Seventy, and

he will be followed by Bishop Merrill

J. Bateman, Presiding Bishop of the

Church.

The chorus and congregation sang

"Do What Is Right."

Elder J Ballard Washburn

Dear brothers and sisters, it's my
honor and privilege to join with you in

expressing our love and support for

President Hinckley, President Monson,
President Faust, President Packer, and

the Twelve. I am happy to say that I love

you. I am grateful to be one with you in

the work of the kingdom.

Going to the temple as families

Recently after a stake conference, I

was talking with a family with teenage

children. I said to them, "You must live

righteously so that someday you can go

to the temple with your parents." A six-

teen-year-old daughter responded, "Oh,

we go to the temple with our parents al-

most every week. We go and do baptisms

for our family file names." I thought.

What a wonderful thing, for families to go

to the temple together.

When Jesus was twelve years old, his

parents took him to the temple. I think it

is more than coincidental that our sons

and daughters can go to the temple with

us when they are twelve years old. Joseph

and Mary did not say, "Bishop, will you

take our son to the temple?" They took

him.

Our efforts as parents, wards, and
stakes should be to help our youth live

worthily to go to the temple now. The
goal is the same for young women as

for young men: be temple worthy now.

When the bishop interviews the youth

each year, he will include a worthiness

interview.

What a wonderful goal for priest-

hood leaders and young women leaders

to help parents inspire every young
woman and every young man to go to

the temple every year. What a great

blessing for parents to be in the temple

with their children, ages twelve and over,

at least once a year where circumstances

allow.

The Holy Ghost leads to the temple

One thing that will help us more
than anything else to want to be in the

temple is to have the Holy Ghost with

us.

Two important things are necessary

to have the Holy Ghost: first, we must

live worthy of it; and second, we must
ask for it.

"Ask the Father in my name, in faith

believing that you shall receive, and you

shall have the Holy Ghost, which mani-

festeth all things which are expedient

unto the children of men."

'

If we will ask in faith, we will receive

the Holy Ghost, and it will lead us to the

temple.

Go to the temple worthily

Let me give a word of caution here.

We cannot go to His holy house un-

worthily without bringing upon ourselves
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the judgments of God. For God will not

be mocked.
When couples who have not fully re-

pented of past sins go to the temple to

be married, they are starting their mar-

riages on very shaky ground. I believe

this is one of the main causes of divorce

in temple marriages. If a man who is dis-

honest in his personal life, as it pertains

to his wife and children or his business

dealings, goes to the temple, he is heap-

ing damnation upon his own soul and is

in great need of repentance.

President Hunter said, "It is the

deepest desire of my heart to have every

member of the Church worthy to enter

the temple. "2 If our young men or young
women on their way to the mission field

go to the temple unworthily, it is a great

mistake. We must prepare them for the

temple first, and then they will be pre-

pared for missions. President Hunter
said, "Let us prepare every missionary to

go to the temple worthily and to make
that experience an even greater highlight

than receiving the mission call."'

The new and everlasting covenant

The greatest blessings of eternity

come to us through the temple. God's

greatest gift, eternal life, can come only

to a man and woman together. And ev-

ery worthy person will someday have
this blessing. In Doctrine and Covenants

131 we read:

"In the celestial glory there are three

heavens or degrees;

"And in order to obtain the highest,

a man must enter into this order of the

priesthood [meaning the new and ever-

lasting covenant of marriage];

"And if he does not, he cannot ob-

tain it.

"He may enter into the other, but

that is the end of his kingdom; he cannot

have an increase" (w. 1-4).

Thus we see that in marriage, a hus-

band and wife enter into an order of the

priesthood called the new and everlast-

ing covenant of marriage. This covenant

includes a willingness to have children

and to teach them the gospel. Many
problems of the world today are brought

about when parents do not accept the re-

sponsibilities of this covenant. It is con-

tradictory to this covenant to prevent the

birth of children if the parents are in

good health.

Thirty-five years ago when I first

started practicing medicine, it was a rare

thing for a married woman to seek advice

about how she could keep from having

babies. When I finished practicing medi-

cine, it was a rare thing, except for some
faithful Latter-day Saint women, for a

married woman to want to have more
than one or two children, and some did

not want any children. We in the Church

must not be caught up in the false doc-

trines of the world that would cause us to

break sacred temple covenants.

Keeping temple covenants at home

We go to the temple to make cov-

enants, but we go home to keep the cov-

enants that we have made. The home is

the testing ground. The home is the place

where we learn to be more Christlike.

The home is the place where we learn to

overcome selfishness and give ourselves

in service to others.

I hope you will not think it simplistic

to suggest that it is the "little things" like

family prayer and family home evening

that are important; little things like a

father helping his children say their

nightly prayers and telling them a bed-

time story instead of watching TV; little

things like making time in the family

schedule for reading the scriptures; little

things like a husband being big enough to

say, "Sweetheart, I'm sorry. I should not

have said that. I'm going to do better."

Or a mother saying to a child, "I'm sorry

I became angry. Please forgive me." Yes,

it is the little things that we do each day

and each week that make the difference.



14

Saturday, April 1, 1995

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Morning Session

By keeping the temple covenants,

all of God's children may be exalted.

I say again that we go to the temple to

make the covenants, but we go home to

keep those covenants.

Gratitude for homes and temples

The story is told of Elder Boyd K.

Packer: After traveling all over the world

and seeing many exotic places, he was
asked where he would go if he could

go anywhere in the world he wanted. He
replied, "I would go home." I feel the

same way. If I were asked that same
question, I would say, "I would go home
and sit in a big rocking chair and take a

couple of grandbabies in my arms and
hope that a little of the heavenly dust

they still have on them would rub off

on me." I'm grateful for homes where
we can go to learn how to love, how to

share, how to be Christlike.

I am grateful for temples where we
can go to be sealed together as families

for eternity. I am grateful for temples

where we can go to pray and to worship.

where we can call down the blessings of

heaven upon our families. I am grateful

for temples where we can go as families

to strengthen the eternal bonds that will

make us forever families, where we can

go to do the great redemptive work for

our forefathers, who cannot do it for

themselves, even as Jesus did for us

what we cannot do for ourselves. I am
grateful that God in his eternal wisdom
has made these blessings available to all

of his children. Some, however, have to

wait until the hereafter to enjoy these

blessings. But all who live worthily will

have every blessing. I testify that Jesus

loved to go to the temple. Part of be-

coming more Christlike is learning to

love to go to the temple. I pray that we
may become eternal families, that we
may have eternal life. In the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. Doctrine and Covenants 18:18.

2. In Conference Report, Oct. 1994, p. 8;

or Ensign, Nov. 1994, p. 8; italics added.

3. In Conference Report, Oct. 1994, p. 118;

or Ensign, Nov. 1994, p. 88; italics added.

Bishop Merrill J. Bateman

Brothers and sisters, I express deep
appreciation for the marvelous impact

that President Howard W. Hunter had
on Church members in his short period

as prophet. From Hawaii to West Africa,

I have seen members responding to his

challenge for us to be more Christlike

and a temple-worshiping people.

Today I sustain President Gordon
B. Hinckley as prophet, seer, and revela-

tor and President of the Church. As I

watched the press conference that an-

nounced the new First Presidency, the

Holy Spirit bore witness to me of his

prophetic calling and the preparation

that had preceded it. I also felt then and
feel today the same confirmation regard-

ing President Thomas S. Monson and

President James E. Faust as his coun-
selors, and President Boyd K. Packer as

Acting President of the Quorum of the

Twelve. And today I felt the Spirit with

regard to Elder Henry B. Eyring. The
Lord's way of preparing prophets is a

marvelous work and a wonder.

Lessons taught by death

A short time ago I attended the fu-

neral of a friend's son. Earlier in the

week, the young man was traveling home
late at night with friends when the driver

of another car fell asleep. The second

car crossed the median and smashed
head-on into the first. The accident oc-

curred with such swiftness that few,


