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Hinckley. The Savior will speak to us

and all the world through him.

And if those who hear will take the

Savior's name upon them and always

remember him and keep his command-

ments, they will finally come to him and

he will take them home to his Father

and our Father, where we may live for-

ever in families. I testify that is true, in

the sacred name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Sister Aileen H. Clyde

"Fear thou not; for I am with thee"

"For the mountains shall depart, and

the hills be removed; but my kindness

shall not depart from thee, neither shall

the covenant of my peace be removed,

saith the Lord" (Isaiah 54:10; see also

3Nephi22:10).

Such scriptural language overwhelms

my reasoning and floods me again with

the reality of God's love and of our im-

portance to him. Did he speak to our in-

telligences in that way in the long-ago

council when we understood enough to

choose to follow Christ? It was surely

then, before our mortal experience, that

we began with our part of building the

covenant relationship with the Savior

which is vital to our eternal lives. I believe

we chose to be guided then, as we need

to be guided now, by his loving care for

our divine and unique identities. Our de-

cision then was of the greatest import.

Now, when we face crossroads and di-

lemmas, we can look again to that same
source for courage to move forward on
our journey.

"Fear thou not; for I am with thee:

be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will

strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee;

yea, I will uphold thee with the right

hand of my righteousness" (Isaiah 41:10).

Seek God's light and forsake the world

Of the many blessings that have

come to me through my knowledge of

Christ's gospel, I am most grateful for

the doctrine that teaches us that our

lives here have eternal meaning and are

for the glory of God. We are central in

his great work. He teaches that as we
receive his light, we can reflect that light

in the world.

There is a constant struggle to bal-

ance our knowledge of light against the

error and fear that are among the hall-

marks of our world. Today we see temp-

tations of old in new ways. They can be

magnified and multicolored by technol-

ogy which gives them avenues every-

where. These portrayals are aimed at the

young, the naive, and the vulnerable

—

indeed they are aimed at each one of us.

All manner of violence is depicted in ar-

cade games, and we even see horrifying

violent acts in our own neighborhoods.

Amid the danger, our love waxes cold,

and we may seek a defense in the very

weapons that threaten us. Worse yet, we
may be turned by fear to looking for

protection from one another rather than

keeping our promise to be a light and a

protection /or one another.

The Joseph Smith Translation of

Matthew 16 brings clarity to distinctions

that Christ's disciples need to under-

stand:

"Break not my commandments for

to save your lives; for whosoever will

save his life in this world, shall lose it in

the world to come.

"And whosoever will lose his life in

this world, for my sake, shall find it in

the world to come.
"Therefore, forsake the world, and

save your souls" (w. 27-29).

We must depend on the light of

Christ to understand this teaching, but

we cannot allow our fears to separate us

from the possession of our souls. Hear
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what is recorded in the 101st section of

Doctrine and Covenants:

"Wherefore, fear not even unto
death; for in this world your joy is not

full, but in me your joy is full.

"Therefore, care not for the body,

neither the life of the body; but care for

the soul, and for the life of the soul.

"And seek the face of the Lord al-

ways, that in patience ye may possess

your souls, and ye shall have eternal life"

(w. 36-38).

"I the Lord ... will hold thine hand"

It is a response of the soul when we
sense and accept the loving promises

that Christ extends to us. Listen to Isa-

iah's description of what our Lord has

already done for us:

"Thus saith God the Lord, he that

created the heavens, and stretched them
out; he that spread forth the earth, and
that which cometh out of it; he that giv-

eth breath unto the people upon it, and
spirit to them that walk therein" (Isaiah

42:5).

Then Isaiah records the Lord's soul-

nourishing tenderness and the loving-

kindness of his assurances:

"I the Lord have called thee in righ-

teousness, and will hold thine hand, and
will keep thee, and give thee for a cov-

enant of the people, for a light of the

Gentiles. . .

.

"Behold, the former things are come
to pass, and new things do I declare: be-

fore they spring forth I tell you of them.

"Sing unto the Lord a new song, and
his praise from the end of the earth" (Isa-

iah 42:6, 9-10).

The book of Alma teaches that the

song He has asked us to sing is a song of

redeeming love (see Alma 5:26).

The Lord's command to love

Later, when the Savior was asked in

Palestine to designate the first and great

commandment, he unhesitatingly said:

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,

and with all thy mind. . .

.

"And the second [commandment] is

like unto it. Thou shalt love thy neigh-

bour as thyself" (Matthew 22:37, 39).

These statements are both clear and

comprehensive. They suggest the begin-

ning of how we can engage ourselves in

his covenant. And surely, since he knows
us, he would not have required anything

we cannot do.

The love Christ commands requires

a mighty change and great humility. It

requires us to forsake pride and to be

stripped of envy. It requires that we nei-

ther mock our sisters and brothers nor

persecute anyone. Christ knew that for

us to find any of those characteristics in

ourselves would be onerous and would
demand our great effort just to look.

He said, "If thy hand or thy foot offend

thee, cut them off, and cast them from
thee" (Matthew 18:8).

He was not suggesting our mutila-

tion but rather showing his awareness of

how painful clearing ourselves of such

offenses could be. When we have made
the changes that only we can make,
then, by the atoning blood of Christ, we
may receive the forgiveness that only he

can bring. The reciprocal nature of those

actions suggests the high trust and re-

spect the Lord has for our abilities. Any-
one who has had experience with the

Lord's love knows of the sure courage

that comes when we keep our part of

that trust and honor him by seeking his

Spirit and by living the best we can. We
hear again:

"My kindness shall not depart from
thee, neither shall the covenant of my
peace be removed" (Isaiah 54:10; 3 Ne-

phi 22:10) and "Behold, I will lay thy

stones with fair colors, and lay thy foun-

dations with sapphires" (3 Nephi 22:11;

see also Isaiah 54:11). Such scriptural

language rivets my attention.
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Covenants provide foundation

In the midst of a troubling world, the

foundations I rely on come by my cov-

enants with the Lord. They are indeed

like sapphires and are treasures beyond
price. Through them I have an eternal

link to my loved ones and to God. They
are the restored principles and ordi-

nances of the gospel of Jesus Christ,

which are available to righteous women
and men alike through the power of the

holy priesthood of God. They include

baptism, the gift of the Holy Ghost, the

sacrament, and temple covenants. These
are the ways given to us and freely cho-

sen by us to vouchsafe our eternal lives.

"And now, because of the covenant

which ye have made ye shall be called

the children of Christ, his sons, and his

daughters; for behold, this day he hath

spiritually begotten you; for ye say that

your hearts are changed through faith

on his name; therefore, ye are born of

him and have become his sons and his

daughters" (Mosiah 5:7).

We are, then, because of his great

love and because of our desire to be

guided by his light, part of the family of

Christ. Because of our covenants, we

have protection from loneliness and
alienation. Because of our relationship

with him, we can reflect light and ten-

derness to one another and we can pos-

sess our own souls eternally.

I testify of the great blessing it is

to know these things. I am humbly grate-

ful for scriptural testaments and for my
knowledge that Christ is alive and heads

his church. I know he can be alive in

each of us as we keep his command-
ments, and I say this humbly in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

President Faust

We have just listened to Elder Henry
B. Eyring, a new member of the Quorum
of the Twelve, followed by Sister Aileen

H. Clyde, second counselor in the gen-

eral Relief Society presidency.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "Come, Come, Ye Saints."

Elder Eduardo Ayala of the Seventy will

then address us.

The choir and congregation sang

"Come, Come, Ye Saints."

Elder Eduardo Ayala

Isolated members in Peru keep the faith

Due to the nature of our calling as

General Authorities, we are assigned to

visit various nations, places, or groups.

In some of these, there are risks and dan-

gers. The varying circumstances under
which these areas function frequently

prevent us from reaching the places we
have been assigned to visit.

On one occasion I received the as-

signment to visit a stake located in the

beautiful mountains of the Peruvian high-

lands. This unit of the Church had not

been visited by a General Authority for

more than two years because of the dan-

gers involved in traveling there. After

obtaining proper authorization and with

the help of the mission president, we
commenced the five-hour trip that took

us to the beautiful Mantaro River Valley.

When we arrived at the stake center,

the president and his counselors were
waiting for us. Upon seeing us, their faces

lit up with happiness and we joined in a

strong, brotherly embrace. Some three

years previous, two of our beloved mis-

sionaries had been killed in this city. Af-

ter embracing the president close to my
heart, trying to communicate to him all


