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merciful plan of the Father, all of this is

possible through the atonement of the

Only Begotten of the Father, our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ. As earthly par-

ents we participate in the gospel plan

by providing mortal bodies for the spirit

children of God. The fulness of eternal

salvation is a family matter.

It is the reality of these glorious pos-

sibilities that causes us to proclaim our

message of restored Christianity to all

people, even to good practicing Chris-

tians with other beliefs. This is why we
build temples. This is the faith that gives

us strength and joy to confront the chal-

lenges of mortal life. We offer these

truths and opportunities to all people

and testify to their truthfulness in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles has just ad-

dressed us.

It will now be our privilege to listen

to President Gordon B. Hinckley, our

beloved President of the Church, who
will be our concluding speaker.

Before hearing his address, we ex-

press appreciation to the Aaronic Priest-

hood choir from the Springville Utah
Region, the combined institute men's

choir, the Mormon Youth Chorus, and
the Tabernacle Choir and to their con-

ductors and organists for the beautiful

and uplifting music for this conference.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given the conference; the

doctors, Church Health Unit nurses, and
ambulance services who have been on
hand to render assistance; the ushers and
interpreters (my, have they been busy);

and those who are responsible for the

beautiful flowers on Temple Square and
in the Tabernacle, some of which came
from the members in Japan and Korea.

We express appreciation to local and
national press representatives for the

coverage of the conference. We're grate-

ful to the Bonneville International LDS
Radio Network and the owners and op-

erators of the many other radio and tele-

vision stations and cable systems who
have given time and made facilities avail-

able to carry sessions in many countries.

We express appreciation for hon-
ored guests who have complimented us

by their attendance today and in each of

the sessions.

Following President Hinckley's re-

marks, the Tabernacle Choir will sing

"God Bless Our Prophet Dear." The
benediction will then be offered by
Bishop H. David Burton, First Coun-
selor in the Presiding Bishopric.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

The miracle of conference

My brethren and sisters, just a few

words in conclusion. First, I'd like to say

that we have participated in a miracle.

As I have listened to all who have spo-

ken, I have noted that there has been no

duplication of treatment. Every man and

woman who has spoken has chosen his

or her own theme to treat. There are no

assignments made to any of the speakers

concerning what they should say. And
yet they all fit together in a pattern that

is beautiful and wonderful. I have a pro-

found feeling of gratitude to the Lord for

His wonderful blessings upon us. We
have listened to wise and inspired coun-

sel. We have been taught and we have

been edified.

Strength of the new generation

A week ago a conference of the

young women was held in this taber-

nacle. It was an inspiration to look into

their faces, thousands of them. One
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could not do so without a feeling of peace

and certitude concerning the future of

this work. The theme of the conference

was an appeal to the young women to

read the scriptures.

I look back to my own youth. Nei-

ther young men nor young women were
doing much scripture reading at that

time. What a marvelous change has been
wrought. A new generation is arising

who are familiar with the word of the

Lord. Growing up in a worldly environ-

ment that is laden with immorality and

filth of every kind, our youth, for the

most part, are meeting the challenge of

living in the world without partaking of

the evils of the world. It is with the young
men as it is with the young women. Last

evening this tabernacle was filled with

fathers and sons, and hundreds of thou-

sands were gathered in other halls across

the Church. It is wonderful to feel the

pulse of this generation of young people.

Of course, there are some who do not

measure up. That has been the case since

the time of the great war in heaven de-

scribed by John the Revelator. The issue

then was free agency, as it is today. Then,

as now, choices had to be made.

"And there was war in heaven: Mi-

chael and his angels fought against the

dragon; and the dragon fought and his

angels,

"And prevailed not; neither was their

place found any more in heaven.

"And the great dragon was cast out,

that old serpent, called the Devil, and
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world:

he was cast out into the earth, and his

angels were cast out with him" (Revela-

tion 12:7-9).

That ancient struggle continues, the

unrelenting battle that comes of free

agency. Some, unfortunately, choose the

wrong. But many, so many, choose the

right, including so very many of our

choice young men and young women.
They deserve and need our gratitude.

They need our encouragement. They
need the kind of examples that we can

become before them. May they be
blessed as they pursue lives of virtue,

of learning, of growing with faith and
purpose, all the time remaining "true to

the faith that [their] parents have cher-

ished, true to the truth for which mar-

tyrs have perished" ("True to the Faith,"

Hymns, no. 254).

We have a work to do

In the Young Women conference,

emphasis was given to the words of Alma
found in the thirty-second chapter of the

book of Alma. His teachings include

these words: "Awake and arouse your

faculties, even to an experiment upon
my words, and exercise a particle of faith"

(V. 27).

My beloved associates, far more of

us need to awake and arouse our facul-

ties to an awareness of the great everlast-

ing truths of the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Each of us can do a little better than we
have been doing. We can be a little more
kind. We can be a little more merciful.

We can be a little more forgiving. We can

put behind us our weaknesses of the past

and go forth with new energy and in-

creased resolution to improve the world

about us, in our homes, in our places of

employment, in our social activities.

We have work to do, you and I, so

very much of it. Let us roll up our sleeves

and get at it, with a new commitment,
putting our trust in the Lord.

Come, come, ye Saints, no toil nor

labor fear;

But with joy wend your way.

Though hard to you this journey may
appear,

Grace shall be as your day.

["Come, Come, Ye Saints," Hymns,
no. 30]

We can do it, if we will be prayerful

and faithful. We can do better than we
have ever done before.

The Church needs your strength. It

needs your love and loyalty and devo-
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tion. It needs a little more of your time

and energy.

I am not asking anyone to give more
at the expense of his or her employer.

We have an obligation to be men and
women of absolute honesty and integrity

in the service of those who employ us.

I am not asking anyone to do so at

the expense of your families. The Lord
will hold you responsible for your chil-

dren. But I am suggesting that we spend

a little less time in idleness, in the fruit-

less pursuit of watching some inane and
empty television programs. Time so uti-

lized can be put to better advantage, and
the consequences will be wonderful. Of
that I do not hesitate to assure you.

"We will be true to thee till death!"

Now, my beloved brethren and sis-

ters, as we return to our homes, may we
go in safety, pondering the things we
have heard these past two days. May
we go with determination to try a little

harder to be a little better. Please know
that we are not without understanding

of some of your problems. We are aware

that many of you carry very heavy bur-

dens. We plead with the Lord in your be-

half. We add our prayers to your prayers

that you may find solutions to your prob-

lems. We leave a blessing upon you,

even an apostolic blessing. We bless you

that the Lord may smile with favor upon
you, that there may be happiness and

peace in your homes and in your lives,

that an atmosphere of love and respect

and appreciation may be felt among hus-

bands and wives, children and parents.

May you "look to God and live" (Alma
37:47) with happiness, with security, with

peace, with faith.

At the opening of this session, the

choir sang a wonderful hymn. "Faith of

our fathers, holy faith, we will be true to

thee till death!" ("Faith of Our Fathers,"

Hymns, no. 84). I would like to leave that

thought with you: "Faith of our fathers,

holy faith, we will be true to thee till

death!" God bless you, my beloved as-

sociates, in this glorious work, I humbly
pray in the name of Him whom we all

serve, even the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "God Bless Our
Prophet Dear."

Bishop H. David Burton offered the

benediction.

SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE MUSIC
The Mormon Youth Chorus, con-

ducted by Robert C. Bowden, provided

music for the Saturday morning session

of the conference. Linda Margetts was
the organist.

Music for the Saturday afternoon

session was provided by an Aaronic
Priesthood choir from the Springville

Utah Region. James Kasen conducted

the choir, and Clay Christiansen was
the organist.

At the general priesthood session a

men's choir from the Logan, Ogden, Salt

Lake University, and Orem institutes

provided the music. Duane Huff con-

ducted the choir, and John Longhurst
was the organist.

The Tabernacle Choir, directed by

Jerold Ottley and Donald Ripplinger,

provided music for the Sunday morning
and afternoon sessions. Richard Elliott

and John Longhurst were the organists.

Throughout the conference sessions,

prelude, postlude, and interlude music

and accompaniments on the Tabernacle

organ were played by John Longhurst,

Clay Christiansen, Richard Elliott, and
Linda Margetts.

F. Michael Watson
Clerk of the Conference


