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"The rising up of my church"

My dear brothers and sisters and
friends, as we begin this historic confer-

ence I am confident that we will hear the

word of the Lord during all of the pro-

ceedings. That divine guidance has di-

rected the affairs of this Church for over

166 years today, since The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints was
legally organized on April 6, 1830. What
has happened in this work in this rela-

tively short time is a miracle. As a small

boy I remember hearing my great-uncle

William Wetzel tell about walking with

his family across the American plains

to the Salt Lake Valley. His stories of

struggle, sacrifice, and faith made an in-

delible impression on my young heart.

When Great-grandfather's family

arrived in this valley, most of the mem-
bers of the Church lived in a group of

small, dusty settlements in the territory

of Deseret. Many had braved the ocean

to come to the United States. Then they

traveled by wagon and handcart through

the searing heat and the intense cold of

the American plains and the high moun-
tain peaks to find peace and worship

God.

In large measure, members of our

faith were at that time a despised, perse-

cuted, and driven people. But since then

has come the fulfillment of the Lord's

statement, "In this the beginning of the

rising up and the coming forth of my
church out of the wilderness—clear as

the moon, and fair as the sun." 1 No one

can fully understand how and why the

Church has come "out of obscurity" 2 and

blossomed without knowing some of the

fundamental prophetic truths on which

the Church rests.

Follow the Brethren

When I was first named as a General

Authority many years ago, I went to see

President Hugh B. Brown, then in the

First Presidency, and asked him, "Presi-

dent Brown, what advice have you got

for a new, young, inexperienced Gen-
eral Authority?" This wise and vener-

able man responded simply and directly,

"Stick with the Brethren." Who are the

Brethren? The Brethren are those who
hold the keys of the kingdom of God on

earth. They are the First Presidency and

the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

each of whom is an apostle and prophet;

the Seventy; and, in temporal matters,

the Presiding Bishopric.

The rise of the Church from Pal-

myra to Kirtland, from Kirtland to Nau-
voo, from Nauvoo to the West, and in

over 150 countries all over the world has

come about because the body of the

Church, wherever it was, has been loyal

to the Brethren. Millions of men and
women have followed the prophets of

God. I wish to pay special tribute to all

of the faithful women since the time of

the Restoration who have listened to

the prophetic voice of the Church. Their

supernal womanly gifts and talents have

blessed the work of God in a most im-

portant and indispensable way.

Those who have stayed with the

Brethren have a firm testimony that Jo-

seph Smith was a prophet of God who,

under divine authority, reestablished the

Church of Jesus Christ in our time. Such

solid faith is the foundation of the loy-

alty manifested by the great majority of

faithful members who, throughout the

history of the Church, have received the

confirming witness concerning the re-

ality of continuing revelation. This rev-

elation has come in its time from each of

the Presidents of the Church, their coun-

selors in the First Presidency, and the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, who
serve under the direction of the Presi-

dent.
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Only those with authority may lead

The dispensation of divine truth in

which we now live, in distinction from
previous dispensations, will not be de-

stroyed by apostasy. This is in fulfillment

of Daniel's prophecy that "the God of

heaven [shall] set up a kingdom, which

shall never be destroyed" nor "left to

other people." 3 President John Taylor

affirmed this also when he said: "There

is one thing very certain, . . . and that is,

whatever men may think, and however

they may plot and contrive, that this

Kingdom will never be given into the

hands of another people. It will grow
and spread and increase, and no man liv-

ing can stop its progress." 4

From the beginning some from both

inside and outside of the Church have

sought to persuade members of the

Church against following the inspired

declarations of those who hold the keys

of the kingdom of God on earth. Some of

those seeking to mislead have done so

claiming special endowments of intelli-

gence or inspiration beyond the estab-

lished order of the Church. As a warning

against those so claiming special author-

ity, the Lord made it clear "that it shall

not be given to any one ... to preach my
gospel, or to build up my church, except

he be ordained by some one who has au-

thority, and it is known to the church that

he has authority and has been regularly

ordained by the heads of the church." 5

Apostasy and return of Oliver Cowdery

In the early days of the Restoration,

Oliver Cowdery became the second el-

der of the Church and participated with

Joseph in the marvelous Restoration ex-

periences. He was ordained with the

Prophet Joseph in 1829 under the hands

of a heavenly messenger when the

priesthood was restored to the earth.

Oliver served as a scribe, writing down
the translation of the Book of Mormon
as it poured forth from the mouth of the

Prophet Joseph. He shared with the

Prophet Joseph the great visions mani-

fested in the Kirtland Temple in 1836

and witnessed the bestowal of the keys

by Moses, Elias, and Elijah.

In an early revelation the Lord
warned Oliver: "Behold, thou art blessed,

and art under no condemnation. But be-

ware of pride, lest thou shouldst enter

into temptation." 6 Oliver had great intel-

lect and enjoyed marvelous spiritual

blessings. However, over time he forgot

the Lord's warning, and pride entered

into his heart. Brigham Young later said

of this pride:

"I have seen men who belonged to

this kingdom, and who really thought

that if they were not associated with it, it

could not progress. One man especially,

whom I now think of, . . . was peculiarly

gifted in self-reliance and general ability.

He said as much to the Prophet Joseph a

number of times as to say that if he left

this kingdom, it could not progress any

further. I speak of Oliver Cowdery. He
forsook it, and it still rolled on, and still

triumphed over every opposing foe, and
bore off safely all those who clung to it."

7

In October 1848, 10 years after leav-

ing the Church, Oliver Cowdery visited

the Church headquarters in Iowa and
humbly petitioned to be received again

into the Church through baptism. De-
scribing this memorable event, George
A. Smith wrote of Oliver: "He bore testi-

mony in the most positive terms . . . and
told the people if they wanted to follow

the right path, to keep [in] the main chan-

nel of the stream—where the body of the

Church goes, there is the authority." 8

In his final testimony he affirmed

the coming of John the Baptist, holding

the keys of the Aaronic Priesthood; and
the coming of Peter, James, and John,

holding the keys of the Melchizedek
Priesthood. He further stated: "These
Priesthoods, with their authority, are

now, and must continue to be, in the body
of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
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day Saints. Blessed is the Elder who has

received the same, and thrice blessed

and holy is he who shall [continue] to the

end." 9

"By their fruits ye shall know them"

Over the years many offshoots and
splinter groups have not stayed with the

Brethren. This is not a new phenome-
non. After the Crucifixion of the Savior,

Peter and the Apostles were preaching

to a hostile audience. Gamaliel, a man
learned in the law, defended their right

to preach. After recalling the ill fate of

two different groups that had risen up
and drawn people away, he presented

this sure test of truth. Said he, "If this

counsel or this work be of men, it will

come to nought: But if it be of God, ye

cannot overthrow it; lest haply ye be
found even to fight against God." 10

In the great Sermon on the Mount,
the Savior posed a poignant question:

"Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs

of thistles?" He went on to say: "A good
tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither

can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.

. . . Wherefore by their fruits ye shall

know them." 11 The sweet fruits of this

work are now known over much of the

earth.

Respect domains of authority

To validate those who have author-

ity, the Lord also said, "All things shall

be done by common consent in the

church, by much prayer and faith." 12 Yet
He also said that "every man might speak

in the name of God." 13 How can this be?

Every man and young man in the Church
who lives in accordance with the Savior's

teachings is ordained to the priesthood.

The use of this power, however, is lim-

ited. Every father is to his family a patri-

arch and every mother a matriarch as

coequals in their distinctive parental

roles. Members, men and women, may
receive inspiration by the gift of the Holy

Ghost for their personal lives and for

their areas of responsibility.

Only the prophet and President, and
no one else, can use all of the keys of the

kingdom of God on earth. In our time

that man is President Gordon B. Hinckley.

He and his counselors and the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles have delegated

specific authority and responsibility to

other General Authorities and to local

authorities and auxiliary leaders to direct

the work in their own areas of responsi-

bility.

Early in the Church the Lord warned
members, "Thou shalt not command him
who is at thy head, and at the head of the

church." 14

Some have said, "My integrity will

not permit me to yield my conscience to

anyone." A clear conscience is a very

precious spiritual endowment when it is

guided by the Holy Ghost. Ultimately

everyone has the responsibility of mak-
ing his or her own moral decisions. How-
ever, the Prophet Joseph Smith stated

that "it is contrary to the economy of God
for any member of the Church ... to re-

ceive instruction for those in authority,

higher than themselves." 15

In addition, some have claimed

higher spiritual gifts or authority outside

the established priesthood authority of

the Church. They say that they believe

in the principles and ordinances of the

gospel and accept the President of the

Church as the legal administrator there-

of, but claim they have a higher order

which the President does not have. This

is often done to justify an activity which

is not in accordance with the doctrines

of the Church. There can be no higher

order, however, because the President

of the Church both holds and exercises

all of the keys of the kingdom of God
on earth. The Lord has said of the Presi-

dent of the Church that "none else shall

be appointed [to receive commandments
and revelations] except it be through

him." 16
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Apostasy and return of Thomas B.

Marsh

Thomas B. Marsh was another fa-

vored associate of the Prophet Joseph.

Over this pulpit in the April 1984 gen-

eral conference, President Hinckley re-

minded us that Brother Marsh was
serving as the President of the Quorum
of the Twelve when he chose to disregard

the decisions of the First Presidency and

other Church leaders in a dispute be-

tween his wife and another woman over

some milk strippings. 17

When, as did the prodigal son, he fi-

nally "came to himself," 18 he wrote to

Heber C. Kimball, who had been his

associate in the Quorum of the Twelve,

stating:

"Having lost my wife three years

since, I began to awake to a sense of my
situation; ... I know that I have sinned

against Heaven and in thy sight and have

rendered myself unworthy of your con-

fidence; or of a place in the family of

Heaven. ... I deserve no place among
you in the church even as the lowest

member; but I cannot live long so with-

out a reconciliation with the 12 and the

Church whom I have injured." He then

recited the typical lesson his years of

rebellion had taught him: "The Lord
could get along very well without me and

He has lost nothing by my falling out of

the ranks; But O what have I lost?!

Riches, greater riches than all this world

or many planets like this could afford."

He pleaded with his brethren for com-
fort and peace and their smiles upon
him. 19

After being rebaptized, Thomas came
to Salt Lake City, where he asked Brig-

ham Young, the President of the Church,

for forgiveness. He was invited by Presi-

dent Young to speak at a Sunday service

where Thomas offered this advice to his

listeners: "If there are any among this

people who should ever apostatize and

do as I have done, prepare your backs

for a good whipping, if you are such as

the Lord loves. But if you will take my
advice, you will stand by the authori-

ties." 20

Five fundamental truths of authority

The Prophet Joseph explained in the

winter of 1832-33 that "no true angel

from God will ever come to ordain any

man, because they have once been sent

to establish the priesthood by ordaining

me thereunto; and the priesthood being

once established on earth, with [the]

power to ordain others, no heavenly mes-

senger will ever come to interfere with

that power by ordaining any more. . . .

You may therefore know, from this time

forward, that if any man comes to you
professing to be ordained by an angel,

he is either a liar or has been imposed
upon in consequence of transgression by

an angel of the devil, for this priesthood

shall never be taken away from this

church." 21

May I now review five of the funda-

mental prophetic truths of the Church:

First, the keys and the authority of

God have been given by Him to Joseph

Smith and each of his successors who
have been called as Presidents of the

Church.

Second, those keys and authority

are never to be given to another people,

and those who have such authority are

"known to the Church." 22

Third, continuing revelation and
leadership for the Church come through

the President of the Church, and he will

never mislead the Saints.

Fourth, individual members of the

Church may receive revelation for their

own callings and areas of responsibility

and for their own families. They may not

receive spiritual instruction for those

higher in authority.

Fifth, those who claim direct revela-

tion from God for the Church outside

the established order and channel of the

priesthood are misguided. This also ap-

plies to any who follow them.
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If any find themselves in this posi-

tion, please know that there is always

an open door in the Church for those

who wish to return to full fellowship with

the sisters and with the brethren of the

priesthood. The welcome will be with

open arms.

My testimony of the divinity of the

callings of the presiding Brethren as the

representatives of the Lord Jesus Christ

flows from the deepest wellspring of my
soul. For many years I have watched the

process of continuous revelation which
emanates from God through the keys,

authority, and direction of the President

of the Church. I testify that this revela-

tory power has directed this work since

April 6, 1830. That confirmation is the

source of the greatest knowledge I have.

I counsel and pray that all will heed the

ongoing prophetic voice of this Church,

which reveals the word of God in our
day. Of this I witness in the name of Je-

sus Christ, amen.
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President Hinckley

President James E. Faust, Second
Counselor in the First Presidency, has

just spoken to us.

Bishop Keith B. McMullin, Second
Counselor in the Presiding Bishopric,

will now address us.

Bishop Keith B. McMullin

The law of witnesses

Humbly, gratefully I stand before
you to testify of God's words and works.

I come in the spirit of one going before

to prepare the way. The commission to

do so comes from the Lord. My desire is

to help us prepare for His Second Com-
ing and to dwell in His presence, to en-

joy the gifts and graces He alone can be-

stow.

During the course of this general con-

ference, much will be said concerning the

Lord's work and what Heavenly Father

desires of His children. These are sacred

things. May it be known that the speak-

ers do not stand alone in their declara-

tions. Accompanying their testimonies, I


