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physically be able to be with them, but

spiritually he would never leave their

side.

The examples of faith shown by

steadfast widows and widowers, along

with that of their children, after the pass-

ing of a spouse or parent are an inspira-

tion to all of us. Great lessons can be

learned as we observe their faith and

obedience as they strive to remain faith-

ful so that they can once again be to-

gether as families through eternity.

The gospel brings light and hope

The knowledge and understanding

of the doctrine that God lives and Jesus

is the Christ and that we have an oppor-

tunity to be resurrected and live in the

presence of God the Father and His Son,

Jesus Christ, make it possible to endure

otherwise tragic events. This doctrine

brings a brightness of hope into an oth-

erwise dark and dreary world. It answers

the simple questions of where we came
from, why we are here, and where we are

going. These are truths that must be

taught and practiced in our homes.

God lives. Jesus is the Christ.

Through His Atonement we will all have

the opportunity of being resurrected.

This is not just an individual blessing;

it is much more than that. It is a blessing

to each one of us and to our families.

That we may be eternally grateful, that

we can live in the presence of God the

Eternal Father and His Son Jesus Christ,

that we may be together in the eternities

to come, that we might understand the

joy, and that we not only teach this doc-

trine but live true to it in our lives and
in our families, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "I Need Thee Every

Hour."

President Hinckley

Elder Robert D. Hales of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve has just spoken to us,

and the choir has sung "I Need Thee
Every Hour."

Following my remarks, the choir will

sing "Lead, Kindly Light," and the bene-

diction will be offered by Elder Dennis
E. Simmons of the Seventy.

The concluding session of this con-

ference will begin at two o'clock this af-

ternoon.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Women are essential to God's plan

Half, possibly more than half, of

the adult members of the Church are

women. It is to them that I wish particu-

larly to speak this morning. I do so with

the hope that the men will also hear.

First let me say to you sisters that

you do not hold a second place in our

Father's plan for the eternal happiness

and well-being of His children. You are

an absolutely essential part of that plan.

Without you the plan could not func-

tion. Without you the entire program

would be frustrated. As I have said be-

fore from this pulpit, when the process of

creation occurred, Jehovah, the Creator,

under instruction from His Father, first

divided the light from the darkness and
then separated the land from the waters.

There followed the creation of plant life,

followed by the creation of animal life.

Then came the creation of man, and cul-

minating that act of divinity came the

crowning act, the creation of woman.
Each of you is a daughter of God,

endowed with a divine birthright. You
need no defense of that position.
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Great strength in women of the Church The real builders of the nation

As I go about from place to place,

I am interviewed by representatives of

the media. Invariably they ask about the

place of women in the Church. They do
so in an almost accusatory tone, as if we
denigrate and demean women. I invari-

ably reply that I know of no other orga-

nization in all the world which affords

women so many opportunities for devel-

opment, for sociality, for the accomplish-

ment of great good, for holding positions

of leadership and responsibility.

I wish all of these reporters could

have been in the Tabernacle a week ago

Saturday when the general Relief Society

meeting was held. It was an inspiration

to look into the faces of that vast gather-

ing of the daughters of God, women of

faith and ability, women who know what
life is about and have something of a

sense of the divinity of their creation.

I wish they could have heard that great

chorus of young women from Brigham
Young University, who touched our
hearts with the beauty of their singing.

I wish they could have heard the stirring

messages of the Relief Society general

presidency, each of whom spoke on a

phase of the subject faith, hope, and char-

ity.

What able people these women are.

They express themselves with power and
conviction and great persuasiveness.

President Faust concluded that service

with a wonderful talk.

If those reporters who are prone
to raise this question could have sat in

that vast congregation, they would have

known, even without further inquiry,

that there is strength and great capacity

in the women of this Church. There is

leadership and direction, a certain spirit

of independence, and yet great satisfac-

tion in being a part of this, the Lord's

kingdom, and of working hand in hand
with the priesthood to move it forward.

Many of you are here today who
were in that meeting. Today you are

seated with your husbands, men whom
you love and honor and respect, and who
in turn love and honor and respect you.

You know how fortunate you are to be

married to a good man who is your com-
panion in life and who will be your com-
panion throughout eternity. Together, as

you have served in many capacities and
reared your families and provided for

them, you have faced a variety of storms

and come through them all with your

heads held high. Most of you are moth-

ers, and very many of you are grand-

mothers and even great-grandmothers.

You have walked the sometimes painful,

sometimes joyous path of parenthood.

You have walked hand in hand with God
in the great process of bringing children

into the world that they might experi-

ence this estate along the road of immor-

tality and eternal life. It has not been
easy rearing a family. Most of you have

had to sacrifice and skimp and labor

night and day. As I think of you and your

circumstances, I think of the words of

Anne Campbell, who wrote as she looked

upon her children:

You are the trip I did not take;

You are the pearls I cannot buy;

You are my blue Italian lake;

You are my piece of foreign sky.

["To My Child," quoted in Charles L.

Wallis, ed., The Treasure Chest (1965),

54]

You sisters are the real builders of

the nation wherever you live, for you have

created homes of strength and peace and

security. These become the very sinew

of any nation.

Rebuke to abusers

Unfortunately a few of you may be

married to men who are abusive. Some
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of them put on a fine face before the

world during the day and come home in

the evening, set aside their self-disci-

pline, and on the slightest provocation

fly into outbursts of anger.

No man who engages in such evil

and unbecoming behavior is worthy of

the priesthood of God. No man who so

conducts himself is worthy of the privi-

leges of the house of the Lord. I regret

that there are some men undeserving

of the love of their wives and children.

There are children who fear their fathers,

and wives who fear their husbands. If

there be any such men within the hear-

ing of my voice, as a servant of the Lord
I rebuke you and call you to repentance.

Discipline yourselves. Master your tem-

per. Most of the things that make you an-

gry are of very small consequence. And
what a terrible price you are paying for

your anger. Ask the Lord to forgive you.

Ask your wife to forgive you. Apologize

to your children.

Advice to single women

There are many women among us

who are single. Generally this is not of

their own choice. Some have never had
the opportunity to marry one with whom
they would wish to spend eternity.

To you single women who wish to be

married, I repeat what I recently said in

a meeting for singles in this Tabernacle:

"Do not give up hope. And do not

give up trying. But do give up being ob-

sessed with it. The chances are that if you
forget about it and become anxiously en-

gaged in other activities, the prospects

will brighten immeasurably. . .

.

"I believe that for most of us the best

medicine for loneliness is work, service

in behalf of others. I do not minimize
your problems, but I do not hesitate to

say that there are many others whose
problems are more serious than are yours.

Reach out to serve them, to help them, to

encourage them. There are so many boys

and girls who fail in school for want of a

little personal attention and encourage-

ment. There are so many elderly people

who live in misery and loneliness and

fear for whom a simple conversation

would bring a measure of hope and hap-

piness" (Salt Lake Valley single adult

fireside, 22 Sept. 1996).

Assist women who have lost husbands

Included among the women of the

Church are those who have lost their

husbands through abandonment, di-

vorce, and death. Great is our obligation

to you. As the scriptures declare, "Pure

religion and undefiled before God and

the Father is this, To visit the fatherless

and widows in their affliction, and to

keep himself unspotted from the world"

(James 1:27).

I received a letter from one who
counts herself fortunate, and indeed for-

tunate she is. She writes:

"Although I have been raising our

four boys as a single parent, ... I am not

alone. I have a wonderful 'ward family'

that has rallied around us. . . .

"My Relief Society president has

been there for me through my greatest

hardships, encouraging my spiritual

growth, personal prayer, and temple at-

tendance.

"Our bishop has been generous in

providing needed food and clothing and

has helped send two of the boys to camp.

He has had interviews with all of us and

given each of us blessings and needed
encouragement. He has helped me to

budget and do what I can to help my
family.

"Our home teachers have come reg-

ularly and even gave the boys blessings

as they started the new school year.

"Our stake president and his coun-

selors have checked in on us on a regular

basis by taking time to visit with us at

church, on the phone, or in our home.

"This Church is true, and my boys

and I are living proof that God loves us
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and that a 'ward family' can make all the

difference.

"Our priesthood leaders have been
instrumental in keeping the boys active

in church and in the Scouting program.

[One] is an Eagle Scout and is receiving

his fourth palm this week. [Another] is

an Eagle with three palms. And [a third]

has just turned in his Eagle papers this

week. The youngest is a Webelos and
loves Cub Scouts.

"We are always met with loving

hearts and warm handshakes. The Christ-

like attitude of the stake and our ward
has helped us through trials we never

imagined possible.

"Life has been hard, . . . but we put

on the whole armor of God as we kneel

in family prayer . . . , asking for help

and guidance and sharing thanks for the

blessings we have received. I pray daily

for the constant companionship of the

Holy Ghost to guide me as I raise these

boys to be missionaries and encourage

them to be true to the gospel and the

priesthood they hold.

"I am proud to say I am a member
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. I know this Church is true. I

sustain my Church leaders. We are do-

ing well, and I thank everyone for their

love and prayers and acceptance."

What a great letter that is! How much
it says about the way this Church func-

tions and should function throughout

the world. I hope that every woman who
finds herself in the kind of circumstances

in which this woman lives is similarly

blessed with an understanding and help-

ful bishop, with a Relief Society presi-

dent who knows how to assist her, with

home teachers who know where their

duty lies and how to fulfill it, and with a

host of ward members who are helpful

without being intrusive.

I have never met the woman whose
letter I have read. Notwithstanding the

cheerful attitude she conveys, I am sure

there has been much of struggle and

loneliness and, at times, fear. I notice

that she works to provide for her needs

and the needs of her boys, who are in

their teens. I assume her income is in-

adequate, because she indicates that the

bishop has helped them with food and

clothing.

Advice on employment outside the home

Some years ago President Benson
delivered a message to the women of the

Church. He encouraged them to leave

their employment and give their individ-

ual time to their children. I sustain the

position which he took.

Nevertheless, I recognize, as he rec-

ognized, that there are some women (it

has become very many, in fact) who have

to work to provide for the needs of their

families. To you I say, do the very best

you can. I hope that if you are employed
full-time you are doing it to ensure that

basic needs are met and not simply to

indulge a taste for an elaborate home,
fancy cars, and other luxuries. The great-

est job that any mother will ever do will

be in nurturing, teaching, lifting, encour-

aging, and rearing her children in righ-

teousness and truth. None other can

adequately take her place.

It is well-nigh impossible to be a full-

time homemaker and a full-time em-
ployee. I know how some of you struggle

with decisions concerning this matter.

I repeat, do the very best you can. You
know your circumstances, and I know
that you are deeply concerned for the

welfare of your children. Each of you has

a bishop who will counsel with you and

assist you. If you feel you need to speak

with an understanding woman, do not

hesitate to get in touch with your Relief

Society president.

To the mothers of this Church, every

mother who is here today, I want to say

that as the years pass, you will become
increasingly grateful for that which you

did in molding the lives of your children
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in the direction of righteousness and
goodness, integrity and faith. That is

most likely to happen if you can spend

adequate time with them.

Advice to single parents

For you who are single parents, I say

that many hands stand ready to help you.

The Lord is not unmindful of you. Nei-

ther is His Church.

May He bless you, my beloved sisters

who find yourselves in the situation of

single parenthood. May you have health,

strength, vitality to carry the heavy bur-

den that is yours. May you have loving

friends and associates to bear you up in

your times of trial. You know the power

of prayer as perhaps few others do. Many
of you spend much time on your knees

speaking with your Father in Heaven,

with tears running down your cheeks.

Please know that we also pray for you.

With all that you have to do, you are

also asked to serve in the Church. Your
bishop will not ask you to do anything

that is beyond your capacity. And as you

so serve, a new dimension will be added

to your life. You will find new and stimu-

lating associations. You will find friend-

ship and sociality. You will grow in

knowledge and understanding and wis-

dom and in your capacity to do. You will

become a better mother because of the

service you give in the work of the Lord.

To older women

Now in conclusion I wish to say a

word to you older women, many ofwhom
are widows. You are a great treasure.

You have passed through the storms of

life. You have weathered the challenges

now facing your younger sisters. You are

mature in wisdom, in understanding, in

compassion, in love and service.

There is a certain beauty that shines

through your countenances. It is the

beauty that comes of peace. There may

still be struggle, but there is mature wis-

dom to meet it. There are health prob-

lems, but there is a certain composure
concerning them. The bad memories of

the past have largely been forgotten,

while the good memories return and
bring sweet and satisfying enrichment to

life.

You have learned to love the scrip-

tures, and you read them. Your prayers

for the most part are prayers of thanks-

giving. Your greetings are words of kind-

ness. Your friendship is a sturdy staff on
which others may lean.

What a resource are the women of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. You love this Church; you ac-

cept its doctrine; you honor your place

in its organization; you bring luster and
strength and beauty to its congregations.

How thankful we are to you. How much
you are loved, respected, and honored.

I salute my own beloved companion.

It will soon be 60 years ago that we
walked from the Salt Lake Temple as

husband and wife, with love for one
another. That love has strengthened

through all of these years. We have faced

many problems during our years of mar-

riage. Somehow, with the blessing of the

Lord, we have survived them all.

It is becoming physically harder to

stand tall and straight as we did in our

younger years. No matter—we still have

one another and we still stand together,

even though we lean a little. And when
the time for separation comes, there will

be much of sorrow, but there will also be

the comfort that will come from the as-

surance that she is mine and I am hers

for the eternity that lies ahead.

Appreciation for sisters

And so, my beloved sisters, please

know how much we appreciate you. You
bring a measure of wholeness to us. You
have great strength. With dignity and tre-

mendous ability, you carry forward the
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remarkable programs of the Relief Soci-

ety, the Young Women, and the Primary.

You teach Sunday School. We walk at

your side as your companions and your

brethren with respect and love, with

honor and great admiration. It was the

Lord who designated that men in His

Church should hold the priesthood. It

was He who has given you your capabili-

ties to round out this great and mar-
velous organization, which is the Church
and kingdom of God. I bear testimony

before the entire world of your worth, of

your grace and goodness, of your re-

markable abilities and tremendous con-

tributions, and I invoke the blessings of

heaven upon you, in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "Lead, Kindly Light."

Elder Dennis E. Simmons offered

the benediction.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
The fifth session of the 166th Semi-

annual General Conference commenced
at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 6, 1996.

President Thomas S. Monson, First

Counselor in the First Presidency, con-

ducted this session.

The Tabernacle Choir provided the

music, with Jerold Ottley conducting
and Clay Christiansen at the organ.

President Monson made the follow-

ing remarks as the meeting began.

President Thomas S. Monson

Good afternoon. President Gordon
B. Hinckley, who presides at this confer-

ence, has asked that I, Brother Monson,
conduct this session.

We welcome you this afternoon to

the fifth and concluding session of the

166th Semiannual General Conference of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints.

We note that Elders Robert D. Hales,

J. Richard Clarke, and F. Melvin Ham-
mond are seated on the stand in the As-

sembly Hall; and Elders Dean L. Larsen,

James M. Paramore, Gary J. Coleman,
and D. Todd Christofferson are in the

Joseph Smith Memorial Building.

We also send our greetings and bless-

ings to members of the Church and many
friends everywhere who are participat-

ing in these proceedings by radio, televi-

sion, cable, or satellite transmission.

The Tabernacle Choir, directed by

Jerold Ottley and accompanied by Clay

Christiansen, will provide the music for

this session.

The choir will begin this service by

singing "How Wondrous and Great."

The invocation will be offered by Elder

Sheldon F. Child of the Seventy.

The choir sang "How Wondrous and
Great."

Elder Sheldon F. Child offered the

invocation.

President Monson

The choir will now sing "Sabbath

Day." Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles will

then be our first speaker at this session.

The choir sang "Sabbath Day."


