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GENERAL CONFERENCE
Morning Session

wonderfully. He will now address us, fol-

lowing which the choir and congregation

will join in singing "Praise to the Man."

Sister Patricia P. Pinegar, Primary gen-

eral president, will then speak to us.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell

Appreciation for faith and prayers

My thanks to the First Presidency

for this opportunity during which, as you
can see, the lights combine with my cra-

nium to bring some different "illumina-

tion" to this pulpit. As to my illness,

treatments to date have proved encour-

aging, so I gladly express my deep grati-

tude for having come "thus far" (2 Nephi

31:19).

Brothers and sisters, if I have any
entitlement to the blessings of God, it

has long since been settled in the court of

small claims by His generous bestowals

over a lifetime.

I express special appreciation for the

faith and prayers of a loving and nursing

wife and family, the Brethren and their

wives, my secretary, hundreds and hun-

dreds of members and friends; and for

caring and very competent doctors and
nurses. Heavenly Father has surely re-

sponded to their meritorious prayers

and efforts. These, your gifts, are already

a spiritual spur to me. I truly feel unwor-
thy, but I am not unappreciative. My love

and thanks to all of you!

Something I have heard President

Hinckley do many times publicly is to

give all the glory, the praise, and the

honor to God. This is something I am
going to do more often, including today,

incorporating my appreciation for God's

tutoring and blessings.

No immunity from trials

Uncertainty as to our longevity is

one of life's basic realities for all of us.

Hence, you and I should importune in

faith for the blessings we deeply desire,

but then be "content with the things

which the Lord hath allotted unto [us]"

(Alma 29:3). Clearly our individual exit

routes from this life vary; so does the

timing.

There are many who suffer so much
more than the rest of us: some go agoniz-

ingly; some go quickly; some are healed;

some are given more time; some seem to

linger. There are variations in our trials

but no immunities. Thus, the scriptures

cite the fiery furnace and fiery trials (see

Daniel 3:6-26; 1 Peter 4:12). Those who
emerge successfully from their varied

and fiery furnaces have experienced the

grace of the Lord, which He says is suffi-

cient (see Ether 12:27). Even so, broth-

ers and sisters, such emerging individuals

do not rush to line up in front of another

fiery furnace in order to get an extra

turn! However, since the mortal school

is of such short duration, our tutoring

Lord can be the Schoolmaster of the

compressed curriculum.

The greatest truth

The redeeming presence of our lov-

ing Father-God in the universe is the

grand fact pertaining to the human con-

dition. It is the supernal truth which,

along with His plan of happiness, reigns

preeminent and imperial over all other

realities. Other truths, by comparison,

are merely fleeting factoids about which

we may be "ever learning" without com-
ing to a knowledge of the grand truths

(2 Timothy 3:7).

Mortal experience points evermore

to the Atonement of Jesus Christ as the

central act of all human history. The
more I learn and experience, the more
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unselfish, stunning, and encompassing
His Atonement becomes!

The fellowship of Christ's sufferings

When we take Jesus' yoke upon us,

this admits us eventually to what Paul

called the "fellowship of [Christ's] suf-

ferings" (Philippians 3:10). Whether ill-

ness or aloneness, injustice or rejection,

etc., our comparatively small-scale suf-

ferings, if we are meek, will sink into the

very marrow of the soul. We then better

appreciate not only Jesus' sufferings for

us, but also His matchless character,

moving us to greater adoration and even

emulation.

Alma revealed that Jesus knows how
to succor us in the midst of our griefs

and sicknesses precisely because Jesus

has already borne our griefs and sick-

nesses (see Alma 7:11-12). He knows
them firsthand; thus His empathy is

earned. Of course, we do not compre-
hend it fully any more than we under-

stand how He bore all mortal sins, but

His Atonement remains the rescuing

and reassuring reality.

We will praise Jesus' loving-kindness

No wonder, of all the things for

which we might praise Jesus when He
comes again in majesty and power, we
will praise Him for His "loving kindness"

and His "goodness"; moreover, we will

go on praising Him forever and ever!

(D&C 133:52; see also Mosiah 4:6, 11;

Alma 7:23). We will never need to be
coaxed.

Thus, ever acknowledging God's re-

deeming hand is very important, but,

alas, so doing is diminished by the un-

wise mortal reliance on "the arm of

flesh" (2 Nephi 4:34; D&C 1:19). Ah, the

arrogant arm of flesh, like the quarter-

back whose arm was so strong it was
boasted that he could throw a football

through a car wash and it would come
out dry on the other side! Such naivete,

such triviality symbolize not only the

arm, but also the mind of flesh, which

misses "things as they really are, and . .

.

things as they really will be" (Jacob

4:13).

Gratitude for the precious Comforter

Finally, my humble praise today

flows not only to God the Father for His

loving plan of salvation and to Jesus, the

Lord of the universe, for His marvelous

and remarkable Atonement, but also to

the Holy Ghost, about whom we speak

less. Among His many roles I express my
particular and personal gratitude today

for the recent ways in which He has been

the precious Comforter, including in the

midnight moments!
In the holy name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

The choir and congregation sang

"Praise to the Man."

Sister Patricia P. Pinegar

Unite in caring for the souls of children

The longer I serve in my calling as

Primary president, the greater is my con-

cern for children. Children are a sacred

gift from a loving Heavenly Father.

"Children are an heritage of the Lord"

(Psalm 127:3). The more I think about

children, the more I worry about par-

ents.

President Spencer W. Kimball said:

"Our Heavenly Father placed the re-

sponsibility upon parents to see that

their children are well fed, well groomed


