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that is before us. Our joy in the gospel of

Jesus Christ and our place in His plan

will draw people to us and change lives.

We will lift and inspire a world so des-

perately in need of goodness. This new
presidency will build an even greater

sense of purpose and contribution. I

commit my full support to President

Smoot and her counselors as they add
new stones to the building of the king-

dom of God. Surely the strength of to-

day will serve as a foundation upon
which the women of tomorrow will build.

This Church has been built and will

continue to grow through the steady ef-

forts of the members who quietly do
their part, who are struggling with daily

challenges, who are humble, patient, and
long-suffering. These are the hearts that

fill with joy when they sing in dedication

of their own offerings, "The Lord is ex-

tending the Saints' understanding"
{Hymns, no. 2).

My heart is full of gratitude and
great joy. Rejoice with me in bearing

testimony of the Savior: "Hosanna, ho-

sanna to God and the Lamb." In the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Russell M. Nelson, a member
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles,

has spoken to us. He was followed by

Sister Elaine L. Jack, who was released

yesterday as the president of the Relief

Society of the Church. I think she's go-

ing to continue as a member of Relief

Society all the days of her life. She's con-

verted.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "How Firm a Founda-
tion."

Then we will hear from Bishop H.

David Burton, Presiding Bishop of the

Church.

The choir and congregation sang

"How Firm a Foundation."

Bishop H. David Burton

All of our lives have been blessed

through the great service of Sister Jack

and her counselors. I'm sure I represent

each of you in expressing our thanks.

The parable of the good Samaritan

Faithful disciples following the Sav-

ior heard gospel principles taught by
thought-provoking short stories known
as parables. After hearing many para-

bles, "the disciples came, and said unto

him, Why speakest thou unto them in

parables?" (Matthew 13:10). The Savior

responded, "Therefore speak I to them
in parables: because they seeing see not;

and hearing they hear not, neither do
they understand" (Matthew 13:13).

A lawyer chose to challenge the Sav-

ior on a point of doctrine. Attempting to

entrap Jesus, he asked, "Master, what
shall I do to inherit eternal life?" (Luke

10:25). Jesus responded with a question

of His own: "What is written in the law?

how readest thou?" (Luke 10:26). The
response of the lawyer, as recited from

the law, was perfect: "Thou shalt love the

Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with

all thy soul, and with all thy strength, and

with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as

thyself" (Luke 10:27). Jesus acknowl-

edged the answer and then replied, "This

do, and thou shalt live" (Luke 10:28).

Having failed to confound the Mas-
ter, the lawyer was embarrassed. He
sought justification by making a further

inquiry: "And who is my neighbour?"

(Luke 10:29). We should be very grate-

ful for the lawyer's second question.
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From it came one of the most insightful

of the Savior's parables.

You remember the setting: "Acer-

tain man went down from Jerusalem to

Jericho, and fell among thieves, which

stripped him of his raiment, and wounded
him, . . . leaving him half dead" (Luke

10:30). Since our Primary days, we have

heard about this certain man. We won-
der at the failure of the priest and the

Levite to render aid, and we say: "Surely,

I would have helped. Surely, I would
have stopped. Surely, I would not have

looked the other way."

The parable continues: "But a cer-

tain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came
where he was: and when he saw him, he

had compassion on him" (Luke 10:33).

The prophet Moroni was granted a

vision of our day. The Book of Mormon
record states:

"For behold, ye do love money, and
your substance, and your fine apparel . .

.

more than ye love the poor and the

needy, the sick and the afflicted. . .

.

"Why do ye adorn yourselves with

that which hath no life, and yet suffer

the hungry, and the needy, and the

naked, and the sick and the afflicted to

pass by you, and notice them not?"

(Mormon 8:37, 39).

Moroni was troubled by what he
saw. Are we troubled enough to set aside

our love of substance and hear the cry of

the hungry, the needy, the naked, and
the sick? Can we say, "I would have re-

sponded if I had seen a person in need,

as did the Samaritan"?

The parable continues: "And [he]

went to him, and bound up his wounds,

pouring in oil and wine, and set him on
his own beast, and brought him to an
inn, and took care of him" (Luke 10:34).

Upon completing the parable, the Savior

asked the lawyer, "Which now of these

three . . . was neighbour unto him that

fell among the thieves?" (Luke 10:36).

He quickly identified the one who
had shown mercy—the kind and caring

traveler from Samaria. Jesus admon-
ished the lawyer to "go, and do thou like-

wise" (Luke 10:37; italics added).

Modern-day Samaritans

May I tell you about several of the

many Samaritans who are "pouring in oil

and wine" to ease the plight of the needy

around the world?

In March of 1996, a volunteer team

consisting of a radiologist, two techni-

cians, and a biomedical engineer in-

stalled a mammography machine and a

film processor in a hospital in Poland.

The equipment was purchased by the

Church with funds generously con-

tributed for humanitarian assistance.

Physicians and technologists came from
area hospitals to be trained in the use of

the machines. Since observing the bene-

fits of the machines, the Polish govern-

ment has purchased 45 more. Many lives

will be saved and much suffering avoided

by early detection of abnormalities.

Cambodia has suffered nearly 30

years of war. Thousands perished, and

survivors have experienced misery and

deprivation. In 1994, following an emer-

gency food donation by the Church, an

offer was extended to assist Cambodians
in becoming more self-reliant in basic

food production and processing. Several

skilled volunteer couples have estab-

lished a small cannery and a poultry feed

mill. Technical courses have been devel-

oped and taught to many. A new era in

agriculture is being born through the

unselfish efforts of modern good Samari-

tans.

Many of us regularly "go, and do . . .

likewise" when we dispatch our surplus

clothing to Deseret Industries. In 1996,

over 8.5 million pounds of clothing were
sorted and distributed to those in great

need. Much clothing has been sent to

needy populations in Russia—coats to

provide warmth in freezing weather;

gloves to prevent frostbite; dresses,

shirts, and sweaters. A Russian official
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wrote, "We do thank God and each one

of you for the great help you have been

to our people."

Providing in the Lord's way

The prophet Alma, in describing his

day, said, "They did impart of their sub-

stance, every man according to that

which he had, to the poor, and the needy,

and the sick, and the afflicted" (Alma
1:27). Even when they prospered, "they

did not send away any who were naked,

or that were hungry, or that were athirst

. .
.

; they were liberal to all, . . . whether

out of the church or in the church, hav-

ing no respect to persons as to those who
stood in need" (Alma 1:30).

Good Samaritanism is contagious.

Providing in the Lord's way humbles the

rich, exalts the poor, and sanctifies both

(see D&C 104:15-18). The giver helps

those in need by sharing what he has re-

ceived. The receiver accepts the offering

with gratitude. As the receiver rises to

his full potential, he then is able to reach

out to help others.

Good Samaritanism starts in the

home as parents teach children by

example and precept. Acts of assistance,

kindness, and concern among family

members reinforce the desire to "go, and
do thou likewise.

"

"Go, and do thou likewise"

Tucked away in the Uintah Basin of

eastern Utah are several small commu-
nities. Jedadiah lives in one of these

friendly towns. He is a handsome, blond
11 -year-old. Jeddy loves academics and

is extremely interested in sports. He is

excited to soon be eligible to receive the

Aaronic Priesthood. Jeddy's body can-

not do the many things that he would
like it to do. The cystic fibrosis that ex-

ists in his lungs makes breathing rather

difficult.

Amanda, Jeddy's big sister, is a

lovely 16-year-old who displays her love

for him in a host of ways. She is a source

of comfort when times are difficult. She

is his link to school, seeing that assign-

ments are brought home daily. A neigh-

bor said, "Amanda is a real heroine in

her family." She understands the signifi-

cance of "go, and do thou likewise.

"

Jeddy travels to Salt Lake City only to go

to the hospital. For a special reason he is

looking forward to October general con-

ference. It is a family tradition that

Grandfather takes his grandsons to Salt

Lake for general conference following

their 12th birthday. Jeddy can hardly

wait; neither can Grandpa.

Recently, a sweet 93-year-old sister

joined her eternal companion on the

other side of the veil. They were blessed

with four devoted children. This couple

shared their musical talents on thou-

sands of occasions. Many saddened spir-

its were uplifted in times of mourning as

these "good Samaritans" blended their

voices in strains of hope and encourage-

ment. Many children will feel the love of

the Savior as they sing Primary songs

composed by this sweet sister. As her

health declined, loving children spent

much time and energy and emotion in

meeting her needs. A valiant daughter

devoted herself to her mother's care.

They will continue to "go, and do thou

likewise.

"

In a mountain valley, a small com-
munity is the home of a monastery with

a declining number of aging monks. A
stake Relief Society president, with

many other compassionate service re-

sponsibilities, regularly checks on the

well-being of the monks. She is the first

to deliver goodies on days when they are

permissible. She cares about their wel-

fare just as she does about the members
of her stake.

Bishops regularly call upon volun-

teer labor to grow and process com-
modities to fill bishops' storehouses.

Last year, nearly 270,000 days of labor

were volunteered in keeping shelves
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filled and available for use by bishops.

Many of us have fond remembrances of

our time volunteering on welfare proj-

ects. I can still hear a farm manager's

cries of anguish as he observed the dam-
age done to several acres of sugar beets

because we had mistaken newly emerg-

ing beet plants for weeds. The blessings

we received for our service turned out to

be a "Scotch blessing."

President Monson said, "We have a

responsibility to extend help as well as

hope to the hungry, to the homeless, and
to the downtrodden both at home and
abroad" (in Conference Report, Apr.

1990, 3; or Ensign, May 1990, 4).

The resources of the Lord's storehouse

Picture a small, one-room apartment

which is home for a family of six. The
room is dirty and cluttered. The family

has not been to church in years.

As the ward welfare committee dis-

cussed the family's needs, there was a

feeling of discouragement, for bishops,

over the years, had helped the family

often. In the discussion, a new idea be-

gan to dawn. Perhaps, if the committee

called upon the resources of the Lord's

storehouse—the talents and skills of

ward members—even this difficult situa-

tion could be assisted.

The committee first focused on fu-

ture possibilities as well as immediate
needs. As possibilities turned to reality,

hope and optimism replaced gloom and
depression. Filled with hope, the family

committed to help improve their own
situation. The committee also went to

work. A hairstylist gave the family hair-

cuts. A dentist volunteered, and for the

first time in years, a mother was not em-
barrassed to smile. A new pair of glasses

allowed this mother to once again read

to her children. A financial specialist

worked with the family in budgeting
their funds. A three-year-old received

much needed physical therapy.

Slowly the family began to believe

their life could be different. The apart-

ment, once dirty and disorganized, began

to show signs of order and cleanliness.

Curtains went up on the windows. Just a

year later, invitations were extended by

this family to an open house for their

three-bedroom home.

A wounded family was found by the

side of the road, a family suffering just

as much as the traveler from Jerusalem

in Jesus' day. The family's cries were
heard, and their wounds were bound.

The modern "good Samaritans" fol-

lowed the divine injunction to "go, and
do thou likewise. " Spiritual lives were
also rescued. Today, this family is active

in the Church and preparing to receive

the blessings of the temple.

Relieving suffering is Christlike

Bishops use consecrated fast offer-

ings to supply needs beyond those which

can be provided by the storehouse. Presi-

dent Hinckley suggested we think "of

what would happen if the principles of

[the] fast day and the fast offering were

observed throughout the world. The hun-

gry would be fed, the naked clothed, the

homeless sheltered. . . . The giver would

not suffer but would be blessed by his

small abstinence. A new measure of con-

cern and unselfishness would grow in the

hearts of people everywhere" (in Confer-

ence Report, Apr. 1991, 73; or Ensign,

May 1991, 52-53).

To help relieve suffering is to culti-

vate a Christlike character. We are

charged, as were those who listened at

the feet of the Savior 2,000 years ago, to

"go, and do thou likewise. " The Prophet

Joseph Smith taught that it is our respon-

sibility "to feed the hungry, to clothe the

naked, to provide for the widow, to dry

up the tear of the orphan, to comfort the

afflicted, whether in this church, or in

any other, or in no church at all, wher-

ever he finds them" (Times and Seasons,

15 Mar. 1842, 732).
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May we be generous with our time

and liberal in our contributions for the

care of those who suffer. May we commit
to the principles of Good Samaritanism

and be ever mindful of the need to "go,

and do thou likewise, " I pray in the holy

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Bishop H.

David Burton, Presiding Bishop of the

Church.

Elder L. Edward Brown of the Sev-

enty will now speak to us, and he will be

followed by Elder Robert D. Hales, a

member of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles.

Elder L. Edward Brown

God is our Father

As our Master, the Lord Jesus

Christ, met with His disciples on the

shores of the Sea of Galilee, He taught

them a pattern for prayer. This prayer,

which is known to us as the Lord's

Prayer, deserves our thoughtful consid-

eration (see Matthew 6:9-13; 3 Nephi
13:9-13).

The Lord counseled, or perhaps
even commanded, "After this manner
therefore pray ye" (Matthew 6:9). Now
focus your minds, and your hearts, on
how He began this noble prayer: "Our
Father [who] art in heaven" (Matthew

6:9). What a stunning moment it was!

What a revelation! "Our Father," He de-

clared, "Our Father."

Oh, He could have chosen so many
ways to begin the prayer: "O mighty
Creator of heaven and earth, O mighty

God who is omnipresent, omniscient, or

omnipotent." These grand titles contain

grand and noble truths. But He taught in

one single word, "Father," so very much
that we need to know, that indeed we
long to know. God is our Father. And we
are His children.

Prophets of God proclaim that "all

human beings—male and female—are

created in the image of God. Each is a

beloved spirit son or daughter of heav-

enly parents, and, as such, each has a di-

vine nature and destiny" ("The Family:

A Proclamation to the World," Ensign,

Nov. 1995, 102).

As a child enjoys a satisfying and se-

cure relationship with his or her own fa-

ther, he or she can relate naturally to his

or her Heavenly Father. The child senses

that he is a child of God and that God is

his Father. That feels normal and that

feels right, because it is right. We so pro-

claim that "in the premortal realm, spirit

sons and daughters knew and worshiped

God as their Eternal Father" (Ensign,

Nov. 1995, 102). They knew Him then.

They will naturally and intuitively know
Him now. What a tragedy for an inno-

cent child to be abused such that he or

she would find it difficult to reach out to

his or her Heavenly Father.

The prayer of a young boy

Some years ago, some close friends

of ours loaned us their cabin in Island

Park, Idaho. When we arrived at the

cabin, we found that the key that we had

been given to unlock the front door didn't

work. We tried to undo windows and pry

open screens, all to no avail.

Suddenly our son Steven, who was

about seven years old at the time,

shouted to us that he had just success-

fully opened the front door. Steven, with

a big grin on his face, was standing tri-

umphantly inside the front doorway. I

was amazed. I asked him how he did that.


