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Help me show thy path to glory

By the Spirit's holy light

Help me find thy lambs who wander;

Help me bring them to thy keep.

Teach me, Lord, to be a shepherd;

Father, help me feed thy sheep.

("Help Me Teach with Inspiration,"

Hymns, no. 281)

That we may follow our prophet's

plea, become converted, and then
strengthen our brothers and sisters is my
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Monson

Elder Robert D. Hales of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles has just spo-

ken to us.

As we conclude the conference, we
express appreciation to the Mormon
Youth Chorus, the Logan-Ogden com-
bined Institute choirs, the Ricks College

combined men's chorus, and the Taber-

nacle Choir, and to their conductors and
their organists for the beautiful and in-

spiring music during the conference. It

has been a prayer unto the Lord.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given this conference; the

doctors, Church Health Unit nurses, and

ambulance services which have been on
hand to render assistance; the ushers

and interpreters; and those who are re-

sponsible for the beautiful flowers on
Temple Square and in the Tabernacle.

We express appreciation to local

and national press representatives for

their coverage of the conference. We are

grateful to the owners and operators of

the many radio and television stations

and cable systems who have given time

and made facilities available to carry ses-

sions of this conference in many coun-

tries.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from our beloved President of the

Church, President Gordon B. Hinckley,

who will be our concluding speaker.

Following President Hinckley's re-

marks, the Tabernacle Choir will sing

"Redeemer of Israel." And the benedic-

tion will be offered by Elder John E.

Fowler of the Seventy. The conference

will then be adjourned for six months.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Nothing to fear and everything to gain

This has been a wonderful confer-

ence. The Spirit of the Lord has been
here. The music has been inspirational.

The talks and prayers have touched us

with a desire to do better. We have ap-

preciated all who have spoken and wish

that all of the General and Area Authori-

ties and general officers might have been
heard from. That would have taken
about a week.

We have been reminded that ours is

a great inheritance. The past is behind

us. It is the future with which we must be
concerned. We face great opportunities

and great challenges. Our critics at

home and abroad are watching us. In an

effort to find fault, they listen to every

word we say, hoping to entrap us. We
may stumble now and again. But the

work will not be materially hindered. We
will stand up where we fell and go for-

ward.

We have nothing to fear and every-

thing to gain. God is at the helm. We will

seek His direction. We will listen to the

still, small voice of revelation. And we
will go forward as He directs.

His Church will not be misled. Never

fear that. If there were any disposition on

the part of its leaders to do so, He could
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remove them. All of us are beholden to

Him for life and voice and strength.

Let us be good citizens of the na-

tions in which we live. Let us be good
neighbors in our communities. Let us ac-

knowledge the diversity of our society,

recognizing the good in all people. We
need not make any surrender of our the-

ology. But we can set aside any element

of suspicion, of provincialism, of paro-

chialism.

The living reality of the Savior

"We believe in God, the Eternal Fa-

ther, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in

the Holy Ghost" (Articles of Faith 1:1).

This is our primary declaration of faith.

We speak unabashedly of the living real-

ity of the Lord Jesus Christ. We declare

without equivocation the fact of His
great act of Atonement for all mankind.

That act brought assurance of universal

resurrection and opened the way to exal-

tation in our Father's kingdom.

This is the burden of our declaration

to the world. It is the substance of our

theology. It is the wellspring of our faith.

Let no one ever say that we are not Chris-

tians.

To those who have been released

during this conference, we express our

deep gratitude for your past perfor-

mance. You have done so very, very well.

Thank you for your great contributions.

To those of you newly sustained, we wish

for you great satisfaction and happiness

in the work which you will do. All of us

at some time will be released by one pro-

cess or another. It matters not where we
serve in this great cause, but how we
serve.

We each make a contribution

Brigham Young and a handful of

others are remembered from our pio-

neer history. But what of the unsung, the

unheralded, the unrecognized who lived

the gospel, loved the Lord, and did their

daily work without fanfare or applause?

Will their eternal reward be any less? I

think not.

So it is with us. We each make our

own contribution, and that contribution

adds up to the building of the cause.

Your contribution is as acceptable as

ours. Jesus said, "If any man desire to be

first, the same shall be last of all, and

servant of all" (Mark 9:35).

Brethren and sisters, we're all part

of one great family. Each has a duty;

each has a mission to perform. And
when we pass on, it will be reward
enough if we can say to our beloved

Master, "I have fought a good fight, I

have finished my course, I have kept the

faith" (2 Timothy 4:7).

May each of you go safely to your

homes. May you live together in love

and appreciation and respect one for

another. May you know the smile of

heaven upon your lives.

Our love reaches out to you. We
love you very much. We leave our bless-

ing with you. We do so as servants of the

living God and in the name of our divine

Redeemer. God be with you till we meet
again, as we conclude this great and
wonderful conference, is my humble
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

The choir sang "Redeemer of Israel."

Elder John E. Fowler offered the

benediction.


