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have when He said, "A new command-
ment I give unto you, That ye love one
another" (John 13:34).

I testify that this is the Church of

our Lord Jesus Christ, that He lives, that

He directs this great work, in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Richard B. Wirthlin, followed

by Elder Carl B. Pratt, both of the Sev-

enty, have just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "The Spirit of God," fol-

lowing which we shall hear from Sister

Mary Ellen Smoot, who was sustained as

Relief Society general president at April

conference.

She will be followed by Elder Rus-

sell M. Nelson of the Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles.

The choir and congregation sang

"The Spirit of God."

Sister Mary Ellen Smoot

Brothers and sisters, we thank you
for the tremendous response to the gen-

eral Relief Society meeting. One woman
came up to me and said, "I'm so excited!

Just give me my marching orders. I'm

ready to go."

I'm not here to give marching or-

ders—you can find those on your knees.

But with the enthusiasm I felt in her

voice, she could tackle and solve any
problem in her family, ward, or neigh-

borhood. In every auxiliary we need to

circle our wagons and prepare for in-

creased numbers.

"Seek for the things of a better"

In the 25th section of the Doctrine

and Covenants, the Lord instructed

Emma Smith: "And verily I say unto
thee that thou shalt lay aside the things

of this world, and seek for the things of a

better." 1

What are "the things of a better"?

Pioneers, past and present, have shown
us. Walk with me in the shoes of several

pioneers and you will see, as I have, how
Saints have put aside the things of this

world and found "the things of a better."

Help lost sheep feel the Savior's love

In my hand I am holding a pair of

pioneer shoes. They were made by a

modern-day pioneer, Brother Robert
King, while he was serving as a mission-

ary in Nauvoo. He was the first member
of his family to join the Church, or so he

thought. Brother King and his wife are

currently serving as family history mis-

sionaries, and in the course of his re-

search, he discovered that his great-

grandfather Reed and his great-uncle

Abraham joined the Church in 1835. But

Reed was lost. He wandered down un-

known paths, and the tender seedling of

faith within him died.

Such falling away concerns me. As I

have traveled and met new converts,

their eyes ablaze with the joy and peace

their newfound faith has brought them, I

have seen them make great sacrifices to

join the fold. We must honor their sacri-

fice by loving them and strengthening

them. My desire is to plead with our sis-

ters to stop worrying about a phone call

or a quarterly or monthly visit, and
whether that will do, and concentrate in-

stead on nurturing tender souls. Our re-

sponsibility is to see that the gospel



14

Saturday, October 4, 1997

GENERAL CONFERENCE
Morning Session

flame continues to burn brightly. Our
charge is to find the lost sheep and help

them feel our Savior's love. As Elder

Neal A. Maxwell says, "It is easier to find

and to help 'the one' when the 'ninety

and nine' are securely together." 2

By strengthening each other spiritu-

ally, building faith and fellowship, we
wear the shoes of pioneers.

Understand our past and gain strength

for the future

Allow me to tell you the rest of

Brother King's story. Remember that

the seed of faith was planted in the lives

of both his great-grandfather Reed and

his great-uncle Abraham. What became
of Abraham? He kept the faith. Feeling

fulfilled in the cause, Abraham endured

the persecutions and trials of the pio-

neer migration west. Due to Abraham's
commitment to the cause of Zion, his

posterity includes more than 2,000 mem-
bers of the Church today.

Just as Abraham is loved and
revered for being a courageous pioneer

in his family, so will be my friend Robert

King. He pioneered his way through a

lost line of family history and caught up
with his great-grandfather Reed. Be-

cause Brother King chose to seek for

"the things of a better" and don his pio-

neer shoes, he is a conduit through
which generations, both past and future,

will receive the blessings of the gospel of

Jesus Christ.

As we feel of that pioneer spirit and

come to know and understand our past,

we will gain strength for the future.

Brothers and sisters, let us put on our pi-

oneer shoes, search our past, write our

family histories.

A plaque hanging on the wall of my
home invites me to remember where I

came from—each day. It reads, "No
matter if a tree grows to more than a

thousand feet in height, each leaf, each

day, must return to its roots for nourish-

ment." 3

No matter what our family history

may be, we all can root ourselves in the

gospel of Jesus Christ and receive spiri-

tual nourishment on a daily basis. This

year we have been strengthened by the

lives of the pioneers of the past. May we
carry on by strengthening ourselves

spiritually and then nurturing the faith

of those we serve.

Importance of family histories

While driving along one morning,

Sister Carol Petranek, stake Relief Soci-

ety president in Silver Spring, Maryland,

received inspiration regarding their up-

coming women's conference. She felt

that each sister should be asked to write

a brief narrative of the first woman in

her family to join the Church. The sisters

then compiled their stories into a book,

which I hold in my hand, entitled A Her-

itage of Sisterhood. It is filled with stories

of faith and commitment.
Sister Donna Packer, wife of Presi-

dent Boyd K. Packer, had similar prompt-

ings. She diligently researched and wrote

the history of the Packer family into a col-

orful and moving story, which reads much
like a historical novel. The book details a

rich legacy of pioneer spirit and faith.

During the course of her research,

Sister Packer became acquainted with

those who own Groombridge Place, the

family estate in England. President and

Sister Packer were invited to stay at the

estate. President Packer put his thoughts

and feelings to poetry. I would like to

share the closing verse of that poem:

Our heritage, like life itself,

We keep and yet pass on.

In doing so, we pay the debt

We owe to those now gone.

What came from them, we
hold in trust

—

Stored treasure that will last.

Like Groombridge Place, our

lives are built

On footings from the past. 4
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The stronger our spiritual footings,

the greater our capacity to build the

kingdom—and the greater our joy. As
you write your family histories, as you
tend to lost sheep, as you nurture the

seedlings of faith in others, you will find

yourself saying, "Is it already the end of

the day?" rather than "Will this day ever

end?" Pioneer women did not have time

to wallow in discouragement. They were

too busy working their way toward Zion.

Faithful pioneers, past and present

I share President Hinckley's opti-

mism as I have witnessed modern-day
pioneers on the frontiers of the gospel as

well as in its well-established stakes and

wards. That same faith that emanates
from early Church history I experienced

firsthand in Mendoza, Argentina.

I will never forget Sister Elda Nelly

Sanchez. She's a pioneer even in her

sickbed. This valiant woman has raised a

righteous family and served faithfully as

the Church has grown from its infancy in

Argentina. But now she suffers from the

ravages of cancer. As I was ushered into

her bedroom, her countenance glowed

with wisdom and testimony. She ex-

pressed her gratitude for the gospel of

Jesus Christ and said of her illness, "I

am grateful for where I am and what I

am going through because I know that

my Heavenly Father loves me." 5

Like Sister Sanchez, we can feel of

our Heavenly Father's love. He knows
our circumstances and our sorrows and

will not leave us comfortless. We need
only to seek "for the things of a better,"

and we will feel of His perfect love.

An early pioneer woman named
Eliza Cheney was able to put aside the

things of the world because she had nur-

tured the seed of faith within her. While

at Winter Quarters, Eliza received a let-

ter from her parents offering her any

amount of money to denounce her new-

found religion and come home. She

tightened the laces on her pioneer shoes.

Even in such bitter conditions, Eliza's

faith burned bright. She wrote back to

her parents:

"I have not the most distant idea [of

returning], neither has Nathan . . . , our

cause is just and must be onward. ... I

did not embrace this work hastily: I

came into it understandingly. I weighed

the subject, I counted the cost, I knew
the consequence of every step I took. . .

.

"If I could be among the numberless

throng that John saw whose robes were
washed white in the blood of the lamb[,]

I must[,] like them, come up through

much tribulation and instead of thinking

it hard that I have these difficulties to

pass through, I count it all joy that I am
counted worthy to suffer shame for his

name." 6

Help converts feel that they belong

Brothers and sisters, whether on the

plains of Nebraska, in Argentina, the

highways of Maryland, or within the

walls of our own homes, the simple faith

of a true pioneer is powerful and eternal.

As Elder Neal A. Maxwell has said, "Sig-

nificantly, . . . Church members did not

become inactive while crossing the

plains, when the sense of belonging and
being needed was so profound." 7

Do our precious converts, our reac-

tivated and longtime members have that

same sense of belonging and being

needed? If not, we must nurture their

tender souls. It made all the difference

for Brother King's great-uncle Abraham
Owen Smoot. And it will make the dif-

ference for you and me.

I thank my Father in Heaven for all

the pioneers of the past and present who
have put aside the things of the world.

As we emulate their simple faith and
virtues, we will find peace. May we don
our pioneer shoes and choose the better

part is my humble prayer, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.
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Elder Russell M. Nelson

President Hinckley as an example of

"spiritual capacity"

Those invited by the First Presi-

dency to speak at general conference are

not assigned subjects. Speakers pray for

inspiration and prepare according to

promptings they receive. I have been im-

pressed to speak on "spiritual capacity."

A verse of scripture opens a door of

opportunity for each of us: "There is a

spirit in man," said Job, "and the inspi-

ration of the Almighty giveth them un-

derstanding." 1 To take advantage of

such an opportunity, we need more than

a verbal incentive. We need an exam-
ple—someone to show us how spiritual

capacity can be developed. I have se-

lected as a model for my message Presi-

dent Gordon B. Hinckley. 2
1 hope he will

pardon me. My motive in doing so is not

one of adulation, but of emulation. We
can draw upon his example in order to

improve our own spiritual attributes.

This year, Sister Nelson and I have

had the privilege of accompanying Presi-

dent and Sister Hinckley to 11 countries 3

for which I have had some responsibili-

ties. That has given us a rare opportunity

to observe him closely under a variety of

conditions. His teachings are always in-

spiring and relevant. They should be

studied carefully and applied individu-

ally. They represent the word of the

Lord for His people.4

But my purpose is not to review the

content of President Hinckley's mes-
sages. Instead, I would like to focus upon

his spiritual capacities. He has developed

many, including "faith, virtue, knowl-

edge, temperance, patience, brotherly

kindness, godliness, charity, humility,

[and] diligence." 5

His humility, for example, is so sin-

cere that he would have me point only to

the Lord Jesus Christ as our great exem-
plar.6 Of course, He is! The Master said,

"I have given you an example, that ye

should do as I have done." 7 We must
never lose sight of the Savior's enduring

standard as the ultimate for each of us.

But we can also learn much from a

man who has spent his entire lifetime in

striving to be more like the Lord. More
than 87 years ago, Gordon B. Hinckley

was an infant cradled in the arms of his

loving parents. That newborn babe
looked much as any other, I presume. An
infant's body is tiny, and its spiritual ca-

pacities are undeveloped. While the body
may reach the peak of its maturation in a

few years, the development of the spirit

may never reach the limit of its capacity,

because there is no end to progression.

President Hinckley's personality,

manner, and native intelligence have al-

ways been uniquely his. To these inborn

attributes, however, he has added spiri-

tual capacities, and they are continuing

to increase.

Education and a mission

Both his parents and he understood

the importance of education and a mis-

sion. After his graduation from the uni-


