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journey of discipleship. After all, while

the adversary clearly desires our lasting

misery, the Father and the Son truly and
constantly desire our everlasting happi-

ness (see 2 Nephi 2:27).

Being valiant in our testimony of Jesus

Brothers and sisters, Christ paid

such an enormous, enabling price for us!

Will we not apply His Atonement in

order to pay the much smaller price re-

quired for personal progress? (see

Mosiah 4:2). Being valiant in our testi-

mony of Jesus, therefore, includes being

valiant in our efforts to live more as He
lived (see D&C 76:79). We certainly can-

not enter His kingdom without receiving

the restored ordinances and keeping
their associated covenants, but neither

can we enter His kingdom without hav-

ing significantly developed our charity

and the other cardinal attributes (see

Ether 12:34). Yes, we need the essential

ordinances, but we also need the essen-

tial attributes. Yes, we need to keep our

covenants, but we also need to develop

our character. Do we not sing, "More ho-

liness give me," pleading that we can be

"more, Savior, like thee"? (Hymns, no.

131).

Making our blessings count

During this special process, how can

you and I better insure that the precious

blessings given by God are fully received

by us? For my part, I desire that my
blessings, including the recent "delay en

route," bring about my needed and
greater spiritual refinement in addition

to my grateful acknowledgment. Yes,

you and I should count our blessings, but

we should also make them count! Fur-

thermore, since the focus in extremity

falls on the things of eternity, such

should be our focus in whatever remains

of mortal brevity. This is my earnest

prayer for me and for you in the holy

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Robert D. Hales

Instituting the sacrament

Elder Maxwell, may I express appre-

ciation that you have been allowed to

tarry for a while to teach us, to love us,

that we might serve with you.

I too would like to speak of the Sav-

ior. The Last Supper, just before the

death of Christ, was significant in many
ways. The Passover meal recalls cen-

turies of God's mercy in what Jesus said

held promise of an even greater mercy
to come: His atoning sacrifice.

The time had come for the conclu-

sion of Christ's ministry on earth. It was
the Passover season. The people were
celebrating and rejoicing in the goodness

of God for having saved their forefa-

thers. Jesus had assembled His Apostles

in the Upper Room for the Last Supper.

He gave a foreshadow of the events to

come, of His atoning sacrifice so that all

mankind—those who had lived, those

who were then living, and all those who
would ever live on earth—would benefit

from His atoning sacrifice. By Him and

through Him all men would be resur-

rected. Mercy would overcome justice.

Provision was made that we could repent

from our sins, be obedient to His com-

mandments, and be able to return to His

presence. This was doctrine that was not

easy for those who lived in His time to

understand. At the conclusion of the

evening, He instituted the sacrament.

We read "that the Lord Jesus the

same night in which he was betrayed

took bread: And when he had given

thanks, he brake it, and said, Take, eat:

this is my body, which is broken for you:
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this do in remembrance of me" (1 Corin-

thians 11:23-24).

He took the cup, saying: "This cup is

the new testament in my blood: this do
ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance
of me. For [whenever] ye eat this bread,

and drink this cup, ye [proclaim] the

Lord's death till he come" (1 Corinthians

11:25-26). He said that this sacrament

would be done in remembrance of Him.
"This do in remembrance of me" were
His words (Luke 22:19).

Remembering and knowing the Savior

Therefore, for all who come unto
Christ and take His name upon them
through baptism, there is great responsi-

bility to be worthy to participate weekly

in the sacrament in order that they may
renew their baptismal covenant, take His

name upon them, renew their promise to

keep all of His commandments, remem-
ber Him, know Him, and comprehend
His greatness.

Creator of worlds without number

To remember and know Jesus Christ

is to know He is the Jehovah of the Old
Testament and the Jesus Christ of the

New Testament. He was the firstborn

spirit child of Heavenly Father and the

Only Begotten in the flesh. Moses was
told:

"And by the word of my power, have

I created them, which is mine Only Be-

gotten Son, who is full of grace and
truth.

"And worlds without number have I

created; and I also created them for mine
own purpose; and by the Son I created

them, which is mine Only Begotten.

"... And there are many that now
stand, and innumerable are they unto
man; but all things are numbered unto

me, for they are mine and I know them
"And the Lord God spake unto

Moses, saying: The heavens, they are

many, and they cannot be numbered

unto man; but they are numbered unto

me, for they are mine.

"And as one earth shall pass away,

and the heavens thereof even so shall

another come; and there is no end to my
works, neither to my words" (Moses
1:32-33, 35, 37-38).

Just think of what science and as-

tronomy tell us about the expanse of the

solar system and the universe. Our solar

system centers on the sun, one of a huge

group of stars on the order of 100 billion

stars swirling around a huge pinwheel-

shaped mass called the Milky Way
galaxy, which is about 100,000 light-

years across. Astronomers cannot see to

the end of the universe, but evidence

suggests that the vastness of space con-

tains billions of galaxies stretching for an

expanse of 5 billion to 15 billion light-

years away from the sun. Compared with

such distances, our solar system occupies

a very tiny amount of space. The uni-

verse is virtually incomprehensible to

man (see Compton's Encyclopedia, "Solar

System," 375).

We sing in praise:

Lord my God, when I in awesome
wonder

Consider all the worlds thy hands
have made,

1 see the stars, I hear the rolling

thunder,

Thy pow'r thru-out the universe dis-

played;

Then sings my soul, my Savior God,

to thee,

How great thou art! How great thou

art!

["How Great Thou Art," Hymns, no. 86]

God knows all these things. His Son,

Jesus Christ, was at His right hand and

participated with Him in the creation of

this world and many other worlds. This

is the same Jesus who came to earth as a

babe in Bethlehem. This is what the

scriptures mean when they speak of the

condescension of God.
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His mortal ministry

Jesus Christ is a member of the

Godhead, which is comprised of the Fa-

ther, the Son, and the Holy Ghost. Jesus

participated in the Great Council of

Heaven, where it was decided that earth,

a mortal world, would be created and
that our spirits would dwell in a tempo-
ral, physical body. In mortality we have

the opportunity to accept Jesus Christ

and learn to keep His commandments.
Jesus knew that after His sojourn

here in mortality and after the comple-

tion of His mission and His atoning sacri-

fice, He would return to His heavenly

kingdom and sit at the right hand of God.

When we comprehend His divinity and
His greatness, we remember Him with

reverence and humility. When we read of

the Nativity and the birth of a babe in

Bethlehem; of the growing-up years of

the youth of Jesus in Nazareth; of His

mission around the Sea of Galilee, Ca-

pernaum, and Cana; and then of His fi-

nal days in Jerusalem and His sacrifice,

we are in remembrance of Him. All of

these things are brought to mind.

We can relate a number of miracles

during Christ's ministry showing He
could overcome the elements of the

earth in terms of calming the sea, turning

the water to wine, feeding the multitudes

from scraps of bread and fish, as well as

individual acts of healing the lame, the

blind, the deaf; casting out devils; restor-

ing Lazarus from the dead after four

days. All of these miracles were manifes-

tations of His divine power, culminating

in His Atonement and His Resurrection.

He gave us a higher law

At the time of Jesus, the people of

Jerusalem were living the law of Moses,

"an eye for an eye" (Matthew 5:38), a

preparatory law which was contained in

the Old Testament. Jesus tried to bring

them to live a higher law. When He was
resurrected, He said, "In me is the law of

Moses fulfilled" (3 Nephi 9:17). Jesus

taught how to progress beyond the be-

havioral law of Moses when He gave the

Beatitudes and the Lord's Prayer. He
taught a law of love, a law of forgiveness

of one another. He taught that we
should do unto others as we would want

others to do unto us. He taught that we
should love the Lord with all our hearts

and our neighbor as ourselves. When the

people, still thinking in terms of the law

of Moses mentality, asked, "Who is our

neighbor?" He gave the parable of the

good Samaritan, showing that the com-

passion that He was teaching should go

across cultural and ethnic lines and ap-

plies to all. Many people who had been

keeping the law of Moses rejected His

gospel of love.

How do we know if we have pro-

gressed from the "eye for an eye" men-
tality and accepted His gospel to forgive

and love one another? How we treat our

family members, our neighbors, business

associates, and all we meet will reveal if

we have taken His name upon us and do

always remember Him. How we conduct

our lives, all we do and all we say, re-

flects on how we remember Him. If we
truly love Him, we will keep His com-

mandments as He has asked. Very sim-

ply, He said, "If ye love me, keep my
commandments" (John 14:15).

He is our friend

We pray to our Father in Heaven in

the name of Jesus Christ. Jesus is the

great Mediator. Though omnipotent and

omniscient, all-powerful and all-know-

ing, He is our friend. After counseling

early Brethren of the Church to "set in

order your own house," He said, "I will

call you friends, for you are my friends"

(D&C 93:43, 45). With all of His great-

ness, He has said that He is our friend.

We have been asked to be a friend to

our neighbors and to teach them the

gospel, and to be a friend to new con-

verts, that the fruit of our labors may re-
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main (see John 15:16). Our prophet has

asked us to be a friend. Can our prophet

expect anything less?

We can always have His Spirit with us

When we are baptized in His name
and always remember Him and keep His

commandments, He gives us the greatest

blessing He can give us: that is to always

have His Spirit to be with us. That Spirit

of the Lord is light. "Behold, I am Jesus

Christ, the Son of God. I am the life and
the light of the world" (D&C 11:28; see

also 3 Nephi 9:18). "Then spake Jesus

again unto them, saying, I am the light of

the world: he that followeth me shall not

walk in darkness, but shall have the light

of life" (John 8:12). This is "the light

which is in all things, which giveth life to

all things, which is the law by which all

things are governed" (D&C 88:13).

Light and darkness cannot occupy the

same space at the same time. Where the

light of Christ is found, the darkness of

Lucifer, even Satan, must depart, de-

feated. May we follow the light and
choose the right.

His atoning sacrifice

What we must remember about the

Savior is that He and He alone had the

power to lay down His life and take it up
again. He had the ability to die from His

mortal mother, Mary, and the ability to

overcome death from His immortal Fa-

ther. Our Savior, Jesus Christ, went will-

ingly and deliberately to His death,

having told His followers that this would
happen. Why? one might ask. The an-

swer: to give immortality to all mankind
and the promise of eternal life to those

who believed in Him (see John 3:15), to

give His own life for a ransom for others

(see Matthew 20:28), to overcome Sa-

tan's power, and to make it possible for

sins to be forgiven. Without Jesus'

Atonement, there would be an impass-

able barrier between God and mortal

men and women. When we comprehend
the Atonement, we remember Him with

awe and gratitude.

"Early on the first day of the week
. . . , Mary Magdalene went to the tomb
and saw that the stone had been removed

[and that the tomb was empty]. . .

.

"She turned around and saw Jesus

standing there, but she did not realize

that it was Jesus. . .

.

"Thinking he was the gardener, she

said, 'Sir, if you have carried him away,

tell me where you have put him, and I

will get him.'

"Jesus said to her, 'Mary.' . .

.

"Mary Magdalene went to the disci-

ples with the news: T have seen the

Lord'" (The Holy Bible, New Interna-

tional Version, John 20:1, 14-16, 18).

As we remember the Savior, we re-

member an empty tomb, a symbol that

the Lord has risen and a promise to all

of the Resurrection and life after death.

Because of our Savior's Atonement,

in death's darkness there is no sting, in

death's depression there is no victory.

His resurrected light dispels the dark-

ness, defeating the prince of darkness,

with a brightness of eternal hope.

Christ has indeed been raised from

the dead, the firstfruits of those who
slept: "For since by man came death, by

man came also the resurrection of the

dead. For as in Adam all die, even so in

Christ shall all be made alive" (1

Corinthians 15:21-22).

The Light and Life of the World

A knowledge of our Savior, Jesus

Christ, was given to us by Isaiah—that the

Lord will guide us always. He will satisfy

our needs in a sun-scorched land and will

strengthen our frame. We will be like a

well-watered garden, like a spring whose

waters never fail (see Isaiah 58:11).

We remember Jesus as the Bread of

Life, as the Living Water, as the Light

and Life of the World as we come and

follow Him, that by Him and through
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Him we will be saved. "For God so loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting

life" (John 3:16).

We are not left alone

When the time for the Atonement
was near, the disciples were concerned

how long Jesus would remain with them.

He told them that He would not tarry

with them for long but that He would
leave a Comforter with them, the Holy
Ghost (see John 14:26). For you and me,

we have to understand the loving nature

of our Savior. We are not left alone. He
has given us this day, through the

Prophet Joseph Smith, a restoration of

the gospel in these latter days. He has

provided another testament of Jesus

Christ in the Book of Mormon. He has

restored the priesthood and the keys

that He gave to Peter, James, and John
when He was with them and they were

His Apostles. They came to Joseph
Smith and restored those same keys in

1829. Additional priesthood keys were
brought by Elijah, Moses, and Elias after

the appearance of the Savior in the Kirt-

land Temple on April 3rd of 1836. These

keys have been given for the ordinances

of the temple (see D&C 110).

We have not been left alone. We
have the light of Christ and the Holy
Ghost to lead and guide us in an other-

wise very dark and dreary world. The
keys of the priesthood have been re-

stored to make available all of the ordi-

nances that are necessary, that we may
return to His presence.

Come unto Christ and follow Him

May we follow our Savior, Jesus

Christ, and always remember Him in all

that we do and all that we say and in all

of the acts of charity given one to an-

other, that we may know that these

things are done in remembrance of Him.
I testify that our Lord Jesus Christ

lives and guides and directs His Church
by revelation through His prophet this

very day and time. "We talk of Christ, we
rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we
prophesy of Christ" (2 Nephi 25:26). We
believe in Christ, we remember Him,
and we testify of Jesus Christ our Lord
and our Redeemer with the knowledge

that He will come again to earth to reign

in glory as King of Kings.

May all who profess to be Chris-

tians, all who know and testify of Jesus,

come unto Him and follow His teachings

and example, being one as Heavenly Fa-

ther and Jesus are one in purpose, to

unite ourselves, to lift and strengthen

each other, and take upon us one an-

other's burdens as our Savior has taken

our burdens upon Him, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Richard D. Mired

We have patriarchs today

Have you ever wanted to know what

the Lord would have you do with your

life? Have you ever contemplated what

you could do that would be of most
worth to you? Have you pondered what

life holds for you? If you have, you are

not alone. It is a natural thing to wonder

what is the purpose of your life and
where it will take you.

The Bible cites that patriarchs, un-

der inspiration and by the laying on of

hands, revealed to certain persons the

will of the Lord and what life had in

store for them.

In this day are there no patriarchs?

Are the heavens closed? Has revelation


