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Him we will be saved. "For God so loved

the world, that he gave his only begotten

Son, that whosoever believeth in him
should not perish, but have everlasting

life" (John 3:16).

We are not left alone

When the time for the Atonement
was near, the disciples were concerned

how long Jesus would remain with them.

He told them that He would not tarry

with them for long but that He would
leave a Comforter with them, the Holy
Ghost (see John 14:26). For you and me,

we have to understand the loving nature

of our Savior. We are not left alone. He
has given us this day, through the

Prophet Joseph Smith, a restoration of

the gospel in these latter days. He has

provided another testament of Jesus

Christ in the Book of Mormon. He has

restored the priesthood and the keys

that He gave to Peter, James, and John
when He was with them and they were

His Apostles. They came to Joseph
Smith and restored those same keys in

1829. Additional priesthood keys were
brought by Elijah, Moses, and Elias after

the appearance of the Savior in the Kirt-

land Temple on April 3rd of 1836. These

keys have been given for the ordinances

of the temple (see D&C 110).

We have not been left alone. We
have the light of Christ and the Holy
Ghost to lead and guide us in an other-

wise very dark and dreary world. The
keys of the priesthood have been re-

stored to make available all of the ordi-

nances that are necessary, that we may
return to His presence.

Come unto Christ and follow Him

May we follow our Savior, Jesus

Christ, and always remember Him in all

that we do and all that we say and in all

of the acts of charity given one to an-

other, that we may know that these

things are done in remembrance of Him.
I testify that our Lord Jesus Christ

lives and guides and directs His Church
by revelation through His prophet this

very day and time. "We talk of Christ, we
rejoice in Christ, we preach of Christ, we
prophesy of Christ" (2 Nephi 25:26). We
believe in Christ, we remember Him,
and we testify of Jesus Christ our Lord
and our Redeemer with the knowledge

that He will come again to earth to reign

in glory as King of Kings.

May all who profess to be Chris-

tians, all who know and testify of Jesus,

come unto Him and follow His teachings

and example, being one as Heavenly Fa-

ther and Jesus are one in purpose, to

unite ourselves, to lift and strengthen

each other, and take upon us one an-

other's burdens as our Savior has taken

our burdens upon Him, in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Richard D. Mired

We have patriarchs today

Have you ever wanted to know what

the Lord would have you do with your

life? Have you ever contemplated what

you could do that would be of most
worth to you? Have you pondered what

life holds for you? If you have, you are

not alone. It is a natural thing to wonder

what is the purpose of your life and
where it will take you.

The Bible cites that patriarchs, un-

der inspiration and by the laying on of

hands, revealed to certain persons the

will of the Lord and what life had in

store for them.

In this day are there no patriarchs?

Are the heavens closed? Has revelation
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ceased, and is communication between
the Lord and His children confined to

the writings of the prophets of old as

contained in the Bible? Is there no op-

portunity for revelation? Is there no di-

vine source whereby life's important

questions can be answered?

I attest that there is such a source

available to you.

I testify to you that today the heav-

ens are open and since the spring of the

year of 1820, when the boy prophet

Joseph Smith Jr. saw the Father and the

Son and received an answer to his sin-

cere prayer, there has always been one

of the Lord's anointed here on earth

through whom the Lord has and does

reveal His word.

I witness to you that the Lord's

prophet to all the world, he who holds

all the keys pertaining to the last dispen-

sation today, is Gordon B. Hinckley,

prophet, seer, and revelator, and the

President of the Lord's kingdom here

upon the earth, even The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

It was through the Prophet Joseph

Smith that the Lord restored the priest-

hood, the fulness of the gospel, and "the

same organization that existed in the

Primitive Church, namely, apostles,

prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelists,

and so forth" (Articles of Faith 1:6).

Receiving a patriarchal blessing

Patriarchs are charged with the duty

of blessing the members of the Church.

"Patriarchal blessings contemplate an

inspired declaration of the lineage of the

recipient. A patriarchal blessing also in-

cludes an inspired and prophetic state-

ment of the life possibilities and mission

of the recipient. It may include such

blessings, promises, advice, admonitions,

and warnings as the patriarch may be

prompted to give. It should always be

made clear that the realization of all

promised blessings is conditioned upon
faithfulness and the Lord's will" (Infor-

mation and Suggestions for Patriarchs

[1970], 3-4).

Patriarchal blessings are obtained by

worthy members of the Church who are

recommended by their bishops. "Every

worthy member is entitled to and should

receive a patriarchal blessing" (Informa-

tion and Suggestions, 2).

You may feel that you are unimpor-

tant, too old, and that the Lord has no
blessing for you. Or perhaps you have

sinned and even though you have re-

pented consider yourself unworthy of a

blessing or to receive a blessing. If that is

so, I suggest that you make an appoint-

ment with your bishop, seek his advice,

follow his counsel, and actively and
humbly solicit the blessings of heaven.

Patriarchal blessings are inspired

I can testify to you that these bless-

ings are inspired and are personal reve-

lations to the recipient. Patriarchal

blessings are a guideline or similar to a

road map that indicates the paths that

may be traveled and destinations that

may be reached if we stay within those

paths. They may bring comfort and joy

and encouragement when we have need
to look, to listen, and to feel of the con-

tents of these blessings so that we may
go forward on life's journey, not alone,

but with the accompanying Spirit of our

Father in Heaven.

A blessing for a physically challenged

daughter

A patriarch received a call one after-

noon from a concerned mother of a

young daughter who was physically chal-

lenged from birth. This dear mother
asked if her daughter could possibly

receive a patriarchal blessing. The patri-

arch informed her that if her daughter

could obtain a recommend from the

bishop, he was sure that the Lord had a

blessing for her. A short time later the

patriarch was informed that the bishop



ELDERERANA. CALL 37

had given this sweet young girl a recom-

mend to receive a patriarchal blessing.

An appointment was made. The
blessing was given and gratefully re-

ceived. Her lineage was given. She re-

ceived a blessing suited to her needs and
unique situation. Lives, focus, and atti-

tudes were changed. She was told that

through her cheerful acceptance of the

efforts and sacrifices of those who loved

and cared for her, she would be blessing

their lives, and to accept their offerings

graciously and willingly.

Live worthy of the revealed blessings

The Lord loves His children and
wants to bless them and wants all of

them to return to Him and dwell in His

presence for time and all eternity (see

Moses 1:39). The Lord is willing to pro-

nounce His blessing upon those who
love Him and keep His commandments.

It is my sincere prayer that all who
desire a blessing at the Lord's hand may

live worthy so as to obtain it, and that we
who have received a patriarchal blessing

may so live as to always be worthy of the

blessings that have been revealed to us

through the Lord's servant, the patri-

arch, I humbly pray in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

President Monson

We have just listened to Elders Neal

A. Maxwell and Robert D. Hales of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles and El-

der Richard D. Allred of the Seventy.

The choir and congregation will now
join in singing "True to the Faith." Elder

Eran A. Call, followed by Elder Richard

J. Maynes, both of the Seventy, will then

speak to us.

The choir and congregation sang

"True to the Faith."

Elder Eran A. Call

I humbly pray that the Spirit of truth

might be with us that we might under-

stand one another, be edified, and rejoice

together. 1

Gratitude for faithful parents

As Nephi, I, too, was "born of goodly

parents; therefore I was taught somewhat
in all the learning of my father" and have

been "highly favored of the Lord in all

my days." 2

My father was a marvelous example

of faith, integrity, and commitment to

the gospel. My mother died when I was
seven, but in my tender youth she taught

me the truths of the gospel. She was a

woman of great faith; because of her

faith and prayers and a miraculous heal-

ing, I have sight in my left eye today. Fa-

ther was out of town. I severely burned

the pupil of my eye with a hot metal lid

lifter from our wood-burning stove.

Mother exercised her faith and prayed

fervently to Heavenly Father as she held

me lovingly in her arms. Her prayers

were heard and my eye was healed. I am
very grateful to have been raised in a

loving home by goodly parents.

Modern challenges to the home

The home is being threatened and

challenged more today than ever before.

Today less than half of the children born

in the United States, and in many coun-

tries in the world, will spend their entire

childhood in an intact family. 3 Infidelity,

divorce, abortion, and abandoned homes
are on the increase. The father is rapidly


