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Youth Chorus, the Farmington family

choir, and the Tabernacle Choir, and to

their conductors and organists for the

beautiful and inspiring music.

We thank our city officials for their

cooperation given this conference; the

doctors, Church Health Unit nurses, and

ambulance services which have been on
hand to render assistance; the ushers

and interpreters; and those who are re-

sponsible for the beautiful flowers on
Temple Square and in the Tabernacle.

We express appreciation to local

and national press representatives for

their coverage of the conference. We are

grateful to the owners and operators of

the many radio and television stations

and cable systems who have given time

and made facilities available to carry ses-

sions of this conference in many coun-

tries.

We shall now be pleased to hear

from our beloved President of the

Church, President Gordon B. Hinckley,

who will be our concluding speaker.

Following President Hinckley's re-

marks, the choir will sing "Testimony."

The benediction will be offered by Elder

Bruce C. Hafen of the Seventy.

This conference will then be ad-

journed for six months.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

I think I will leave the text that I pre-

pared and just talk with you a little bit,

and express my deep appreciation to you.

We need these conferences. We
need them to remind us of our responsi-

bilities and obligations. We must never

forget that spirituality must be the domi-

nant feature of the Church.

Church funds are a sacred trust

A recent magazine article praised us

as a well-run financial institution of great

wealth. It grossly exaggerated the figures.

The money the Church receives from

faithful members is consecrated. It is the

Lord's purse. Our Church facilities are

money consuming and not money pro-

ducing. We are not a financial institu-

tion. We are the Church of Jesus Christ.

The funds for which we are responsible

involve a sacred trust to be handled with

absolute honesty and integrity, and with

great prudence as the dedicated conse-

crations of the people.

We feel a tremendous responsibility

to you who make these contributions.

We feel an even greater responsibility to

the Lord whose money this is.

Ponder the things you have heard

Now, brothers and sisters, we pray

that all of you may return safely to your

homes. Please be careful. Drive with

great care. Ponder the things you have

heard. May your experience be similar

to that of the people of King Benjamin,

who all cried with one voice, saying, "We
believe all the words which thou hast

spoken unto us; and also, we know of

their surety and truth, because of the

Spirit of the Lord Omnipotent, which has

wrought a mighty change in us, . . . that

we have no more disposition to do evil,

but to do good continually" (Mosiah 5:2).

Let us counsel with the Lord in all

our undertakings. Let us be better neigh-

bors. Let us be better employers and em-
ployees. Let us be men and women of

integrity and honesty in business, in edu-

cation, in government, in the profes-

sions, whatever is our place in life.

I love the people of this Church

I have a confession to make, my
brothers and sisters. It is simply this: I

love you. I love the people of this
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Church. I love all who are faithful. I love

all who follow the ways of the Lord. It is

a humbling thing to preside over the

Church. I can never forget the words of

Jesus: he that would be first among you,

let him be the "servant of all" (Mark
9:35; D&C 50:26).

Thank you for your prayers, your

trust, your confidence. I am deeply grate-

ful for all who have generously assisted in

helping us to do our duty.

Counsel from Mormon

In closing, I would like to read a word
or two from Mormon—great words:

"But behold, that which is of God in-

viteth and enticeth to do good continu-

ally; wherefore, every thing which invit-

eth and enticeth to do good, and to love

God, and to serve him, is inspired of

God. . .

.

"For behold, the Spirit of Christ is

given to every man, that he may know
good from evil; wherefore, I show unto

you the way to judge; for every thing

which inviteth to do good, and to per-

suade to believe in Christ, is sent forth

by the power and gift of Christ; where-

fore ye may know with a perfect knowl-

edge it is of God" (Moroni 7:13, 16).

And then these great words, which
become the summum bonum of it all:

"Whatsoever thing ye shall ask the Fa-

ther in my name, which is good, in faith

believing that ye shall receive, behold, it

shall be done unto you" (Moroni 7:26). I

believe those words.

We are proud to be one with you in

moving forward this mighty work. We
are all in this together. Every man and
woman has a part to play. God give us

the strength and the will to play it well.

"God be with you till we meet
again" {Hymns, no. 152), my beloved as-

sociates. I have sung those simple words
in a thousand places across the world
since I began my ministry 39 years ago. I

sing them again today with love and af-

fection. God bless you, my dear friends,

I ask in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "Testimony."

Elder Bruce C. Hafen offered the

benediction.

SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE MUSIC
The Mormon Youth Chorus, con-

ducted by Robert C. Bowden, provided

music for the Saturday morning session

of the conference. Bonnie Goodliffe was

the organist.

Music for the Saturday afternoon

session was provided by the Farmington

family choir, conducted by Jane Fel-

stead. Linda Margetts was the organist.

At the general priesthood session,

music was provided by the Tabernacle

Choir-Mormon Youth Chorus com-
bined men. Craig Jessop and Robert
Bowden directed the choir, and Clay

Christiansen was the organist.

The Tabernacle Choir, directed by
Jerold Ottley, provided music for the

Sunday morning and afternoon sessions.

John Longhurst and Richard Elliott

were the organists.

Throughout the conference sessions,

prelude, postlude, and interlude music

and accompaniments on the Tabernacle

organ were played by John Longhurst,

Clay Christiansen, Richard Elliott, Bon-
nie Goodliffe, and Linda Margetts.

F. Michael Watson
Clerk of the Conference


