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the Lord. I invite you to listen to the

words which will go forth from this pul-

pit, to be delivered by those who have

been called as your servants. May we be

blessed I humbly pray in the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder David B. Haight

My dear brothers and sisters, what a

wonderful occasion, what a beautiful

day, what a glorious time this is, particu-

larly for me, to have an opportunity to

stand here following that stirring decla-

ration and testimony of God's prophet

here upon the earth.

Meeting at the Peter Whitmer farmhouse

As President Hinckley held up that

copy of the Book of Mormon from the

first edition, I thought of an experience

we had a few years ago as we attended a

mission presidents' seminar. At the clos-

ing of the two-day seminar in the

Palmyra-Fayette area, we held a dinner

in the reconstructed Peter Whitmer
farmhouse, that beautiful little building

where the Church was organized 168
years ago this weekend. It was such a

moving occasion. The only cooking ar-

rangement they had in that little log

cabin was the fireplace. We looked at

the fireplace, with a pot hanging where
they did their cooking. They didn't have
any of the conveniences of today, of

course. There was a well outside for

their water.

Near the end of that very spiritual

meeting with those mission presidents, I

walked up the stairs and looked at the

two little bedrooms. The Peter Whitmer
family lived there. But they turned one
of those rooms over to the Prophet
Joseph Smith, and there he did some of

the translating of the Book of Mormon.
Oliver Cowdery worked with him in that

humble little setting. My heart burned
with the wonderful feeling I had just be-

ing in that little farmhouse and imagin-

ing what took place and the blessings of

heaven that had been poured out upon
them.

As we left our meeting that evening

and left that little farmhouse, there was
a full moon shining down through the

trees. I said to Ruby, "I can imagine the

night of April 6, 1830, after that small

group had assembled, the Church had
been organized, and six men agreeable

to its organization were present to be in

harmony with the laws of the state of

New York. I can imagine what was said,

what was prophesied about the future of

the Church, and the testimonies that

would have been borne." Then I said, "I

would imagine that on the night of April

the 6th, 1830, there was a full moon
shining, showing that our Savior was
smiling upon that occasion and upon
that setting."

Later I expressed that idea to a

group where Brother Chamberlain, who
then was the director of the Hansen
Planetarium in Salt Lake, heard me say

it. He was thoughtful enough to get in

touch with the naval observatory to find

out what might have happened on April

the 6th, 1830. They didn't have records

back that far, so he was thoughtful

enough to contact the Royal Observa-

tory at Greenwich in England for rec-

ords that might have been available over

there. He later sent me some documents

indicating what was happening in the

horizon that week of April the 6th, 1830,

indicating that there was a full or beauti-

fully beaming moon those days before

and after April the 6th. The glories of

the Lord had been poured out upon the

occasion.
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I have been blessed all my life

I am honored here this morning, as

we listen to President Hinckley recall

those tremendous events, to have had
the opportunity during my life to have

been taught, to have experienced events

around the world and in the temple, and

to have attended the meetings of the

Church, where I have felt the Spirit of

the Lord directing this work, which I tes-

tify to you to be true. And as the years

march on, I'm honored to have the op-

portunity just to add my testimony to

that of our great prophet.

I received a letter a few days ago
from a young man, 19 years old, by the

name of Kevin Campbell from Juniper,

Idaho. I'm not going to try to tell you
where that is, but you can imagine. And
Brother Kevin wrote to me and said: "It

has come to my knowledge that you are

becoming quite old in your years, and I

wanted to write you before you passed

on to the other side. How is life in your

old age? I have often wondered about it,

so I pose the question to you, 'How is

life?' so that I'll know what to expect

when I get old like you are."

I would say to Kevin Campbell, bless

his heart, life is wonderful. And the only

way I can describe it is that I have been
blessed all of my life, and I have been
blessed with challenges and opportuni-

ties and questions and problems that are

part of life. But life is wonderful if we
live the simple principles that we have

been taught and if we live the way that

we know we should live. One of those

wonderful blessings we have in our old

age is the blessing of having more time

with our children and their children and
their children, to have that opportunity

to assemble and to be with them.

Children should learn their heritage

Just the other night we had the op-

portunity to attend a baptismal service in

the ward meetinghouse where Rachel, a

great-granddaughter, was baptized. A
few nights before that, Richard, a great-

grandson, had been baptized. I had the

opportunity to look at them and talk to

them and squeeze them and see that

sparkle in their eyes and the light of the

gospel that seemed to fill their hearts

and souls. They were so excited about

the idea of being baptized to become of-

ficial members of the Church. Their

families had taught them true gospel

principles. I remember when I said,

"Richard," as we shook hands, "give me
a real missionary handshake." And with

that little eight-year-old hand he almost

squeezed my fingers off. As he did, I

said, "Richard, you'll be a great mission-

ary, just as little Rachel will be a great

member of the Church in her right."

On that same occasion we had an

opportunity to stand in the circle and to

have young Peter Jr. receive the Aaronic

Priesthood and to hear his father give

him the blessings of the priesthood. And
those of us who were older had the

chance to sense the meaning of the occa-

sion and to feel of it and to know that all

present were part of our family. I would

want our family to know, as it continues

to grow and expand, about their fathers.

I use that term in the plural as Helaman
used it—the great Book of Mormon
prophet Helaman—as he taught his sons

about their fathers, including Nephi and

Lehi, and how they followed the word of

God and kept the commandments and

how they left Jerusalem and went out

into the wilderness, as revealed in the

Book of Mormon. Helaman taught his

children that their fathers had done
many works and that those works were

good.

So I would hope that our own chil-

dren, as the generations go on, would
know of their heritage, know who they

are and know that they had fathers who
believed, fathers who were challenged,

fathers who had investigated and who
had been out in the world declaring the
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truth—not just quoting scriptures—but

feeling in their hearts and souls that

what we do is true.

We've had an opportunity to reac-

quire our old house up in Oakley, Idaho,

and to restore it so that our children will

know of their ancestry and know that

their fathers and their works were good
also. I'm able to hold on to a gold watch

that my father was given by the Oakley

First Ward when he was the bishop,

given to him in 1905, the year before I

was born. We have a part, a little of the

heritage, a reminder that our parents'

works were good and that they helped in

the rolling forth of this wonderful work.

Bringing the Church out of obscurity

In the first section of the Doctrine

and Covenants, the Lord declared that

this is "my preface unto the book of my
commandments" (D&C 1:6). The Breth-

ren who met there at Hiram, Ohio, 18

months after the Church was organized,

were to compile those revelations and to

print them and have available to the

people the commandments that the

Prophet Joseph had received. As part of

that first section, the Lord explained

how He had given Joseph Smith the

power, inspiration, and direction from
heaven to translate the Book of Mormon
and to bring the Church "forth out of

obscurity and out of darkness" (D&C
1:29-30).

Just reflect in your minds today on
what is happening with President Hinck-

ley as he travels the world and goes out

meeting with people. When we talk

about bringing the Church out of obscu-

rity and out of darkness, just think what
he is doing out in the world with the

press, the media, with people of all

types. Think of how they have an oppor-

tunity to see God's prophet and to hear

him testify and to explain what has taken

place. Many influential newspapers and
magazines and other publications have

had many favorable stories about the

Church.

Importance of the Ten Commandments

Wouldn't it be wonderful if the

world today would have some real un-

derstanding of just the simple Ten Com-
mandments, which the Lord cut with His

own finger into tablets? Moses came
down from Mount Sinai to show the chil-

dren of Israel, who were riotous, so that

they wouldn't say they didn't understand

what was said. When Moses brought
down the tablets, the people would be

able to read the Lord's own statements:

"Thou shalt have no other gods before

me" (Exodus 20:3) and "Thou shalt not

make unto thee any graven image" (Exo-

dus 20:4)—something else to worship

—

but they should love the Lord, love God.

The Lord said that we should not take

the name of God in vain, that we should

honor the Sabbath day and keep it holy,

that "thou shalt not kill," and that "thou

shalt not commit adultery" (Exodus
20:7-8, 13-14). Imagine what that would
do in the world today and in the United

States and with the political spin doc-

tors. And "thou shalt not steal" or "bear

false witness" or covet your neighbor's

oxen and farms, his wife, or anything

that he has (Exodus 20:15-17).

I know the gospel is true

The gospel of our Lord and Savior

has been restored to the earth. God
lives. He is our Father. I know. Jesus is

the Christ. I have heard His voice be-

cause I have felt of that Spirit as He ex-

plains to us, "My voice is Spirit; my
Spirit is truth" (D&C 88:66). I know that

is true. Joseph Smith was the restorer

and the one who was found and trained

and was obedient and valiant in every

way as the instrument of the Restora-

tion. And today we have a living prophet

upon the earth who represents us in such

a glorious way throughout the world.
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Brothers and sisters, live the com-
mandments. Do what is right. Take ad-

vantage of this great opportunity in your

life to live it well, to be good, to have

good works, and to influence other peo-

ple for good. The gospel is true. I hope
that every day of my life I might be able

to do some good and to encourage
somebody to live a better life and to un-

derstand what has been restored to the

earth, in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The chorus sang "Come unto Jesus."

President Hinckley

Elder David B. Haight of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles has just spo-

ken to us, followed by the Mormon
Youth Chorus singing "Come unto Jesus."

Sister Anne G. Wirthlin, first coun-

selor in the Primary general presidency,

will now speak to us.

Sister Anne G. Wirthlin

Teaching children of the Savior brings

peace to them

While teaching the Nephite people,

the Savior affirmed the words of the

prophet Isaiah, who prophesied of Israel

in the latter days: "For a small moment
have I forsaken thee, but with great mer-

cies will I gather thee. . .

.

"... For the mountains shall depart

and the hills be removed, but my kindness

shall not depart from thee, neither shall

the covenant of my peace be removed,

saith the Lord" (3 Nephi 22:7, 10).

The Savior then revealed one of the

ways in which His covenant of peace
would be preserved for the righteous in

the last days: "And all thy children shall

be taught of the Lord; and great shall

be the peace of thy children" (3 Nephi
22:13).

These words of the Savior are the

theme for Primary and are fulfilled in

the stated purpose of Primary: to teach

children the gospel of Jesus Christ and
help them learn to live it.

As we witness the unfolding events

of the last days, we cannot doubt that in

this scripture the Lord is speaking di-

rectly to us. We are Israel of the latter

days. We are they who must teach our

children of Him. Peace that endures is

not dependent upon outside forces that

are beyond our control. "Learn of me,

and listen to my words; walk in the

meekness of my Spirit, and you shall

have peace in me" (D&C 19:23).

The Lord's words spoken centuries

ago are words of hope and assurance

that give comfort to righteous parents

who teach their children of Him. They
speak to us at a time when peace in the

hearts of children can seem but an elu-

sive dream. But the Savior has assured

us that it can be a reality if we teach our

children. Primary supports parents in

this important responsibility.

Young children understand great truths

While on a leadership training as-

signment to Brazil, I had the opportunity

to visit a Primary nursery class. Approxi-

mately eight children were seated around

a table with their teacher. I watched in

awe as these little ones, two and three

years old, sat for a few brief moments fo-

cused in rapt attention on a picture the

teacher was holding of the Savior with

the children. I heard her tell them how
He loves children and how He loves each

one of them. She taught them that Heav-

enly Father loves them too. I watched
them listen, and I felt that they were un-


