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the change in our hearts—a change that

results in a change in living.

Alma's subsequent questions went
beyond the general to the specific. He
queried:

• "Have ye walked, keeping your-

selves blameless before God?"
• "If ye were called to die at this

time, . . . have [ye] been sufficiently hum-
ble?"

• "Are ye stripped of pride?" (Alma
5:27-28).

Today we might add to these ques-

tions:

• Do we love our brothers as our-

selves?

• Are we totally honest in our busi-

ness dealings and other relationships?

• Are we putting our families first

—

before our own self-interest?

• Have we done any good in the

world today?
• Are we following the admonition

and the teachings of the prophet?

Yes, the question is, do our outward

devotions translate into a Christlike life?

It is not enough that we just talk of

Christ, preach of Christ, or even proph-

esy of Christ (see 2 Nephi 25:26). We
must live of Christ, for it is by our own
personal, everyday living that the Savior

will determine whether we are one of

His true disciples, a friend.

To the Darlenes of the world, I

would hope that our fruits would merit

the term Christian. And to us who are

members of The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints, I would hope that

our deeds, our actions, our hearts, and
our countenances exemplify the teach-

ings of the Savior and display our grati-

tude for His great sacrifice for all of us.

Testimony of the Savior

To those who wonder how Christ fits

into our theology and our personal lives,

we testify that Christ is the Redeemer of

the world. He is our Lord, our Light, and
our Savior. He was ordained from on
high to descend below all, to suffer

above all! He is the focus of all that we
teach and all we do. As a Church we are

individual Christians, trying to prove our

discipleship to the Savior. It is not an in-

stitutional matter; it is a personal matter.

It is my testimony that He lived, He
died, and He lives. He atoned for our

sins. It is my prayer that we will each live

our lives and make our devotions in such

a way as to be clearly recognizable, by

member and nonmember alike, as true

disciples of the living Christ. But more
important, I pray that we may be so rec-

ognized by the true and righteous Judge

of us all, even the Lord Jesus Christ.

What greater reward can any of us re-

ceive than to be acknowledged by Him as

a true and faithful servant—a disciple, a

friend. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

The plan of happiness

My dear brothers and sisters, I am
grateful to join with you again in a gen-

eral conference of the Church. I pray for

the guidance of the Holy Spirit. I would

like to consider with you the importance

of mortal life as a time of preparation.

As Amulek testified, "This life is the

time for men to prepare to meet God;

yea, behold the day of this life is the day

for men to perform their labors." 1

As members of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, we have a

special understanding of the eternal na-

ture of our souls. We know that we had

a premortal existence. We accepted our

Heavenly Father's great plan of happi-

ness and chose to follow our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. Principles we adopted



ELDER JOSEPH B. WIRTHLIN 15

and for which we contended were (1)

agency, the ability to choose good or

evil; (2) progress, the ability to learn and
become like our Heavenly Father; and

(3) faith, faith in our Father's plan and
in the Atonement of Jesus Christ that

enables us to return to the presence of

God. Consequently, we were permitted

to enter mortal life. Concerning mortal

life, the Master said, "We will prove
them herewith, to see if they will do all

things whatsoever the Lord their God
shall command them." 2

We understand that we will live a

postmortal life of infinite duration and
that we determine the kind of life it will

be by our thoughts and actions in mor-
tality. Mortality is very brief but immea-
surably important.

We learn from the scriptures that

the "course of the Lord is one eternal

round" 3 and that God knows "all things,

being from everlasting to everlasting." 4

We are also eternal beings. Our pres-

ence here on earth is an essential step in

our loving Heavenly Father's plan of

happiness for His children. "[We] are,

that [we] might have joy." 5 The Prophet

Joseph Smith taught that "happiness is

the object and design of our existence

... if we pursue the path . . . [of] virtue,

uprightness, faithfulness, holiness, and
keeping all the commandments of

God." 6

An eternal perspective

Right now, this very moment, is part

of our eternal progression toward re-

turning with our families to the presence

of our Father in Heaven. President Gor-

don B. Hinckley taught: "We are here

[in this life] with a marvelous inheri-

tance, a divine endowment. How differ-

ent this world would be if every person

realized that all of his actions have eter-

nal consequences. How much more sat-

isfying our years may be if ... we
recognize that we form each day the

stuff of which eternity is made." 7

That understanding helps us to

make wise decisions in the many choices

of our daily lives. Seeing life from an

eternal perspective helps us focus our

limited mortal energies on the things

that matter most. We can avoid wasting

our lives laying "up for [ourselves] trea-

sures upon earth, where moth and rust

doth corrupt." 8 We can lay up treasures

in heaven and not trade our eternal spiri-

tual birthright.

This is the day of our mortal proba-

tion. We might compare our eternal

journey to a race of three laps around

the track. We have completed the first

lap successfully and have made wonder-

ful progress. We have started on the sec-

ond lap. Can you imagine a world-class

runner stopping along the track at this

point to pick flowers or chase a rabbit

that crossed his path? Yet this is what we
are doing when we occupy our time with

worldly pursuits that do not move us

closer to the third lap toward eternal

life, the greatest of all the gifts of God. 9

We are to fully develop ourselves

In both His Old and New World min-

istries, the Savior commanded, "Be ye

therefore perfect." 10 A footnote explains

that the Greek word translated as perfect

means "complete, finished, fully devel-

oped." 11 Our Heavenly Father wants us

to use this mortal probation to "fully de-

velop" ourselves, to make the most of our

talents and abilities. If we do so, when fi-

nal judgment comes we will experience

the joy of standing before our Father in

Heaven as "complete" and "finished"

sons and daughters, polished by obedi-

ence and worthy of the inheritance that

He has promised to the faithful.

The Savior has set the example for us

and commands that "the works which

[we] have seen [Him] do that shall [we]

also do." 12
1 have always been impressed

by Moroni's powerful invitation that he

offered as a valedictory admonition at

the end of his earthly ministry: "Come
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unto Christ, and be perfected in him, and
deny yourselves of all ungodliness." 13

We are to serve others

Alma explained to his followers that

baptism requires that we serve others,

that we "bear one another's burdens, . . .

mourn with those that mourn; . . . com-
fort those that stand in need of comfort,

and . . . stand as witnesses of God at all

times." 14 We cannot work out our salva-

tion alone. We cannot return to the pres-

ence of our Father in Heaven without

helping our brothers and sisters. Once we
understand that we are all literally broth-

ers and sisters in the family of God, we
should also feel an obligation for one an-

other's welfare and show our love through

deeds of kindness and concern. Charity,

"the pure love of Christ," 15 must motivate

us in our associations with every one of

our Heavenly Father's children.

As we progress and become more
like the Savior, we can strengthen every

group with whom we associate, including

families and friends. The Lord places us

in these communities of Saints where we
can learn and apply gospel principles to

our everyday lives. These groups are at

the same time a school, a proving ground,

and a laboratory where we both learn

and do as we practice living the gospel.

Writing to the Corinthians, Paul
pleaded for unity in the Church and for

members to serve one another, "that

there should be no schism in the body;

but that the members should have the

same care one for another. And whether
one member suffer, all the members suf-

fer ...; or one member be honoured, all

the members rejoice." 16 We are only as

strong as each member of the body, or

church, of Christ. We should do all we
can to help every member realize his or

her divine potential as "heirs of God,
and joint-heirs with Christ." 17

Fellowship new converts

In giving our service to others, we
need to remember President Hinckley's

counsel to extend the hand of fellowship

and to share our love with the hundreds

of thousands who join the Church as

converts each year. The greatest tool the

Lord has to welcome new converts warmly

and "keep them in the right way" 18
is the

love each of us extends by taking the

time to introduce ourselves to new mem-
bers, learn their names, listen to them,

and learn something about them.

Joining a new church and starting a

new life is never easy and often frighten-

ing.

Each of us needs to be the friend

that every new member needs to remain

active and faithful in the Church. As
friendships are built, new converts "are

no more strangers and foreigners, but

fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the

household of God." 19 When people are

baptized, "their names [are] taken" and

added to Church membership records,

"that they might be remembered and
nourished by the good word of God." 20

Referring to the miraculous change

that occurs in the lives of new members
when they are properly nourished by the

good word of God, Elder John A. Widt-

soe observed that "very common, ordi-

nary people, who accept the gospel from

the lips of some humble Mormon mis-

sionary become so changed by those en-

lightening truths of the gospel that they

are not the same people any longer." 21

Make necessary course corrections

As we progress through mortality,

we may make mistakes and get off

course. If we should continue in our er-

rors, we get farther and farther from
where we ought to be.
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We can compare our lives with the

flight of a spaceship. When its motor is

started up, its trajectory is monitored
precisely. Any deviation from its decreed

course is corrected immediately. Even a

fraction of a degree off course would
carry it many miles from its destination

if not corrected. The longer the correc-

tion is delayed, the greater will be the re-

quired adjustment. Can you imagine
how far off course we can become with-

out course corrections?

The Lord has provided for us

prophets, scriptures, parents, and other

wise leaders to teach us the course we
should be following. They can help us

monitor our progress and correct the di-

rection we are going when necessary,

much the same as tracking stations moni-

tor a satellite's progress and keep it on
the right path. Our course on earth is so

important. It is determined by the deci-

sions we make each day. We cannot sepa-

rate our thoughts and actions now from
their effects on the future.

Each day is precious

We might ask ourselves if we merit

the blessings of our Father's plan with

the life we are now living. The days of

our probation are numbered, but none
of us knows the number of those days.

Each day of preparation is precious.

I have watched the skilled hands of

Navajo women in the American South-

west as they weave intricate patterns in

beautiful rugs. They select and prepare

each colored thread of yarn very care-

fully and insert it in precisely the right

place. They weave the varied colors ar-

tistically into the fabric of the whole to

form rugs that eventually conform to the

preconceived plan of their creators.

In much the same way, we weave
into the fabric of our lives the pattern

that we will present as our finished prod-

uct. Our mortal lives are woven each day

as we add our deeds into something in-

tricately beautiful, following the Master

Designer's plan. When we make wrong
choices, we must live with a blotch in the

fabric of our souls or retrace our steps

through repentance and remove errant

threads we have woven into our charac-

ter and replace them with the finer

threads that our Maker intended for us

to use.

The tapestry of our lives is being

patterned now. The Lord referred to our

life before mortality as our first estate

and promised each of us that "they who
keep their first estate shall be added
upon; and they who keep not their first

estate shall not have glory in the same
kingdom with those who keep their first

estate; and they who keep their second

estate shall have glory added upon their

heads for ever and ever." 22

Avoid procrastination and indecision

Procrastination and indecision can

hamper our efforts to prepare for the

life after mortality. Elder Joseph Field-

ing Smith said, "Procrastination, as it

may be applied to Gospel principles, is

the thief of eternal life—which is life in

the presence of the Father and the

Son." 23 In the Book of Mormon we read

Amulek's plea: "I beseech of you that ye

do not procrastinate the day of your re-

pentance until the end. . . . For that

same spirit which doth possess your bod-

ies at the time that ye go out of this life,

that same spirit will have power to pos-

sess your body in that eternal world." 24

It has been said that "life is such a

precious gift, it should be guarded from

needless dilution. . . . 'Each day is not

just another day but more like a falling

drop of water, a golden moment of life's

span adding to an increasingly rich pool

of living.'" 25

Indecision can immobilize or para-

lyze us, hindering our preparation in

mortality. We can become like the peo-

ple of Nineveh, whom the Lord described

to Jonah as "persons that cannot discern

between their right hand and their left
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hand." 26 The Apostle James observed

that "a double minded man is unstable

in all his ways." 27 An old Swiss saying de-

scribes such indecision in these words:

With one foot in,

With one foot out,

You can't be in,

You can't be out

—

Not warm, not cold,

Not square, not round,

More poor than poor

And always bound.

For such a man
Will never know
Where to begin

Or where to go. 28

We cannot be double minded in our

relationships with husband or wife, par-

ents or children. Are we going to savor

the enjoyment of our children after they

are a little older and we are not so busy?

What about the valued friendships that

fade because of the thoughtful, lengthy

letters we plan to write but never finish

and send? Are we faithful in going to

our temples regularly? Consider the

books we are going to read, the impulses

to kindness we are going to act upon,

and the good causes we are going to es-

pouse. Are we always packing our bags

with the things we value most in life but

never leaving on the trip? Does tomor-

row never come? Let us resolve to begin

to live today—not tomorrow, but to-

day—this hour while we yet have time.

Use our mortal probation wisely

We know that death is a necessary

transition. It will come sooner or later to

each of us. Our mortal bodies will return

to earth, and our spirits will return to the

spirit world. By virtue of the Savior's

atoning sacrifice, we all will be resur-

rected. Each of us will stand before the

judgment bar of the great Jehovah and

be rewarded according to our deeds in

mortality.

If we make every earthly decision

with this judgment in mind, we will have

used our mortal probation wisely and its

days will give us peace in this life and

eternal life in the world to come.

I testify that these doctrines are

true. You can know of gospel truth by

the confirmation of the Spirit whispering

to your soul. The Lord said, "If any man
will do his will, he shall know of the doc-

trine, whether it be of God, or whether I

speak of myself." 29

The Savior lives and loves each of

us. This I know with all my heart. We are

children of a loving Father in Heaven,

who has raised up the Prophet Joseph

Smith to restore the fulness of the

gospel. Our Father in Heaven has also

blessed us with a living prophet in our

day to guide us back to His loving arms.

President Gordon B. Hinckley is that

prophet. I so testify in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.
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The chorus sang "Jesus, Lover of My
Soul."

President Hinckley

Bishop Richard C. Edgley of the

Presiding Bishopric has spoken to us,

and he was followed by Elder Joseph B.

Wirthlin of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles.

The Mormon Youth Chorus then

sang "Jesus, Lover of My Soul."

President James E. Faust, Second
Counselor in the First Presidency, will

now be our concluding speaker.

President James E. Faust

My dear brothers and sisters and
friends: I stand humbly at this pulpit,

which for well over a hundred years has

been sanctified by the word of God spo-

ken in countless inspired messages
which have spiritually filled the souls of

those who have listened. Consistent with

this legacy, I pray that our hearts may be

open to all that is said in this conference.

Blessings that flow from covenants

Today I wish to speak about the

blessings that flow from covenants with

the Lord. As a foundation, I begin with

the covenant the Lord made with the

house of Israel: "But this shall be the

covenant that I will make with the house

of Israel; After those days, saith the

Lord, I will put my law in their inward

parts, and write it in their hearts; and
will be their God, and they shall be my
people." 1

This covenant is universal for those

of any race being "baptized into Christ." 2

As Paul states, "If ye be Christ's, then are

ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according

to the promise." 3

Covenants are not simply outward

rituals; they are real and effective means
of change. "Being born again, comes by
the Spirit of God through ordinances." 4

We should always honor and keep sa-

cred the saving covenants we make with

the Lord. If we do, He has promised,

"Thou shalt receive revelation upon rev-

elation, knowledge upon knowledge,
that thou mayest know the mysteries and
peaceable things—that which bringeth

joy, that which bringeth life eternal." 5

Many covenants are indispensable

to happiness here and hereafter. Among
the most important are the marriage

covenants made between husband and
wife. From these covenants flow the

greatest joys of life.

The covenant of baptism, with its

attendant ordinance of confirmation,

opens the gate for eternal life.

The oath and covenant of the priest-

hood contains the promise by which
worthy elders of the Church shall receive

"all that [the] Father hath." 6

Temple covenants are the basis for

attaining the greatest blessings the Lord
has for us.


