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By foreign hands their humble graves

adorned;

By strangers honored, and by strang-

ers mourned.

"Tofa Soifua,

"David O. McKay"

The peace which passes understanding

This touching account conveys to

the grieving heart "the peace . . . which

passeth all understanding." 22 Our Heav-

enly Father lives. Jesus Christ the Lord

is our Savior and Redeemer. He guided

the Prophet Joseph. He guides His
prophet today, even President Gordon
B. Hinckley. Of a truth I bear this per-

sonal witness.

That we may shoulder our sorrows,

bear our burdens, and face our fears—as

did our Savior—is my prayer. I know
that He lives. In the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.
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The choir sang "For I Am Called by

Thy Name."

President Hinckley

President Thomas S. Monson has

just spoken to us, followed by the choir

singing "For I Am Called by Thy Name."
Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quo-

rum of the Twelve Apostles will now ad-

dress us.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

"Have you been saved?"

What do we say when someone asks

us, "Have you been saved?" This ques-

tion, so common in the conversation of

some Christians, can be puzzling to

members of The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints because it is not our

usual way of speaking. We tend to speak

of saved or salvation as a future event

rather than something that has already

been realized.

Good Christian people sometimes

attach different meanings to some key

gospel terms like saved or salvation. If

we answer according to what our ques-

tioner probably means in asking if we
have been "saved," our answer must be

"yes." Ifwe answer according to the vari-

ous meanings we attach to the terms

saved or salvation, our answer will be ei-

ther "yes" or "yes, but with conditions."
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I.

Saved according to the meaning of

good Christians

As I understand what is meant by the

good Christians who speak in these

terms, we are "saved" when we sincerely

declare or confess that we have accepted

Jesus Christ as our personal Lord and
Savior. This meaning relies on words the

Apostle Paul taught the Christians of his

day:

"If thou shalt confess with thy mouth
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine

heart that God hath raised him from the

dead, thou shalt be saved.

"For with the heart man believeth

unto righteousness; and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation" (Ro-

mans 10:9-10).

To Latter-day Saints, the words saved

and salvation in this teaching signify a

present covenant relationship with Jesus

Christ in which we are assured salvation

from the consequences of sin if we are

obedient. Every sincere Latter-day Saint

is "saved" according to this meaning. We
have been converted to the restored

gospel of Jesus Christ, we have experi-

enced repentance and baptism, and we
are renewing our covenants of baptism by

partaking of the sacrament.

IL

Six meanings of salvation

As Latter-day Saints use the words
saved and salvation, there are at least six

different meanings. According to some
of these, our salvation is assured—we are

already saved. In others, salvation must
be spoken of as a future event (e.g.,

1 Corinthians 5:5) or as conditioned
upon a future event (e.g., Mark 13:13).

But in all of these meanings, or kinds of

salvation, salvation is in and through Je-

sus Christ.

Saved from the permanence of death

First, all mortals have been saved

from the permanence of death through

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ. "For as

in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall

all be made alive" (1 Corinthians 15:22).

Saved from sin conditionally

As to salvation from sin and the con-

sequences of sin, our answer to the ques-

tion of whether or not we have been
saved is "yes, but with conditions." Our
third article of faith declares our belief:

"We believe that through the Atone-

ment of Christ, all mankind may be
saved, by obedience to the laws and ordi-

nances of the Gospel."

Many Bible verses declare that Jesus

came to take away the sins of the world

(e.g., John 1:29; Matthew 26:28). The
New Testament frequently refers to the

grace of God and to salvation by grace

(e.g., John 1:17; Acts 15:11; Ephesians

2:8). But it also has many specific com-
mandments on personal behavior and
many references to the importance of

works (e.g., Matthew 5:16; Ephesians

2:10; James 2:14-17). In addition, the

Savior taught that we must endure to the

end in order to be saved (see Matthew
10:22; Mark 13:13).

Relying upon the totality of Bible

teachings and upon clarifications re-

ceived through modern revelation, we
testify that being cleansed from sin

through Christ's Atonement is condi-

tioned upon the individual sinner's faith,

which must be manifested by obedience

to the Lord's command to repent, be

baptized, and receive the Holy Ghost
(see Acts 2:37-38). "Verily, verily, I say

unto thee," Jesus taught, "except a man
be born of water and of the Spirit, he

cannot enter into the kingdom of God"
(John 3:5; see also Mark 16:16; Acts
2:37-38). Believers who have had this re-

quired rebirth at the hands of those hav-

ing authority have already been saved
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from sin conditionally, but they will not

be saved finally until they have com-
pleted their mortal probation with the

required continuing repentance, faith-

fulness, service, and enduring to the end.

Some Christians accuse Latter-day

Saints who give this answer of denying

the grace of God through claiming they

can earn their own salvation. We answer

this accusation with the words of two
Book of Mormon prophets. Nephi taught,

"For we labor diligently ... to persuade

our children ... to believe in Christ, and
to be reconciled to God; for we know
that it is by grace that we are saved, after

all we can do" (2 Nephi 25:23). And
what is "all we can do"? It surely in-

cludes repentance (see Alma 24:11) and
baptism, keeping the commandments,
and enduring to the end. Moroni pleaded,

"Yea, come unto Christ, and be per-

fected in him, and deny yourselves of all

ungodliness; and if ye shall deny your-

selves of all ungodliness, and love God
with all your might, mind and strength,

then is his grace sufficient for you, that

by his grace ye may be perfect in Christ"

(Moroni 10:32).

We are not saved in our sins, as by

being unconditionally saved through
confessing Christ and then, inevitably,

committing sins in our remaining lives

(see Alma 11:36-37). We are saved from
our sins (see Helaman 5:10) by a weekly

renewal of our repentance and cleansing

through the grace of God and His blessed

plan of salvation (see 3 Nephi 9:20-22).

We have been born again

The question of whether a person
has been saved is sometimes phrased in

terms of whether that person has been
"born again." Being "born again" is a

familiar reference in the Bible and the

Book of Mormon. As noted earlier, Je-

sus taught that except a man was "born

again" (John 3:3) of water and of the

Spirit, he could not enter into the king-

dom of God (see John 3:5). The Book of

Mormon has many teachings about the

necessity of being "born again" or "born

of God" (Mosiah 27:25; see verses 24-26;

Alma 36:24, 26; Moses 6:59). As we un-

derstand these scriptures, our answer to

whether we have been born again is

clearly "yes." We were born again when
we entered into a covenant relationship

with our Savior by being born of water

and of the Spirit and by taking upon us

the name of Jesus Christ. We can renew

that rebirth each Sabbath when we par-

take of the sacrament.

Latter-day Saints affirm that those

who have been born again in this way are

spiritually begotten sons and daughters

of Jesus Christ (see Mosiah 5:7; 15:9-13;

27:25). Nevertheless, in order to realize

the intended blessings of this born-again

status, we must still keep our covenants

and endure to the end. In the meantime,

through the grace of God, we have been

born again as new creatures with new
spiritual parentage and the prospects of

a glorious inheritance.

Saved from ignorance

A fourth meaning of being saved is

to be saved from the darkness of igno-

rance of God the Father and His Son,

Jesus Christ, and of the purpose of life,

and of the destiny of men and women.
The gospel made known to us by the

teachings of Jesus Christ has given us

this salvation. "I am the light of the

world," Jesus taught; "he that followeth

me shall not walk in darkness, but shall

have the light of life" (John 8:12; see

also John 12:46).

Saved from the second death

For Latter-day Saints, being saved

can also mean being saved or delivered

from the second death (meaning the fi-

nal spiritual death) by assurance of a

kingdom of glory in the world to come
(see 1 Corinthians 15:40-42). Just as the

Resurrection is universal, we affirm that
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every person who ever lived upon the

face of the earth—except for a very few

—is assured of salvation in this sense. As
we read in modern revelation:

"And this is the gospel, the glad tid-

ings . .

.

"That he came into the world, even

Jesus, to be crucified for the world, and

to bear the sins of the world, and to sanc-

tify the world, and to cleanse it from all

unrighteousness;

"That through him all might be saved

whom the Father had put into his power
and made by him;

"Who glorifies the Father, and saves

all the works of his hands, except those

sons of perdition who deny the Son after

the Father has revealed him" (D&C
76:40-43; italics added).

The prophet Brigham Young taught

that doctrine when he declared that "ev-

ery person who does not sin away the

day of grace, and become an angel to the

Devil, will be brought forth to inherit a

kingdom of glory" {Discourses of Brig-

ham Young [1954], 382). This meaning of

saved ennobles the whole human race

through the grace of our Lord and Sav-

ior, Jesus Christ. In this sense of the

word, all should answer: "Yes, I have
been saved. Glory to God for the gospel

and gift and grace of His Son!"

Salvation also means exaltation

Finally, in another usage familiar

and unique to Latter-day Saints, the

words saved and salvation are also used

to denote exaltation or eternal life (see

Abraham 2:11). This is sometimes re-

ferred to as the "fulness of salvation"

(Bruce R. McConkie, The Mortal Mes-

siah, 4 vols. [1979-81], 1:242). This sal-

vation requires more than repentance

and baptism by appropriate priesthood

authority. It also requires the making of

sacred covenants, including eternal mar-

riage, in the temples of God and faith-

fulness to those covenants by enduring

to the end. If we use the word salvation

to mean "exaltation," it is premature for

any of us to say that we have been
"saved" in mortality. That glorious sta-

tus can only follow the final judgment of

Him who is the Great Judge of the living

and the dead.

I have suggested that the short an-

swer to the question of whether a faithful

member of The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints has been saved or born

again must be a fervent "yes." Our
covenant relationship with our Savior

puts us in that "saved" or "born again"

condition meant by those who ask this

question. Some modern prophets have

also used "salvation" or "saved" in that

same present sense. President Brigham
Young declared:

"It is present salvation and the pre-

sent influence of the Holy Ghost that we
need every day to keep us on saving

ground. . . .

"I want present salvation. . . . Life is

for us, and it is for us to receive it today,

and not wait for the Millennium. Let us

take a course to be saved today" (Dis-

courses of Brigham Young, sel. John A.

Widtsoe [1954], 15-16). President David

O. McKay spoke of the revealed gospel

of Jesus Christ in that same present

sense of "salvation here—here and now"
(Gospel Ideals [1953], 6).

IIL

Why do we send missionaries to other

Christians?

I will conclude by discussing another

important question members and lead-

ers of The Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints are asked by others: "Why
do you send missionaries to preach to

other Christians?" Sometimes this is

asked with curiosity and sometimes with

resentment.

My most memorable experience with

that question occurred some years ago in

what we then called the Eastern Bloc. Af-

ter many years of Communist hostility to
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religion, these countries were suddenly

and miraculously given a measure of reli-

gious freedom. When that door opened,

many Christian faiths sent missionaries.

As part of our preparation to do so, the

First Presidency sent members of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles to meet

with government and church leaders in

these countries. Our assignment was to

introduce ourselves and to explain what

our missionaries would be doing.

Elder Russell M. Nelson and I called

on the leader of the Orthodox Church in

one of these countries. Here was a man
who had helped keep the light of Chris-

tianity burning through the dark decades

of Communist repression. I noted in my
journal that he was a warm and gracious

man who impressed me as a servant of

the Lord. I mention this so that you will

not think there was any spirit of arro-

gance or contention in our conversation

of nearly an hour. Our visit was pleasant

and cordial, filled with the goodwill that

should always characterize conversations

between men and women who love the

Lord and seek to serve Him, each accord-

ing to his or her own understanding.

Our host told us about the activities

of his church during the period of Com-
munist repression. He described the vari-

ous difficulties his church and its work
were experiencing as they emerged from

that period and sought to regain their

former position in the life of the country

and the hearts of the people. We intro-

duced ourselves and our fundamental
beliefs. We explained that we would
soon be sending missionaries into his

country and told him how they would
perform their labors.

He asked, "Will your missionaries

preach only to unbelievers, or will they

also try to preach to believers?" We
replied that our message was for every-

one, believers as well as unbelievers. We
gave two reasons for this answer—one a

matter of principle and the other a mat-

ter of practicality. We told him that we
preached to believers as well as unbeliev-

ers because our message, the restored

gospel, makes an important addition to

the knowledge, happiness, and peace of

all mankind. As a matter of practicality,

we preach to believers as well as unbe-

lievers because we cannot tell the differ-

ence. I remember asking this distin-

guished leader, "When you stand before

a congregation and look into the faces of

the people, can you tell the difference

between those who are real believers and
those who are not?" He smiled wryly,

and I sensed an admission that he had
understood the point.

We offer the fulness of the gospel

Through missionaries and members,
the message of the restored gospel is go-

ing to all the world. To non-Christians,

we witness of Christ and share the truths

and ordinances of His restored gospel.

To Christians we do the same. Even if a

Christian has been "saved" in the famil-

iar single sense discussed earlier, we
teach that there remains more to be
learned and more to be experienced. As
President Hinckley recently said: "[We
are] not argumentative. We do not de-

bate. We, in effect, simply say to others,

'Bring all the good that you have and let

us see if we can add to it'" ("The BYU
Experience," BYU devotional address, 4

Nov. 1997).

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints offers all of the children of

God the opportunity to learn the fulness

of the gospel of Jesus Christ as restored

in these latter days. We offer everyone

the privilege of receiving all of the ordi-

nances of salvation and exaltation.

We invite all to hear this message,

and we invite all who receive the con-

firming witness of the Spirit to heed it.

These things are true, I testify in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "How Great the Wis-

dom and the Love."


