
PRESIDENT GORDON B. HINCKLEY 115

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Expressions of appreciation

I have looked down from my seat and
seen on the front row in the Tabernacle a

group of Otavalo Indians from the high-

lands of Ecuador, and I want to express

my appreciation to these wonderful peo-

ple, these faithful Latter-day Saints who
have come so very, very far to participate

with us in this conference. Thank you
very much, brothers and sisters.

In case you do not know where Ota-

valo is, you go to Quito, then you drive

up across the equator and come to vil-

lages in the highlands of the great moun-
tains of Ecuador, and there are these

peaceful and wonderful people.

As we conclude this great gathering,

which has reached across the nation and
bridged the seas, I express in humility and

with thanksgiving my deep appreciation

for all who have participated, including

those who have listened. The music has

been wonderful. The prayers have been
inspirational. The talks have been pre-

pared and delivered under the prompt-

ings of the Holy Spirit. We have rejoiced

together with grateful hearts. Now it be-

comes our duty and responsibility, as we
return to our homes, to translate into

our daily lives the truths which we have

heard spoken.

Small temples to be built

Now, in conclusion I wish to make an

announcement. As I have previously in-

dicated, in recent months we have trav-

eled far out among the membership of

the Church. I have been with many who
have very little of this world's goods. But
they have in their hearts a great burning

faith concerning this latter-day work.
They love the Church. They love the

gospel. They love the Lord and want to

do His will. They are paying their tithing,

modest as it is. They make tremendous
sacrifices to visit the temples. They travel

for days at a time in cheap buses and on

old boats. They save their money and do

without to make it all possible.

They need nearby temples—small,

beautiful, serviceable temples.

Accordingly, I take this opportunity

to announce to the entire Church a pro-

gram to construct some 30 smaller tem-

ples immediately. They will be in Europe,

in Asia, in Australia and Fiji, in Mexico

and Central and South America and
Africa, as well as in the United States and

Canada. They will have all the necessary

facilities to provide the ordinances of the

Lord's house.

This will be a tremendous undertak-

ing. Nothing even approaching it has

ever been tried before. These will be in

addition to the 17 buildings now going

forward in England; Spain; Ecuador;

Bolivia; the Dominican Republic; Brazil;

Colombia; Billings, Montana; Houston,

Texas; Boston, Massachusetts; White
Plains, New York; and Albuquerque,
New Mexico; and the smaller temples in

Anchorage, Alaska; Monticello, Utah;

and Colonia Juarez, Mexico. This will

make a total of 47 new temples in addi-

tion to the 51 now in operation. I think

we had better add 2 more to make it an

even 100 by the end of this century, be-

ing 2,000 years "since the coming of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ in the

flesh" (D&C 20:1). In this program we
are moving on a scale the like of which

we have never seen before.

I will not give you the specific cities

at this time. Stake presidents will be ad-

vised as property is secured. I am confi-

dent the membership of the Church will

do a lot of speculating as to whether one

of these will be in their city.

If temple ordinances are an essential

part of the restored gospel, and I testify

that they are, then we must provide the

means by which they can be accom-
plished. All of our vast family history en-
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deavor is directed to temple work. There

is no other purpose for it. The temple

ordinances become the crowning bless-

ings the Church has to offer.

I can only add that when these 30 or

32 are built, there will be more yet to

come.

Be generous in the payment of tithes

May God bless the faithful Latter-

day Saints. May you be prospered as you
live the commandments. May all be hon-

est, and even generous, in the payment
of tithes and offerings, and may the win-

dows of heaven be opened and blessings

be showered down upon us as a people

as we walk with boldness and in faith be-

fore the Lord to accomplish His eternal

work.

I was deeply touched by Brother
Ronald Poelman's talk on tithing. He
and I lived in the same ward when we
were boys. We had the same bishop. We
paid a little tithing as boys, and the Lord,

I can testify, has blessed us through the

years that have passed. I can see in my

mind's eye his dear mother kneeling

with her family and pleading with the

Lord, and thanking Him for the great

privilege that was theirs to impart of

their meager substance in obedience to

His commandment.
May there be peace and harmony

and love in our homes and in our fami-

lies. May the testimony of the living, hal-

lowed truth of this great work be re-

flected in our lives. May we all rejoice

together in praising Him from whom all

blessings flow, our glorious leader and

our great Redeemer.
This is my humble prayer, my be-

loved brethren and sisters, as we come to

the close of this great and significant and

historic conference. God help us to be

Latter-day Saints in the finest expression

of that word is my humble prayer, in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "Sweet Is the Peace

the Gospel Brings."

Elder John K. Carmack offered the

benediction.

SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE MUSIC
The Mormon Youth Chorus, con-

ducted by Robert C. Bowden, provided

music for the Saturday morning session

of the conference. Linda Margetts was
the organist.

Music for the Saturday afternoon

session was provided by the Brigham
Young University combined choirs, con-

ducted by Mack Wilberg and Ronald Sta-

heli. Bonnie Goodliffe was the organist.

At the general priesthood session,

music was provided by a choir of returned

missionaries from the Ephraim, Logan,

Ogden, Orem, and Salt Lake Institutes.

Douglas Brenchley conducted the choir,

and John Longhurst was the organist.

The Tabernacle Choir, directed by

Jerold Ottley and Craig Jessop, provided

music for the Sunday morning and after-

noon sessions. Richard Elliott and Clay

Christiansen were the organists.

Throughout the conference sessions,

prelude, postlude, and interlude music

and accompaniments on the Tabernacle

organ were played by John Longhurst,

Clay Christiansen, Richard Elliott, Bon-

nie Goodliffe, and Linda Margetts.

F. Michael Watson
Clerk of the Conference


