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Welcome to conference

My brothers and sisters, we welcome
you most warmly. We welcome you to

this great conference. There are some
6,000 of us here in the Tabernacle and

millions more in other halls across the

world. We are all one great family. We
have one Lord, one faith, one baptism.

In fulfillment of the words of Peter, we
are "a chosen generation, a royal priest-

hood, an holy nation, a peculiar people;

that [we] should shew forth the praises

of him who hath called [us] out of dark-

ness into his marvellous light" (1 Peter

2:9).

For the most part, we are a happy

people. We are mindful of and continue

to pray for those who are experiencing

hardship due to natural or man-caused

calamity. But even those among our

number who are bowed down with sor-

row and pain go forward in faith with the

certain assurance that God lives and is

watching over His children.

The Tabernacle this morning is

filled. Once it was considered very large

and commodious. Now, with the growth

of the Church, it will not accommodate
our people. I was in the Astrodome in

Houston, Texas, only two weeks ago for

a regional conference. We had some-
where in the neighborhood of 20,000

people in attendance—three times as

many as we can get into this building.

Construction of new assembly building

I am deeply grateful that we are

moving forward with construction of a

wonderful new facility adjoining Temple
Square on the block to the north of us. It

is an immense structure. I am grateful

that we have followed the promptings to

build it. I believe that the Lord would

have us do so and that He has revealed

His will in this undertaking.

Workmen are working on the place-

ment of the huge king beam, which
marks the beginning of the roof struc-

ture. Things are moving forward accord-

ing to schedule. Six hundred people are

at work on the project now, and this

number will grow.

The building will seat some 21,000,

plus 1,000 in the theater which will be a

part of it. Through the generations that

lie ahead, it will ring with the voices of

the prophets. It will be primarily a house

of worship. But it will also be a place of

art. There will be concerts and other

public offerings that will be uplifting and

wholesome and spiritual. Barring some
unforeseen circumstances, the building

will be ready for the general conference

of April in the year 2000. It will be a gift

to the Master, whose birth we will com-
memorate at that season.

Church members are one great family

As we contemplate these things, we
think of our brothers and sisters in dis-

tant lands. We have met hundreds of

thousands of you, have looked into your

faces, have felt of your spirits. You are

so very precious to this work. The Lord

has gathered you "one of a city, and two

of a family," as prophesied by Jeremiah.

He is teaching you with pastors after His

own heart. (See Jeremiah 3:14-15.) We
pray for you, we visit you, we respect and

admire you, we love you. We are all part

of a great family—10 million strong

—

worshiping with one heart and one voice

at the feet of our Master, the Son of God.

Wherever you are, no matter how
distant, you have the opportunity of par-

ticipating in this conference. You will re-

ceive it by satellite in very many places.

You will receive it by videotape in some
places that cannot be reached by satel-

lite. And for a few in faraway places, you

will have it as the written word in our

Church magazines.
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No matter where we are, no matter

our circumstances, we all can be faithful

Latter-day Saints. We can pray and wor-

ship the Lord in the privacy of our own
closet. We can sing anthems of praise to

the Almighty even when we are alone.

We can study the scriptures. We can live

the gospel. We can pay our tithes and

offerings though the amount be ever

so small. We can walk in faith. We can

strive to live lives patterned after the life

of our Master.

Now, brothers and sisters, I invite all

of you to listen to those whom you have

sustained as General Authorities and
general officers of the Church, as with

prayer and faith and in humility, testi-

mony is borne to you. May we all be in-

spired together. May our hearts be lifted

in praise to our Redeemer, I humbly
pray in His holy name, even the name of

Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

Extraordinary temple-building effort

At our last general conference, Pres-

ident Gordon B. Hinckley made the

historic announcement that 30 or more
smaller temples will be constructed

throughout the world. The first of those

smaller temples was dedicated this sum-

mer in Monticello, Utah. As you know,

President Hinckley's stated goal is to

have at least 100 temples in operation

by the end of this century. Knowing the

President as I do, I am sure that goal will

be met, if not exceeded!

President Hinckley has referred to

this extraordinary temple-building effort

as "a tremendous undertaking. Nothing

even approaching it has ever been tried

before." 1 Ever since this stunning an-

nouncement, I have thought what great

confidence the Lord and His prophet

have in you and me. How much respon-

sibility now rests upon all of us to pre-

pare ourselves and others to be worthy

of the blessings of these holy temples.

The Brethren have long been aware

that many of our members live in areas

of the world quite distant from the clos-

est temple. Their hearts are true, they

have great faith concerning the mission

of the Church, and they love the Lord
and want to do His will. What a blessing

these beautiful temples will be to these

dedicated Saints.

Again quoting President Hinckley:

"If temple ordinances are an essential

part of the restored gospel, and I testify

that they are, then we must provide the

means by which they can be accom-
plished. . . . The temple ordinances be-

come the crowning blessings the Church

has to offer." 2

An urgency in the work

There is an urgency in this work that

motivates us to extend the blessings of

the temple to as many of our Heavenly

Father's children as possible. I was im-

pressed with an experience of President

Wilford Woodruff when he told of a visi-

tation he received from the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith some time after the Prophet

was martyred. According to President

Woodruff's account: "[Joseph Smith]

came to me and spoke to me. He said he

could not stop to talk with me because

he was in a hurry. The next man I met
was Father Smith; he could not talk with

me because he was in a hurry. I met half

a dozen brethren who had held high po-

sitions on earth, and none of them could

stop to talk with me because they were

in a hurry. I was much astonished. By
and by I saw the Prophet again and I got

the privilege of asking him a question.

"'Now,' said I, 'I want to know why
you are in a hurry. I have been in a hurry


