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President Boyd K. Packer

Parents in Zion

In 1831 the Lord gave a revelation

to parents in Zion. 1
It is about parents

that I wish to speak.

I have served in the Quorum of the

Twelve for 28 years, and 9 years as an As-

sistant to the Twelve. Put together, that

makes 37 years—exactly half my life.

But I have another calling which I

have held even longer. I am a parent

—

a father and a grandfather. It took years

to earn the grandfather title—another 20

years the title of great-grandfather. These

titles

—

father, grandfather, mother, grand-

mother—carry responsibility and an
authority which comes in part from ex-

perience. Experience is a compelling

teacher.

Balancing family and Church

My calling in the priesthood defines

my position in the Church; the title

grandfather, my position in the family.

I want to talk about both of them to-

gether.

Parenthood stands among the most

important activities to which Latter-day

Saints may devote themselves. Many
members face conflicts as they struggle

to balance their responsibility as par-

ents together with faithful activity in the

Church.

There are things vital to the well-

being of a family which can be found
only by going to church. There is the

priesthood, which empowers a man to

lead and bless his wife and children, and
covenants which bind them together for-

ever.

The Church was commanded to

"meet together often" 2 and told, "When
ye are assembled together ye shall in-

struct and edify each other." 3 Alma the

Elder and Alma the Younger gave the

same instruction to their people. 4

We are commanded to "turn the

heart[s] of the fathers to the children,

and the heart [s] of the children to their

fathers." 5

The Lord addressed Joseph Smith
Jr. by name and said, "You have not kept

the commandments, and must needs
stand rebuked." 5 He had failed to teach

his children. That is the only time the

word rebuke is used in correcting him.

His counselor Frederick G. Williams

was under the same condemnation:
"You have not taught your children light

and truth." 7 Sidney Rigdon was told the

same thing, as was Bishop Newel K.

Whitney,8 and the Lord added, "What I

say unto one I say unto all."
9

Church's inspired guidance for families

We have watched the standards of

morality sink ever lower until now they

are in a free-fall. At the same time we
have seen an outpouring of inspired

guidance for parents and for families.

The whole of the curriculum and
all of the activities of the Church have

been restructured and correlated with

the home:
• Ward teaching became home

teaching.

• Family home evening was reestab-

lished.

• Genealogy was renamed family

history and set to collect records of all

the families.

• And then the historic proclama-

tion on the family was issued by the First

Presidency and the Council of the Twelve

Apostles.

• The family became, and remains, a

prevailing theme in meetings, confer-

ences, and councils.

• All as a prelude to an unprece-

dented era of building temples wherein

the authority to seal families together

forever is exercised.
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Can you see the spirit of inspiration

resting upon the servants of the Lord
and upon parents? Can we understand

the challenge and the assault now lev-

eled at the family?

Use care in scheduling activities

In providing out-of-home activities

for the family, we must use care; other-

wise, we could be like a father deter-

mined to provide everything for his

family. He devotes every energy to that

end and succeeds; only then does he dis-

cover that what they needed most—to

be together as a family—has been ne-

glected. And he reaps sorrow in place of

contentment.

How easy it is, in our desire to pro-

vide schedules of programs and activi-

ties, to overlook the responsibilities of

the parent and the essential need for

families to have time together.

We must be careful lest programs
and activities of the Church become too

heavy for some families to carry. The
principles of the gospel, where under-

stood and applied, strengthen and pro-

tect both individuals and families.

Devotion to the family and devotion to

the Church are not different and sepa-

rate things.

Keep family and Church in perspective

I recently saw a woman respond
when it was said of another, "Since she

had the new baby, she isn't doing any-

thing in the Church." You could almost

see a baby in her arms as she protested

with emotion: "She is doing something

in the Church. She gave that baby life.

She nurtures and teaches it. She is do-

ing the most important thing that she

can do in the Church."

How would you respond to this

question: "Because of their handicapped

child, she is confined to the home and
he works two jobs to meet the extra

expenses. They seldom attend—can we
count them as active in the Church?"

And have you ever heard a woman
say, "My husband is a very good father,

but he's never been a bishop or a stake

president or done anything important in

the Church." In response to that, a fa-

ther vigorously said, "What is more im-

portant in the Church than being a good
father?"

Faithful attendance at church, to-

gether with careful attention to the needs

of the family, is a near-perfect combina-

tion. In church we are taught the great

plan of happiness. 10 At home we apply

what we have learned. Every call, every

service in the Church brings experience

and valuable insights which carry over

into family life.

Would our perspective be more clear

if we could, for a moment, look upon
parenthood as a calling in the Church?

Actually, it is so much more than that;

but if we could look at it that way for a

moment, we could reach a better balance

in the way we schedule families.

Do not burden families unnecessarily

I do not want anyone to use what I

say to excuse them in turning down an

inspired call from the Lord. I do want to

encourage leaders to carefully consider

the home lest they issue calls or schedule

activities which place an unnecessary

burden on parents and families.

Recently I read a letter from a

young couple whose callings in the

Church frequently require them to hire

a sitter for their small children in order

for them to attend their meetings. It has

become very difficult for both of them
to be home with their children at the

same time. Can you see something out

of balance there?

Every time you schedule a young-

ster, you schedule a family—particularly

the mother.

Consider the mother who, in addi-

tion to her own Church calling and that
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of her husband, must get her children

ready and run from one activity to an-

other. Some mothers become discour-

aged—even depressed. I receive letters

using the word guilt because they cannot

do it all.

Attending church is, or should be, a

respite from the pressures of everyday

life. It should bring peace and content-

ment. If it brings pressure and discourage-

ment, then something is out of balance.

And the Church is not the only re-

sponsibility parents have. Other agencies

have a very legitimate reason to call upon
the resources of the family—schools, em-
ployers, community—all need to be bal-

anced in.

Recently a mother told me her fam-

ily had moved from a rural, scattered

ward where, of necessity, activities were

consolidated into one weekday night. It

was wonderful. They had time for their

family. I can see them sitting around the

table together.

They moved west into a larger ward
where members were closer to the

chapel. She said, "Now our family is

scheduled Tuesday night, Wednesday
night, Thursday night, Friday night, Sat-

urday night, and Sunday night. It is very

hard on our family."

Remember, when you schedule a

youngster, you schedule a family—par-

ticularly the mother.

Most families try very hard; but

some, when burdened with problems of

health and finance, simply become ex-

hausted trying to keep up, and eventu-

ally they withdraw into inactivity. They
do not see that they are moving from the

one best source of light and truth, of

help with their family, into the shadows

where danger and heartbreak await.

I must touch upon what must surely

be the most difficult problem to solve.

Some youngsters receive very little teach-

ing and support at home. There is no
question but that we must provide for

them. But ifwe provide a constant sched-

ule of out-of-home activities sufficient to

compensate for the loss in those homes,

it may make it difficult for attentive par-

ents to have time to be with and teach

their own children. Only prayer and in-

spiration can lead us to find this difficult

balance.

Importance of learning at home

We often hear, "We must provide

frequent and exciting activities lest our

youth will go to less wholesome places."

Some of them will. But I have the con-

viction that if we teach parents to be re-

sponsible and allow them sufficient time,

over the long course their children will

be at home.

There, at home, they can learn what
cannot be effectively taught in either

Church or school. At home they can
learn to work and to take responsibility.

They learn what to do when they have

children of their own.

For example, in the Church children

are taught the principle of tithing, but it

is at home that the principle is applied.

At home even young children can be
shown how to figure a tithe and how it is

paid.

One time President and Sister Har-

old B. Lee were in our home. Sister Lee
put a handful of pennies on a table be-

fore our young son. She had him slide

the shiny ones to one side and said,

"These are your tithing; these belong to

the Lord. The others are yours to keep."

He thoughtfully looked from one pile to

the other and then said, "Don't you have

any more dirty ones?" That was when
the real teaching moment began!

Use the ward council to establish balance

The ward council is the perfect place

to establish the balance between home
and Church. Here the brethren of the

priesthood, themselves fathers, and sis-

ters of the auxiliaries, themselves moth-
ers, can, with inspired insight, coordinate
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the work of the organizations, each of

which serves different members of the

family.

Members of the council can com-
pare what each organization is providing

for each member and how much time

and money are required. They can unite

rather than divide families and provide

watch care over single parents, the child-

less, the unmarried, the elderly, the

handicapped—and provide much more
than just activities for the children and

young people.

The ward council has resources of-

ten overlooked. For instance, grandpar-

ents, while not filling callings, can help

young families who are finding their way
along the same path they once walked.

The Lord warned parents, "Inas-

much as parents have children in Zion,

. . . that teach them not to understand the

doctrine of repentance, faith in Christ

the Son of the living God, and of baptism

and the gift of the Holy Ghost by the lay-

ing on of the hands, when eight years

old, the sin be upon the heads of the par-

ents." 11

The ward council is ideal for our

present need. Here the home and the

family can be anchored in place, and the

Church can support rather than supplant

the parents. Fathers and mothers will

understand both their obligation to teach

their children and the blessings provided

by the Church.

Most important things learned at home

As the world grows ever more threat-

ening, the powers of heaven draw ever

closer to families and parents.

I have studied much in the scrip-

tures and have taught from them. I have

read much from what the prophets and
apostles have spoken. They have had a

profound influence upon me as a man
and as a father.

But most of what I know about how
our Father in Heaven really feels about

us, His children, I have learned from the

way I feel about my wife and my children

and their children. This I have learned at

home. I have learned it from my parents

and from my wife's parents, from my
beloved wife and from my children, and

I can therefore testify of a loving Heav-

enly Father and of a redeeming Lord. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

Significant dates and events in our lives

We often mark significant dates on
our calendars, such as holidays and birth-

days. Dates that come around every year

help us measure progress in our lives.

One annual event, New Year's Day, is a

time of reflection and resolution.

Our baptism date, which commemo-
rates our spiritual rebirth, is an annual

occasion worthy of special note. We
pause to recognize the date of our tem-

ple sealing as a special anniversary be-

cause that ordinance binds us together

forever with our most cherished loved

ones. Worthiness interviews, especially


