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President Faust

President Boyd K. Packer, Acting

President of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles, has just spoken to us, followed

by Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles.

Our next speaker will be Elder E. Ray
Bateman, who was sustained as a mem-
ber of the Seventy at April conference.

He will be followed by the choir and
congregation singing "Now Let Us Re-

joice."

Elder E. Ray Bateman

Pearls from the sand

Abraham found great favor from the

Lord because of his obedience to what-

soever the Lord commanded him. Abra-

ham took Isaac, his son, at the Lord's

direction, to offer him up unto the Lord
as a sacrifice. Because of this great love

and obedience to the commandments,
the Lord stayed Abraham's hand from

offering Isaac and blessed Abraham and

said, "I will multiply thy seed as the stars

of the heaven, and as the sand which is

upon the sea shore" (Genesis 22:17).

The blessing of Abraham is still upon his

seed, and the covenant that was made is

theirs to have as Abraham's seed come
unto Christ. The Apostle Paul taught,

"And if ye be Christ's, then are ye Abra-

ham's seed, and heirs according to the

promise" (Galatians 3:29). It is our re-

sponsibility as members of The Church
of Jesus Christ, of Latter-day Saints to

gather Abraham's seed and bring them
unto Christ.

They should be easy to find, for they

are as numerous as the sands of the

seashore. That really means they are all

around us. Are we looking? Are we ask-

ing? Are our good friends or the people

we work with who are nonmembers the

seed of Abraham? Are we opening our

mouths to see if we can find out? The
Savior counseled, "Ye are called to bring

to pass the gathering of mine elect; for

mine elect hear my voice and harden not

their hearts" (D&C 29:7). In keeping

with this counsel of the Savior, do we
talk about the Church? Are we listening

to the prompting of the Spirit? The seed

of Abraham hear His voice and will not

harden their hearts. Do we invite them
to come unto Christ? Are we allowing

them to hear His voice?

It is written:

"The kingdom of heaven is like unto

a merchant man, seeking goodly pearls:

"Who, when he had found one pearl

of great price, went and sold all that he

had, and bought it" (Matthew 13:45-46).

You and I know the gospel of Jesus

Christ is the pearl of great price. Each of

those little grains of sand are Abraham's

children. They need to be cultured to be-

come pearls. They need the right friend,

a responsibility to help them grow in ser-

vice, and nourishment with charity to re-

tain them to truly become pearls of great

worth in our Father's kingdom.

Be friendly and share the gospel

President Hinckley said: "Be friendly.

You have to make a friend before you
make a convert. Conversion follows

friendship. The opportunity to teach fol-

lows friendship" {Teachings of Gordon B.

Hinckley [1997], 375). Do we invite our

friends to come to church with us? Do
we go with the missionaries as they teach

the discussions to our friends? Do we in-

vite them to be taught in our homes? Do
we visit them between the discussions?

Are we doing what the Savior would have

us do? Do we even open our mouths?

The Lord said:

"With some I am not well pleased,

for they will not open their mouths, but
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they hide the talent which I have given

unto them, because of the fear of man.

Wo unto such, for mine anger is kindled

against them.

"And it shall come to pass, if they

are not more faithful unto me, it shall be

taken away, even that which they have"

(D&C 60:2-3).

A conversion story

I would like to tell you about the

St. Charles Ward and how they friend-

shipped and nourished Brother Jim Hue-
ston. Jim belonged to another church,

but he found it was hard to obtain trans-

portation to attend meetings. No one
picked him up. I had the good fortune to

meet Jim. A Book of Mormon was given;

a commitment was made to read and
pray. Our members provided transporta-

tion for Jim to come to the St. Charles

Ward. The missionaries taught the dis-

cussions, and Jim read and prayed.

At Jim's baptism, he asked me, his

bishop, "What do you want me to do?"

I took Jim to my office and talked about

the Church, teaching him about the

priesthood and what the Lord would
have him do as a member of the Church.

He received the Aaronic Priesthood and

was assigned to serve as a home teacher.

The elders quorum president assigned a

strong, faithful, diligent home teaching

companion. Brother Hueston, as the

newest member of the St. Charles Ward,

made sure that his home teaching was
completed. Not only for that first month
but for the past 20 years he has com-
pleted his home teaching every month.

He has served in many different callings,

and serving as a stake missionary was
one of his favorites.

Ward members wrapped their arms

around Brother Hueston and made sure

that he was a fellow citizen "with the

saints, and of the household of God"
(Ephesians 2:19). Jim learned to drive

and bought himself a car so that he could

do his home teaching and any other call-

ings he received. We are not sure if we
kept him or he kept us "in the right way"
(Moroni 6:4). We know that what Presi-

dent Hinckley is asking us to do now was
accomplished then with Brother Hue-
ston.

I talked with Brother Hueston this

summer. He told me how he and his

home teaching companion were helping

a less-active member come back into ac-

tivity. He said, "She is looking forward

to taking the temple preparation class

and going to the temple."

Renew commitment to missionary work

Brothers and sisters, let us renew our

commitment to seek the Spirit to help

us find those who are Abraham's seed.

Then let us open our mouths, friendship

them, invite them to come unto Christ,

and be there to support, nourish, and re-

tain them. And wherever possible, let us

be there when they go to the temple. Our
Father in Heaven wants all of Abraham's

seed to return to Him. Let us join in this

great balanced effort for conversion, re-

tention, and activation, to assist the Fa-

ther and Son to turn those grains of sand

into pearls in our Father's kingdom.

The Savior said:

"I give unto you a commandment,
that every . . . elder, priest, teacher, and

also member, go to with his might, with

the labor of his hands, to prepare and
accomplish the things which I have com-
manded.

"And let your preaching be the warn-

ing voice, every man to his neighbor, in

mildness and in meekness" (D&C 38:40-

41).

I know that He lives and guides His

Church through His prophet, President

Gordon B. Hinckley. I so testify in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir and congregation sang

"Now Let Us Rejoice."


