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Brethren, we are the authorized ser-

vants of the risen Christ. With this au-

thority comes the duty to move this holy

work forward across the world. We are

part of the greatest brotherhood in all

the world. We will be held accountable

for what we do with the keys, power, and
authority granted to us. We must be true

to this great trust in every way.

As we look to the future, we will con-

tinue to have obstacles, difficulties, chal-

lenges, and opposition. Satan has more
tools at his disposal than ever before to

deceive, distract, and corrupt our people.

We will continue to be winnowed. One
day in the future, we will have to account

through President Gordon B. Hinckley

to the Prophet Joseph for what we have

done with this great power which the

Lord has invested in us.

We are grateful that the work of

God moves forward as powerfully as it

does under the leadership of President

Gordon B. Hinckley. After the death of

the Savior, His Apostles did great and
marvelous things in His name. Peter and

John were asked by Caiaphas and other

high priests, "By what power . . . have ye

done this?" 17 Like Peter, we declare to

the world that all this happens by and
through the power of the holy priest-

hood and in the "name of Jesus Christ of

Nazareth." 18

This is my solemn witness in the

name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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The choir and congregation sang

"Ye Elders of Israel."

President Hinckley

We shall now be pleased to hear

from President Thomas S. Monson,
First Counselor in the First Presidency.

President Thomas S. Monson

It is a joy and a privilege for me to

stand before you, such a vast audience

of priesthood holders both seen and un-

seen. General Church priesthood meet-

ings have always been a treat—from

Aaronic Priesthood days until the pres-

ent. To "come, listen to a prophet's

voice, and hear the word of God," 1 as

a song from our hymnbook states, is a

cherished blessing.
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A boy's love for President Hinckley

We sustain Gordon B. Hinckley as

the President of The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints and as the

prophet, seer, and revelator of the

Church in our time. A letter which I re-

ceived from a proud father tells of an
experience with his then five-year-old

son and the boy's love for the President

of the Church and desire to emulate the

President's example. The father wrote:

"When Christopher was five years

old, he would get ready for church on
Sundays mostly by himself. On one par-

ticular Sunday, he decided he wanted to

wear a suit and tie, which to that point he

had never done. He scoured the closet

on his own for a hand-me-down tie and

produced a rather used clip-on one that

he didn't need to create a knot for. He
attached the tie to his white shirt, then

capped it off with the small navy jacket

that had hung for years in the boys'

closet.

"On his own, he went into the bath-

room and painstakingly combed his

blonde hair to perfection. About that

time, I came into the bathroom to finish

getting ready myself. I found Christo-

pher beaming at himself in the mirror.

Without taking his eyes off his reflec-

tion, he proclaimed proudly, 'Look,

Papa—Christopher B. Hinckley!'" And
Father realized that a boy had been
watching the prophet of the Lord.

Our children are watching. They are

absorbing eternal lessons. They are shap-

ing their futures. What is the example we
are presenting to them?

A son watches his father's example

Years ago when our youngest son,

Clark, was attending a religion class at

Brigham Young University, the instruc-

tor, during a lecture, asked Clark, "What
is an example of life with your father

that you best remember?"

The instructor later wrote to me and
told me of the reply which Clark had
given to the class. Said Clark: "When I

was a deacon in the Aaronic Priesthood,

my dad and I went pheasant hunting near

Malad, Idaho. The day was Monday

—

the last day of the season. We walked
through countless fields in search of

pheasants but only saw a few, and these

we missed. Dad then said to me, 'Clark,

let's unload our guns, and we'll place

them in this ditch. Then we'll kneel down
to pray.' I thought Dad would pray for

more pheasants, but I was wrong. He ex-

plained to me that Elder Richard L.

Evans was gravely ill and that at 12 noon
on that particular Monday the members
of the Quorum of the Twelve—wherever

they may be at the time—were to kneel

and, in a way, together unite in a fervent

prayer of faith for Elder Evans. Remov-
ing our caps, we knelt, we prayed."

I well remember the occasion, but I

never dreamed a son was watching, was
learning, was building his own testimony.

Guide and inspire young men

In analyzing the statistical perfor-

mance of those who hold the Aaronic
Priesthood as deacons, teachers, and
priests, we become concerned when sig-

nificant numbers of deacons slip into

inactivity and fail to be ordained teach-

ers at the proper time. The same is true

with some who are teachers but not or-

dained priests—and particularly priests

who never receive the Melchizedek
Priesthood. Brethren, this should never

be. We have an awesome responsibility

to guide and inspire these young men on
the priesthood trail, that no avalanche

of sin or error will deter their progress

or sweep them away from their eternal

goals.

Bishops and bishops' counselors,

will you undertake a study of the activity

levels of each Aaronic Priesthood young
man and outline your own plan to en-
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sure the progress and activity of each

one?

One newly called bishop, in his first

meeting with his counselors, declared,

"The Aaronic Priesthood is a prime re-

sponsibility of ours." To the second
counselor, he directed, "I ask you to be

personally responsible to ensure that

every deacon, at the appropriate age, be

worthy and be ordained a teacher." To
the other counselor, he said, "Will you

please do the same as pertains to the

teachers, that they may, on schedule, be

worthy and be ordained priests." Then
the bishop continued, "I will take the

same responsibility for the priests to

receive the Melchizedek Priesthood and

be ordained elders. Together, and with

God's help, we can do it." And they did.

Reaching the mind and heart of a boy

Our youth need less criticism and
more models to follow. You advisers to

the Aaronic Priesthood quorums are

teachers and models for the young men.

Do you know the gospel? Have you pre-

pared the lesson? Do you know each boy

and prayerfully determine how you might

reach his mind, his heart, and help fash-

ion his future?

Remember, it isn't sufficient to as-

sume that when you teach, the boy is lis-

tening to what you say. Let me illustrate:

In what we call the west boardroom
of the Church Administration Building,

there hangs a lovely painting rendered

by the artist Harry Anderson. The paint-

ing depicts Jesus sitting on a small stone

wall with numerous children gathered

around, knowing they are the object of

His love. Each time I gaze at that paint-

ing, I think of the passage of scripture,

"Suffer the little children to come unto

me, and forbid them not: for of such is

the kingdom of God." 2

On one occasion I had given a priest-

hood blessing in that room to a small lad

who was soon to undergo major surgery.

I directed his attention and that of his

parents to the painting of Jesus and the

children. I then made a few remarks con-

cerning the Savior and His never-fail-

ing love. I asked the boy if he had any

questions. "Yes," he replied seriously.

"Brother Monson, how does a boy go
about getting a little goat and a leash for

it like that one in the painting?"

For a moment I was stunned by the

unanticipated question, a little deflated

concerning my teaching ability, but then

I responded: "Jesus gives to you and me
gifts far more important than a goat on a

leash. He provides a road map to heaven.

His teachings, His example, His love are

far greater gifts than that offered by the

world."

"Come, follow me," 3 He invited.

And we are wise when we follow Him!
Let all young men who bear the

Aaronic Priesthood learn and live the

Savior's teachings and prepare to receive

the Melchizedek Priesthood.

A bishopric member trains and inspires

May I share with you brethren my
personal experience as a teachers quo-

rum president. The member of the bish-

opric who had responsibility for us

invited the new presidency and secre-

tary to come to his home for leadership

training. He wanted our ideas concern-

ing how we should go about our newly

given duties. We obliged—on condition

that he would invite his wife, Nettie, to

serve us some of the meat pies for which

she was famous. This he agreed to do.

Brethren, isn't it remarkable how we
men will obligate our wives to do things

—often without notice? The resulting

meeting was one of the best I have ever

attended. We were taught to the level of

our understanding and inspired to look

after our quorum members.
After a delicious meat pie smothered

with gravy, we asked the bishop's coun-

selor and his wife to join in a game of
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Monopoly®. I am certain they had other

things to do, but they willingly complied

with our request.

I don't remember who won the Mo-
nopoly game, but I have never forgotten

the lessons learned that night in Church

government and in the administration of

a priesthood quorum.

Good advice: never lie

During the fervor of the early years

of World War II, one of our teachers

quorum members, Fritz, wanted to de-

fend our country but didn't want to wait

until he reached the minimum age re-

quired to serve. He falsified his age and

enlisted in the United States Navy. Soon

he found himself far away in the Pacific

sea battles. The vessel on which he served

was sent to the bottom, with many hands

lost. Fritz survived and later appeared in

our quorum meeting in full uniform, with

battle ribbons affixed. I remember asking

Fritz, "Fritz, do you have any advice for

us?" We were all on the very doorstep of

mandatory military service.

Fritz thought for a moment and then

said, "Never lie about your age or about

anything else!" That one-sentence decla-

ration is remembered yet.

Purposes of the Aaronic Priesthood

Young men between the ages of 12

and 17 are in a time of preparation and

personal spiritual growth. Accordingly,

the purposes of the Aaronic Priesthood

are to help each person who is ordained:

1. To become converted to the gos-

pel of Jesus Christ and live by its teach-

ings.

2. To magnify priesthood callings

and fulfill the responsibilities of his

priesthood office.

3. To give meaningful service.

4. To prepare to receive the Mel-

chizedek Priesthood and temple ordi-

nances.

5. To commit to, prepare for, and
serve an honorable full-time mission.

6. To prepare to become a worthy

husband and father. 4

Missionaries answer the Lord's call

Serving throughout the world is a

great missionary force, going about do-

ing good as did the Savior. Missionaries

teach truth. They dispel darkness. They
spread joy. They bring precious souls to

Christ.

On that special day when a mission

call is received, parents, brothers and
sisters, and grandparents gather around
the prospective missionary and note his

nervousness as he carefully opens the

letter of call. There is a pause, and then

he announces where the prophet of the

Lord has assigned him to serve. Feelings

are very near to the surface. Tears come
easily, and the family rejoices in the

bond of love and the goodness of God.
The full-time missionaries and all

others engaged in the work of the Lord
have answered His call. We are on His

errand. We shall succeed in the solemn
charge given by Mormon to declare the

Lord's word among the people. Wrote
Mormon: "Behold, I am a disciple of

Jesus Christ, the Son of God. I have
been called of him to declare his word
among his people, that they might have

everlasting life."
5

A missionary helps a German woman

In 1926 President Fred Tadje, presi-

dent of the German-Austrian Mission,

called a mission conference to be held at

Dresden, Germany, in August. The mis-

sionaries were to walk to this conference

from their fields of labor basically "with-

out purse or scrip," although they had to

carry a small amount of money or they

could be arrested as vagabonds.

Elder Alfred Lippold and his com-
panion, Elder Parker Thomas, took the
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north route. Somewhere along the way,

the two called at a home where they met
a woman and her eight children. She
told the elders that her husband had left

her and the children and that they were

now without money. After she had let

them in, the woman said: "If you travel

without purse or scrip, then you must
be hungry. Sit down." She gave each of

them a big slice of bread with plum jam
on it. The missionaries blessed the

breakfast and in the blessing on the food

asked the Lord to give the woman what

she needed.

The missionaries then departed. Af-

ter they had walked about a mile, Elder

Thomas said, "I must go back," which he

did without explanation.

On his return, Elder Lippold asked,

"Why did you go back?"

Elder Thomas explained: "In our

prayer we asked that the woman be
given what she needed. I had what was

needed—a $20 bill. It was in my pocket,

and I went back to give it to her. It

would have burned a hole in my pocket."

Service in Rarotonga

Thirty years ago I had responsibility

for much of the work in the South Pa-

cific. A Brother J. Vernon Monson was

called, together with his wife, to journey

to faraway Rarotonga in the Cook Is-

lands, there to serve as district president.

Later, in a letter to me, he reported:

"We are most grateful for the prog-

ress being made, and I would especially

like to mention the goodwill and won-
derful relations that have developed
with the representatives of government
and the business community toward us

and the Church.

"One thing climaxed the develop-

ment of this public acceptance," he

wrote. "It was in having our nephew and

niece, Dr. and Mrs. Odeen Manning,
render an outstanding service here in the

Cook Islands. Dr. Manning is an oph-

thalmologist, and I wrote to him outlin-

ing a proposal whereby he might render

service to the people of Rarotonga. My
proposal included the following: (1) no
remuneration; (2) he must pay his own
expenses; (3) that he turn his practice

over to the other doctors to handle for

the three months he would be away; (4)

we would furnish them free board and
room while in Rarotonga; and (5) that

he bring his own surgical instruments, as

none would be available in Rarotonga."

Brother Vernon Monson's letter to

me continued:

"The Mannings airmailed their reply

in two words: 'Offer accepted.' As prepa-

rations began, the government of the

Cook Islands assigned competent doc-

tors to assist Dr. Manning and to learn

from him. In all, 284 patients were exam-
ined, with most being fitted for glasses.

Fifty-three patients had serious eye oper-

ations, such as cataract surgery.

"The entire three-month program
was wonderful and most heartwarming.

Truly we were blessed. It has buoyed up
the Saints, who gained new pride in be-

ing members of a faith which would
bring medical service to these islands."

The letter ended.

Years later, my wife and I were
guests on a BYU-sponsored cruise to the

Holy Land. One evening as we were
seated on the ship's deck, the man sitting

next to us turned to me and said, "Elder

Monson, my name is Odeen Manning
from Woodland Hills, California. I am
an ophthalmologist by profession and
served a brief medical mission to Raro-

tonga when my uncle and aunt were
serving there."

I acknowledged that I was aware of

his sacrifice and his service. I asked Dr.

Manning, "As you reflect on this experi-

ence, would you wish to share with me
your feelings concerning it?"

He responded with emotion, saying,

"It was the most spiritually rewarding

experience of my life."
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I believe it was more than coinci-

dence that my wife and I would be on
the cruise vessel at that particular time

and in that particular area of the deck,

sitting next to a man we never before

had met. Heaven was close as Dr. Man-
ning and I embraced, and thanks were
expressed for his service—not only to

those who were blind and now could

see, but also to our Lord and Savior. As
Jacob declared, "Great are the promises

of the Lord unto them who are upon the

isles of the sea." 6

Testimony of the Savior

Of Him who delivered each of us

from endless death, even Jesus Christ,

I testify that He is a teacher of truth

—

but He is more than a teacher. He is the

Exemplar of the perfect life—but He is

more than an exemplar. He is the Great

Physician—but He is more than a physi-

cian. He who rescued the "lost battal-

ion" of mankind is the literal Savior of

the world, the Son of God, the Prince

of Peace, the Holy One of Israel—even

the risen Lord—who declared, "I am
the first and the last; I am he who liveth,

I am he who was slain; I am your advo-

cate with the Father." 7

My dear brethren, let each of us:

• Learn of Him.
• Believe in Him.
• Trust in Him.
• Follow Him.
• Obey Him.

By so doing we can become like

Him. Of this truth I solemnly bear wit-

ness in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Hinckley

President Monson has just spoken

to us.

We remind you that the Tabernacle

Choir broadcast will be from 9:30 to

10:00 a.m. in the morning. The Sunday
morning session will immediately follow

thereafter.

As you leave this priesthood meet-

ing tonight, we ask you to obey traffic

rules, to use caution, and to be courte-

ous in driving.

We express our gratitude to the Tab-

ernacle Choir and the Mormon Youth
Chorus—the men's voices—for the beau-

tiful music they have provided.

Following my remarks, this session

will conclude with the choir singing

"The Lord Is My Shepherd."

After the singing, the benediction

will be offered by Elder Ray H. Wood.

To the young men

President Gordon B. Hinckley

My brethren, it is a tremendous op-

portunity and an awesome responsibility

to speak to you.

I wish to speak initially to the younger

men who are here tonight. Thank you for

your presence, wherever you may be
gathered. Thank you for attending semi-

nary as well as your Sunday meetings.

I honor you for your desire to learn of

the gospel, to deepen your scholarship in

studying the word of the Lord. I thank

you for the desire you carry in your


