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leader was just ordering followers! How-
ever, much more is required of followers

in a democratic society, wherein individual

character matters so much in both leaders

and followers.

Examples of unselfish leaders

The prophet Mormon unselfishly

consented to lead a people who were in

steep decline. He prayed for them, but

confided that his prayers were without

faith because of the people's wickedness

(see Mormon 3:12). Other times a vi-

sionary leader, like Joseph in Egypt, lifts

people out of the endangered routine

they're in by preparing them for the spe-

cific challenges of the future (see Genesis

41:46-57). A few, like Lincoln, though in

a political role, provide spiritual leader-

ship as well. Lincoln, by the way, warned

of how individuals of ambition and tal-

ents would continue to arise and that

such an individual "thirsts and burns for

distinction, and if possible . . . will have

it, whether at the expense of emancipating

slaves or enslavingfreemen" (cited in John

Wesley Hill, Abraham Lincoln: Man of

God [1927], 74; italics in original).

Of unselfish George Washington it

has been written: "In all history few men
who possessed unassailable power have

used that power so gently and self-

effacingly for what their best instincts

told them was the welfare of their neigh-

bors and all mankind" (James Thomas

Flexner, Washington: The Indispensable

Man [1974], xvi).

Power is most safe with those, like

Washington, who are not in love with it!

A narcissist society, in which each per-

son is busy looking out for number one,

can build neither brotherhood nor com-
munity. Aren't we glad in this Easter

season and in all seasons that Jesus did

not selfishly look out for number one?

No wonder we have been told, "Thou
shalt have no other gods before me,"
and this includes self-worship! (Exodus

20:3; italics added). One way or another,

the grossly selfish will finally be shat-

tered, whimpering, against the jagged,

concrete consequences of their selfishness.

A young girl's unselfish prayer

In contrast, as I close, consider un-

selfish Melissa Howes, whose compara-

tively young father died of cancer several

months ago. Just before, Melissa, who was
then nine, was voice in family prayer,

pleading, "Heavenly Father, bless my
daddy, and if you need him more than

us, you can have him. We want him, but

Thy will be done. And please help us not

to be mad at you" (letter from Christie

Howes, 25 Feb. 1998).

What spiritual submissiveness for one

so young! What an unselfish understand-

ing of the plan of salvation! May unselfish

submissiveness be our path too, in the

holy name of Jesus Christ, amen!

Elder Richard G. Scott

Eternal marriage is a blessing

One of the most beautiful, comfort-

ing doctrines of the Lord—one that

brings immense peace, happiness, and

unbounded joy—is that principle called

eternal marriage. This doctrine means
that a man and woman who love each

other deeply, who have grown together

through the trials, joys, sorrows, and
happiness of a shared lifetime can live

beyond the veil together forever with

their family who earn that blessing. That is

not just an immensely satisfying dream;

it is a reality. Any husband and wife who
have shared the joys of marriage here on
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earth would want that blessing. But only

those who meet the requirements estab-

lished by the Lord will receive that super-

nal gift. I bear witness that all those

things that have and will bring me the

greatest happiness in life have roots in

the temple ordinances. Decide now to re-

ceive the ordinances of the temple at the

appropriate time. Don't let anything

overcome that resolve.

Prepare for temple ordinances

If you are now ready to receive the

ordinances of the temple, prepare care-

fully for that crowning event. Before en-

tering the temple, you will be interviewed

by your bishop and stake president for

your temple recommend. Be honest and
candid with them. That interview is not a

test to be passed but an important step to

confirm that you have the maturity and
spirituality to receive the supernal ordi-

nances and make and keep the edifying

covenants offered in the house of the

Lord. Personal worthiness is an essential

requirement to enjoy the blessings of the

temple. Anyone foolish enough to enter

the temple unworthily will receive con-

demnation.

Worthy character is best forged
from a life of consistent, correct choices

centered in the teachings of the Master.

For a moment I speak to you who are

preparing for that sweet period of dis-

covery known as courtship leading to

eternal marriage. It can be a wondrously

beautiful time of growth and sharing, a

time when you should focus your thoughts,

actions, and plans on two individuals:

the parents of your own future children.

Prepare to be a successful parent by being

completely worthy in every thought and
act during courtship.

Attributes to look for in a spouse

There is more to a foundation of

eternal marriage than a pretty face or an

attractive figure. There is more to con-

sider than popularity or charisma. As
you seek an eternal companion, look for

someone who is developing the essential

attributes that bring happiness: a deep

love of the Lord and of His command-
ments, a determination to live them, one

that is kindly understanding, forgiving of

others, and willing to give of self, with

the desire to have a family crowned with

beautiful children and a commitment to

teach them the principles of truth in the

home.

An essential priority of a prospective

wife is the desire to be a wife and mother.

She should be developing the sacred

qualities that God has given His daughters

to excel as a wife and mother: patience,

kindliness, a love of children, and a desire

to care for them rather than seeking pro-

fessional pursuits. She should be acquiring

a good education to prepare for the de-

mands of motherhood.

A prospective husband should also

honor his priesthood and use it in ser-

vice to others. Seek a man who accepts

his role as provider of the necessities of

life, has the capacity to do it, and is making

concerted efforts to prepare himself to

fulfill those responsibilities.

I suggest that you not ignore many
possible candidates who are still devel-

oping these attributes, seeking the one

who is perfected in them. You will likely

not find that perfect person, and if you

did, there would certainly be no interest in

you. These attributes are best polished

together as husband and wife.

Counsel with the bishop

Since many aspects of the temple ex-

perience are significantly different than

regular worship services, get the counsel

of your bishop to help prepare you. He
can arrange for a specially trained indi-

vidual to discuss important aspects of the

temple to help you understand and appre-

ciate more fully that sacred experience.
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Savor each ordinance separately

The endowment and sealing ordi-

nances of the temple are so gloriously

rich in meaning that you will want to

allow significant time to receive those

ordinances and to ponder their meaning.

You may want to divide them into two
temple visits. On your first visit, if possible,

take an endowed member of your family

or a close friend of your own gender to

escort you. Because of the sacred nature

of the temple experience, you would
want to limit those who accompany you
to a few family or close friends. Do not let

receptions, wedding breakfasts, fare-

wells, or other activities overshadow the

sacred temple experience. Above all, do
not be overly concerned. You will be
helped in every step by caring temple

workers. They will be intent on making
your visit the glorious experience you
anticipate.

Outside of the temple, we do not

speak of the specific, sacred matters that

unfold there. However, while within the

temple, there will be authorized individ-

uals to help answer your questions. On
your first visit you will receive carefully

prepared, specific instructions by autho-

rized individuals regarding those matters

which are not discussed outside of the

temple walls. May your first experience

in the temple be as moving and inspiring

as was mine. It will be, as you carefully

prepare.

Be worthy to receive the ordinances

Be worthy. To commit in courtship

intimate acts intended to unfold only

within the bonds of marriage is trans-

gression. Such activity offends the Holy
Ghost, lays the foundation for heartache

and disappointment, and could mask
traits or characteristics that could prove

conflictive or incompatible within the

covenant of marriage. Seeds of distrust

that mature into divorce and loss of temple

blessings are often sown through viola-

tion of the laws of personal purity. Don't

make that mistake.

Sealing creates a new family unit

When you are sealed forever in the

house of the Lord, a new family unit is

created. Parents, who have had direct re-

sponsibility for you since your birth, now
move into an advisory role. Their counsel

is precious now, but you and your eternal

companion now make the decisions to-

gether.

As a husband and worthy priesthood

bearer, you will want to emulate the ex-

ample of the Savior, whose priesthood

you hold. You will make giving of self to

wife and children a primary focus of your

life. Occasionally a man attempts to con-

trol the destiny of each family member.
He makes all the decisions. His wife is

subjected to his personal whims. Whether

that is the custom or not is immaterial. It

is not the way of the Lord. It is not the

way a Latter-day Saint husband treats his

wife and family.

Attend the temple regularly

How grateful I am that President

Hinckley has been inspired by the Lord

to construct new temples at an unprece-

dented rate so that the ordinances are

more accessible to members throughout

the world. If you have received temple

ordinances but do not now visit the

temple, even when there is one nearby,

with all the tenderness of my heart I

invite you to come back to the temple.

There are many reasons. It is a place of

peace, solitude, and inspiration. Regular

attendance will enrich your life with

greater purpose. It will permit you to

provide deceased ancestors the exalting

ordinances you have received. Go to the

temple. You know it is the right thing to

do. Do it now.
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Study, participate in the ordinances

The temple ordinances are so im-

bued with symbolic meaning as to provide

a lifetime of productive contemplation

and learning. Ponder each word and ac-

tivity in the temple. Study how they inter-

relate. As you ponder the significance of

those matters, think of them in light of

your relationship to the Savior and His

to our Father in Heaven. Contemplate
how the understanding you receive en-

hances your earth life by giving proper

emphasis on things which are critically

important.

Arrange to participate for deceased

ancestors in the sealing and other ordi-

nances as well as the endowment. I find

it helpful when receiving ordinances for

another to try and relate to that person

specifically. I think of him and pray that

he will accept the ordinance and benefit

from it. Do these things with a prayer in

your heart that the Holy Spirit will en-

hance your understanding and enrich

your life. Those worthy prayers will be

answered.

Keep hope for a temple marriage

May I share a personal experience to

help any who feel anguish when eternal

marriage is mentioned since you believe

your spouse will not prepare for that

sacred experience because of deeply

rooted characteristics or habits. About
five years into our marriage, we had a

growing experience. Our precious two-

year-old son Richard died while under-

going surgery to correct a congenital

heart defect. Within six weeks our
daughter Andrea passed away at birth.

My father, then not a member of the

Church, loved little Richard very much.

He said to my inactive mother, "I cannot

understand how Richard and Jeanene

seem to be able to accept the loss of

these children."

Mother, responding to a prompting,

said, "Kenneth, they have been sealed in

the temple. They know that their children

will be with them in the eternities if they

live righteously. But you and I will not

have our five sons because we have not

made those covenants."

My father pondered those words.

He began to meet with the stake mis-

sionaries and was soon baptized. In just

over a year Mother, Dad, and the children

were sealed in the temple. Later, Presi-

dent Kimball put his hands on my
father's head, promised him the vigor

and strength of youth, and gave him the

sealing power. He worked as a sealer for

11 years in the Washington D.C. Temple
with Mother at his side. You do your part.

Don't abandon hope for a temple mar-

riage.

If you are single and haven't identified

a solid prospect for celestial marriage,

live for it. Pray for it. Expect it in the

timetable of the Lord. Do not compro-
mise your standards in any way that

would rule out that blessing on this or

the other side of the veil. The Lord
knows the intent of your heart. His
prophets have stated that you will have

that blessing as you consistently live to

qualify for it. We do not know whether it

will be on this or the other side of the

veil. But live for it. Pray for it.

Eternal marriage brings joy

I know the exquisite joy that comes
from an eternal marriage sealed at a

temple altar through the holy sealing

power. When there is righteousness, a

commitment to give of self, obedience to

the commandments of God, and the

resolve to seek His will in all things to-

gether, that joy is unspeakable. I do not

have words to express the fulfillment

and peace that flow from such a supernal

experience, even when there is a tempo-
rary interruption of the glory of life
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together on earth. It is that joy and happi-

ness I want so much for each of you.

More importantly, that is what your Fa-

ther in Heaven wants for you.

Come to the temple now. It will

greatly bless your life and provide essen-

tial ordinances for those beyond the veil

that they cannot obtain by themselves.

I testify that with unimaginable suf-

fering and agony at an incalculable

price, the Savior earned His right to be

our Intermediary, our Redeemer, our

Final Judge. Through faith in Him and
receipt of the requisite ordinances and

covenants, you will earn your right to the

blessings of eternal marriage, made pos-

sible through His infinite Atonement. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Faust

Elders Neal A. Maxwell and Richard

G. Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles have just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will now
sing "Rejoice, the Lord Is King!" Follow-

ing the singing, Elder Stephen A. West
of the Seventy will address us. He will be
followed by Elder Robert J. Whetten, also

of the Seventy. Following Elder Whetten,

Elder Robert D. Hales of the Quorum of

the Twelve Apostles will address us.

The choir and congregation sang
"Rejoice, the Lord Is King!"

Elder Stephen A. West

Modern example of a good Samaritan

A few years ago, my wife and I

served as a resource to a little inner-city

branch of the Church that was composed
of about 35 members. The branch presi-

dent, Daniel Sawyer, a man I greatly

admire, may have been the only member
of that branch who had belonged to the

Church for more than three or four

years. Our meetings were held in a row
house in one of the most troubled neigh-

borhoods of a large eastern city. The
house was located on a street where
many buildings had been burned and
looted during the extensive riots in 1968,

and now, 25 years later, some of those

damaged or destroyed buildings still had

not been repaired or rebuilt. Up to the

front of the row house were a few exte-

rior stairs leading from the sidewalk up
through a door which opened to some
rooms that had been modified for use as

classrooms and as an office. Another

door opening right from the sidewalk led

down a few interior stairs to the base-

ment, which was furnished with a sacra-

ment table, a podium for the speaker,

and folding chairs. Some of the most
memorable Church experiences my wife

and I have had took place in that setting.

One Sunday right in the middle of

the branch sacrament meeting, a woman
walked in the door off the street. She
was a homeless woman who was wearing

dirty, ragged clothes, coughing, choking,

and blowing her nose into a filthy hand-
kerchief. In a loud, hoarse voice she said,

"I want to sing! I want to pray!" and
walked right to the front row and sat down
next to a member who was wearing a white

blouse, leaned against her, and laid her

head on her shoulder. The member im-

mediately put her arms around this guest

and held her in her arms throughout the

remainder of the meeting. It happened
that the speaker had been talking about

the parable of the good Samaritan 1
as


