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together on earth. It is that joy and happi-

ness I want so much for each of you.

More importantly, that is what your Fa-

ther in Heaven wants for you.

Come to the temple now. It will

greatly bless your life and provide essen-

tial ordinances for those beyond the veil

that they cannot obtain by themselves.

I testify that with unimaginable suf-

fering and agony at an incalculable

price, the Savior earned His right to be

our Intermediary, our Redeemer, our

Final Judge. Through faith in Him and
receipt of the requisite ordinances and

covenants, you will earn your right to the

blessings of eternal marriage, made pos-

sible through His infinite Atonement. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Faust

Elders Neal A. Maxwell and Richard

G. Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles have just spoken to us.

The choir and congregation will now
sing "Rejoice, the Lord Is King!" Follow-

ing the singing, Elder Stephen A. West
of the Seventy will address us. He will be
followed by Elder Robert J. Whetten, also

of the Seventy. Following Elder Whetten,

Elder Robert D. Hales of the Quorum of

the Twelve Apostles will address us.

The choir and congregation sang
"Rejoice, the Lord Is King!"

Elder Stephen A. West

Modern example of a good Samaritan

A few years ago, my wife and I

served as a resource to a little inner-city

branch of the Church that was composed
of about 35 members. The branch presi-

dent, Daniel Sawyer, a man I greatly

admire, may have been the only member
of that branch who had belonged to the

Church for more than three or four

years. Our meetings were held in a row
house in one of the most troubled neigh-

borhoods of a large eastern city. The
house was located on a street where
many buildings had been burned and
looted during the extensive riots in 1968,

and now, 25 years later, some of those

damaged or destroyed buildings still had

not been repaired or rebuilt. Up to the

front of the row house were a few exte-

rior stairs leading from the sidewalk up
through a door which opened to some
rooms that had been modified for use as

classrooms and as an office. Another

door opening right from the sidewalk led

down a few interior stairs to the base-

ment, which was furnished with a sacra-

ment table, a podium for the speaker,

and folding chairs. Some of the most
memorable Church experiences my wife

and I have had took place in that setting.

One Sunday right in the middle of

the branch sacrament meeting, a woman
walked in the door off the street. She
was a homeless woman who was wearing

dirty, ragged clothes, coughing, choking,

and blowing her nose into a filthy hand-
kerchief. In a loud, hoarse voice she said,

"I want to sing! I want to pray!" and
walked right to the front row and sat down
next to a member who was wearing a white

blouse, leaned against her, and laid her

head on her shoulder. The member im-

mediately put her arms around this guest

and held her in her arms throughout the

remainder of the meeting. It happened
that the speaker had been talking about

the parable of the good Samaritan 1
as
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the woman had come in. As this woman
coughed and choked, the speaker con-

tinued telling of the parable. As he came
to the end of his talk and was quoting

a relevant scripture, suddenly in a loud

voice this homeless woman finished giving

the verse that the speaker had begun. In

talking of this after sacrament meeting

with the speaker, we thought it had prob-

ably been a long time since someone had

affectionately put an arm around our vis-

itor. We wondered what better illustra-

tion you could have of the parable of the

good Samaritan than what we had just

seen, and we were reminded of the Sav-

ior's words that preceded His telling of

that parable: "Thou shalt love . . . thy

neighbour as thyself."
2

Modern example of the widow's mite

A second experience in the branch

dealt with a kind and conscientious

woman who faithfully turned in enve-

lopes containing a few coins for payment

of her tithing. One day as she came to

church, she was also holding in her hand

a plastic sandwich bag with a piece of

dried-up bread in it. She handed the

plastic bag to us and said: "If you are

going to belong to a church, you ought to

contribute. I can't contribute much, but I

can contribute the sacrament bread."

As we used her bread for the sacra-

ment, the whole experience carried an

additional meaning that day. Going
through my mind was the verse that

reads:

"And Jesus sat over against the trea-

sury, and beheld how the people cast

money into the treasury: and many that

were rich cast in much.

"And there came a certain poor
widow, and she threw in two mites, which

make a farthing.

"And he called unto him his disciples,

and saith unto them, Verily I say unto you,

That this poor widow hath cast more in,

than all they which have cast into the

treasury:

"For all they did cast in of their

abundance; but she of her want did cast

in all that she had, even all her living."
3

Example of giving to others

A third experience in the branch came
during a discussion the members were
having in Sunday School concerning

when you should give to those who ask

you for aid. One of the members, who
had come with his wife from Africa to

further his education, raised his hand
and told us of the following experience.

As he had been walking home in the

neighborhood, he had been approached

by a man who put a pistol to his chest

and demanded all his money. Our mem-
ber took the money from his pockets and
handed it over to the man and then said,

"If you need the money that badly, I

have more." He opened his briefcase

and took out additional money, which he

gave to the robber, saying, "Understand,

you are not taking this from me; I am
giving it to you in the name of the Lord
because you need it." He said the robber

looked at him in amazement, put the pis-

tol in his belt, and said, "Where do you
live? I'm going to walk you home be-

cause you're too good a man to be on
these streets, and you are not safe here."

As they started to walk to the mem-
ber's apartment, suddenly they were sur-

rounded by police cars because a woman
had seen the holdup from her apartment

window and had called the police. The
police arrested the robber and took him
away. Having been the victim, this mem-
ber was asked to be a witness later at the

trial of the robber. At the trial, he testified

that although the robber had demanded
his money, he had told him that he gave

the money to him in the name of the
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Lord and that if the robber needed it

that badly, he wanted him to have it.

Since then, when I hear the Savior's

words, "Him that taketh away thy cloke

forbid not to take thy coat also,"4 my
mind goes back not only to the Holy
Land but also to the hard streets in that

eastern city.

These are just a few small modern-
day experiences that were not witnessed

by many, but as they show, these were
some exemplary people who lived in dif-

ficult conditions. One of the members,
pointing to my 40-year-old Book of

Mormon, the leather cover of which had
largely torn away through wear, leaving

frayed corners and exposing the card-

board backing, said, "Many of those in

our branch are like your Book of Mormon,
tattered and worn on the outside, but

inside are great and important things."

A young girl's testimony of Jesus

Finally, may I tell you of a nine-year-

old Spanish-American girl I interviewed

one evening in Texas for baptism. I asked

her if she knew who Jesus was. Her an-

swer was, "Yes." "Who is He?" I asked.

Sweeping her hand over her head and
gesturing at everything in sight, she said,

"He owns all of this!" Could any nine-

year-old or perhaps any of us have
summed it up any better? In only five

words she had described the Savior with

simple clarity: "He owns all of this!"

When the interview was over, she told

her mother she did not want to leave the

chapel but wanted to stay and sleep that

night in "Jesus' house." "And this is life

eternal, that they might know thee the

only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom
thou hast sent."5

"Be not weary in well-doing"

The Savior said to His disciples in

the New World:

"Ye know the things that ye must do
in my church; for the works which ye
have seen me do that shall ye also do; for

that which ye have seen me do even that

shall ye do;

"Therefore, if ye do these things

blessed are ye." 6

In the meridian of time, among other

things, the Savior gave a touch here, a kind

word there, food (both real and spiritual)

to the hungry, advice and counsel to those

in need. He gave prayers with the fright-

ened, kindness to the passed-over, respect

and affection for the children, loving care

for those who are burdened. "And thus we
see that by small means the Lord can bring

about great things."7 "Wherefore, be not

weary in well-doing, for ye are laying the

foundation of a great work. And out of

small things proceedeth that which is

great." 8

In these times when so much of our

daily experience seems to point to a

world moving in the wrong direction, may
we take courage, faith, and comfort from
the small, quiet, and gentle acts of caring,

loving, humble, and dedicated followers

of Christ. May we similarly replicate in

our own lives the very lessons the Savior

taught almost 2,000 years ago is my
prayer, to which I add my testimony that

He lives, and I do it in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

NOTES
1. See Luke 10:30-37.
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7. 1 Nephi 16:29.

8. Doctrine and Covenants 64:33.


