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"but they would not . . . partake of the

fruit" (1 Nephi 8:17-18; see also 1 Nephi
8:35; 2 Nephi 5:20). Of all self-inflicted

punishments, this eight-word epitaph de-

scribes the most awful and consequential!

Partake of God's love

Mercifully, brothers and sisters, the

rich Restoration gives us added ways to

understand the dealings of God with His

children, including with each of us per-

sonally. We can partake of His love by
applying Jesus' glorious Atonement in

order to become more like Him. By lik-

ening precious scriptures to ourselves we
will hasten that precious process! May
we so do, in the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

President Hinckley

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve has just spoken to us.

We will now be pleased to hear from

Elder Ben B. Banks, a newly called mem-
ber of the Presidency of the Seventy, and

he will be followed by Sister Sharon G.

Larsen, second counselor in the Young
Women general presidency.

Elder Ben B. Banks

A lost lamb in New Zealand

Several years ago my wife, Susan,

and I had the opportunity to tour the

New Zealand Christchurch Mission with

President and Sister Melvin Tagg. Presi-

dent Tagg suggested that as part of the

mission tour we include a preparation

day and take a bus trip to see the beau-

tiful Milford Sound. As part of the trip

we stopped at several beautiful scenic

sites along the way. At one of those

stops, as we walked back to the bus, I

became curious about a group of pas-

sengers standing in a circle on the road

taking photographs. As I peered over the

people, I saw in the circle a frightened

little baby lamb on wobbly legs. It ap-

peared to be no more than a few hours

old. I have seen a lot of sheep in my life,

since my father-in-law was in the sheep

business. Consequently, I had no interest

in taking a photograph of a solitary

lamb, so I boarded the bus and waited.

After all the passengers finally

boarded the bus, the driver picked up the

frightened little lamb in his arms, held

it tenderly against his chest, and brought

it on the bus. He sat down, closed the

door, picked up his microphone, and said,

"Undoubtedly a band of sheep has gone

through here this morning, and this little

lamb has strayed. Perhaps if we take it

with us, we might find the band of sheep

farther up the road and return this baby

lamb to its mother."

We drove through several kilometers

of beautiful forests and finally came to a

beautiful meadow of tall, flowing grass.

Sure enough, there in the meadow was

a band of sheep feeding. The bus driver

stopped the bus and excused himself.

We all thought he would put the lamb

down on the side of the road and come
back, but he didn't. With the lamb in his

arms, he carefully and quietly walked out

through the grass toward the band of

sheep. When he got as close as he could

without disturbing them, he gently put

the lamb down and then remained in

the field to make sure the baby lamb re-

turned to the fold.

As he returned to the bus, he once

again picked up his microphone and

said, "Oh, can't you hear that mother
sheep saying, 'Oh, thank you, thank you,

thank you for bringing my lost lamb back

home to me!'"
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Parable of the lost sheep

As I think of this wonderful teaching

moment provided by the bus driver, my
thoughts turn to the parable the Lord
gave us of the lost sheep:

"Then drew near unto him all the

publicans and sinners for to hear him.

"And the Pharisees and scribes mur-
mured, saying, This man receiveth sin-

ners, and eateth with them.

"And he spake this parable unto
them, saying,

"What man of you, having an hun-
dred sheep, if he lose one of them, doth

not leave the ninety and nine in the wil-

derness, and go after that which is lost,

until he find it?

"And when he hath found it, he lay-

eth it on his shoulders, rejoicing.

"And when he cometh home, he call-

eth together his friends and neighbours,

saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for

I have found my sheep which was lost.

"I say unto you, that likewise joy

shall be in heaven over one sinner that

repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons, which need no repen-

tance" (Luke 15:1-7).

Reach out to the lost sheep

Our prophet today, President Gor-
don B. Hinckley, likewise shares with us

his concern about lost sheep:

"There are so many young people
who wander aimlessly and walk the tragic

trail of drugs, gangs, immorality, and the

whole brood of ills that accompany these

things. There are widows who long for

friendly voices and that spirit of anxious

concern which speaks of love. There are

those who were once warm in the faith,

but whose faith has grown cold. Many of

them wish to come back but do not know
quite how to do it. They need friendly

hands reaching out to them. With a little

effort, many of them can be brought back
to feast again at the table of the Lord.

"My brethren and sisters, I would
hope, I would pray, that each of us . . .

would resolve to seek those who need
help, who are in desperate and difficult

circumstances, and lift them in the spirit

of love into the embrace of the Church,

where strong hands and loving hearts

will warm them, comfort them, sustain

them, and put them on the way of happy

and productive lives" (in Conference
Report, Oct. 1996, 118; or Ensign, Nov.

1996, 86).

Reasons people stray from the faith

In light of our prophet's concern,

might we ask ourselves, "Why is it that

some who were once warm in the faith

have grown cold in the faith?"

If we are to succeed in the prophetic

mandate to perfect the Saints, we must
also succeed in our efforts to strengthen

those who have grown cold in their faith.

To begin this endeavor, it would be well

for us to know the feelings and reasons

why they do not attend meetings and
participate in the fellowship of the Saints.

Most active members believe that

less-active members behave differently

because they don't believe the Church's

doctrine. A study by the Church's Re-
search Information Division does not

support this assumption. It shows that al-

most all less-active members interviewed

believe that God exists, that Jesus is the

Christ, that Joseph Smith was a prophet,

and that the Church is true.

As part of another study, a group of

active members who previously had been
less active were asked why they did not

attend church. The most common rea-

sons given were:

• Feelings of unworthiness.

• Personal or family problems.
• Parents or spouse were less active.

• Teenage rebelliousness or laziness.

• Conflicts with work schedules.

• Church too far away, lacked trans-

portation.
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They were then asked what had in-

fluenced them to return to activity in

the Church. The most common answers

were:

• Faced with crisis in life.

• Overcame personal problems.
• The example of a spouse, girlfriend,

or boyfriend.

• Influence of family members.
• Wanted the gospel influence for fam-

fly.

• Fellowshipping from ward members,

moved to a new ward where people

cared about them. (See Research In-

formation Division comparison, Sept.

1999.)

Help the lost sheep return to the fold

I believe that every active member
of the Church knows a lost sheep who
needs the attention and love of a caring

shepherd.

President Hinckley has told us what

every new convert needs to remain ac-

tive in the Church: a friend, a responsi-

bility, and continued nourishing by the

good word of God. The lost sheep need
the exact same care and concern to help

them back to the fold.

I am acquainted with a family who
lost a son on a camping trip. When ini-

tial efforts failed to find him, the call for

help went out, and hundreds responded

to the call until the boy was safely back

in the arms of his mother and father. I

plead this morning that we will all have

that same kind of genuine care and love

to do all we can to bring back those pre-

cious sons and daughters who are lost to

Church activity.

The challenge before us is great. It

will require us to exercise increased faith,

energy, and commitment if we are to

reach these brothers and sisters. But we
must do it. The Lord is counting on us to

doit.

We must remember that change oc-

curs slowly. We all need to have patience,

offer fellowship and friendship, learn to

listen and love, and be careful not to

judge.

In every ward and branch there are

good, honest men and women. Many
don't know how to come back to church.

There are good fathers and mothers
among them. Many have one thing in

common: they are not the spiritual lead-

ers in their homes. When men and women
of faith visit these individuals and be-

come their friends and love them and

teach them the gospel, I believe they and

their families will come back.

Children often follow parents who stray

For the next few minutes I would
like to talk to those who have wandered
away from the fold. I am hopeful this

morning that perhaps a few of you who
are not fully active in the Church may be

listening to this session of conference.

You have in many instances formed new
associations and no longer keep Church
standards. Many of your children tread

in your paths and follow your example.

Children are not only largely dependent
on their parents for physical and emo-
tional support but for spiritual support

as well.

Twas a sheep not a lamb that strayed

away

In the parable Jesus told,

A grown-up sheep that strayed away
From the ninety and nine in the fold.

And why for the sheep should we
seek

And earnestly hope and pray?

Because there is danger when sheep

go wrong;

They lead the lambs astray.

Lambs will follow the sheep, you
know,

Wherever the sheep may stray.

When sheep go wrong, it won't take

long

Til the lambs are as wrong as they.
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And so with the sheep we earnestly

plead

For the sake of the lambs today,

For when sheep are lost, what a ter-

rible cost

The lambs will have to pay!

["The Echo," C. C. Miller, quoted in

Hugh B. Brown, The Abundant Life

(1965), 166-67]

The Lord said, "My sheep hear my
voice" (John 10:27). Likewise, your chil-

dren respond to your voice. No one can

effectively take your place as father and

mother. The story is told of "the six-year-

old who got lost from his mother in a large

supermarket [and] began to call franti-

cally, 'Martha, Martha.' When the mother

was found and they were reunited, she

said, 'Honey, you should not call me
Martha; I am "Mother" to you,' to which

the little fellow rejoined, 'Yes, I know, but

the store was full of mothers and I wanted

mine'" (Spencer W. Kimball, Faith Pre-

cedes the Miracle [1972], 117).

What a blessing it would be to your

family if you would harmonize your life

with the gospel. The decision to change

your life and return to activity and come
unto Christ is the most important deci-

sion you could make in this life.

Each soul is precious

In conclusion, a final word to those

who shepherd the flock. The Savior Him-

self in a revelation to the Prophet Joseph

Smith tells us in very personal terms how
valuable each soul is:

"Remember the worth of souls is

great in the sight of God;
"For, behold, the Lord your Redeem-

er suffered death in the flesh; wherefore

he suffered the pain of all men, that all

men might repent and come unto him.

"And he hath risen again from the

dead, that he might bring all men unto

him, on conditions of repentance.

"And how great is his joy in the soul

that repenteth!

"Wherefore, you are called to cry re-

pentance unto this people.

"And if it so be that you should labor

all your days in crying repentance unto

this people, and bring, save it be one soul

unto me, how great shall be your joy

with him in the kingdom of my Father!"

(D&C 18:10-15).

The Good Shepherd willingly gave

His life for His sheep, for you and me

—

yes, for all of us, that we might live eter-

nally with our Father in Heaven. I pray

that we will all follow the admonition
our Savior Jesus Christ gave to Peter

three times: "Feed my lambs. . . . Feed
my sheep. . . . Feed my sheep" (John

21:15-17). In the name of Jesus Christ,

amen.

Sister Sharon G. Larsen

Importance of using agency wisely

As we left our Father in Heaven's

presence and entered this world, we
brought with us a priceless, sacred, pre-

mortal, and eternal gift. It is this gift,

the gift of agency, about which I wish to

speak.

Agency is the power to think, choose,

and act for ourselves. It comes with end-

less opportunities, accompanied by re-

sponsibility and consequences. It is a

blessing and a burden. Using this gift of

agency wisely is critical today because

never in the world's history have God's

children been so blessed or so blatantly

confronted with so many choices.

Life was simpler years ago in my
hometown on the Canadian prairie. Our


