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These services are being relayed by

closed-circuit and satellite transmission

to holders of the priesthood gathered in

the Assembly Hall, the Joseph Smith
Memorial Building, the BYU Marri-

ott Center, the Missionary Training Cen-

ter, and in locations in many countries

throughout the world.

The singing during this session will

be furnished by the men of the Taber-

nacle Choir and BYU Men's Choir, un-

der the direction of Barlow Bradford and
Ronald Staheli, with John Longhurst at

the organ.

We shall begin this priesthood ses-

sion with the choir singing "I Love the

Lord." Following the singing, the invo-

cation will be given by Elder Marlin K.

Jensen of the Presidency of the Seventy.

The choir sang "I Love the Lord."

Elder Marlin K. Jensen offered the

invocation.

President Hinckley

Thank you, Brother Jensen. This

wonderful men's choir will now sing

"Sweet Is the Peace the Gospel Brings."

We shall then be pleased to hear from
Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles.

The choir sang

the Gospel Brings."

:

Sweet Is the Peace

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

Growing into priesthood responsibilities

I am very humbled by this great re-

sponsibility to address this body of breth-

ren who hold the priesthood of God. I

pray sincerely for the Spirit of the Lord
to attend us so that what I have to say

will sink deep into your hearts.

I love speaking to the brethren of

the priesthood, particularly to the young
men of our Church who hold the Aaronic

Priesthood. Believe it or not, it doesn't

seem all that long ago since I was a young
man. When I was a deacon, the ominous
signs of the Great Depression began to

appear. Tens of thousands lost their jobs.

Money was scarce. Families had to do
without. Some young people did not ask

their mothers, "What's for dinner?" be-

cause they knew all too well that their

cupboards held very little.

My parents were hardworking. They
made every penny stretch as far as pos-

sible. That was probably the major rea-

son everything they gave me was always

two or three sizes too large.

I was 12 years old when I received

my first pair of ice skates, so large that I

had to stuff a third of the toe space with

cotton.

When I took them out of the box, I

looked up and said, "Mother, I can't

skate with these."

"Be grateful for what you have, Jo-

seph," she'd say. And then the phrase I

had become so accustomed to hearing,

"Don't worry; you'll grow into them."

A year later, what I wanted more
than anything else was football shoulder

pads and a helmet. On Christmas morn-
ing I opened my packages, and there they

were—shoulder pads and a helmet, ex-

cept they were sized to fit Goliath, who,

by the way, was six cubits or about nine

feet tall.

"Mother, they're too big," I said.
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"Be grateful for what you have, Jo-

seph," she said again. "Don't worry; you'll

grow into them."

Prior to high school I played a lot of

neighborhood football. When I put on
the new equipment, the shoulder pads

hung so far over my shoulders that about

the only things they protected were my
elbows.

Even though I stuffed cotton and
newspaper in the helmet, it jostled every

time I took a step. When I ran, it would
turn and turn until the only way I could

see where I was going would be to look

out through the ear hole.

One time I rambled for a long gain

at full speed right into a tree. Each time

I was tackled, the helmet would spin

180 degrees and I'd get up looking like

my head had spun with it. Then I would
have to repack the cotton and newspa-

per as best I could, put it back on, and

head back to the huddle.

My father was truly a great man. I re-

member one day putting my feet in my
father's shoes. I was amazed at the size.

Would I ever be big enough to fill his

shoes? Could I ever grow into the man
my father was? I wondered.

I think back on those days with some
tenderness. Curiously enough, I also look

back with tenderness to my dear moth-

er's encouraging words, "Don't worry,

Joseph; you'll grow into them."

In a similar way, we all need to learn

how to "grow into" our responsibilities

as priesthood bearers.

Becoming men of the Lord

First, I want to tell you young men
that the Lord has His eye upon you. He
loves you. He knows you. He knows your

triumphs and your trials, your successes

and your heartaches.

He knows that at times you may look

at the challenges you may face and may
think they're too big to handle. He is,

however, willing and ready to help you

as you grow into the men you are to be-

come.

You may think at times the duties

you have as Aaronic Priesthood bearers

are insignificant or unimportant, but I

assure you they are not.

Everything you do in the Aaronic
Priesthood has a spiritual purpose and

is important to the Lord. Whenever you

exercise the priesthood, you are on the

Lord's errand, doing the Lord's business.

You go as His servant bearing His au-

thority to act in His name.

I remember when my father, who
was also my bishop, laid his hands upon
my head to confer upon me the Aaronic

Priesthood. I felt something special that

day. In the coming weeks that feeling

returned as I passed the emblems of the

sacrament to the members of our ward,

and I looked up to them as my ideals.

It came to my mind that I was doing

the very thing the Savior had done at the

Last Supper.

I would like to share with you five

principles that, if lived and incorporated

into your lives while you are young, will

ensure happiness and peace through-

out your lives, no matter what trials and

temptations come your way. These prin-

ciples are revealed by the Lord as coun-

sel to all of us who are striving to grow

into the kind of men He would have us

be.

Place Heavenly Father first

First, place Heavenly Father first in

your life. Remember the words of Alma
to his son Helaman: "O, remember, my
son, and learn wisdom in thy youth; yea,

learn in thy youth to keep the command-
ments of God." 1 The Savior reminded
us of that priority when He taught that

the first and greatest commandment is,

"Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with

all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and

with all thy mind." 2

It is essential that you know and un-

derstand that our Heavenly Father loves
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you like a son, because He is the Father

of your spirit. That makes you His literal

son, spiritually begotten of Him.
As such, you have inherited the po-

tential to become like Him. His greatest

desire is that you grow in this life line

upon line, becoming more like Him so

that one day you can return to His pres-

ence. Remember, it is God's work and
glory to bring to pass your immortality

and eternal life.
3

God's love is complete and without

limit for you and for all mankind.4 He is

perfectly just5 and merciful. 6 He is per-

fectly kind7 and understands your cir-

cumstances and condition. He knows you
better than you know yourself.

Because your Heavenly Father is

perfect, you can have complete faith in

Him. You can trust Him. You can keep

His commandments by continually striv-

ing to do so.

"Does that mean all of God's com-
mandments?" you might ask. Yes! All of

them!

Joseph Smith said, "[God] never will

institute an ordinance or give a com-
mandment to His people that is not cal-

culated in its nature to promote that

happiness which He has designed, and
which will not end in the greatest amount
of good and glory to those who become
the recipients of his law and ordinances." 8

God's commandments are not given

to limit or punish us. They are exercises

that create character and sanctify souls.

If we disregard them, we become spiri-

tually flabby and weak and without de-

fense. If we keep them, we can become
spiritual giants, strong and bold in righ-

teousness.

Do you take the time each day to

review your day's events with your Heav-

enly Father? Do you express to Him the

desires of your heart and your gratitude

for the blessings He pours out upon you?

Day-to-day obedience to God's com-
mandments is indispensable, and it pro-

tects us during mortality and prepares us

for the tremendous adventure that awaits

us on the other side of the veil.

Come unto Christ

Second, come unto Christ and follow

Him as your Savior and Redeemer. We
can come unto Christ as we learn to love

Him and as we study the scriptures dili-

gently. How do we show our love for

the Savior? He gave us the answer: "If ye

love me, keep my commandments." 9

Every one of you can read something

in the scriptures each day. You should

spend some time pondering and study-

ing the scriptures. It is better to read and

ponder even one verse than none at all. I

challenge each young man to read some-

thing in the scriptures every day for the

rest of your lives. Few things you do will

bring you greater dividends.

Learn of your Savior. Jesus Christ

suffered in the Garden of Gethsemane
more than you can comprehend. Will-

ingly and lovingly, He took upon Himself

not only our sins but the pains, sickness-

es, and sufferings of all mankind. 10 He
suffered similarly on the cross, where He
gave His life to pay the penalty for our

sins if we will repent. And then in His ul-

timate triumph, He was resurrected and
broke the bands of death, making the

Resurrection available to all.

The Atonement of Jesus Christ has

given the Savior the power to help you
grow into the young man He knows you
can be. It is through repentance that the

Atonement becomes operative in your
life.

The more you understand the Atone-

ment and what it means, the less likely

you will be to fall prey to temptations

of the adversary. No other doctrine will

bring greater results in improving be-

havior and strengthening character than

the doctrine of the Atonement of Jesus

Christ. It is central to God's plan and is

preeminent in the restored gospel.
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My sincere testimony as a special

witness is that I know Jesus is the Christ,

the Only Begotten of the Father, the Cre-

ator of heaven and earth, and our Lord
and Savior.

Seek the companionship of the Spirit

Third, nurture the companionship of
the Holy Ghost. The gift of the Holy
Ghost is one of the most precious gifts

you can receive in mortality. The Holy

Ghost can become your guiding light.

The Holy Ghost "will show unto you all

things what ye should do." 11 The Holy
Ghost can be helpful to you in any righ-

teous endeavor in which you are in-

volved, including in school and among
your friends.

However, the principal mission of

the Holy Ghost is to testify of our Heav-

enly Father and His Beloved Son, Jesus

Christ. If you are careful in keeping the

commandments, the Holy Ghost will

help you learn more about Heavenly Fa-

ther and Jesus Christ. He will enlighten

your mind as you ponder and study the

scriptures each day.

The promptings of the Holy Ghost

may come to you in a still, small voice.

You cannot grow into the man you must

become unless you first rise above the

things of the world that clamor for your

attention. For example, some of the

world's music is degrading, vulgar, and

inappropriate and will drown out the

promptings of the Holy Ghost. Bringing

into your body substances forbidden by

the Lord in the Word of Wisdom will

prevent you from feeling and recogniz-

ing the promptings of the Holy Ghost.

The failure to live a clean and chaste

life deadens the promptings of the Spirit.

Take your thoughts to higher levels than

the vulgar and immoral. Avoid objection-

able television shows and movies, evil

Internet sites, and all forms of entertain-

ment that portray or encourage immoral-

ity and violence. Shun pornography like a

deadly, contagious sin and disease. You
cannot afford to become addicted to its

bondage and slavery. It will drive the

Holy Ghost and His influence from your

life.

Love, learn more about Joseph Smith

Fourth, love and revere Joseph Smith

as the great prophet of the Restoration.

Since my youth I have always been im-

pressed by the fact that our Heavenly Fa-

ther and His Beloved Son, Jesus Christ,

would answer the heartfelt prayers of a

14-year-old boy who was searching for

the truth. Just as He answered Joseph

Smith's prayer, our Heavenly Father will

answer your prayers in His own time and

in His own way.

As you learn more about the Prophet

Joseph, you will learn that through him

the fulness of the everlasting gospel was

restored, including the keys of the priest-

hood. In addition, you will learn of the

greatness of his spirit, the compassion he

felt for those who suffered, and his grasp

of the mysteries of heaven and the work-

ings of our Heavenly Father and His Son,

Jesus Christ, among men.

The more I know of the Prophet
Joseph, the more I love him, the more I

yearn to follow his example, the more
I appreciate what our Father in Heaven
and His Son have done in restoring this

gospel that is destined to fill the earth in

these, the latter days.

Follow the living prophet

Fifth, love, follow, and be loyal to

God's living prophet. President Gordon
B. Hinckley is the successor and guardian

of those priesthood keys that were first

restored to the Prophet Joseph Smith. In

mortality, only one man at a time holds

and exercises all of the priesthood keys;

today that man is President Gordon B.

Hinckley.
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Follow the teachings of our modern-

day prophet. He is inspired of the Lord to

teach us those things that are necessary

for us to live happily and righteously.

A generation chosen, blessed by the Lord

My wonderful young brothers in the

gospel, I love you and have great respect

for you! You have been told often, and

I will say it again: You are a chosen gen-

eration. You have been raised up by the

Lord to carry His Church and kingdom
into the 21st century. You have been cho-

sen by the Lord to come forth on the

earth when wickedness and evil are very

powerful. But you are up to the challenge.

"I have every reason to regard you,"

said President Gordon B. Hinckley, "as

the greatest generation we've ever had
in this Church—notwithstanding all of

the temptations which you face." 12

That does not mean you will not face

your share of heartache, challenges, and
trial. Since the days when I first stuffed

cotton into my ice skates and put on
oversized shoulder pads and helmet, my
life has been filled with experiences and

challenges that seemed at the time too

big for me. Even today I can't help but

feel, every now and again, that the size

of the mantle I have been asked to wear
is perhaps too large.

But every day I try to put Heavenly

Father first in my life, I try to come unto

Christ and follow Him as my Savior and

Redeemer, I nurture the companionship

of the Holy Ghost, love and revere the

Prophet Joseph, and listen to and fol-

low God's prophet today. As I do those

things, I am confident the Lord will bless

me.

Even after all these years, I can still

hear the voice of my mother: "Be grateful

for what you have, Joseph. Don't worry;

you'll grow into it."

It is my prayer that we may all grow

into the priesthood and be the kind of

men our Heavenly Father wants us to be,

I pray in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Hinckley

Thank you, Brother Wirthlin. Our
next speaker will be Bishop Richard C.

Edgley of the Presiding Bishopric, and
he will be followed by Elder H. Bruce

Stucki of the Seventy.

Bishop Richard C. Edgley

True manhood must be earned

A few months ago I received a letter

from a family friend whom we had not

seen for many years. Her letter was an

expression of hopelessness and a plea for

help. After struggling to raise her chil-

dren as a single mother, she was now re-

married. Her nonmember husband was

a rough outdoorsman who attempted to

express his manhood through drinking,

foul language, tough talk, and question-


