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SUNDAY MORNING SESSION

The fourth general session of the

169th Semiannual General Conference

commenced at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday,

October 3, 1999. President Gordon B.

Hinckley conducted this session.

The Tabernacle Choir provided the

music, with Jerold Ottley and Craig Jes-

sop conducting and Richard Elliott at

the organ.

To begin the session, the choir sang

"Hail to the Brightness of Zion's Glad
Morning." President Hinckley then made
the following remarks.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

My dear brothers and sisters, we
welcome you to this fourth general ses-

sion of the 169th semiannual conference

of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints.

We extend our greetings to those of

you who are participating by radio, tel-

evision, cable, the Internet, or satellite

transmission. We are grateful to the own-

ers and operators of these facilities who
are broadcasting this conference.

We acknowledge the presence of

government, education, and civic lead-

ers, and members of the Church who
have assembled to worship together.

The music for this session will be
provided by the Tabernacle Choir, under

the direction of Jerold Ottley and Craig

Jessop, with Richard Elliott at the organ.

We take occasion to express special

appreciation to Brother Ottley, who has

served as the director of the Tabernacle

Choir for 25 years, and who will retire in

December, and also to his beloved wife

JoAnn, who has worked with him as

music trainer for the choir. What a mag-

nificent service they have given as they

have led this great institution through all

of these years.

We also express our gratitude to

Brother Robert Bowden, who retired in

September after 25 years of service as

musical director of the Mormon Youth
Chorus and Symphony.

The choir opened this session by

singing "Hail to the Brightness of Zion's

Glad Morning." They now will favor us

with "Sabbath Day." Following the sing-

ing, the invocation will be offered by El-

der John H. Groberg of the Seventy.

The choir sang "Sabbath Day."

Elder John H. Groberg offered the

invocation.

President Hinckley

Our first speaker will be President

James E. Faust, Second Counselor in

the First Presidency.

President James E. Faust

My dear brothers and sisters and
friends, I come to this pulpit grateful for

the inspiration and dedication of those

who built this sacred, holy, historic Tab-

ernacle. I pay tribute to President Brig-

ham Young, who was the guiding genius

in building this unique edifice and its

marvelous organ. At the same time, I

rejoice that under the inspired leadership

of President Hinckley, we are building a

magnificent house of worship to accom-

modate the needs of an ever-growing

Church. This new building is an expres-

sion of hope for the Church in the coming

century.
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Hope is the anchor of our souls

This morning "I would speak unto
you," as Mormon said, "concerning

hope." 1 There are tremendous sources

of hope beyond our own ability, learn-

ing, strength, and capacity. Among them
is the gift of the Holy Ghost. Through
the marvelous blessing of this member
of the Godhead, we can come to "know
the truth of all things." 2

Hope is the anchor of our souls. I

know of no one who is not in need of

hope—young or old, strong or weak, rich

or poor. In the Book of Mormon we are

exhorted, "Wherefore, whoso believeth

in God might with surety hope for a better

world, yea, even a place at the right hand
of God, which hope cometh of faith,

maketh an anchor to the souls of men,
which would make them sure and stead-

fast, always abounding in good works, be-

ing led to glorify God." 3

Nephi admonished those of his day,

"Wherefore, ye must press forward with

a steadfastness in Christ, having a perfect

brightness of hope, and a love of God
and of all men . . . , feasting upon the

word of Christ, and endure to the end,

behold, thus saith the Father: Ye shall

have eternal life." 4

Everybody in this life has challenges

and difficulties. That is part of our mor-
tal test. The reason for some of these tri-

als cannot be readily understood except

on the basis of faith and hope because
there is often a larger purpose which we
do not always understand. Peace comes
through hope.

Hope for an injured missionary

Few activities are safer than serving

a mission for The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints. Missionaries are

literally in the hands of the Lord. We
wish that all of them could be kept to-

tally out of harm's way all of the time,

but that is not realistic. Missionaries,

their families, and leaders trust fully in

the Lord's watch care, and when a rare

tragedy strikes, they are sustained by the

Spirit of Him whom they serve.

Last summer I visited Elder Orin
Voorheis at his parents' home in Pleas-

ant Grove, Utah. He is a big, handsome,

splendid young man who served in the

Argentina Buenos Aires South Mission.

One night, about 11 months into his

mission, some armed robbers accosted

Elder Voorheis and his companion. In a

senseless act of violence, one of them
shot Elder Voorheis in the head. For
days he hovered between life and death,

unable to speak, hear, move, or even
breathe on his own. Through the faith

and prayers of a host of people over a

long period of time, he eventually was
taken off life support and brought back

to the United States.

After months of extensive hospital-

ization and therapy, Elder Voorheis be-

came stronger, but he was still paralyzed

and unable to speak. Progress was slow.

His parents decided to bring their son

home and care for him in the loving at-

mosphere of their own family. However,

their modest home lacked the space or

equipment to give the needed therapy.

Many kind neighbors, friends, and bene-

factors pitched in to build an addition to

the home and provide physical therapy

equipment.

Elder Voorheis is still almost com-
pletely paralyzed and unable to speak,

but he has a wonderful spirit and can
respond to questions with hand move-
ments. He still wears his missionary

badge. His parents do not ask, "Why did

this happen to our noble son, who was
serving at the call of the Master?" No
one has a certain answer except perhaps

in circumstances where higher purposes

are served. We must walk in faith. We
recall the Savior's reply to the question,

"Who did sin, this man, or his parents,

that he was born blind?" The Savior an-

swered that no one was at fault but that

the works of God might be manifest in
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him. 5 Rather than harbor bitterness, the

members of the Voorheis family bow
their heads and say to the Lord, "Thy
will be done. We have been grateful for

him every day of his life, and with the

help of others we will willingly bear the

burden of caring for him."

My purpose in visiting Elder Voor-

heis was to join his father, his bishop, his

home teacher, and others in giving him
a blessing of hope. Some may ask, "Is

there hope for Elder Voorheis in this

life?" I believe there is great hope for

everyone! Sometimes we ask God for

miracles, and they often happen but not

always in the manner we expect. The
quality of Elder Voorheis's life is less

than desirable, but the influence of his

life on others is incalculable and ever-

lasting both here and in Argentina. In-

deed, after his accident the Kilometro 26

Branch, where he served in Argentina,

grew rapidly and quickly qualified for

the construction of a chapel.

Hope is trust in God's promises. It is

faith that if we act now, the desired bless-

ings will be fulfilled in the future. Abra-

ham "against hope believed in hope, that

he might become the father of many
nations." Contrary to human reason, he

trusted God, "fully persuaded" that God
would fulfill His promises of giving Abra-

ham and Sarah a child in their old age. 6

A young mother maintains hope

A few years ago, Sister Joyce Aud-
rey Evans, a young mother in Belfast,

Northern Ireland, was having trouble

with a pregnancy. She went to the hospi-

tal, where one of the nurses told her she

would probably lose the baby. Sister

Evans replied, "But I can't give up. . . .

You have to give me hope." Sister Evans
later recalled, "I couldn't give up hope
until all reason for hope was gone. It was
something I owed to my unborn child."

Three days later she had a miscar-

riage. She wrote:

"For one long moment, I felt noth-

ing. Then a profound feeling of peace

flowed through me. With the peace

came understanding. I knew now why I

couldn't give up hope in spite of all the

circumstances: you either live in hope or

you live in despair. Without hope, you

cannot endure to the end. I had looked

for an answer to prayers and was not

disappointed; I was healed in body and

rewarded with a spirit of peace. Never

before had I felt so close to my Heav-

enly Father; never before had I felt such

peace. . .

.

"The miracle of peace was not the

only blessing to come from this experi-

ence. Some weeks later, I fell to think-

ing about the child I had lost. The Spirit

brought to my mind the words from Gen-

esis 4:25: 'And she bare a son, and called

his name Seth: For God, said she, hath

appointed me another seed. . .
.'

"A few months later I became preg-

nant again. When my son was born, he

was declared to be 'perfect.'" He was
named Evan Seth.7

Sources of hope

Peace in this life is based upon faith

and testimony. We can all find hope from

our personal prayers and gain comfort

from the scriptures. Priesthood blessings

lift us and sustain us. Hope also comes
from direct personal revelation, to which

we are entitled if we are worthy. We also

have the security of living in a time when
a prophet who holds and exercises all

of the keys of God's kingdom is on the

earth.

Samuel Smiles wrote: " 'Hope is like

the sun, which, as we journey toward it,

casts the shadow of our burden behind

us.' . . . Hope sweetens the memory of

experiences well loved. It tempers our

troubles to our growth and our strength.

It befriends us in dark hours, excites us

in bright ones. It lends promise to the
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future and purpose to the past. It turns

discouragement to determination." 8

The unfailing source of our hope is

that we are sons and daughters of God
and that His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,

saved us from death. How can we know
that Jesus truly is our Savior and Re-

deemer? In human terms His reality is

almost undefinable, but His presence

can be known unequivocally by the Spirit

if we continually seek to live under the

shadow of His influence. In the Book of

Mormon we read the account of Aaron
expounding the gospel to Lamoni's fa-

ther. He told him, "If thou wilt bow down
before God . . . and call on his name in

faith, believing that ye shall receive, then

shalt thou receive the hope which thou

desirest." 9 The old king followed this

to the letter and received a witness of the

truth that Aaron had imparted. As a re-

sult, he and all his household were con-

verted and came to know the Lord.

Our greatest hope comes from the

knowledge that the Savior broke the

bands of death. His victory came through

His excruciating pain, suffering, and
agony. He atoned for our sins if we re-

pent. In the Garden of Gethsemane came
the anguished cry, "O my Father, if it be

possible, let this cup pass from me: nev-

ertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt." 10

Luke described the intensity of the agony:

"And being in an agony he prayed more
earnestly: and his sweat was as it were

great drops of blood falling down to the

ground." 11

Peter anchored his hope in Christ

All of us can find hope in Peter's

experience during the events leading to

the Crucifixion. Perhaps the Lord was

speaking to all of us when He said to Pe-

ter:

"Behold, Satan hath desired to have

you, that he may sift you as wheat:

"But I have prayed for thee, that thy

faith fail not: and when thou art con-

verted, strengthen thy brethren."

Peter responded, "Lord, I am ready

to go with thee, both into prison, and to

death."

Then the Savior told him, "Peter, the

cock shall not crow this day, before . . .

thou shalt thrice deny that thou knowest

me." 12

As Peter watched the events unfold,

he was identified as a disciple of Christ.

A maid said, "This man was also with

him," and Peter answered that he knew
Him not. Two others identified Peter as

His disciple. Peter again denied knowing
the Savior. And while he was speaking,

a cock crowed.

"And the Lord turned, and looked

upon Peter. And Peter remembered the

word of the Lord, how he had said unto

him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt

deny me thrice.

"And Peter went out, and wept bit-

terly." 13

This experience strengthened Peter

to the point that he would never fail again

and was known as the rock. His hope
became firmly anchored to an eternal

Rock, even our Redeemer, Jesus Christ. 14

As the chief Apostle, he carried the work
forward faithfully and valiantly.

As Peter gained hope after a mo-
ment of weakness, you, I, and everyone

can enjoy the hope that comes from the

knowledge that God truly lives. Such
hope springs from the belief that if we
have faith, somehow He will help us

through our challenges—if not in this

life, then surely in the life to come. As
Paul said to the Corinthians, "If in this

life only we have hope in Christ, we are

of all men most miserable." 15 In the eter-

nal scheme of things, wrongs will be
righted. In the perfect justice of the Lord,

all who live worthily will be compensated

for blessings not enjoyed here.
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Never a greater reason for hope

In my opinion, there has never been

in the history of this Church a reason

for so much hope for the future of the

Church and its members worldwide. I

believe and testify that we are moving to

a higher level of faith and activity than

there ever has been. I pray that each of

us will be found holding up our end of

the line in this great army of righteous-

ness. Each of us will come before the

Holy One of Israel and account for our

personal righteousness. We are told that

"he employeth no servant there." 16

There has come with my apostolic

calling a sure witness of the life and min-

istry of the Savior. I declare with Job, "I

know that my redeemer liveth." 17 My wit-

ness of this "is in heaven." 18 Jesus is the

Christ, the Savior of all mankind. Joseph

Smith was the inspired Prophet who re-

stored the saving keys, authority, and or-

ganization delegated to him under the

direction of God the Father and His Son,

the Lord Jesus Christ. Of this I testify in

the holy name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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The choir sang

Pray?"

:Did You Think to

President Hinckley

"So, when life gets dark and dreary,

don't forget to pray."

President James E. Faust has just

spoken to us, followed by that wonderful

hymn from the Tabernacle Choir. Elder

M. Russell Ballard of the Quorum of the

Twelve will now address us.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

False prophets will abound

Toward the end of the Savior's

earthly ministry, His disciples came to

Him with several questions concerning

the future: "Tell us . . . what shall be the

sign of thy coming, and of the end of the

world?" (Matthew 24:3).

Jesus responded:

"Take heed that no man deceive you.

"For many shall come in my name,
saying, I am Christ; and shall deceive

many.

"And ye shall hear of wars and ru-

mours of wars. . .

.

"... And there shall be famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers

places.

"All these are the beginning of sor-

rows" (Matthew 24:3-8).


