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President Gordon B. Hinckley

The Savior's place in a new millennium

What an exciting and wonderful
thing it is to step across the threshold of

the centuries. This will be our experience

before long. Even more exciting is our

opportunity to bridge the millennium
that is drawing to a close and greet a new
thousand years. I am overwhelmed with

a grand and solemn sense of history as I

contemplate this period.

It is only two millennia since the Sav-

ior walked the earth. It is a wonderful

acknowledgment of His place in history

that the calendar now in use throughout

most of the world places His birth as the

meridian of time. All that went before is

reckoned back from that date. All that

has happened since is measured forward

from that date.

Every time anyone uses a date, he

knowingly or unknowingly acknowledges

the coming to earth of the Son of God.

His birth, as it has been popularly de-

termined, marks the center point of the

ages, the meridian of time recognized

throughout the earth. As we use these

dates we pay no attention to it. But if we
pause to think, we must recognize that

He is the one sublime figure in all the

history of the world on which our mea-
surement of time is based.

Prophecies of the Savior's birth

In the centuries before He came to

earth there was prophecy of His com-
ing. Isaiah declared, "For unto us a child

is born, unto us a son is given: and the

government shall be upon his shoulder:

and his name shall be called Wonder-
ful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace"

(Isaiah 9:6).

King Benjamin, more than a century

before the Savior's birth, said this to his

people:

"For behold, the time cometh, and is

not far distant, that with power, the Lord
Omnipotent who reigneth, who was, and
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is from all eternity to all eternity, shall

come down from heaven among the chil-

dren of men, and shall dwell in a taber-

nacle of clay, and shall go forth amongst

men, working mighty miracles, such as

healing the sick, raising the dead, caus-

ing the lame to walk, the blind to receive

their sight, and the deaf to hear, and cur-

ing all manner of diseases. . .

.

"And he shall be called Jesus Christ,

the Son of God, the Father of heaven

and earth, the Creator of all things from

the beginning; and his mother shall be

called Mary" (Mosiah 3:5, 8).

It is small wonder that angels sang

at His birth and Wise Men traveled far

to pay Him homage.

He was the one perfect man to walk

the earth. He fulfilled the law of Moses
and brought a new canon of love to the

world.

His mother was mortal, and from
her came an inheritance of the flesh. His

Father was immortal, the Great God of

the Universe, through whom came His

divine nature.

An unparalleled act of mercy

The magnificent expression of His

love came in His death, when He gave

His life as a sacrifice for all men. That

Atonement, wrought in unspeakable pain,

became the greatest event of history, an

act of grace for which men gave nothing

but which brought the assurance of the

Resurrection to all who have or would

walk the earth.

No other act in all of human history

compares with it. Nothing that has ever

happened can match it. Totally unselfish

and with unbounded love for all man-
kind, it became an unparalleled act of

mercy for the whole human race.

Then with the Resurrection that first

Easter morn came the triumphal decla-

ration of immortality. Well was Paul able

to declare, "For as in Adam all die, even

so in Christ shall all be made alive" (1 Co-

rinthians 15:22). He not only granted the

blessing of the Resurrection to all, but

opened the way to eternal life to those

who observe His teachings and com-
mandments.

He was and is the great central fig-

ure of human history, the zenith of the

times and seasons of all men.

The darkness of the Apostasy

Before His death, He had ordained

His Apostles. They carried on for a pe-

riod. His Church was set in place.

The centuries rolled on. A cloud of

darkness settled over the earth. Isaiah

described it: "For, behold, the darkness

shall cover the earth, and gross darkness

the people" (Isaiah 60:2).

It was a season of plunder and suf-

fering, marked by long and bloody con-

flict. Charlemagne was crowned emperor
of the Romans in the year 800.

It was an age of hopelessness, a time

of masters and serfs.

The first thousand years passed, and

the second millennium dawned. Its ear-

lier centuries were a continuation of the

former. It was a time fraught with fear

and suffering. The great and deadly

plague of the 14th century began in Asia.

It spread to Europe and on up to Eng-

land. Everywhere it went there was sud-

den death. Boccaccio said of its victims,

"At noon [they] dined with their relatives

and friends, and at night they supped
with their ancestors in the next world!" 1

It struck terror into the hearts of people.

In five years it took the lives of 25 mil-

lion, one-third the population of Europe.

Events preceding the Restoration

Periodically it reappeared with its

dark and ghoulish hand striking indis-

criminately. But this was also a season

of growing enlightenment. As the years

continued their relentless march, the

sunlight of a new day began to break over
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the earth. It was the Renaissance, a mag-
nificent flowering of art, architecture,

and literature.

Reformers worked to change the

church, notably such men as Luther, Mel-

anchthon, Hus, Zwingli, and Tyndale.

These were men of great courage, some
of whom suffered cruel deaths because

of their beliefs. Protestantism was born
with its cry for reformation. When that

reformation was not realized, the reform-

ers organized churches of their own. They
did so without priesthood authority. Their

one desire was to find a niche in which
they might worship God as they felt He
should be worshiped.

While this great ferment was stirring

across the Christian world, political

forces were also at work. Then came the

American Revolutionary War, resulting

in the birth of a nation whose constitu-

tion declared that government should

not reach its grasping hand into matters

of religion. A new day had dawned, a

glorious day. Here there was no longer a

state church. No one faith was favored

above another.

Prophecies of the Restoration

After centuries of darkness and pain

and struggle, the time was ripe for the

restoration of the gospel. Ancient proph-

ets had spoken of this long-awaited day.

All of the history of the past had
pointed to this season. The centuries with

all of their suffering and all their hope
had come and gone. The Almighty Judge

of the nations, the Living God, deter-

mined that the times of which the proph-

ets had spoken had arrived. Daniel had
foreseen a stone which was cut out of

the mountain without hands and which
became a great mountain and filled the

whole earth (see Daniel 2:34-35).

"And in the days of these kings shall

the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed: and the

kingdom shall not be left to other people,

but it shall break in pieces and consume

all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for

ever" (Daniel 2:44).

Isaiah and Micah had spoken long

before when with prophetic vision they

saw our time:

"And it shall come to pass in the last

days, that the mountain of the Lord's

house shall be established in the top of

the mountains, and shall be exalted above

the hills; and all nations shall flow unto

it.

"And many people shall go and say,

Come ye, and let us go up to the moun-
tain of the Lord, to the house of the God
of Jacob; and he will teach us of his ways,

and we will walk in his paths: for out

of Zion shall go forth the law, and the

word of the Lord from Jerusalem" (Isa-

iah 2:2-3; see also Micah 4:2).

Paul had written of the whole pro-

cession of time, the parade of the cen-

turies, saying, "Let no man deceive you

by any means: for that day shall not

come, except there come a falling away

first" (2 Thessalonians 2:3).

He had further said of this day,

"That in the dispensation of the fulness

of times he might gather together in one

all things in Christ, both which are in

heaven, and which are on earth; even in

him" (Ephesians 1:10).

Peter foresaw the whole grand pano-

rama of the centuries when he declared

with prophetic vision:

"Repent ye therefore, and be con-

verted, that your sins may be blotted out,

when the times of refreshing shall come
from the presence of the Lord;

"And he shall send Jesus Christ,

which before was preached unto you:

"Whom the heaven must receive un-

til the times of restitution of all things,

which God hath spoken by the mouth of

all his holy prophets since the world be-

gan" (Acts 3:19-21).

All of these and others pointed to

this glorious season, this most wonderful

season in all the annals of human history,
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when there should come a day of restitu-

tion of true doctrine and true practice.

The dawning of the Restoration

That glorious day dawned in the year

1820, when a boy, earnest and with faith,

walked into a grove of trees and lifted

his voice in prayer, seeking that wisdom
which he felt he so much needed.

There came in response a glorious

manifestation. God the Eternal Father

and the risen Lord Jesus Christ appeared

and spoke with him. The curtains which

had been closed for much of two millen-

nia were parted to usher in the dispen-

sation of the fulness of times.

There followed the restoration of the

holy priesthood, first the Aaronic and
then the Melchizedek, under the hands
of those who had held it anciently. An-
other testament, speaking as a voice from
the dust, came forth as a second witness

to the reality and the divinity of the Son
of God, the great Redeemer of the world.

Keys of divine authority were re-

stored, including those keys which were
necessary to bind together families for

time and eternity in a covenant which
death could not destroy.

The stone was small in the begin-

ning. It was hardly noticeable. But it has

grown steadily and is rolling forth to fill

the earth.

The greatest of all ages

My brethren and sisters, do you real-

ize what we have? Do you recognize our

place in the great drama of human his-

tory? This is the focal point of all that

has gone before. This is the season of

restitution. These are the days of res-

toration. This is the time when men from
over the earth come to the mountain of

the Lord's house to seek and learn of

His ways and to walk in His paths. This

is the summation of all of the centuries

of time since the birth of Christ to this

present and wonderful day:

The morning breaks, the shadows
flee;

Lo, Zion's standard is unfurled!

The dawning of a brighter day . .

.

Majestic rises on the world.

["The Morning Breaks," Hymns, no. 1]

The centuries have passed. The lat-

ter-day work of the Almighty, that of

which the ancients spoke, that of which

the prophets and apostles prophesied, is

come. It is here. For some reason un-

known to us, but in the wisdom of God,

we have been privileged to come to earth

in this glorious age. There has been a

great flowering of science. There has

been a veritable explosion of learning.

This is the greatest of all ages of human
endeavor and human accomplishment.

And more importantly, it is the season

when God has spoken, when His Be-

loved Son has appeared, when the divine

priesthood has been restored, when we
hold in our hand another testament of

the Son of God. What a glorious and
wonderful day this is.

God be thanked for His generous

bestowal upon us. We thank Him for

this wondrous gospel, whose power and
authority reach even beyond the veil of

death.

Given what we have and what we
know, we ought to be a better people

than we are. We ought to be more Christ-

like, more forgiving, more helpful and

considerate to all around us.

Our place in history

We stand on the summit of the ages,

awed by a great and solemn sense of

history. This is the last and final dispen-

sation toward which all in the past has

pointed. I bear testimony and witness of

the reality and truth of these things. I

pray that every one of us may sense the

awesome wonder of it all as we look for-

ward shortly to the passing of a century

and the death of a millennium.
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Let the old year go. Let the new year

come. Let another century pass. Let a

new one take its place. Say good-bye to

a millennium. Greet the beginning of an-

other thousand years.

And so we shall go forward on a con-

tinuing path of growth and progress and

enlargement, touching for good the lives

of people everywhere for as long as the

earth shall last.

At some stage in all of this onward
rolling, Jesus Christ will appear to reign

in splendor upon the earth. No one knows
when that will be. Not even the angels in

heaven will know of the time of His re-

turn. But it will be a welcome day.

Come, O thou King of Kings!

We've waited long for thee,

With healing in thy wings,

To set thy people free.

Come, thou desire of nations, come;

Let Israel now be gathered home.

["Come, O Thou King of Kings,"

Hymns, no. 59]

May God bless us with a sense of our

place in history and, having been given

that sense, with our need to stand tall

and walk with resolution in a manner be-

coming the Saints of the Most High, is

my humble prayer in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

NOTE
1. The Decameron of Giovanni Boccaccio,

trans. Richard Aldington (1930), 7.

The choir sang "Prayer Is the Soul's

Sincere Desire."

Elder Merrill J. Bateman offered the

benediction.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

The fifth session of the 169th Semi-

annual General Conference commenced
at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 3, 1999.

This session was conducted by President

James E. Faust, Second Counselor in

the First Presidency.

The Tabernacle Choir provided the

music, with Jerold Ottley and Mack Wil-

berg conducting and Clay Christiansen at

the organ.

President Faust made the following

remarks as the meeting began.

President James E. Faust

We welcome you this afternoon to

the fifth and concluding session of the

169th Semiannual General Conference
of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. President Gordon B. Hinck-

ley, who presides at this conference, has

asked that I, Brother Faust, conduct this

session.

We extend our greetings and bless-

ings to members of the Church and many
friends everywhere who are participat-

ing in these proceedings by radio, tele-

vision, cable, the Internet, or satellite

transmission.

The music for this session will be
provided by the Tabernacle Choir, under

the direction of Jerold Ottley and Mack
Wilberg, with Clay Christiansen at the

organ.

The choir will open these services

by singing "Guide Us, O Thou Great
Jehovah." Following the singing, the

invocation will then be offered by Elder


