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His Holy name, even the name of Jesus Elder Val R. Christensen offered

the Christ, amen. the benediction.

The choir sang "The Spirit of God."

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

The fifth session of the 170th An-
nual General Conference convened in

the Conference Center at 2:00 P.M. on
Sunday, April 2, 2000. This session was
conducted by President Thomas S. Mon-
son, First Counselor in the First Presi-

dency.

The Tabernacle Choir provided the

music for this session. Craig Jessop and
Barlow Bradford directed the choir, and
Linda Margetts was the organist.

President Monson made the follow-

ing remarks as the meeting began.

President Thomas S. Monson

We welcome you this afternoon to

the fifth and concluding session of the

170th Annual General Conference of

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. President Gordon B. Hinck-

ley, who presides at this conference, has

asked that I, Brother Monson, conduct

this session.

We extend our greetings and bless-

ings to members of the Church and many
friends everywhere who are participating

in these proceedings by radio, television,

cable, the Internet, or satellite transmis-

sion.

The music for this session will be

provided by the Tabernacle Choir, under

the direction of Craig Jessop and Barlow

Bradford, with Linda Margetts at the or-

gan. The choir will open these services

by singing "Rejoice, the Lord Is King!"

Following the singing, the invocation will

be offered by Elder Richard J. Maynes
of the Seventy.

The choir sang "Rejoice, the Lord Is

King!"

Elder Richard J. Maynes offered the

invocation.

President Monson

The Tabernacle Choir will now sing

"Come unto Him." Following the sing-

ing, Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles will be our

first speaker.

The choir sang "Come unto Him."

With all of you, brothers and sisters, I

express appreciation to President Hinck-

ley for his tireless shaping of the Church's

future, of which this Conference Center

is emblematic.

Elder Neal A. Maxwell

Becoming spiritually content

In just a few words, a major insight

came to the conscientious and the con-

verted through Alma: "For I ought to be
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content with the things which the Lord
hath allotted unto me" (Alma 29:3). How-
ever, just prior, Alma urgently desired to

be the "trump of God" so that he might

"shake the earth" (Alma 29:1). But not

because of ego; in fact, Alma wanted to

declare repentance and the plan of re-

demption to all mankind so that there

might be no more human sorrow (see

Alma 29:2). Yet Alma's contentment
rested on the reality that God finally al-

lots to us according to our wills (see Alma
29:4). What could be more fair?

Thus becoming content with his call-

ing, Alma then meekly hoped to be an
instrument to help save some soul (see

Alma 29:9). A significant spiritual jour-

ney is thus reflected in but nine solilo-

quy-like verses.

The same contentment awaits us if

our own desires can be worked through

and aligned.

What some mortals are allotted in-

cludes, for instance, very reduced chances

because of poverty: "And the people be-

gan to be distinguished by ranks, accord-

ing to their riches and their chances for

learning; yea, some were ignorant be-

cause of their poverty, and others did

receive great learning because of their

riches" (3 Nephi 6:12).

Furthermore, malevolent, human so-

cial structures have included, in the past,

tragic constraints like slavery and con-

centration camps.

Nevertheless, we are to do what we
can within our allotted "acreage," while

still using whatever stretch there may be

in any tethers. Within what is allotted to

us, we can have spiritual contentment.

Paul described it as "godliness with con-

tentment," signifying the adequate pres-

ence of attributes such as love, hope,

meekness, patience, and submissiveness

(1 Timothy 6:6).

Bearing limitations and deprivations

Yet there are other fixed limitations

in life. For instance, some have allot-

ments including physical, mental, or geo-

graphic constraints. There are those who
are unmarried, through no fault of their

own, or yearning but childless couples.

Still others face persistent and unrecon-

ciled relationships within their circles of

loved ones, including offspring who have

"[become] for themselves," resistant to

parental counsel (3 Nephi 1:29). In such

and similar situations, there are so many
prickly and daily reminders.

Being content means acceptance

without self-pity. Meekly borne, however,

deprivations such as these can end up
being like excavations that make room
for greatly enlarged souls.

Some undergo searing developments

that cut suddenly into mortality's status

quo. Some have trials to pass through,

while still others have allotments they are

to live with. Paul lived with his "thorn in

the flesh" (2 Corinthians 12:7).

Suffice it to say, such mortal allot-

ments will be changed in the world to

come. The exception is unrepented sin

that shapes our status in the next world.

Doing all we can within our allotment

Thus, developing greater content-

ment within certain of our existing con-

straints and opportunities is one of our

challenges. Otherwise we may feel under-

used, underwhelmed, and underappreci-

ated—while, ironically, within our givens

are unused opportunities for service all

about us. Neither should we pine away,

therefore, for certain things outside God's

givens, such as for the powerful voice of

an angel, because there is so much to do

within what has been allotted to us (see

Alma 29:3-4). Furthermore, varied as our

allotted circumstances may be, we can

still keep the commandments of God!
Meanwhile, we serve as each other's

clinical material in the particular sample

of humanity constituting what is "allot-

ted unto [us]." The sample may shrink or

swell, but most important is what we are

and what we do within those varied alloca-
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tions and in the particular "work to which

[we] have been called" (Alma 29:6).

Thus, "the holy present" contains the

allotted acres for our discipleship. We
need not be situated in prime time with

prime visibility in order to work out our

own salvation!

Learning the necessary lessons of life

In contrast, however, as to improving

our behavior, there are no borders that

we cannot cross and no shortage of visas

for those willing to venture!

Incremental improvement is, there-

fore, the order of the day, and it clearly

requires the accompaniment of the Lord's

long-suffering as we struggle to learn the

necessary lessons.

Mary, having been told some won-
drous things about herself and what lay

ahead, nevertheless "kept all these things,

and pondered them in her heart" (Luke

2:19). Pondering often precedes content-

ment.

Performance is what matters, not the

size of the stage. The Sea of Galilee, only

13 miles by 7, was nevertheless large

enough to provide the disciples with a

vital experience involving faith and walk-

ing on the water (see Matthew 14:22-33).

The wind was boisterous and frightening!

Even so, compare the size of those Gali-

lean swells and the length of that storm

with what Nephi and party had to endure

on the vast ocean! (see 1 Nephi 18:13-21).

Yet both episodes provided the needed

learning experiences. Of course, I should

be careful about comparisons involving

excesses of water, realizing Noah is in the

historical audience!

Thus, less spectacular episodes, just

as good individuals with lower profiles,

are "no less serviceable" in order to get

the job done (Alma 48:19).

On a larger scale, for instance, the

prophet Mormon at first thought his

people were sorrowing unto repentance

(see Mormon 2:12-13). Yet he soon dis-

cerned that theirs was not actually the

sorrowing unto repentance but the "sor-

rowing of the damned," stranding them
in a "no-man's-land." Compare that epi-

sode to the prodigal son's solitary work-

ing through of his own repentance; since

his sorrow was real, he truly "came to

himself" (Luke 15:17). Sometimes we
learn "by sad experience," but sometimes

not! (D&C 121:39).

Responses matter, not allotments

Life's necessary defining moments
come within our allotments, and we make
"on the record" choices within these al-

lotments. Our responses are what mat-

ter. Sufficient unto each life are the tests

thereof! (see Matthew 6:34).

Meanwhile, people regularly sell their

souls for much less than the whole world.

In Robert Bolt's A Man for All Seasons,

Sir Thomas More is soon to be martyred,

partly because his friend Rich, having

been bought off by a local office, has

betrayed him. More, "looking into Rich's

face, with pain and amusement," speaks:

"For Wales? Why, Richard, it profits a

man nothing to give his soul for the

whole world . . . But for Wales!" (A Man
for All Seasons [1960], 92). Let this same
rebuke hold for any preoccupation which

preempts us from spiritual things!

Ponder how Jesus was and is the Lord

of the universe (see D&C 45:1; 76:24;

Moses 1:33; 2:1). Yet His ministry, as

we all know, was accomplished in a very

tiny geographical space. His ministerial

travels were very limited. Yet therein the

Savior accomplished the Atonement for

all of mankind! There were certainly

much more prominent hills than Gol-

gotha and much more resplendent gar-

dens than Gethsemane. No matter; these

were sufficient to host the central act of

all human history!

We can draw upon that glorious

Atonement by repenting. We can learn

to serve and to forgive within our sample

of humanity, including settings no larger

than the family or friendships.
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God's justice and mercy are perfect

The justice and mercy of God will

have been so demonstrably perfect that

at the Final Judgment there will be no
complaints, including from those who
once questioned what God had allotted

in the mortal framework (see 2 Nephi
9:14-15; Alma 5:15-19; 12:3-14; 42:23-

26, 30).

Hence, we can and "ought to be con-

tent with the things . . . allotted unto [us]"

(Alma 29:3), being circumstantially con-

tent but without being self-satisfied and
behaviorally content with ourselves (see

3 Nephi 12:48; 27:27; Matthew 5:48).

Such contentment is more than shoul-

der-shrugging passivity. It reflects our

participative assent rather than uncaring

resignation.

The Lord knows our circumstances

and the intents of our hearts, and surely

the talents and gifts He has given us. He
is able to gauge perfectly how we have

performed within what is allotted to us,

including by lifting up some of the many
surrounding hands that hang down.
Thus, yearning for expanded opportuni-

ties while failing to use those at hand is

bad form spiritually.

What we could and have done within

our allotted acreage, therefore, is known
perfectly by the Master of the vineyard.

Be meek and willingly obedient

Their meekness and larger capacity

for spiritual contentment may be one rea-

son why God uses the weak of the world

to accomplish His work (see D&C 1:19,

23; 35:13; 133:58-59; 1 Corinthians 1:27).

The worldly are usually not very inter-

ested in doing what they regard as the

Lord's lowly work anyway.

Significantly, too, the Lord refuses to

intimidate by sending legions of angels

in order to ensure that individuals do His

will (see Matthew 26:47-53). His will is

to be done "because of the word," not

because we are compelled (Alma 36:26).

The rule has been, is, and will remain
"Nevertheless, thou mayest choose for

thyself" (Moses 3:17). The Lord wants

conversion without intimidation.

Let us remember in our age of spin,

the only spin God desires is our freely

turning away from sin and turning to

Him. Therefore, the Lord does not seek

to overwhelm us but instead to help us

overcome the world! (see D&C 64:2; Rev-

elation 3:21).

Thus, within our allotments we see

how the saintly display kindness even

within barbed-wire circumstances, yet

others have barbed attitudes even within

opulence. Meanwhile, the discontented

continue to build their own pools of self-

pity, some Olympic size.

The Atonement brings contentment

We see something else in Alma's
inspired and instructive episode. Alma
acknowledges that God has placed indi-

viduals in every nation who can preach

and teach His word (see Alma 29:8).

Thus, if we press too much, too often,

and too hard for enlarged personal roles,

we could actually shrink the field of ac-

tion needed by others. Furthermore, our

trusting contentment lets the Holy Ghost

have precious time in which to do His

special work.

When spiritually aligned, a poise can

come, even when we do not know "the

meaning of all things" (1 Nephi 11:17).

Such contented assurance produces not

arrogance but quiet acceptance, which

is its own form of being "anxiously en-

gaged" but without all the bells and whis-

tles (D&C 58:27; see also verse 28).

However, this spiritual contentment

rests on our accepting the Atonement of

Jesus, because we "have come to a knowl-

edge of the goodness of God, and his

matchless power, and his wisdom, and his

patience, and his long-suffering towards

the children of men; and also, the atone-

ment which has been prepared from the

foundation of the world" (Mosiah 4:6).
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Again, brothers and sisters, seeing

Alma move from wanting to be a "trump"

to being a humble "instrument" and from

wanting to "shake the earth" to perhaps

bringing "some soul to repentance" is a

stunning transition! Furthermore, isn't it

wonderful that we are permitted to grow,

whether that growth is expressed in the

space of nine verses or in a lifetime?

Anna Jo's allotment and faith

Colleen and I have a special grand-

daughter, Anna Josephine, who was born

without a left hand. The other day a con-

versation was overheard between Anna
Jo, almost five, and her cousin Talmage,

three. Talmage said reassuringly as they

played together, "Anna Jo, when you
grow up you will have five fingers." Anna
Jo said, "No, Talmage, when I grow up I

won't have five fingers, but when I get to

heaven I will have a hand."

If Anna Jo, who has difficult days

ahead, stays steady within what has been
allotted to her, she will continue to be a

great blessing to many people!

How blessed we are that Alma's
words have been preserved for all of us.

May we liken Alma's words to ourselves

(see 1 Nephi 19:23). I pray for this in the

name of Him who counts all sparrows

and all fingers and yet is the Lord of the

universe, even Jesus Christ, amen!

President Monson

Elder Neal A. Maxwell of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles has just spo-

ken to us.

We will now hear from Elder Jeffrey

R. Holland of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles. He will be followed by Elder

Yoshihiko Kikuchi of the Seventy.

Elder Jeffrey R. Holland

Elder Maxwell, we thank our Father

in Heaven for the miraculous extension

of your apostolic ministry. We are grate-

ful that the declaration of your testimony

has continued on into this beautiful new
pavilion. We love you, and we pray for

you.

And President Hinckley, on behalf of

nearly 11 million members of this Church,

may we thank the Lord for the extension

of your ministry. I remember explicitly

the groundbreaking service for this build-

ing you conducted just under three years

ago. In his benediction at that service,

President Boyd K. Packer asked for safety

in construction, beauty in completion, and

then one more favor of heaven. He asked,

President, that you would be allowed to

see this sight now before our eyes, preside

at this pulpit, and declare your testimony

here. We all thank heaven for you and for

that answer to prayer.

As doves to the windows

These are surely some of the days

which our faithful and farsighted ances-

tors saw in the earliest years of the Res-

toration. In a general conference of the

Church in April 1844, the brethren re-

called those first gatherings of 1830. One
of them said:

"We [talked] about the kingdom of

God as if we had the world at our com-
mand; we talked with great confidence,

and talked big things, although we were
not many [in number]; ... we looked

[and] if we did not see this [congrega-

tion], we saw by vision, the church of

God, a thousand times larger [than it was
then], although [at the time] we were not

enough to well man a farm, or meet a

woman with a milk pail. . . . All the mem-
bers [of the Church] met in conference,

in a room 20 feet square. . . . We talked


