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Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin

Importance of individual testimonies

Once again we gather in this won-
drous Conference Center and in many
other places throughout the world. Dur-

ing this conference we will hear and have

heard the testimonies of many servants

of the Lord. Concerning testimony, the

Psalmist wrote, "The law of the Lord is

perfect, converting the soul: the testi-

mony of the Lord is sure." 1

For Latter-day Saints, a testimony is

"the assurance of the reality, truth, and
goodness of God, of the teachings and
atonement of Jesus Christ, and of the di-

vine calling of latter-day prophets. ... It

is knowledge buttressed by divine per-

sonal confirmation by the Holy Ghost." 2

Expressions of solemn testimony
have long been important to the children

of God upon the earth. Individual testi-

monies have strengthened this Church
from its earliest days.

Story of John Taylor's conversion

One evening in April 1836, for ex-

ample, Elder Parley P. Pratt had retired

early with pressing worries and a heavy

heart. He didn't know how he was going

to meet his financial obligations. His

wife had been seriously ill, and his aged

mother had come to live with him. A
year earlier the house he had been build-

ing had gone up in flames.

While he was deep in thought, a

knock came at the door. Elder Heber C.

Kimball entered and, filled with the spirit

of prophecy, told Elder Pratt that he
should travel to Toronto, Canada, where
he would "find a people prepared for the

fulness of the gospel" and that "many
[would] be brought to the knowledge of

the truth."3

Despite his worries, Elder Pratt de-

parted. When he arrived in Toronto, at

first no one seemed interested in hearing

what he had to say.

Among those he met was John Tay-

lor, who had been a Methodist preacher.

John received Elder Pratt courteously but

coolly. John Taylor had heard distorted

rumors about a new sect, their "golden

bible," and stories of angels appearing to

an "unlearned youth, reared in the back-

woods of New York." 4

A wise man, John Taylor had been
seeking the truth all his life. He listened to

what Elder Pratt had to say. Among other

things, the stranger from America prom-

ised that anyone who investigated the

gospel could know for himself, through

the influence of the Holy Ghost, that it

was true. At one point John Taylor asked:

"What do you mean by this Holy Ghost?

. . . [Will it give] a certain knowledge of

the principles that you believe in?"

The Apostle replied, "Yes, . . . and if

it will not, then I am an impostor." 5

Hearing this, John Taylor took up the

challenge, saying, "If I find his religion

true, I shall accept it, no matter what the

consequences may be; and if false, then I

shall expose it."
6

Not only did he accept the challenge,

but he "received that Spirit through obe-

dience to the Gospel." 7 Soon he knew for

himself what millions of others have since

known—that the gospel of Jesus Christ

has been restored to the earth.

Eventually this man who had devoted

his entire life to seeking the truth became
the third President of The Church of Je-

sus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

The Holy Ghost will confirm truth to all

Over time, much in the world has

changed. One thing, however, remains

the same: the promise Elder Parley P.

Pratt made to John Taylor 164 years ago

is just as valid today as it was then—the
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Holy Ghost will confirm the truths of the

restored gospel of Jesus Christ.

Logic itself affirms that a loving

Heavenly Father would not abandon His

children without providing a way for

them to learn of Him. One of the great

messages of the Restoration is that the

windows of heaven are open. All who
seek to know the truth may, through rev-

elations of the Spirit, know for them-

selves.

We are blessed to live in an age when
apostles and prophets walk the earth

bearing solemn and certain testimony

that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. Many
members—millions strong—add their

voices to the growing chorus testifying

that God once again has spoken to man.
President Joseph F. Smith declared:

"Every person should know that the gos-

pel is true, as this is everyone's privilege

who is baptized and receives the Holy
Ghost. ... I know that the gospel is true,

and that God is with his people; and that

if I will do my duty and keep his com-
mandments, the clouds will roll by, and
the mists will disappear." 8

How to acquire a testimony

How does one acquire a personal tes-

timony?

Study the words of Moroni. He lived

more than 1,500 years ago. This prophet

had watched as his people were slaugh-

tered and utterly devastated by civil war
—his nation in ruins; his friends and loved

ones slain; his own father, a great general

and a righteous man, killed.

This great prophet, Moroni, having

lost all that he loved, stood alone. The last

of his people, he was the lone witness to

the desolation and heartbreak that result

from hatred and rage.

He had precious little time and space

on his plates to write a few final words.

His own people destroyed, Moroni wrote

for our day. To us he inscribed his pre-

cious words of farewell—his final words

of counsel:

"Behold, I would exhort you," he

wrote, "that when ye shall read these

things, ... ye would remember how mer-

ciful the Lord hath been unto the chil-

dren of men. . . . Ponder it in your hearts.

"And when ye shall receive these

things, I would exhort you that ye would

ask God, the Eternal Father, in the name
of Christ, if these things are not true; and

if ye shall ask with a sincere heart, with

real intent, having faith in Christ, he will

manifest the truth of it unto you, by the

power of the Holy Ghost." 9

Would that every ear could hear the

last testimony of Moroni, this giant among
men, this humble servant of God.

Do you want to know the truth of the

holy scriptures? Do you wish to break

the barriers that separate mortals from

the knowledge of eternal verities? Do you

wish to know—really know—the truth?

Then follow Moroni's counsel and you

will surely find what you seek.

Be sincere. Study. Ponder. Pray sin-

cerely, having faith.

If you do these things, you too will

be able to stand with the millions who tes-

tify that God once again speaks to man
on earth.

Continue until you receive a testimony

A testimony of the truth of the gos-

pel does not come the same way to all

people. Some receive it in a unique, life-

changing experience. Others gain a testi-

mony slowly, almost imperceptibly, until

one day they simply know.

Study the words of President David

O. McKay, who tells of how, in his youth,

he knelt and "prayed fervently and sin-

cerely and with as much faith as a young

boy could muster" that "God would de-

clare to [him] the truth of his revelation

to Joseph Smith."

President McKay related that when
he arose from his knees, he had to admit

that "no spiritual manifestation has come
to me. If I am true to myself, I must say



ELDERJOSEPH B. WIRTHLIN 29

I am just the same [boy] that I was before

I prayed." 10

I don't know how young David felt

in his heart at that time, but I'm sure he

must have been disappointed—perhaps

frustrated that he didn't receive the spir-

itual experience that he had hoped for.

But that didn't discourage him from con-

tinuing his search for that knowledge.

The answer to his prayers did come,

but not until years later when he was serv-

ing as a missionary. Why was the answer

to his prayer so long delayed? President

McKay believed that this spiritual mani-

festation "came as a natural sequence to

the performance of duty." 11

The Savior taught a similar principle.

When the truth of His message was chal-

lenged, He declared, "If any man will do

[God's] will, he shall know of the doctrine,

whether it be of God, or whether I speak

of myself." 12

Don't be discouraged if the answer to

your prayer does not come immediately.

Study, ponder, and pray, sincerely having

faith, and live the commandments.
"Dispute not because ye see not,"

Moroni taught, "for ye receive no witness

until after the trial of your faith." 13

Importance of bearing our testimonies

I remember as a child listening to the

testimonies given by adults in my ward.

Those testimonies entered my heart and

inspired my soul. Wherever I go through-

out the world—no matter the language,

no matter the culture—I thrill to hear

the testimonies of the Saints.

Recently I received a letter from our

grandson who is a missionary. He wrote

that members "who are reading scriptures

and praying are more willing to share the

gospel." 14

I believe he's right. The more we
study the scriptures and pray, the more
likely we can enthusiastically share our

testimonies of the gospel with others.

Remember, Church members who
receive a testimony of the gospel are un-

der covenant "to stand as witnesses of

God at all times and in all things, and in

all places." 15
It is clear that we have a sa-

cred obligation to obtain referrals for our

missionaries. Witnesses have a special

knowledge and are to bear testimony of

"that which they have seen and heard and

most assuredly believe." 16

We make simple, clear, direct state-

ments that we know with certainty and
surety that the gospel is true because it

has been "made known unto [us] by the

Holy Spirit of God." 17 In bearing such a

testimony, speaking by the power of the

Holy Ghost, we are promised that "the

Holy Ghost shall be shed forth in bear-

ing record unto all things whatsoever [we]

shall say." 18 We are blessed personally

when we so testify.

President Boyd K. Packer said:

"A testimony is to be found in the

bearing of it. Somewhere in your quest

for spiritual knowledge, there is that 'leap

of faith,' as the philosophers call it. It is

the moment when you have gone to the

edge of the light and step into the dark-

ness to discover that the way is lighted

ahead for just a footstep or two." 19

Making a determined and confident

public statement of your belief is such

a step into the unknown. It has a power-

ful effect in strengthening your own con-

victions. Bearing testimony drives your

faith deeper into your soul, and you be-

lieve more fervently than before.

To those who faithfully bear testi-

mony, the Lord said, "Ye are blessed, for

the testimony which ye have borne is re-

corded in heaven for the angels to look

upon; and they rejoice over you, and your

sins are forgiven you." 20
1 have tried to fol-

low this counsel to bear testimony.

How I gained a testimony

May I tell you how I gained a testi-

mony of the truth and divine nature of
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this great latter-day work? I'm afraid my
experience isn't very dramatic. It is not a

story of heavenly hosannas or thunder-

ing shouts. It is not a story of lightning,

fire, or flood.

But I have always known the reality

and goodness of God.

From my earliest memories it was
there—a sure and abiding testimony of

this great work. Sometimes that assurance

comes when we feel the love of the Sav-

ior when we meet His servants. I remem-
ber when I was just five years old and my
family moved into a new ward. That first

Sunday, Bishop Charles E. Forsberg, who
was born in Sweden, came up to me and

called me by name. I knew then.

During the cold and gray days of the

Great Depression, I remember a won-
derful servant of the Savior by the name
of C. Perry Erickson. Brother Erickson,

a contractor, had a difficult time find-

ing work. He could have shut himself up.

He could have become bitter and angry.

He could have given up. Instead, when I

was 12 he was my Scoutmaster. He spent

countless hours helping me and others

my age to learn, to grow, and to approach

every difficulty with confidence and op-

timism. Without exception, every one of

C. Perry Erickson's Scouts received an

Eagle award. I knew then.

Yes, the testimonies of priesthood

leaders and faithful ward members helped

me to know.

I remember the words of my mother
and father. I remember their expressions

of faith and love for their Heavenly Fa-

ther. I knew then.

I knew the reality of the Savior's com-

passion when, at the request of my father,

the bishop of the ward, I delivered food

and clothing to the widows and poor of

the ward.

I knew when, as young parents, my
wife and I gathered our children around

us and expressed our gratitude to our

Heavenly Father for our many blessings.

I knew last April, when I heard from

this pulpit the words of our prophet, Pres-

ident Gordon B. Hinckley, who called Je-

sus his friend, exemplar, leader, Savior,

and King.

President Hinckley said:

"Through giving His life in pain and

unspeakable suffering, He has reached

down to lift me and each of us and all the

sons and daughters of God from the abyss

of eternal darkness following death. He
has provided something better—a sphere

of light and understanding, growth and

beauty." 21

If you seek the Lord, you will find Him

Now I would like to bear my testi-

mony. I know that Joseph Smith saw what

he said he saw, that the heavens opened

and God the Father and His Son, Jesus

Christ, appeared to an unlearned youth

reared in the backwoods of New York.

As a special witness of the name of

Jesus Christ in all the world, I promise

you that if you seek the Lord, you will

find Him. Ask, and you shall receive.

I pray that you may do so and testify

to the ends of the earth that the gospel of

our Lord and Savior is restored to man!
In the name of my friend, my exemplar,

my Savior and King, Jesus Christ, amen.
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President Monson

Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quo-
rum of the Twelve Apostles has just spo-

ken to us.

We will now hear from Elder Rich-

ard G. Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve

Apostles, and he will be followed by El-

der Donald L. Hallstrom of the Seventy.

Elder Richard G. Scott

Repentance—the path to peace and joy

There is an essential aspect of the

plan of happiness of our Father in Heaven
that is often ignored even though it in-

variably yields peace and joy. The Sav-

ior gave His life that it might be used to

bless every child of Father in Heaven.

This subject is widely misunderstood and

often feared. Some feel that it is to be

employed only by those in serious trans-

gression, while the Lord intended that it

be consistently used by every one of His

children. He has repeatedly commanded
His prophets and leaders to proclaim it

and to speak of little else. 1
I refer to the

blessing of true, sincere, continuing re-

pentance, the path to peace and joy. It is

a conduit to the reforming power of the

Lord and, when understood and used, a

dear and precious friend.

We are commanded to repent

Repentance is not optional. An an-

gel commanded Adam to "repent and
call upon God in the name of the Son
forevermore." 2 Each one of us is com-
manded both to repent and to call upon
God continually throughout life. That

pattern allows each day to be an un-

spoiled page in the book of life—a new,

fresh opportunity. We are given the reju-

venating privilege of overcoming mis-

takes of commission or omission, be they

small or profoundly serious. Full repen-

tance results in forgiveness with spiritual

renewal. One can feel the cleansing, the

purity, the freshness that accompanies

sincere repentance at any time in life.

The Savior has made the require-

ment clear: "I command you to repent,

and keep the commandments . . . lest I

humble you with my almighty power." 3

Likewise Jacob taught with crystal

clarity:

"[The Holy One of Israel] cometh
into the world that he may save all men
if they will hearken unto his voice; . .

.

"And he commandeth all men that

they must repent, and be baptized in his

name, having perfect faith in the Holy
One of Israel, or they cannot be saved in

the kingdom of God." 4

The redeeming power of repentance

Why have our Father and His Son
commanded us to repent? Because they

love us. They know all of us will violate

eternal laws. Whether they be small or

large, justice requires that every broken
law be satisfied to retain the promise of

joy in this life and the privilege of re-


