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President Faust

Elders H. Aldridge Gillespie and
Robert C. Oaks of the Seventy have just

spoken to us.

We will now be pleased to hear from

Elder F. Enzio Busche of the Seventy,

who yesterday received emeritus status.

He will be followed by Elder Henry B.

Eyring of the Quorum of the Twelve
Apostles.

Elder F. Enzio Busche

Feelings of awe for the Restoration

If I would be asked what, in my un-

derstanding, is the most important event

to have happened on earth in the last 200

years, I would answer without any hesita-

tion: it is the consequence of the prayer

of a young boy who, in the early years of

the 19th century, in upstate New York,

knelt before God and asked questions of

eternal truth.

This young man with the name Jo-

seph Smith became, in the hands of the

Lord Jesus Christ, the instrument to re-

store to mankind the knowledge of the

long-lost and nearly forgotten truth: the

knowledge about us human beings—who
we are, where we came from, what the

meaning and purpose of our earthly ex-

istence is, and why mankind has experi-

enced so much misery and injustice.

Eventually answers were also given to

mankind's questions of life after death

and our final destiny.

Even to this day, more than 42 years

after I accepted, by my own choice, the

Lord's sacred covenant of baptism, I am
still in a state of awe at all of the mar-

velous and miraculous happenings of the

Restoration. Not only were we permit-

ted to learn all about the essential mean-
ing of the Atonement of the Lord Jesus

Christ, but also the important meaning
of the priesthood of God was revealed,

and it was restored for us to act in car-

ing love and patience to bring about the

choice of salvation to all.

A friend refuses alcoholic drinks

Time will not allow me to talk more
about the details of this marvelous work

in our time, but I feel to talk about one

key aspect in the Lord's kingdom that, if

not understood, may result in the fact

that the whole picture may never be quite

in focus.

In order to come to the point, I want

to tell you of a faithful brother who was a

member of the same branch in my home
country of Germany in the early years of

my membership.

He was living in humble circum-

stances and felt very blessed to have re-

cently begun a job in a small, privately

owned company. He told me about an

upcoming event where all of the em-
ployed people were invited to participate

in a traditional company dinner party.

He was concerned because he knew that

there would be a big beer party at the

end of this meeting, with the boss being

probably the heaviest beer drinker of

them all. But he also knew that it would

be considered very impolite if he did not

attend the dinner at all.

When I saw him again after that din-

ner event occurred, I saw him with a most

happy, deep inner glow, and he could not

wait to tell me what had happened. Be-

cause he was new in the company, the

boss had sat right next to him, wanting to

get to know him better. As the evening

progressed, the brother saw his wildest

fears confirmed because the boss would
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not tolerate that he would not drink beer

with him, and he said, "What kind of

church is that that would not permit you

to drink even a glass of beer with me?"
The fear of my friend did not grow

into panic as he was able to calmly answer

his boss that the reason he was not drink-

ing had nothing to do with the church

that he belonged to, but that he himself

had made a sacred covenant with God
that he would not drink. If he would ever

break this covenant, how could he con-

tinue to stay true to that which he would

ever promise, and how could he be trusted,

even by his employer, that he would not

lie or steal or cheat?

According to my friend, the owner
was deeply touched by this statement,

and he hugged him, speaking words of

profound admiration and confidence.

Freedomfrom or freedom to

My dear brothers and sisters, in The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints, many new members, specifically

when they come from countries other

than the United States, learn for the first

time the true dimension of the word free-

dom. Freedom for most people of the

world means "freedom from"—the ab-

sence of malice or pain or suppression.

But the freedom that God means when
He deals with us goes one step further.

He means "freedom to"—the freedom to

act in the dignity of our own choice.

What, then, does it mean to be free?

Freedom means to have matured to the

full knowledge of our dangerously many
responsibilities as human beings. We have

learned that everything we do, and even

say or think, has consequences. We real-

ize that too long we have believed that

we were victims of circumstances. In the

Gospel of John 8:32, we read the follow-

ing: "And ye shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free."

As we open our hearts to the mes-

sage of God's truth as it was restored in

our time, we begin to understand why

there was, and still is, so much misery,

pain, suffering, and even starvation. In

the same dimension, as we are learning

to accept the revealed truth in our own
life, our faith in the living Son of God
will grow, and therefore we will receive

spiritual gifts of heretofore unknown ca-

pacity. We will learn that nothing is im-

possible for those who believe in Jesus

Christ. False bondages will be loosened.

Narrow thinking born in tragedies of false

traditions will disappear.

Freedom to make and keep covenants

The more our understanding of the

vastness and the completeness of the

plan of salvation is developing, the more
we see ourselves in our smallness, in our

incompleteness. And seeing ourselves in

that humility, with a broken heart and a

contrite spirit, will let us understand and

finally accept this most sacred covenant

with our Heavenly Father in the form of

baptism.

We gladly will submit ourselves to this

covenant, knowing that there is a big dif-

ference between mere desire and cove-

nant. When we just desire something, we
will work toward achieving it only when
convenient. But when we are bound by

a sacred covenant, like baptism, we learn

to overcome all obstacles through obedi-

ence, and in so doing we are blessed with

the presence of the Spirit and therefore

eventually with achievement. We are be-

ginning to become alive as we take, know-

ingly, full responsibility for our own life

and as we stop blaming circumstances.

Freedom to make wrong choices

One thing, of course, we know: hav-

ing "freedom to" means that we have

the potential of making wrong choices.

Wrong choices have their merciless con-

sequences. When they are not stopped

and corrected, they lead to misery and

pain. Wrong choices, if not corrected,

will lead us to the ultimate possible disas-
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ter in each person's life: to become sepa-

rated from our Heavenly Father in the

world to come.

Jesus wants to empower our lives

When we have received this life-en-

abling message, we begin to understand

that in our earlier life we were like a foot-

ball player standing in the middle of the

field, totally depressed because we did

not know the purpose and the rules of the

game. We did not know which team we
belonged to and didn't even know who
was our coach. Only in the awareness of

the restored gospel, our game plan be-

comes clear and we comprehend that Je-

sus Christ and His restored Church and

priesthood are the only way for us to suc-

ceed in our earthly experience.

Jesus Christ wants to empower our

lives, according to our own righteous

choices, to that dimension that, through

our faith and our doings, the circum-

stances whose prisoners we were in the

past will eventually change. In the Book
of Mormon we learn that the Redeemer
monitors our lives, together with a multi-

tude of holy angels. We read:

"Have miracles ceased? Behold I say

unto you, Nay; neither have angels ceased

to minister unto the children of men.
"For behold, they are subject unto

him, to minister according to the word of

his command, showing themselves unto

them of strong faith" (Moroni 7:29-30).

In this freedom that we have received

in our time, through our understanding

of His divine plan for us, we stand in our

full responsibility. Let us always stay close

to the loving, caring hand of our Savior

and our Redeemer to find safety and joy.

I say this in deep humility. And I bear you

my testimony as your brother and servant

that I know that Jesus lives and that He is

the head of this work. I say this in Jesus'

name, amen.

Elder Henry B. Eyring

Importance of teaching children to pray

Parents should teach their children

to pray. The child learns both from what

the parents do and what they say. The
child who sees a mother or a father pass

through the trials of life with fervent

prayer to God and then hears a sincere

testimony that God answered in kind-

ness will remember what they saw and
heard. When their trials come, they will

be prepared.

In time, when the child is away from
home and family, prayer can provide the

shield of protection the parent will want

so much for them to have. Parting can be

hard, particularly when the parent and

the child know that they may not see

each other for a long time. I had that ex-

perience with my father. We parted on a

street corner in New York City. He had

come there for his work. I was there on
my way to another place. We both knew
that I probably would never return to

live with my parents under the same roof

again.

It was a sunny day, around noon-
time, the streets crowded with cars and

pedestrians. On that particular corner

there was a traffic light which stopped

the cars and the people in all directions

for a few minutes. The light changed to

red; the cars stopped. The crowd of pe-

destrians hurried off the curbs, moving
every way, including diagonally, across

the intersection.

The time had come for parting, and

I started across the street. I stopped al-

most in the center, with people rushing

by me. I turned to look back. Instead of

moving off in the crowd, my father was
still standing on the corner looking at


