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26. Members of the Church who do not read

English may find comparable terms in

their language editions of the Guide to

the Scriptures.

27. Page 609, paragraphs 1, 4.

28. Page 617, paragraphs 1-2.

29. Page 633, paragraphs 1-3.

30. Page 651, paragraphs 1-2.

31. Page 670, paragraphs 1-2.

32. Pages 765-66, paragraph 1.

33. Pages 780-81, paragraphs 1-3.

34. Chapters of special interest include Ex-

odus 26-29, 39; Leviticus 8; 2 Samuel
12 (v. 20); 2 Chronicles 6-7; Isaiah 22;

Ezekiel 16.

35. See Doctrine and Covenants 124:40-41.

36. See Moroni 10:32; Joseph Smith Trans-

lation, Matthew 16:26.

37. "Temples and Temple Work," Ensign,

Feb. 1982, 3.

38. See Philippians 4:7.

39. See Alma 42:8.

40. In Conference Report. Apr. 1987, 27;

or Ensign, May 1987, 24.

41. Doctrine and Covenants 128:15.

42. See2Nephi9:41.
43. See Doctrine and Covenants 137:9.

44. 1 Nephi 14:14.

President Faust

Elder L. Aldin Porter of the Presi-

dency of the Seventy has just spoken to

us, followed by Elder Russell M. Nelson

of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.

We remind the brethren of the gen-

eral priesthood meeting, which will con-

vene here in the Conference Center this

evening at 6:00 p.m. mountain standard

time.

We call your attention to the need to

move your clocks ahead one hour before

retiring tonight because of the change to

daylight saving time.

The nationwide Tabernacle Choir
broadcast tomorrow morning will be from

9:30 to 10:00 a.m. mountain daylight time.

The Sunday morning session of confer-

ence will immediately follow.

As you leave the conference this af-

ternoon, please be courteous, use caution,

and obey the traffic rules.

We express gratitude to the combined
choir from Ricks College for the beautiful

music they have provided this afternoon.

They will now sing "Come, Follow Me,"
after which Elder L. Tom Perry of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles will be

our concluding speaker at this session.

Following his remarks, the choir will sing

"Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee." The
benediction will then be offered by Elder

David R. Stone of the Seventy.

The choir sang "Come, Follow Me."

Elder L. Tom Perry

An undervalued sweet roll

We all have life events that, when we
recall them years later, acquire new and
important meaning. When I was in junior

high, I was honored by the school admin-

istration when I was asked to become a

member of the student hall patrol. On
the days we were assigned to be on hall

patrol, we were instructed to bring our

lunch to school and eat it together. It was
always a special treat, and there was al-

ways a lot of competition to see whose
mother had prepared the most desirable

lunch. Often we traded lunch items among
ourselves.

One day when I was assigned to be

on hall patrol, I forgot to tell Mother that

I needed a lunch until I was almost ready

to leave for school. An expression of con-

cern came over Mother's face when I re-

quested a lunch. She told me that she

had just used up her last loaf of bread for
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breakfast and would not be baking until

that afternoon. All she had in the house

to make a lunch was a large sweet roll

left over from the previous night's sup-

per. Mother made delicious sweet rolls.

She always arranged them in a pan so

there was one large one across the top of

the pan and then rows of smaller ones

down the length of the pan. Only the

large one remained. It was about the size

of a loaf of bread in length but, of course,

not in thickness. I was embarrassed to

take just a sweet roll for lunch when I

imagined what the other patrol members
would have, but I decided it was better to

go with the sweet roll than go without

lunch.

When it came time to eat lunch, I

went to a far-off corner so I wouldn't be

noticed. When the trading of lunches

started, my friends wanted to know what

I had. I explained what had happened
that morning, and to my dismay every-

one wanted to see the sweet roll. But my
friends surprised me. Instead of making
fun of me, they all wanted to have a piece

of the sweet roll! It turned out to be my
best lunch trading day of the entire year!

The sweet roll that I thought would be an

embarrassment to me turned out to be

the hit of our lunch hour.

Appreciating our Church membership

As I have reflected on this experience,

it has occurred to me that it is often part

of human nature to attach less value to

familiar things simply because they are

so common to us. One of these familiar

things could be our membership in the

restored Church.

What members of the Church possess

is a "pearl of great price," yet sometimes

this priceless gem is so familiar to us that

we do not appreciate its true value. While

it is true we should not cast our pearls be-

fore swine, this does not mean we should

not share them with people who will ap-

preciate their value. One of the greatest

side benefits of missionary work is watch-

ing the great value that others who have

not previously heard about our beliefs

attach to them. There is a great benefit in

seeing one's treasures through someone
else's eyes. My concern is that we often

take for granted the unique and valuable

blessings that we have of membership in

the Lord's Church, and in such a state of

underappreciation we are more likely to

be complacent about our Church mem-
bership and are less valiant contributors

to building a community of Saints.

We are blessed with a great and no-

ble heritage that offers a pathway to truth

that veers dramatically from the so-called

ways of the world. We need to remind

ourselves about the value of our heritage

so we do not underestimate its worth.

I challenge the many Saints who are hid-

ing in the corners to stand tall and pro-

claim loudly the treasured teachings of

our common heritage, not with a spirit of

pride or boasting but with a spirit of con-

fidence and conviction.

Joseph's vision of a community of Saints

Something about which I am most

proud is how our forefathers, through

their faith in God and their industry and

perseverance, turned places that nobody
wanted into beautiful cities.

When Joseph Smith was incarcerated

in Liberty Jail with no prospect of re-

lease, an extermination order had been

issued against the Saints. This made it

necessary for Brigham Young to organize

the Saints to move them from Missouri.

The migration from Missouri in February

of 1839 caused many to complain that the

Lord had forsaken His people. Some of

the Church members questioned the wis-

dom of once again gathering the Saints

together in one location.

Crossing the Mississippi River and
pausing in some of the smaller communi-
ties along its banks proved to be a respite

necessary for the members to receive new
direction from their leaders. The Prophet

Joseph Smith wrote from Liberty Jail, en-
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couraging the Saints not to scatter but to

gather together, then build from centers

of strength.

In April of that year, Joseph and Hy-

rum and their fellow prisoners were al-

lowed to escape from the jail in Missouri.

They arrived in Quincy, Illinois, on the

22nd day of April of 1839. The Prophet

immediately went to work to find a place

to gather the Saints. He found a spot on

the banks of the Mississippi River that

looked like it had promise. He named the

city Nauvoo, meaning "beautiful," but at

that time it was anything but beautiful.

It was a swampy peninsula that had not

been drained. Out of the swamp-infested

land rose a city that could truly be called

beautiful.

The first homes in Nauvoo were huts,

tents, and a few abandoned buildings.

Then the Saints started to build log cab-

ins. As time and capital would allow,

framed buildings were erected, and, still

later, more substantial brick buildings

were built.

The Prophet had a design to build a

community of Saints. He had three major

objectives: first, economic; second, edu-

cational; and third, spiritual.

Love and work in the community of Saints

The Prophet Joseph Smith's desire

was that the Saints should become eco-

nomically self-sufficient. Our Father in

Heaven has given all of His children ev-

erything they have—their talents, their

abilities, their material goods—and has

made them stewards over these blessings.

A treasured remnant of our heritage

of economic self-sufficiency is the Church
Welfare Services program. It has two key

ingredients. The first is the principle of

love, and the second is that of work.

The principle of love is the motivat-

ing power that moves us to give our time,

money, and services to this wonderful

program. John the Beloved wrote:

"Let us love one another: for love is

of God; and every one that loveth is born

of God, and knoweth God.
"He that loveth not knoweth not

God; for God is love.

"In this was manifested the love of

God toward us, because that God sent his

only begotten Son into the world, that we
might live through him. . . .

"Beloved, if God so loved us, we
ought also to love one another" (1 John

4:7-9, 11).

Then in 1 John, the third chapter, he

wrote: "But whoso hath this world's good,

and seeth his brother have need, and shut-

teth up his bowels of compassion from
him, how dwelleth the love of God in

him?" (1 John 3:17).

It is our understanding of the prin-

ciple of love that encourages us to give

generously to the fast offerings, a won-
derful, revealed system in which on the

first Sunday of each month we voluntar-

ily refrain from eating two meals and con-

tribute the cost of those meals to our

bishop. He then has the resources to help

him help those in need. The system is

mostly painless, and it raises our appre-

ciation for those who are without and
provides a means to satisfy their daily re-

quirements.

May the Lord continue to bless us

with the desire to love one another and

give generously based on the principle of

the fast.

The second basic principle is that of

work. Work is just as important to the suc-

cess of the Lord's economic plan as the

commandment to love our neighbor.

In the Doctrine and Covenants we
read:

"I, the Lord, am not well pleased

with the inhabitants of Zion, for there are

idlers among them; and their children

are also growing up in wickedness; they

also seek not earnestly the riches of eter-

nity, but their eyes are full of greediness.
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"These things ought not to be, and

must be done away from among them"
(D&C 68:31-32).

I have a special concern about the

Lord's reference to our children. We see

evidence of many parents who overindulge

their children without adding sufficient

training about the value of work.

In any community of Saints we all

work to serve each other in the best way
we know how. Our work has a higher pur-

pose because it is work to bless others

and to build the kingdom of God.

Education in the community of Saints

The second requirement in the

Prophet Joseph's community of Saints

was that of education. As early as 1840,

when he applied for the incorporation

of Nauvoo, he also asked for authority to

establish a university.

From the Encyclopedia ofMormonism
we read, "Educational ideas and practices

of the Church grew directly out of certain

revelations received by Joseph Smith that

emphasize the eternal nature of knowl-

edge and the vital role learning plays in

the spiritual, moral, and intellectual de-

velopment of mankind" ("Education," in

Daniel H. Ludlow, ed., Encyclopedia of

Mormonism, 5 vols. [1992], 2:441).

There are verses in our modern scrip-

ture that make special mention of the im-

portance of secular and spiritual learning.

A few of these are, first from the Book
of Mormon, "But to be learned is good if

they hearken unto the counsels of God"
(2 Nephi 9:29).

And from the Doctrine and Cov-
enants:

"Whatever principle of intelligence

we attain unto in this life, it will rise with

us in the resurrection.

"And if a person gains more knowl-

edge and intelligence in this life through

his diligence and obedience than another,

he will have so much the advantage in the

world to come" (D&C 130:18-19).

From the Articles of Faith, "If there

is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good re-

port or praiseworthy, we seek after these

things" (Articles of Faith 1:13).

A community of spiritual Saints

The final desire of the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith was to build a community of

spiritual Saints. This begins in the home.
The most important instruction our chil-

dren will ever receive will be that which

parents give to them in their own home,
if parents diligently teach their children

the way our Father in Heaven would like

them to follow. One instruction our lead-

ers have given us is to hold regular family

home evenings where we can meet to-

gether weekly, learn gospel principles,

and build family unity. Here we can coun-

sel together, read the scriptures, pray to-

gether, and play together. Our greatest

goal is to become an eternal family. We
build a community of Saints one family at

a time.

To enable the eternal family, a mag-

nificent temple was constructed in Nau-
voo. It stood as a beacon to remind all

the people that the most important bless-

ings in life are spiritual blessings. In the

temple, sacred covenants are made and
the saving ordinances of the gospel are

administered. Repeated visits to the tem-

ple give us an opportunity of renewing

these covenants and performing ordinan-

ces vicariously for those who have died

without these blessings.

We now have temples scattered

throughout the earth, giving many more
the chance to receive the necessary ordi-

nances to qualify for life eternal. Those
who are worthy to enter the temple will

receive great spiritual blessings if they

continue to serve in faithfulness and keep

their covenants. The Lord blesses His

people when they keep His command-
ments and frequently visit His house. In

God's eternal plan, our temples are gath-

ering places for communities of Saints

working to build Zion.
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A community that is one with God

Our community of Saints is not one of

exclusion but one of inclusion, built upon
a foundation of apostles and prophets,

Jesus Christ Himself being the chief cor-

nerstone (see Ephesians 2:20). It is open

to all of us who love, appreciate, and have

compassion for our Father in Heaven's

children. The dual foundations of our

economic welfare are the principles of

charity and hard work. It is a progressive

community in which we educate our youth

in courtesy and civility and also in the

deeper truths of the restored gospel. Our
community has a spiritual center, allowing

us to live with the companionship of the

Holy Spirit, which guides and directs us in

our lives.

May God grant unto us the desire to

live closer to Him so we may enjoy the

blessings of peace, harmony, security,

and love for all mankind—the hallmarks

of a community that is one with Him. He
is our God. We are His children. This is

my witness to you in the name of Jesus

Christ, amen.

NOTE
Historical information is from Church

History in the Fulness of Times, 2nd ed.

(Church Educational System manual, 2000),

193-223.

The choir sang "Jesus, the Very
Thought of Thee."

Elder David R. Stone offered the

benediction.

GENERAL PRIESTHOOD SESSION
The general priesthood session, the

third session of the 171st Annual Gen-
eral Conference, convened in the Confer-

ence Center on Saturday, March 31, 2001,

at 6:00 p.m. President Thomas S. Monson
conducted this session.

Music was provided by a Melchize-

dek Priesthood choir from stakes in Salt

Lake City. Paul Broomhead directed the

choir, and John Longhurst was the or-

ganist.

President Monson opened the meet-

ing with the following remarks.

President Thomas S. Monson

We welcome you to the general

priesthood session of the 171st Annual
General Conference of The Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Presi-

dent Gordon B. Hinckley, who presides

at this conference, has asked that I,

Brother Monson, conduct this session.

These services are being relayed by

satellite transmission to holders of the

priesthood gathered in the Tabernacle,

the Assembly Hall, the BYU Marriott

Center, the Missionary Training Center,

and locations in many countries through-

out the world.

The singing during this session will be

furnished by a Melchizedek Priesthood

choir from stakes in Salt Lake, under the

direction of Paul Broomhead, with John

Longhurst at the organ.

We shall now begin this priesthood

session with the choir singing "Come, O
Thou King of Kings." The invocation

will then be offered by Bishop H. David

Burton, Presiding Bishop of the Church.

The choir will then sing "I Need Thee
Every Hour." Following the singing, El-

der Henry B. Eyring of the Quorum of

the Twelve Apostles will address us. He
will be followed by Elder David E. Sor-

ensen of the Presidency of the Seventy

and Elder John H. Groberg of the Sev-

enty.


