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truest forms of worship. It can develop

within us a profound love for each other

and our Savior, Jesus Christ. Through sac-

rifice our hearts can be changed; we live

closer to the Spirit and have less of an ap-

petite for things of the world.

President Hinckley taught a grand

truth when he said: "It is not a sacrifice to

live the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is never

a sacrifice when you get back more than

you give. It is an investment, ... a greater

investment than any . . . because its divi-

dends are eternal and everlasting" (Teach-

ings of Gordon B. Hinckley, 567-68).

How comforting to know that we are

not expected to make this investment

alone. Like Abraham of old, we have a

divinity within us to receive inspiration

through the powers of heaven. Brothers

and sisters, I pray that by doing these

things we will come to love the principle

of sacrifice, that this great principle will

bring us closer to our Savior, in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

Elder M. Russell Ballard

Prophet's voice gives clear directions

Brothers and sisters, have you ever

had the experience of driving around and

around the streets of a city with the driver

saying, "I know where it is; I'm sure I can

find it"? Finally, in frustration, he stops

and asks someone for directions. I can tell

you sisters have experienced this! How
much easier it is to find our way when we
follow the directions of someone who
knows how to locate our destination.

Many of us may find ourselves in a

similar situation as we make our way
through life's challenging thoroughfares.

These are difficult times, and the world's

cultural and sociological landmarks of

propriety, honesty, integrity, and political

correctness are constantly shifting. Just

when we think we know the way to hap-

piness and peace, some new ideology

comes along which can lead us down a

path that will only heighten our confusion

and intensify our despair. At such times,

we might well ask, "Is there one clear,

unpolluted, unbiased voice that we can

always count on? Is there a voice that will

always give us clear directions to find our

way in today's troubled world?" The an-

swer is yes. That voice is the voice of the

living prophet and apostles.

"Give heed unto all his words"

When The Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints was organized 171 years

ago this month, the Lord gave a revelation

to the members of the Church through

His prophet, Joseph Smith Jr. Speaking of

the President of the Church, the Savior in-

structed Church members to "give heed

unto all his words and commandments
which he shall give unto you as he receiv-

eth them, walking in all holiness before

me; for his word ye shall receive, as if

from mine own mouth, in all patience and

faith" (D&C 21:4-5).

Then the Lord gave a magnificent

promise to those who are obedient: "For

by doing these things the gates of hell

shall not prevail against you; yea, and the

Lord God will disperse the powers of

darkness from before you, and cause the

heavens to shake for your good, and his

name's glory" (D&C 21:6).

A year and a half later the Lord added

to that significant promise this stern warn-

ing:

"The arm of the Lord shall be re-

vealed; and the day cometh that they who
will not hear the voice of the Lord, neither

the voice of his servants, neither give heed

to the words of the prophets and apostles,
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shall be cut off from among the people"

(D&C 1:14).

"What I the Lord have spoken, I have

spoken, and I excuse not myself; and
though the heavens and the earth pass

away, my word shall not pass away, but

shall all be fulfilled, whether by mine own
voice or by the voice of my servants, it is

the same" (D&C 1:38).

It is no small thing, my brothers and

sisters, to have a prophet of God in our

midst. Great and wonderful are the bless-

ings that come into our lives as we lis-

ten to the word of the Lord given to us

through him. At the same time, knowing

that President Gordon B. Hinckley is

God's prophet also endows us with re-

sponsibility. When we hear the counsel of

the Lord expressed through the words of

the President of the Church, our response

should be positive and prompt. History

shows that there is safety, peace, prosper-

ity, and happiness in responding to proph-

etic counsel as did Nephi of old: "I will

go and do the things which the Lord hath

commanded" (1 Nephi 3:7).

Naaman resists, then follows the prophet

We know of the experience of Naa-
man, who was struck with leprosy and
who eventually contacted the prophet Eli-

sha and was instructed to "go and wash
in [the] Jordan seven times, and thy flesh

shall come again to thee, and thou shalt

be clean" (2 Kings 5:10).

At first, Naaman was unwilling to fol-

low Elisha's counsel. He couldn't under-

stand the thing he had been asked to do
—to wash seven times in the Jordan River.

In other words, his pride and stubborn-

ness were keeping him from receiving

the Lord's blessing through His prophet.

Finally he went down and "dipped himself

seven times in Jordan, according to the

saying of the man of God: and his flesh

came again like unto the flesh of a little

child, and he was clean" (2 Kings 5:14).

What a humbling thing it must have

been for Naaman to realize how close he

came to allowing his own pride and his

unwillingness to listen to the counsel of

the prophet to prevent him from receiv-

ing such a great, cleansing blessing. And
what a humbling thing it is to contem-

plate how many of us might miss out on
great and promised blessings because we
do not listen and then do the relatively

simple things our prophet is telling us to

do today.

President Hinckley's addresses on youth

In the last year, for example, Presi-

dent Hinckley has delivered three land-

mark addresses about strengthening the

family—and particularly the youth and

young adults of the Church. First he spoke

very directly on the subject to mothers

during the October general Relief Society

meeting. Then he spoke to fathers and

priesthood leaders during the priesthood

session of general conference. Remem-
ber, fathers? He reminded you parents

that "you have entered into a partnership

with our Father in Heaven to give mortal

experience to His sons and daughters.

They are His children and they are your

children, flesh of your flesh, for whom He
will hold you responsible" ("Your Great-

est Challenge, Mother," Ensign, Nov. 2000,

97).

And then last November, from this

very pulpit, President Hinckley spoke to

all of the young people of the Church.

In heartfelt teaching that will long be re-

membered, he challenged the youth of

the Church to set goals for themselves to

be grateful, be smart, be clean, be true, be

humble, and be prayerful (see "A Prophet's

Counsel and Prayer for Youth," Ensign,

Jan. 2001, 4). The six "B's," as President

Hinckley called them, are a marvelous

standard for all Latter-day Saints. He re-

peated these principles to the young
women in their meeting last week, and I

believe they apply to mothers and fathers
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as much as they do to youth and young
single adults. As parents and adult leaders

of youth, we cannot expect our young
people to take to heart the things the

prophet says to them ifwe show a compla-

cent attitude toward his counsel in our

own lives.

It is significant to remember that

President Hinckley petitioned the Lord
on behalf of our young people. He said:

"I want you to know that I have been

on my knees asking the Lord to bless me
with the power and the capacity and the

language to reach into your hearts" (En-

sign, Jan. 2001, 2).

During the priesthood session Presi-

dent Hinckley said: "I hope [your sons

and daughters] can share their burden
with you, their fathers and mothers. I

hope that you will listen, that you will be

patient and understanding, that you will

draw them to you and comfort and sus-

tain them in their loneliness. Pray for di-

rection. Pray for patience. Pray for the

strength to love even though the offense

may have been serious. Pray for under-

standing and kindness and, above all, for

wisdom and inspiration" (in Conference

Report, Oct. 2000, 69; or Ensign, Nov.

2000, 51).

Are we listening?

Have we studied his counsel and
identified the things we need to avoid or

to do differently? I know a 17-year-old

who, just prior to the prophet's talk, had

pierced her ears a second time. She came
home from the fireside, took off the sec-

ond set of earrings, and simply said to

her parents, "If President Hinckley says

we should only wear one set of earrings,

that's good enough for me."

Wearing two pair of earrings may or

may not have eternal consequences for

this young woman, but her willingness to

obey the prophet will. And if she will

obey him now, on something relatively

simple, how much easier it will be to fol-

low him when greater issues are at stake.

Are we listening, brothers and sis-

ters? Are we hearing the words of the

prophet to us as parents, as youth leaders,

and as youth? Or are we letting ourselves,

as Naaman did at first, be blinded by pride

and stubbornness, which could prevent us

from receiving the blessings that come
from following the teachings of God's
prophet?

Today I make you a promise. It's a

simple one, but it is true. If you will listen

to the living prophet and the apostles and
heed our counsel, you will not go astray.

Discuss and apply the prophet's counsel

Now, my brothers and sisters and
youth of the Church, please do not miss

the opportunity to sit down together as a

family and discuss the counsel given by

President Hinckley. Parents, teach each

other and your children in family home
evenings and family councils. Leaders,

know and teach these principles in les-

sons and leadership meetings, and discuss

in ward and stake council meetings how
to bless the lives of our members, both

young and old.

All three of the President's addresses,

along with messages to the youth from
his counselors, have been published in the

Ensign and the Liahona magazines. Presi-

dent Gordon B. Hinckley Speaks to Youth

and Parents is now available on video and

is a wonderful resource for family home
evening and for bishop's youth discus-

sions. Bishops, we did not send this to you

to sit on your filing cabinet. Please see

that the youth of your ward listen again

and understand and commit to live as di-

rected by the President of the Church.

Do not disregard the prophet's words

Now I speak directly to the young
people of the Church on this important

subject of following the prophet. As I have

traveled throughout the Church the past

few months, I have noticed that many of

you are eagerly following his counsel.
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Many of you have already made the de-

cision to be even more well groomed than

you were before. Many of you are striving

more diligently to avoid evil talk, to choose

your friends wisely, to stay away from
pornography and illicit drugs, to not at-

tend evil concerts and dangerous parties,

to respect your bodies and keep yourselves

morally clean in every way.

To those of you who have not listened

yet, I caution you to not disregard the

counsel of the President of the Church.

He has spoken to you plainly. Study his

words and strive to obey them. They are

true and come from God. We encourage

you who need to repent to go forward

with faith and become clean before the

Lord. Each one of you is preparing now
to be a leader in the Church in the future,

and we need you to be clean and faithful

and true to the Lord.

Never forget how it felt to listen as

President Hinckley prayed for you. Did

you feel how precious you are as he
prayed? "Bless them that they may walk

acceptably before Thee as Thy cherished

sons and daughters. Each is Thy child

with the capacity to do great and noble

things" (Ensign, Jan. 2001, 11).

Listen with your heart—then do

Now, my dear brothers and sisters,

please pay attention to those things that

the leaders of the Church have taught

during this general conference. Apply the

teachings that will help you and your fam-

ily. Let all of us, regardless of our family

circumstances, bring into our homes the

teachings of the prophets and the apos-

tles to strengthen our relationships with

each other, with our Father in Heaven,

and with the Lord Jesus Christ. I promise

you in the name of the Lord that if you

will listen not just with your ears but also

with your heart, the Holy Ghost will man-
ifest the truth unto you of the messages

delivered by President Hinckley, his coun-

selors, the Apostles, and other leaders of

the Church. The Spirit will prompt you

to know what you should do as individu-

als and as families in order to follow our

counsel, that your testimonies might be

strengthened and that you might have

peace and joy.

My brothers and sisters, I testify to

you that the fulness of the everlasting

gospel of Jesus Christ has been restored

to the earth through the Prophet Joseph

Smith. Today we are blessed to be led

by God's prophet, President Gordon B.

Hinckley. May we listen and then do those

things that he teaches us is my humble
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "O My Father."

President Monson

This magnificent choir has just ren-

dered the beautiful number "O My Fa-

ther."

As you leave the conference this

morning, we ask you to obey traffic rules,

to use caution, and to be courteous in

driving.

We express our appreciation to the

Tabernacle Choir for the beautiful music

they've provided this morning.

It will now be our pleasure to listen

to our beloved prophet, President Gor-

don B. Hinckley. Following his remarks,

this session will conclude with the choir

singing "High on the Mountain Top." The
benediction will then be offered by Elder

Richard H. Winkel of the Seventy. The
concluding session of the conference will

begin at 2:00 this afternoon.


