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He has sounded forth the trumpet

that shall never call retreat;

He is sifting out the hearts of men
before his judgment seat.

Oh, be swift, my soul, to answer him;

be jubilant my feet!

Our God is marching on.

["Battle Hymn of the Republic,"

Hymns, no. 60]

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elders L. Lionel Kendrick and Bruce

D. Porter of the Seventy have just spoken

to us.

We shall now have the pleasure to

hear from Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the

Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.

Elder Dallin H. Oaks

Accountability for our use of resources

As we approach the conclusion of

this wonderful conference, it is timely to

ask ourselves what we are going to strive

to become because of what we have heard

from the Lord's servants.

We are accountable and will be
judged for how we use what we have re-

ceived. This eternal principle applies to all

we have been given. In the parable of the

talents (see Matthew 25:14-30), the Sav-

ior taught this principle with reference to

the use of property. The principle of ac-

countability also applies to the spiritual

resources conferred in the teachings we
have been given and to the precious hours

and days allotted to each of us during our

time in mortality.

I wish to examine how this principle

of accountability applies to our use of the

enlarged time and information we have

been given in our day.

Because of increased life expectan-

cies and modern timesaving devices, most

of us have far more discretionary time

than our predecessors. We are account-

able for how we use that time. "Thou shalt

not idle away thy time," and "Cease to be

idle" (D&C 60:13; 88:124), the Lord com-

manded the early missionaries and mem-
bers. "Time flies on wings of lightning,"

we sing in a popular hymn; "we cannot

call it back. It comes, then passes forward

along its onward track. And if we are not

mindful, the chance will fade away, for life

is quick in passing. 'Tis as a single day"

("Improve the Shining Moments," Hymns,

no. 226).

The significance of our increased dis-

cretionary time has been magnified many
times by modern data-retrieval technol-

ogy. For good or for evil, devices like the

Internet and the compact disc have put at

our fingertips an incredible inventory of

information, insights, and images. Along

with fast food, we have fast communica-

tions and fast facts. The effect of these re-

sources on some of us seems to fulfill the

prophet Daniel's prophecy that in the last

days "knowledge shall be increased" and

"many shall run to and fro" (Daniel 12:4).

Principles for using time and information

With greatly increased free time and

vastly more alternatives for its use, it is

prudent to review the fundamental prin-

ciples that should guide us. Temporal
circumstances change, but the eternal

laws and principles that should guide our

choices never change.

Value what we have, not a bigger truckload

A homely story contains a warning. I

like this story because it translates easily

into different languages and cultures.

Two men formed a partnership. They

built a small shed beside a busy road.
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They obtained a truck and drove it to a

farmer's field, where they purchased a

truckload of melons for a dollar a melon.

They drove the loaded truck to their shed

by the road, where they sold their mel-

ons for a dollar a melon. They drove back

to the farmer's field and bought another

truckload of melons for a dollar a melon.

Transporting them to the roadside, they

again sold them for a dollar a melon. As
they drove back to the farmer's field to

get another load, one partner said to the

other, "We're not making much money on

this business, are we?" "No, we're not," his

partner replied. "Do you think we need a

bigger truck?"

We don't need a bigger truckload of

information, either. Like the two partners

in my story, our biggest need is a clearer

focus on how we should value and use

what we already have.

Because of modern technology, the

contents of huge libraries and other data

resources are at the fingertips of many of

us. Some choose to spend countless hours

in unfocused surfing the Internet, watch-

ing trivial television, or scanning other

avalanches of information. But to what

purpose? Those who engage in such ac-

tivities are like the two partners in my
story, hurrying to and fro, hauling more
and more but failing to grasp the essential

truth that we cannot make a profit from

our efforts until we understand the true

value of what is already within our grasp.

A poet described this delusion as an

"endless cycle" that brings "knowledge of

words, and ignorance of the Word," in

which "wisdom" is "lost in knowledge"

and "knowledge" is "lost in information"

(T. S. Eliot, "Choruses from 'The Rock,'

"

in The Complete Poems and Plays, 1909-

1950 [1962], 96).

Be wise andfocused in using information

We have thousands of times more
available information than Thomas Jef-

ferson or Abraham Lincoln. Yet which of

us would think ourselves a thousand times

more educated or more serviceable to our

fellowmen than they? The sublime quality

of what these two men gave to us—includ-

ing the Declaration of Independence and

the Gettysburg Address—was not attrib-

utable to their great resources of informa-

tion, for their libraries were comparatively

small by our standards. Theirs was the

wise and inspired use of a limited amount
of information.

Available information wisely used is

far more valuable than multiplied infor-

mation allowed to lie fallow. I had to learn

this obvious lesson as a law student.

Over 45 years ago I was introduced to

a law library with hundreds of thousands

of law books. (Today such a library would
also include millions of additional pages

available by electronic data retrieval.)

When I began to prepare an assigned pa-

per, I spent many days searching in hun-

dreds of books for the needed material.

I soon learned the obvious truth (already

familiar to experienced researchers) that

I could never complete my assigned task

within the available time unless I focused

my research in the beginning and stopped

that research soon enough to have time

to analyze my findings and compose my
conclusions.

Faced with an excess of information

in the marvelous resources we have been

given, we must begin with focus or we
are likely to become like those in the

well-known prophecy about people in the

last days
—

"ever learning, and never able

to come to the knowledge of the truth"

(2 Timothy 3:7). We also need quiet time

and prayerful pondering as we seek to

develop information into knowledge and

mature knowledge into wisdom.

Avoid harmful information

We also need focus to avoid what is

harmful. The abundant information and

images accessible on the Internet call for

sharp focus and control to avoid access-

ing the pornography that is an increasing

scourge in our society. As the Deseret News
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noted in a recent editorial, "Images that

used to be hidden in out-of-the-way store

counters now are as close as a mouse
click" ("Staying ahead of Pornography,"

21-22 Feb. 2001, A12). The Internet has

made pornography accessible almost with-

out effort and often without leaving the

privacy of one's home or room. The Inter-

net has also facilitated the predatory ac-

tivities of adults who use its anonymity

and accessibility to stalk children for evil

purposes. Parents and youth, beware!

Usefocused, not excessive, teaching resources

There are many gospel implications

of this easily accessible flood of informa-

tion. For example, our Church web site

now provides access to all of the general

conference addresses and other contents

of Church magazines for the past 30 years.

Teachers can download bales of infor-

mation on any subject. When highly fo-

cused, a handout can enrich. But a bale of

handouts can detract from our attempt to

teach gospel principles with clarity and

testimony. Stacks of supplementary mate-

rial can impoverish rather than enrich, be-

cause they can blur students' focus on the

assigned principles and draw them away
from prayerfully seeking to apply those

principles in their own lives.

Nephi taught, "Feast upon the words

of Christ; for behold, the words of Christ

will tell you all things what ye should do"

(2 Nephi 32:3). That is focus. Nephi also

said that as he taught from the scriptures,

"I did liken all scriptures unto us, that

it might be for our profit and learning"

(1 Nephi 19:23). That is personal applica-

tion.

As a further illustration of the need

for focus in using and teaching from the

great information resources of the past,

consider the comparative value today of

the advice Brigham Young gave to an

audience 140 years ago with what Presi-

dent Hinckley and other servants of the

Lord are saying to each of us right now, in

this conference. Or compare the value to

each of us of some other facts or advice

from the distant past with what our stake

president said at our last stake confer-

ence or what our bishop counseled us last

Sunday.

Hear and heed the Spirit's whisperings

Overarching all of this is the impor-

tance of what the Spirit whispered to us

last night or this morning about our own
specific needs. Each of us should be care-

ful that the current flood of information

does not occupy our time so completely

that we cannot focus on and hear and
heed the still, small voice that is available

to guide each of us with our own chal-

lenges today.

I hope that these cautions on the

need for focus will not be understood as

hostile to selective use of the new tech-

nology that has put such a wealth of in-

formation at our fingertips. In this I echo

Brigham Young, who declared:

"Every discovery in science and art,

that is really true and useful to mankind,

has been given by direct revelation from
God. . . . We should take advantage of all

these great discoveries . . . and give to

our children the benefit of every branch

of useful knowledge, to prepare them to

step forward and efficiently do their part

in the great work" (Deseret News, 22 Oct.

1862, 129).

Principles for establishing priorities

We also need priorities. Our priori-

ties determine what we seek in life. Most
of what has been taught in this confer-

ence concerns priorities. I hope we will

heed these teachings.

Give top priority to God and His work

Jesus taught about priorities when He
said, "Seek not the things of this world

but seek ye first to build up the kingdom
of God, and to establish his righteousness,

and all these things shall be added unto
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you" (Joseph Smith Translation, Matthew
6:38; in Matthew 6:33; footnote a).

"Seek . . . first to build up the king-

dom of God" means to assign first priority

to God and to His work. The work of God
is to bring to pass the eternal life of His

children (see Moses 1:39), and all that this

entails in the birth, nurturing, teaching,

and sealing of our Heavenly Father's chil-

dren. Everything else is lower in priority.

Think about that reality as we consider

some teachings and some examples on
priorities. As someone has said, if we do
not choose the kingdom of God first, it

will make little difference in the long run

what we have chosen instead of it.

Seek revealed knowledge and eternal treasures

As regards knowledge, the highest

priority religious knowledge is what we
receive in the temple. That knowledge is

obtained from the explicit and symbolic

teachings of the endowment and from
the whisperings of the Spirit that come as

we are desirous to seek and receptive to

hear the revelation available to us in that

sacred place.

As regards property, Jesus taught that

"a man's life consisteth not in the abun-

dance of the things which he possesseth"

(Luke 12:15). Consequently, we should

not lay up for ourselves "treasures upon
earth, where moth and rust doth corrupt,

and where thieves break through and
steal" (Matthew 6:19). In other words, the

treasures of our hearts—our priorities

—

should not be what the scriptures call

"riches [and] the vain things of this world"

(Alma 39:14). The "vain things of [the]

world" include every combination of that

worldly quartet of property, pride, promi-

nence, and power. As to all of these, the

scriptures remind us that "you cannot
carry them with you" (Alma 39:14). We
should be seeking the kind of treasures

the scriptures promise the faithful: "great

treasures of knowledge, even hidden trea-

sures" (D&C 89:19).

All around us we have the good ex-

amples of those who seek permanent
treasures—those who "hunger and thirst

after righteousness" (Matthew 5:6) and

put the kingdom of God first in their

lives. Among the most visible such ex-

amples are the men and women who set

aside their worldly pursuits and even say

good-bye to their families to serve mis-

sions for the Lord. Tens of thousands of

these are young missionaries. In addition,

I pay particular tribute to those who serve

missions in their mature years, some as

mission leaders and some as what we call

couple missionaries. Their remarkable ser-

vice evidences their priorities, and their

impressive example is a guide to their fam-

ilies and to all who know them.

Prioritize precious, qualityfamily time

Our priorities are most visible in how
we use our time. Someone has said, "Three

things never come back—the spent arrow,

the spoken word, and the lost opportu-

nity." We cannot recycle or save the time

allotted to us each day. With time, we have

only one opportunity for choice, and then

it is gone forever.

Good choices are especially impor-

tant in our family life. For example, how
do family members spend their free time

together? Time together is necessary but

not sufficient. Priorities should govern us

in the precious time we give to our fam-

ily relationships. Compare the impact of

time spent merely in the same room as

spectators for television viewing with the

significance of time spent communicating

with one another individually and as a

family.

To cite another example, how much
time does a family allocate to learning the

gospel by scripture study and parental

teachings, in contrast to the time family

members spend viewing sports contests,

talk shows, or soap operas? I believe many
of us are overnourished on entertainment

junk food and undernourished on the

bread of life.
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Make decisions based on their eternal impact

In terms of priorities for each major

decision (such as education, occupation,

place of residence, marriage, or childbear-

ing), we should ask ourselves, "What will

be the eternal impact of this decision?"

Some decisions that seem desirable for

mortality have unacceptable risks for eter-

nity. In all such choices, we need to have

inspired priorities and apply them in ways

that will bring eternal blessings to us and

to our family members.
Then, after we have done all we can,

we should remember the wise counsel and

comforting assurance of King Benjamin,

who taught, "And see that all these things

are done in wisdom and order; for it is

not requisite that a man should run faster

than he has strength" (Mosiah 4:27).

Secure relationships through ordinances

and covenants

The ultimate Latter-day Saint priori-

ties are twofold: First, we seek to under-

stand our relationship to God the Eternal

Father and His Son, Jesus Christ, and to

secure that relationship by obtaining their

saving ordinances and by keeping our

personal covenants. Second, we seek to

understand our relationship to our family

members and to secure those relation-

ships by the ordinances of the temple and

by keeping the covenants we make in that

holy place. These relationships, secured

in the way I have explained, provide eter-

nal blessings available in no other way.

No combination of science, success, prop-

erty, pride, prominence, or power can

provide these eternal blessings!

I testify that this is true, and I testify

of God the Father, whose plan establishes

the way, and of our Savior, Jesus Christ,

whose Atonement makes it all possible. In

the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles has just spoken to

us.

As we conclude the conference, we
express appreciation to the Tabernacle

Choir, the combined choir from Ricks

College, and the Melchizedek Priesthood

choir from stakes in Salt Lake, and their

conductors and organists for the beautiful

and inspiring music.

We thank our city officials for the

cooperation given this conference; the

doctors, Church Health Unit nurses, and

ambulance services which have been on
hand to render assistance; the ushers and

interpreters; and those who are respon-

sible for the beautiful flowers on Temple
Square and in the Conference Center. We
also express appreciation to local and na-

tional media representatives for their cov-

erage of the conference and to the owners

and operators of the many radio and tele-

vision stations, cable systems, and Inter-

net service providers who have given time

and made facilities available to carry ses-

sions of this conference to many countries.

As you leave the conference this af-

ternoon, please obey the traffic rules, use

caution, and be courteous in driving.

President Gordon B. Hinckley, our

beloved prophet, will be our concluding

speaker. Following President Hinckley's

remarks, the choir will sing "Abide with

Me; 'Tis Eventide." The benediction will

then be offered by Elder Robert S. Wood
of the Seventy, and this conference will

then be adjourned for six months.


