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Polish

Korean
French—15 languages.

Again in English: I know the gospel is

true and that Jesus is the Christ.

"We preach of Christ"

I love this Book of Mormon: Another
Testament of Jesus Christ. Study it and
one can understand both the Old Testa-

ment and the New Testament in the

Bible. I know it is true.

In this 1830 edition of the Book of

Mormon, printed by 23-year-old Egbert

B. Grandin for 23-year-old Joseph Smith

Jr., I read from page 105:

"We talk of Christ, we rejoice in

Christ, we preach of Christ, we prophesy

of Christ, and we write according to our

prophecies, that our children may know
to what source they may look for a remis-

sion of their sins." 20

And that, I assure you, is exactly what
we do. In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.
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Bishop H. David Burton

Stand tall on the side of righteousness

A man of wisdom often offered this

simple piece of advice: "David, stand tall."

My dad did not expect that I would add
inches to my stature or rise up on my tip-

toes. He meant that I should be coura-

geous in my decision, not compromising

principles, not violating spiritual values,

and not shrinking from responsibility.

When I have followed his advice, life has

been very good. When I have failed to

stand tall, life has usually been unpleasant.

I recently asked my two young grand-

sons what it would mean to them if Heav-

enly Father asked them to stand tall. I

noticed one inadvertently raised himself

to his tippy-toes so as to seem a little taller.

And then they quickly said in unison, "He
wants us to do what is right."
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Out of the deep anguish and turmoil

of September 11th have come many in-

stances of men, women, and nations stand-

ing tall. Foes and friends have come
together against a common enemy. Un-
common acts of bravery have become com-

monplace. Humanitarian response seems

to know no bounds. Men and women, re-

gardless of race or creed, have reached out

to victims and their families. Countless

prayers have been offered. The forces for

good are standing tall against the forces of

terror and senseless mayhem.
It is said that a fence-sitter eventually

has to come down on one side or the other.

Ifwe are sitting on the top of life's fences,

now is the time to muster the courage to

stand tall on the side of righteousness and

shun the shackles of sin.

Jesus stood tall against temptation

The life, ministry, and teachings of

our Savior, Jesus Christ, provide a tem-

plate for introspective assessment. Jesus

Christ is our perfect example of one who
always stood tall. He is the one who per-

sonifies integrity, strength, and courage.

I would like to use three examples from

the Savior's ministry.

First, after His baptism, Jesus was
prompted to remove Himself to com-
mune with His Father. For 40 days He
chose not to eat, in order that His mortal

body might be subjected to His divine

spirit. In this weakened state, He was vis-

ited by the tempter, who suggested that

the Savior use His great power to perform

extraordinary feats.

To the tempter's request that He turn

stones to bread to relieve His hunger, the

Savior stood tall by replying, "It is written,

Man shall not live by bread alone, but

by every word that proceedeth out of the

mouth of God" (Matthew 4:4). To the no-

tion that He throw himself from a high

place to be saved by the hands of angels,

He triumphantly stated, "Thou shalt not

tempt the Lord thy God" (Matthew 4:7).

To the proposition that the Savior fall on

His knees and worship the devil in ex-

change for the wealth and splendor of

earthly glory, He valiantly replied, "Thou
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him
only shalt thou serve" (Matthew 4:10).

Stand tall against love of material things

The tempter's insidious ways continue

unabated. The quest for "things" has en-

ticed some to depart from principle. Fail-

ure to distinguish between needs and wants

has muddied men's minds. Families are

starving for the affection, recognition, and
leadership of parents. Many are resorting

to unethical, immoral, and, on occasion,

illegal methods to acquire more and more
material goods.

If you find yourself entrapped in the

pursuit of material things, now is the time

to courageously stand tall. If you worship

the items money can buy more than you
cherish the love of God, now is the time

to stand tall. Ifyou have been blessed with

abundance beyond your needs, now is the

time to stand tall in sharing with those

whose needs remain unfulfilled.

Stand tall against profanity and vulgarity

The second example—on one occa-

sion the Savior called together His fol-

lowers and said, "Hear, and understand:

Not that which goeth into the mouth de-

fileth a man; but that which cometh out of

the mouth, this defileth a man" (Matthew

15:10-11).

As a normal part of everyday lan-

guage, many people take the name of

God in vain. Among our youth, vulgar and
crude terms seem to come easily as they

describe their feelings. My young friends,

now is the time to stand tall in eliminating

these words from your vocabulary. You
know the words to which I refer. Unfortu-

nately, you hear them used over and over

again in your schools, music, and sports.

Will it take courage to stand tall? Of
course it will. Can you muster the cour-

age? Of course you can. Seek strength
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from your Heavenly Father to overcome

it. The Savior said, "Pray always, and I will

pour out my Spirit upon you, and great

shall be your blessing" (D&C 19:38). It has

been said, "You reach the greatest heights

while on your knees" ("Standing Tall,"

New Era, Oct. 2001, 19).

Profanity and crudeness do not exalt;

they defile. My wife and I have attended

hundreds of youth sporting events. Too
often we hear profanity expressed by

coaches and other adults who should be

role models. Adults need to stand tall in

eliminating crude and profane language.

Stand tall in dressing modestly

You have heard the phrase "Your ac-

tions speak so loudly I cannot hear your

words." Our actions indeed speak volumes

about us. We need to stand tall in follow-

ing the counsel of the prophets to attire

ourselves modestly. "Immodest clothing

includes short shorts and skirts, tight

[form-fitting] clothing, shirts that do not

cover the stomach, and other revealing at-

tire" {For the Strength of Youth [2001], 12).

Clothing that is modest, neat, and clean

uplifts. Immodest clothing degrades. If

there is any question, ask yourself, "Would
I feel comfortable with my appearance

if I were in the Lord's presence?" {For the

Strength of Youth, 13).

Mothers, you can be our examples

and conscience in this important matter.

But remember, young people can detect

hypocrisy as easily as they can smell the

wonderful aroma of freshly baked bread.

Parents, counsel your sons and daughters

and then join with them in standing tall

against immodesty.

Stand tall in reaching out to neighbors

Third, you will recall that in response

to the lawyer's question about who is our

neighbor, the Savior recounted that a cer-

tain man traveling from Jerusalem to Jeri-

cho fell among thieves and was beaten,

robbed, and left for dead. The first to

come his way was a priest, who looked

away and passed by on the other side of

the road. Likewise, the next to discover

his plight stopped to look but passed with-

out rendering aid. The third, a Samaritan,

bound up his wounds and made arrange-

ments for his care. Then Jesus asked which

of them was the neighbor. The lawyer re-

sponded that the neighbor was he who
showed mercy. In response the Savior said,

"Go, and do thou likewise" (Luke 10:37;

see verses 30-37).

As we reach out to our neighbors, are

we sensitive not only to their needs but

also to their feelings? Is our neighbor-

liness selective and confined to those of

our faith, or is it all-inclusive regardless of

faith, color, or any other perceived differ-

ences?

To the Savior there was no reserva-

tion in the definition of neighbor. Some-
times our unique Church language can be

misinterpreted and appear insensitive or

even condescending to our neighbors. As
Elder Ballard suggested yesterday, I too

feel uncomfortable with the term non-

member. When we refer to others as non-

members, they might wonder if we feel

they are not members of our community,

city, or even the human race. We are quick

to say we are accepting and inclusive in

our neighborly relationships, but to some
we too often come across as barely toler-

ating. Love of neighbor comes only after

love of self and God. Let us stand tall in

extending unequivocal love and respect to

our neighbors.

Is it worth it to stand tall?

A dear family friend passed away a

few years ago. He and his wife enjoyed

hiking together in the mountains. One
fall afternoon they hiked several miles up
a steep mountainside to a beautiful wa-

terfall. While descending the trail, several

hikers making the climb upward asked

the question, "Is it worth it?" Our friends'

reply was always in the affirmative. Later,

they observed that the effort was worth it
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only if you enjoyed the fresh air, alpine

beauty, exercise, and loving companion-

ship.

Feeling intense pressure from peers

and the need to be accepted, some may
ask the question, "Is it worth the effort to

stand tall?" To that question I respond,

"If life eternal is important to you and if

you want to experience real joy in this life,

then standing tall is worth the determina-

tion and tireless daily effort it requires."

May we all stand tall on the side of

righteousness, I pray in the sacred name of

our Lord and Master, Jesus Christ, amen.

President Hinckley

The choir and congregation will now
sing "Redeemer of Israel." Sister Sharon

G. Larsen, second counselor in the Young
Women general presidency, will then ad-

dress us. She will be followed by Elder

Russell M. Nelson of the Quorum of the

Twelve Apostles. The choir will then sing

"Did You Think to Pray?"

The choir and congregation sang

"Redeemer of Israel."

Sister Sharon G. Larsen

"They that be with us are more"

As parents and leaders of youth, it

might be easy to lose our faith and wring

our hands with worry for them and the

world they are living in.

Our circumstances today are not with-

out precedence or hope. When Enoch was

the prophet, the heavens wept because of

the wickedness of the world (see Moses
7:28-37). There is no doubt the heavens

are weeping today.

Elisha the prophet was surrounded by

the whole Syrian army determined to kill

him. He reassured his worried and only

companion, who was busy counting Syr-

ian heads, that when we are on the Lord's

side, regardless of numbers or worldly

power, we are in the majority. I testify that

the consoling words of Elisha to his young

friend are still true today: "They that be

with us are more than they that be with

them" (2 Kings 6:16). The Lord will sur-

round and protect our young people with

chariots of fire, as He did for Elisha, in the

form of parents, grandparents, aunts, un-

cles, neighbors, leaders, and friends who
will vigorously love them and lead them.

Despite their strength, youth need help

The past four years I have been im-

mersed in the work of Young Women. As
we cross the world visiting with them, we
learn to some degree about their hopes

and dreams and fears and disappoint-

ments. I echo President Hinckley's words:

this is "the best generation this Church
has ever had" (Church News, 15 Feb. 1997,

3). As a whole, these young people are

valiantly and energetically taking a stand

for goodness and decency.

Strong and good as they are, our

young people need our help. And help is

available: The Young Women Personal

Progress program, the Aaronic Priest-

hood Duty to God program, the Guide-

bookfor Parents and Leaders ofYouth, and

the revised For the Strength of Youth will

help parents and leaders be actively and

directly involved in holding back the slid-

ing scale of morality. Our youth want
more than landlords. They want people

who will love them and lead them.

A father's expressions of love

A vital part of that loving is listening.

I know what listening really is because I

have had the blessed experience.


