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Discipline with love

Third, to provide discipline that is just

and is administered with love. Too often,

out of our own frustration and weakness,

we raise our hands to strike our children,

usually in an attempt to protect our own
selfish pride. Every child needs to be dis-

ciplined. Not only do they need it; they

expect it; they want it. Discipline gives di-

rection and teaches self-control, but in all

discipline there should be a sense of righ-

teous judgment and pure love.

When I was a little boy, my widowed

mother gave me the most severe discipline

possible. She said, with tears in her eyes,

"My son, I am so disappointed in you." The
pain in my heart was more than I could

bear. A thousand lashes could not have cut

me so deeply. I knew that such a rebuke

could only have been made to me out of

her pure love, for if there was one thing

that I was certain of, it was that my mother

loved me. I resolved never again to be sub-

ject to the disappointment and the broken

heart of an angel mother. I believe that I

have succeeded in that resolve.

When it comes to discipline, "Dad,

are you awake?"

Help sons become men of honor, respect

Dads, it is imperative that the chal-

lenges I have mentioned be mastered in

our lives if our sons are to be spiritually

and emotionally mature. If we do, then

they will not be ashamed of us, nor will

they ever be ashamed of themselves. They
will become men of honor, respect, full of

love, willing to serve the Savior and sub-

mit their will to Him. Then we will rejoice

in the fact that they are ours forever. They
will say, "Dad, are you awake?"

And we will respond, "Yes, my son,

I am awake."

In the name of Jesus Christ, amen.

President Monson

As we conclude the conference, we
express appreciation to the Tabernacle

Choir for the beautiful music they pro-

vided this afternoon.

Likewise we thank all who have as-

sisted in any way: our city officials, for

the cooperation given the conference; the

doctors, Church Health Unit nurses, and

ambulance services which have been on
hand to render assistance; and the ushers

and interpreters.

We also express appreciation to local

and national media representatives for

their coverage of the conference and to

the owners and the operators of the many
radio and television stations, cable sys-

tems, and Internet service providers who
have given time and made facilities avail-

able to carry sessions of this conference in

many countries of the world.

As you leave the conference, once

again we ask you to obey traffic rules, to

use caution, and to be courteous in driv-

ing.

President Gordon B. Hinckley, our

beloved prophet, will be our concluding

speaker. Following President Hinckley's

remarks, the choir will sing "We Ever

Pray for Thee." The benediction will then

be offered by Elder Gerald L. Taylor of

the Seventy, and this conference will then

be adjourned for six months.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Each a better person

What a wonderful conference this

has been, my brothers and sisters. As we

return to our homes and to our daily ac-

tivities, each of us should be a better indi-

vidual than we were when the conference

opened.
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All who have spoken have done very

well. The prayers have been inspirational.

The music has been magnificent.

But what matters most is what may
have occurred within each of us as a result

of our experience. I, for one, have made a

stronger resolution within myself to be a

better person than I have been in the past.

I hope that I will be a little kinder to any I

meet who may be in distress. I hope that

I will be a little more helpful to those who
are in need. I hope that I will be a little

more worthy of your confidence. I hope
that I will be a better husband, a better fa-

ther and grandfather. I hope that I will be

a better neighbor and friend. I hope that

I will be a better Latter-day Saint, with an

increased understanding of the wonderful

aspects of this glorious gospel.

I challenge every one of you who can

hear me to rise to the divinity within you.

Do we really realize what it means to be a

child of God, to have within us something

of the divine nature?

I believe with all my heart that the

Latter-day Saints, generally speaking, are

good people. If we live by the principles

of the gospel, we must be good people, for

we will be generous and kind, thoughtful

and tolerant, helpful and outreaching to

those in distress. We can either subdue the

divine nature and hide it so that it finds

no expression in our lives, or we can bring

it to the front and let it shine through all

that we do.

Room for improvement

There is room for improvement in ev-

ery life. Regardless of our occupations,

regardless of our circumstances, we can

improve ourselves and while so doing have

an effect on the lives of those about us.

We do not need to wear our religion

on our sleeves. We certainly do not need

to be boastful about it or to be arrogant in

any way. Such becomes a negation of the

Spirit of the Christ, whom we ought to try

to emulate. That Spirit finds expression

in the heart and the soul, in the quiet and

unboastful manner of our lives.

All of us have seen those we almost

envy because they have cultivated a man-

ner that, without even mentioning it, speaks

of the beauty of the gospel they have incor-

porated in their behavior.

We can lower our voices a few deci-

bels. We can return good for evil. We can

smile when anger might be so much eas-

ier. We can exercise self-control and self-

discipline and dismiss any affront levied

against us.

Let us be a happy people. The Lord's

plan is a plan of happiness. The way will be

lighter, the worries will be fewer, the con-

frontations will be less difficult if we culti-

vate a spirit of happiness.

Work harder to succeed in our homes

Let us work a little harder at the re-

sponsibility we have as parents. The home
is the basic unit of society. The family is

the basic organization of the Church. We
are deeply concerned over the quality of

the lives of our people as husbands and

wives and as parents and children.

There is too much of criticism and

faultfinding with anger and raised voices.

The pressures we feel each day are tre-

mendous. Husbands come home from

their employment each day tired and short

tempered. Unfortunately, most of the wives

work. They too face a serious challenge

that may be more costly than it is worth.

Children are left to seek their own enter-

tainment, and much of it is not good.

My brothers and sisters, we must work

at our responsibility as parents as if every-

thing in life counted on it, because in fact

everything in life does count on it.

If we fail in our homes, we fail in our

lives. No man is truly successful who has

failed in his home. I ask you men, partic-

ularly, to pause and take stock of your-

selves as husbands and fathers and heads

of households. Pray for guidance, for help,

for direction, and then follow the whisper-
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ings of the Spirit to guide you in the most

serious of all responsibilities, for the con-

sequences of your leadership in your home
will be eternal and everlasting.

Bring to pass God's eternal purposes

God bless you, my beloved associ-

ates. May a spirit of peace and love attend

you wherever you may be. May there be

harmony in your lives. As I've said to our

youth in many areas, be smart, be clean,

be true, be grateful, be humble, be prayer-

ful. May you kneel in prayer before the

Almighty with thanksgiving unto Him for

His bounteous blessings. May you then

stand on your feet and go forward as sons

and daughters of God to bring to pass His

eternal purposes, each in your own way,

is my humble prayer as I leave my love

and blessing with you, in the sacred name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang "We Ever Pray for

Thee."

Elder Gerald L. Taylor offered the

benediction.

SUMMARY OF CONFERENCE MUSIC
The Tabernacle Choir provided the

music for the Saturday morning, Sunday

morning, and Sunday afternoon sessions.

Craig Jessop, Mack Wilberg, and Barlow

Bradford directed the choir. Clay Chris-

tiansen, Richard Elliott, Linda Margetts,

and Bonnie Goodliffe were the organists.

A family choir from stakes in the Salt

Lake Hunter Area provided music for the

Saturday afternoon session. Jared L. Dunn
directed the choir, and Linda Margetts was

the organist.

An Aaronic Priesthood choir from

stakes in Provo, Utah, provided music for

the priesthood session. Andrew Crane di-

rected the choir, and John Longhurst was

the organist.

Throughout the conference sessions,

prelude, postlude, and interlude music

and accompaniments on the organ were

played by John Longhurst, Clay Christian-

sen, Richard Elliott, Linda Margetts, and

Bonnie Goodliffe.

F. Michael Watson
Clerk of the Conference


