82 GENERAL CONFERENCE

Sunday, April 2, 2006

the earth and they shall write it” (2 Nephi
29:8, 11-12; see also 1 Nephi 13:38-39).

Furthermore, the Book of Mormon
teaches that all of these groups will have
the writings of the others (see 2 Nephi
29:13).

We conclude from this that the Lord
will eventually cause the inspired teach-
ings He has given to His children in vari-
ous nations to be brought forth for the
benefit of all people. This will include ac-
counts of the visit of the resurrected Lord
to what we call the lost tribes of Israel and
His revelations to all the seed of Abra-
ham. The finding of the Dead Sea Scrolls
shows one way this can occur.

When new writings come forth—and
according to prophecy they will—we hope
they will not be treated with the rejection
some applied to the Book of Mormon be-
cause they already had a Bible (see 2 Ne-
phi 29:3-10). As the Lord said through a
prophet in that book, “And because that I
have spoken one word ye need not sup-
pose that I cannot speak another; for my
work is not yet finished; neither shall it be
until the end of man” (2 Nephi 29:9).

Truly, the gospel is for all men every-
where—every nation, every people. All are
invited.

We live in the day foretold when righ-
teousness is sent down out of heaven and
truth out of the earth “to sweep the earth
as with a flood,” and to gather out the
elect “from the four quarters of the earth”
(Moses 7:62). The Book of Mormon has
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come forth to remind us of the covenants
of the Lord, to the convincing of all “that
Jesus is the Christ, the Eternal God, mani-
festing himself unto all nations” (Book of
Mormon title page). I add this, my testi-
mony of Him and His mission, in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

NOTES

1. History of the Church, 2:229.

2. See Gary Browning, Russia and the Re-
stored Gospel (1997), 200-201, 220-21.

3. Examples from Nigeria, Thailand, Cam-
bodia, and Mongolia as related by mis-
sion presidents who have served in those
countries.

The choir sang “O Lord Most Holy.”

President Monson

We express our thanks to the Taber-
nacle Choir for the beautiful music they
have provided this morning and to all who
have participated in any way.

It will now be our privilege to hear
from President Gordon B. Hinckley, our
beloved prophet, who will be the conclud-
ing speaker at this session. Following Pres-
ident Hinckley’s remarks, the choir will
sing “My Redeemer Lives.” The benedic-
tion will then be offered by Elder Marlin
K. Jensen of the Seventy. The concluding
session of this conference will begin at
2:00 this afternoon.

President Gordon B. Hinckley

Gratitude for the Lord’s blessings

My beloved brothers and sisters, 1
thank you for your prayers in my behalf.
I now pray for your sustaining faith.

When a man reaches my age, he
pauses now and again to reflect on what
has led him to his present status in life.

I feel to indulge upon your time in
what might be regarded as a selfish man-
ner. I do so because the life of the Presi-
dent of the Church really belongs to the
entire Church. He has very little privacy
and no secrets. My talk this morning will
be different from any, I think, previously
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heard in the general conferences of the
Church.

I now face the sunset of my life. We
are all totally in the hands of the Lord. As
many of you know, I recently underwent
major surgery. It is the first time in my 95
years that I have been a patient in a hospi-
tal. I do not recommend it to anyone. My
doctors say that I still have some residual
problems.

I am now approaching my 96th birth-
day. I take this opportunity to express ap-
preciation and gratitude for the remarkable
blessings the Lord has showered upon me.

Choices guided by the Lord

We all face choices in the course of
our lives, some of them with a siren song
of wealth and prosperity; others appear
less promising. Somehow the Lord has
watched over and guided my choices, al-
though it was not always evident at the
time.

There come to mind the words of Rob-
ert Frost’s poem “The Road Not Taken,”
which concludes with these lines:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,

And that has made all the difference.
[The Poetry of Robert Frost, ed. Edward
Connery Lathem (1969), 105]

I think of the words of the Lord: “Seek
ye the kingdom of God; and all these
things shall be added unto you” (Luke
12:31).

It was 48 years ago at this April confer-
ence that I was first sustained as a General
Authority. Since that time I have spoken
in every general conference of the Church.
I have given well over 200 such talks. I have
dealt with a great variety of subjects. But
running through all has been a dominant
thread of testimony of this great latter-day
work.

Blessings a result of Church activity

But things have changed and are
changing. My beloved companion of 67
years left me two years ago. I miss her
more than I can say. She was really a re-
markable woman, one with whom I walked
side by side in perfect companionship
for more than two-thirds of a century. As I
look back upon my life, I do so with a mea-
sure of wonder and awe. Everything good
that has happened, including my marriage,
I owe to my activity in the Church.

I had occasion the other evening to
review an incomplete list of societies and
organizations that have honored me, all
because of my activity in the Church. Pres-
idents of the United States, a substantial
number of them, have come to the Office
of the Presidency of the Church. I have on
my office wall a photograph of my present-
ing a Book of Mormon to President Ronald
Reagan. In my bookcase is the Presiden-
tial Medal of Freedom given to me by
President Bush. I have been to the White
House on a number of occasions. I have
hosted and mingled with prime ministers
and ambassadors of many nations, includ-
ing Prime Ministers Margaret Thatcher
and Harold Macmillan of the United King-
dom.

I have known and worked with every
President of the Church from President
Grant down to Howard W. Hunter. I have
known and loved all of the General Au-
thorities through these many, many years.

Opportunities to know Church leaders

I am now trying to deal with the many
books and artifacts that I have accumu-
lated over the years. In the course of this
process I found an old journal with spo-
radic entries from the years 1951 to 1954.
At that time I was a counselor in my stake
presidency and had not yet been called as
a General Authority.
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As I read through this old journal, I
recalled with appreciation how, through
the kindness of the Lord, I came to know
very intimately and well all of the First
Presidency and members of the Quorum
of the Twelve. Such an opportunity could
not now be had by anyone because the
Church is much larger.

The journal contains entries such as
the following:

“March 11, 1953—President McKay
discussed with me the April conference
program for mission presidents.

“Thursday, March 19—Joseph Field-
ing Smith asked that I get one of the Breth-
ren to illustrate handling of Saturday night
missionary conferences. . . . I believe that
Spencer W. Kimball or Mark E. Petersen
should take care of it.

“Thursday, March 26—President Mc-
Kay told an interesting story. He said, ‘A
farmer had a large tract of land. When he
grew old it became too much for him. He
had a family of boys. He called the boys
around him and told them they would have
to carry the load. The father rested. But
one day he walked out into the field. The
boys told him to go back, they did not need
his help. He said, “My shadow on this farm
is worth more than the labor of all of you.”’
President McKay said that the father in the
story represented President Stephen L.
Richards, who was ill, but whose contri-
bution and friendship President McKay
valued so highly.

“Friday, April 3, 1953—Attended
temple meeting with General Authorities
and mission presidents from 9 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. More than 30 mission presidents
spoke. All want more missionaries. All
making good progress.

“Tuesday, April 14—President Rich-
ards at office, had a pleasant visit with
him. He appears tired and weak. I feel he
has been preserved by the Lord for a great
purpose.

“Monday, April 20, 1953—Had an in-
teresting visit with Henry D. Moyle of the
Council of the Twelve Apostles.
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“July 15, 1953—Albert E. Bowen,
member of the Council of the Twelve, died
after more than a year of serious illness.
Another of my friends has gone. . . . I got
to know him well. He was a wise and steady
man. Could never be rushed, and was never
in a rush. Extremely deliberate—a man of
uncommon wisdom, a man of great and
simple faith. The old, wise heads are pass-
ing on. They were my friends. In my brief
time I have seen many of the great men of
the Church come and go. Most of them I
have worked with and known intimately.
Time has a way of erasing their memory.
Another five years and such names as
Merrill, Widtsoe, Bowen—all powerful fig-
ures—will be forgotten by all but a few. A
man must get his satisfaction from his work
each day, must recognize that his family
may remember him, that he may count
with the Lord, but beyond that, small will
be his monument among the coming gen-
erations.”

And so it goes. I read it only to illus-
trate the remarkable relationship I had as
a young man with members of the First
Presidency and the Quorum of the Twelve.

Testimony borne on every continent

During my years I have also walked
among the impoverished and poor of the
earth and shared with them my love, my
concern, and my faith. I have associated
with men and women of privilege and
stature from many parts of the earth.
Through these opportunities I hope I have
made at least a small difference.

When I was a young man, a mere boy
of 11, I received a patriarchal blessing
from a man I had never seen before and
never saw thereafter. It is a remarkable
document, a prophetic document. It is
personal, and I will not read extensively
from it. However, it contains this state-
ment: “The nations of the earth shall hear
thy voice and be brought to a knowledge
of the truth by the wonderful testimony
which thou shalt bear.”
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When I was released from my mission
in England, I took a short trip on the Con-
tinent. I had borne my testimony in Lon-
don; I did so in Berlin and again in Paris
and later in Washington, D.C. I said to
myself that I had borne my testimony in
these great capitals of the world and had
fulfilled that part of my blessing.

That proved to be a mere scratching
of the surface. Since then I have lifted my
voice on every continent, in cities large
and small, all up and down from north to
south and east to west across this broad
world—from Cape Town to Stockholm,
from Moscow to Tokyo to Montreal, in
every great capital of the world. It is all a
miracle.

Challenge to read the Book of Mormon

Last year I asked members of the
Church throughout the world to again
read the Book of Mormon. Thousands,
even hundreds of thousands, responded
to that challenge. The Prophet Joseph
said in 1841, “I told the brethren that the
Book of Mormon was the most correct of
any book on earth, and the keystone of
our religion, and a man would get nearer
to God by abiding by its precepts, than by
any other book” (History of the Church,
4:461).

Accepting the truth of this statement,
I think something remarkable must have
happened to the people of this Church.
They were observed reading the Book of
Mormon while riding the bus, while eating
lunch, while in the doctor’s office waiting
room, and in scores of other situations. I
trust and hope that we have drawn closer
to God because of the reading of this
book.

200th anniversary of Prophet’s birth

Last December it was my privilege,
together with many of you, to honor the
Prophet Joseph on the 200th anniversary
of his birth. With Elder Ballard, I was at

his birthplace in Vermont while this great
Conference Center was filled with Latter-
day Saints and the word was carried by
satellite transmission across the world in
tribute to the beloved Prophet of this great
latter-day work.

Appreciation for Church

And so I might go on. I apologize
again for speaking in a personal vein. How-
ever, I do so only as an expression of ap-
preciation and gratitude for The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, all of
this coming to pass because of the place in
which the Lord has put me. My heart is
overwhelmed with gratitude and love.

To repeat:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.

I trust that you will not regard what I
have said as an obituary. Rather, I look
forward to the opportunity of speaking to
you again in October.

Testimony

Now, in conclusion, I hope that all of
you will remember that on this Sabbath
day you heard me bear my witness that this
is God’s holy work. The vision given the
Prophet Joseph in the grove of Palmyra
was not an imaginary thing. It was real.
It occurred in the broad light of day. Both
the Father and the Son spoke to the boy.
He saw Them standing in the air above
him. He heard Their voices. He gave heed
to Their instruction.

It was the resurrected Lord who was
introduced by His Father, the great God
of the universe. For the first time in re-
corded history, both the Father and the
Son appeared together to part the curtains
and open this, the last and final dispen-
sation, the dispensation of the fulness of
times.
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The Book of Mormon is all that it pur-
ports to be—a work recorded by prophets
who lived anciently and whose words have
come forth “to the convincing of the Jew
and Gentile that Jesus is the Christ, the
Eternal God, manifesting himself unto all
nations” (Book of Mormon title page).

The priesthood has been restored
under the hands of John the Baptist and
Peter, James, and John. All the keys and
authority pertaining to eternal life are ex-
ercised in this Church.

Afternoon Session

Joseph Smith was and is a prophet,
the great Prophet of this dispensation.
This Church, which carries the name of
the Redeemer, is true.

I leave you my testimony, my witness,
and my love for each of you, in the name
of Jesus Christ, amen.

The choir sang “My Redeemer Lives.”
Elder Marlin K. Jensen offered the
benediction.

SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION

The fifth session of the 176th Annual
General Conference convened in the Con-
ference Center at 2:00 p.m. on Sunday,
April 2, 2006. President James E. Faust
conducted this session.

The Tabernacle Choir provided the
music for this session. Craig Jessop and
Mack Wilberg directed the choir, and
Linda Margetts and Bonnie Goodliffe
were the organists.

President Faust made the following
remarks as the meeting began.

President James E. Faust

We welcome you this afternoon to the
fifth and concluding session of the 176th
Annual General Conference of The Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Presi-
dent Gordon B. Hinckley, who presides at
this conference, has asked that I, Brother
Faust, conduct this session.

We extend our greetings and bless-
ings to members of the Church and many
friends everywhere who are participating
in these proceedings by radio, television,
the Internet, or satellite transmission.

The music for this session will be pro-
vided by the Tabernacle Choir, under the
direction of Craig Jessop and Mack Wil-

berg, with Linda Margetts and Bonnie
Goodliffe at the organ.

The choir will open these services by
singing “Sing Praise to Him.” The invoca-
tion will then be offered by Elder Lance
B. Wickman of the Seventy.

Following the invocation, the choir
will sing “Jesus, Lover of My Soul.” El-
ders M. Russell Ballard and Richard G.
Scott of the Quorum of the Twelve Apos-
tles will then speak to us, and they will be
followed by Elder David R. Stone of the
Seventy.

The choir and congregation will then
sing “How Firm a Foundation.” At the
conclusion of the singing, Elders Robert
S. Wood and H. Bruce Stucki of the Sev-
enty will address us. Following their re-
marks, we will be pleased to hear from
Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin of the Quorum
of the Twelve Apostles.

The choir sang “Sing Praise to Him.”

Elder Lance B. Wickman offered the
invocation.

The choir sang “Jesus, Lover of My
Soul.”




