Where Two or Three Are Gathered
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If you listen with the Spirit, you will find your heart softened, your faith
strengthened, and your capacity to love the Lord increased.

My beloved brothers and sisters, | welcome you to the 186th Annual General
Conference of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. | rejoice to be with
you, and | welcome you warmly.

| am grateful that you have come to the conference to feel inspiration from
heaven and to feel closer to our Heavenly Father and to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Gathered in this meeting, which stretches across the world, are millions of
disciples of Jesus Christ who are under covenant to always remember Him and
serve Him. By the miracle of modern technology, the separation of time and of
vast distances vanishes. We meet as if we are all together in one great hall.

But even more important than our gathering together is in whose name we do

so. The Lord promised that even with the great number of His disciples on the
earth today, He would be close to each of us. He said to His little band of
disciples in 1829, “Verily, verily, | say unto you, ... where two or three are gathered
together in my name, ... behold, there will | be in the midst of them—even so am
| in the midst of you" (D&C 6:32).

Now numbering more than one or two, a multitude of His disciples are gathered
in this conference, and as promised, the Lord is in our midst. Because He is a
resurrected and glorified being, He is not physically everyplace where Saints
gather. But, by the power of the Spirit, we can feel that He is here with us today.

Where and when we feel the closeness of the Savior depend on each of us. He
gave this instruction:

"And again, verily I say unto you, my friends, | leave these sayings with you to
ponder in your hearts, with this commandment which | give unto you, that ye
shall call upon me while | am near—



“Draw near unto me and | will draw near unto you; seek me diligently and ye shall
find me; ask, and ye shall receive; knock, and it shall be opened unto you” (D&C
88:62-63).

| know of at least two people listening today who want that blessing with all their
hearts. They will try earnestly to draw nearer to the Lord during this conference.
They each wrote to me—their letters arriving at my office in the same week—
pleading for the same kind of help.

Both of them are converts to the Church and have previously received clear
testimonies of the love of God the Father and of His Son, Jesus Christ, the Savior
of the world. They knew that the Prophet Joseph Smith organized the Church by
direct revelation from God and that the keys of the holy priesthood were
restored. Each felt a witness that keys are in place in the Church today. They
bore to me their solemn testimony in writing.

Yet both lamented that feelings of love for the Lord and His love for them were
lessening. They both wanted, with full heart, for me to help them regain the joy
and the feeling of being loved that was theirs as they came into the kingdom of
God. Both expressed a fear that if they could not regain in full those feelings of
love for the Savior and His Church, the trials and tests they faced would finally
overcome their faith.

They are not alone in their concern, nor is their test a new one. During His mortal
ministry, the Savior gave us the parable of the seed and the sower. The seed was
the word of God. The sower was the Lord. The survival of the seed and its growth

depended on the condition of the soil. You remember His words:

“And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came and
devoured them up:

“Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth: and forthwith they
sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth:

“And when the sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root,
they withered away.

“And some fell among thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them:

“But other fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold,
some sixtyfold, some thirtyfold.

“Who hath ears to hear, let him hear” (Matthew 13:4-9).















